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Harsh political realities overshadow Bethlehem’s message of hope 

Israel bars aid 
from Red Cross 

From Christopher Walker in marj az-zahour 
and Ben Lynfield in Jerusalem 


YITZHAK Rabin, the Israeli 
prime minister, overrode 
strong opposition inside his 
own cabinet yesterday and 
blocked Red Cross supplies 
bound for the 415 deported 
Palestinians in Lebanon. 

As the Israeli cabinet voted 
by eight to six for the baa 
with two abstentions, an epi- 
demic of dysentery spread 
through the deportees’ tents 
in southern Lebanon after the 
last drops of potable water 
were exhausted. 

The cabinet held a hastily 
arranged session after Mr 
Rabin and Shimon Penes, the 
foreign minister, disagreed 
over the Red Cross request 
Led by Mr Penes, dissenting 
ministers argued for flexibili- 
ty. saying Israel had nothing 
to lose by letting aid through. 

Yesterday some of the Pal- 
estinians were eating snow 
while others were trying to 
boil water from a filthy brown 
stream. Equipped only with a 
few dirty metal cooking-pots. 


groups were scavenging tire 
barren hillside for firewood. A 
United Nations water truck 
has been refused entry since 
Monday by a Lebanese gov- 
ernment daiming the prob- 
lem is all Israel’s. 

Lebanon tightened its 
blockade, allowing through 
only journalists, and no relief 
supplies. An army captain 
ordered a search to ensure 
that no foodstuffs were being 
smuggled in. Now in tbe 
eighth day of an ordeal con- 
donned % foe Pope in his 
Christmas day message, the 
exiles have begun to limit 
meals to one a day to try to 
save food supplies that the 
international Red Cross esti- 
mate will run out in 48 hours. 

Elias Freij, mayor of Bethle- 
hem in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, dawned the ex- 
pulsions had cast “a shadow 
of gloom, anger and frustra- 
tion” over tbe town. 

Left to shiver, page 10 



Sign of faith: British pilgrims in Bethlehem light candles yesterday in the Church of the Nativity, said to stand where Jesus was bom 


Bush is denounced by 
Iran-Contra prosecutor 


■ Pardons for six of President Reagan’s 
officials named in die Iran-Contra affair will 
darken the last days of the Bash 
presidency and lead to a debate in the US 
about the powers of the White House 

From Jamie Dettmer in Washington 


ANGRY exchanges between 
Democrats and Republicans 
over President Bush’s decision 
to pardon six former officials 
in the Reagan administration 
for their involvement in the 
Iran-Contra affair rocked 
Washington yesterday. 

Within hours of Mr Bush’s 
announcement extending full 
pardons to Caspar Weinber- 
ger, the former defence secre- 
tary who was due to face trial 
on January 5, and five other 
Reagan aides, Lawrence 
Walsh, the independent Iran- 
Contra prosecutor, declared 
that the president himself was 
now die subject of investiga- 
tion. Speaking on television, 
Mr Walsh alleged that in 
pardoning Mr Weinberger, 
the president had pardoned a 
“man who committed the 
same type of misconduct that 
he did". 

Prosecutors heading the in- 
vestigation into the arms-for- 
hostages deals with Iran 
denounced the president and 
daimed that he has been 
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withholding documents that 
would implicate him in die 
Reagan policy of selling weap- 
ons to Tehran. 

As charge and counter- 
charge were made, with White 
House aides insisting that Mr 
Bush had every intention of 
handing over notes from Iran- 
Contra meetings he had at- 
tended in 1985 and 1986, 
Ronald Reagan, the former 
president issued a statement 
welcoming tire Christmas eve 
pardons. “These men have 
served their country for many 
years with honour and distinc- 
tion.” he said. 

Several of the former presi- 
dent's officials leapt to Mr 
Bush’s defence ana said his 
action had been necessary to 
stop the Walsh investigation 
from hounding “innocent 
men”. Colonel Oliver North, 
the Reagan national security 
aide who was convicted in 
connection with the Iran-Con- 
tra affair but later appealed 
successfully to the Supreme 
Court said: “I have a hard 
time in extending the Christ- 



Walsh: six-year attempt 

to secure convictions 

mas spirit to Mr Walsh. I 
titink he is a vigilante." 

Soon after thejiardon was 
announced. Bill Clinton, the 
president-elect said he was 
concerned by “any action 
which sends a signal that if 
you work for the government 
you’re above the law”. 

The pardons, which were 
granted late on Christmas eve, 
cover six officials. The presi- 
dent's move virtually de- 
stroyed at a single stroke what 
was left of Mr Walsh’s six-year 
attempt to secure convictions 
that would stick against 
Reagan officials for conceal- 
ing from Congress the Iran- 
Contra affair. As well as Mr 
Weinberger, who was to have 
faced a trial on charges of 
having withheld evidence 
from Congress, Mr Bush also 


pardoned Robert McFariane. 
the former national security 
adviser, Elliott Abrams, the 
former assistant secretary of 
state, and three former CIA 
officials, Clair George. Alan 
Fiers and Duane “Dewey” 
Clarridge. Mr McFariane, 
Mr Abrams and Mr Fiers aU 
pleaded guilty to charges of 
keeping information; Mr 
George was convicted of two 
counts of tying to congress 
committees and Mr Garndge 
was scheduled to go to trial in 
March on seven counts of 
perjury and making false 
statements to Congress. 

In his proclamation grant- 
ing “executive demency” to 
Mr Weinberger and tbe oth- 
ers. Mr Bush described the 
pardons as part of a “healing 
tradition” as old America it- 
self. He ated several examples 
of presidential pardons, in- 
cluding President Andrew 
Johnson's pardoning of Con- 
federate soldiers after the 
American dvD war and the 
demency granted by Harry 
Truman and Jimmy Carter of 
second world war and Viet- 
nam War draft-dodgers. He 
sought to suggest that tbe 
Christmas eve pardons were 
appropriate for the conclusion 
or a conflict, the Cold war. 

Mr Bush did not mention 
dial Gerald Ford had, as 
president, pardoned Richard 
Nixon in 1974 for invofw- 
ment in the Watergate affair. 
Commentators pointed out 


yesterday that Mr Ford grant- 
ed the Nixon pardon before he 
faced an election, rather than 
after one. 

Independent prosecutors 
said they believed that Mr 
Bush had acted, in part to 
head off a trial that could have 
led to embarrassing questions 
about his role in the 1 985 and 
) 986 sale of arms to Iran and 
foe illegal supply of weapons 
to Nicaraguan Contra rebels. 

Republicans dismissed the 
daim, asserting that Mr 
Walsh’s enquiry had been 
politically malicious. Senator 
Robert Dole welcomed foe 
pardons. "Lawrence Walsh 
and his desperate henchmen 
would have stopped at noth- 
ing to validate their reckless 
$35 million (£22.8 million) 
inquisition, even if it meant 
twisting justice to fit their 
partisan schemes," he said. 

Conservatives had lobbied 
Mr Bush since the election to 
gram the pardons. There was 
some concern in the adminis- 
tration that it would be diffi- 
cult to grant pardons to 
officials who had not even 
been convicted let alone faced 
trial Last night constitutional 
lawyers said they feared that 
the pardons granted to Mr 
Weinberger and MrCUuridge 
might provoke Congress to 
look at the unrestricted presi- 
dential powers of pardon. 

Place in history, page 7 
Leading article; page 13 


Carey hits out at 
‘mean challenge’ 
to authority 

By Ruth Gledhux, religion correspondent 


THE Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. Dr George Carey, yester- 
day criticised those who attack 
people in authority. Other 
church leaders reflected in 
tbeir Christinas sermons on 
the implications of the debates 
surrounding die monarchy. 

In his Christmas day ser- 
mon at Canterbury Cathedral. 
Dr Carey said: “Our British 
reputation for ribbing our- 
selves is in danger of degener- 
ating into an uncharacteristic 
meanness of spirit At die 
levels of both social and family 
life we see many signs of 
materialism and acquisi- 
tiveness.” Issues of ultimate 


scandaL We are realty to 
believe die worst" The Dean 
of St Paul's, the Very Rev Eric 
Evans, said the nation had 
been shocked and saddened 
by events such as the separa- 
tion of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales. “Public confidence 
has been shaken, but happQy. 
not irreparably so.” 

Credo, page 6 
Diary, page 12 
Leading article, page 13 


Mother 
killed as 
car hits 
revellers 

Bv Peter Victor 

A YOUNG mother was killed 
and nine people were injured 
yesterday and motorists 
throughout the country strug- 
gled with treacherous weather 
which police said was likely to 
persist through the weekend. 

Sarah Monelle. 21, was 
killed and nine other revellers 
were injured when they were 
hit by a car after a rugby dub 
party at Keynsham. near 
Bath. Police arreated a 25- 
year-old motorist after a 
breath-test 

Detectives in Streatham. 
south London, are investigat- 
ing the death of a man found 
with head injuries by fire 
fighters dousing a blaze at a 
flat Police are not sure of the 
identity of the man. who was 
tied to a bed with his head in a 
blood soaked bag. 

A woman aged 70 and her 
son. 30. were found dead in 
their caravan on Christmas 
Eve at Upchurch, near 
Sittingboume, Kent Police 
believe that the man strangled 
his mother and cut his throat 

A man aged 20 died after a 
blaze while Christmas dinner 
was bong prepared at a foster 
home in Caernarvon, Gwyn- 
edd, and a pensioner in her 
80s was killed in her burning 
house in Didcot, Oxfordshire. 

Treacherous road condi- 
tions with ice and freezing fog 
led to several accidents. A 
driver was killed when his 
Vaaxhall Carlton somer- 
saulted on the A303 near 
Andover, Hampshire. 

The weather disrupted to- 
day’s raring, with Hunting- 
don. Market Rasen and 
Wetheiby lost to sub-zero con- 
ditions. and Sedgefidd and 
Wolverhampton cancelled. 
Wincanton will go ahead. 

The weather in England 
and Wales win remain dull 
and misty today. Much of 
Scotland win be dry. bright 
and sunny after a frosty start 
Southern Scotland and north- 
ern Ireland wffl be doudy. 


Weather, page 16 
Sport pages 1 7-23 


Reflecting on a sombre 
year in her Christmas mes- 
sage to the Common- 
wealth. the Queen drew 
hope and inspiration from 
her religious faith and the 
example of others. 

Pages 2, 14 


concern were being replaced 
by short-term goals; be said. 
“The ordination of women is 
important; but not as impor- 
tant as the mission to proclaim 
tbe love and grace of God.” 

At York Minster, Dr John 
Habgood. Archbishop of 
York, criticised die “nudge 
midge, wink wink” society. 
“We are eager to cut people 
down to size. We lap up 
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From Bill Frost 
iNvrrsz 

BRITISH troops were woken very 
early on Christmas morning by the 
thunder of heavy artffleiy in the hffis 
above their base. They have grown 
used to the sound and fray of war m 
central Bosnia, but bad hoped flat a 
ceasefire brokered by Lt Cd Bob 
Stewart, their commanding officer, 
would allow them a brief respite. It 
proved just as hollow and frustrating 
as all the others- 

The big gun, nicknamed Nora by the 

men of tbe Cheshire* made windows 
shake with every rumbling report- 
Croatian gunners in tbe hiBs also fired 
off hundreds of pink tracer rounds, 
not for any military purpose but to 
celebrate Ouistmas. _ . 

Hours later, the men of the Qiesn- 
ires were gentty woken again by then 
officers and offered cups of morning 
tea laced with a liberal slog of nun or 
whisky. Tbe Christmas tradition is 
peculiar to infantry regiments, and 
appropriately enough the potent 
beverage is known as “gunfire”. 

After breakfast in the draughty field 
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patrols to be mounted and aid convoys 
to escort through the mountain roads. 
The troops know that without their 
protection the lorries wiD be looted. 

A group of soldiers told how they 
bad escorted food convoys to distribu- 
tion centres only to see the boxes 
banted away by Croatian forces. One 
corporal said “It makes my blood boil. 
These r ef ug e es are starving. We bring 
the food and that lot just snatch it 
from their mouths." 

Tbe Cheshires see anguish and suff- 
ering at first hand. Yesterday they 


Never-lasting peace: Lt Co! Bob Stewart (centre) brokers a brief ceasefire 


cookhouse, some of tbe men trudged 
through mud and snow flurries to 
queue outside a makeshift phone box. 
Each soldier was allowed a 10-minute 
call home. Back in the cookhouse, 
preparations were beginning for 
Christmas lunch. There were 120 
tnikeys to roast and 140 Christmas 
p udding s. 1$ gallons of tomato soup, 


18 more of brandy sauce. Officers and 
NCOs acted as waiters as tbe men ate. 
There was glee on one young private’s 
face as he waved in lordly 
acknowledgement to a sergeant major 
and told him not to spill tbe soup. 

Such seasonal concessions aside, 
Christmas was a working day like any 
other for tbe Che&iires. There were 


m their zone. Children 
traumatised by tbeir experiences 
smiled a$ they accepted packets of 
sweets; others gazed blankly or in 
terror at tbeir benefactors. 

Enlisted men find Bosnia a sinister 
puzzle with no solution. One veteran 
of Northern Ireland said: ‘This place 
makes South Armagh look Eke 
EuroDisney. You’d think at C hris t ma s 
they might accept our ceasefire sug- 
gestion. Not them, though; they are 
locked into luffing.” 

Nationalist demand, page 9 
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Convicted child-killer 
joins hunger strike 

One of the three men convicted in 1979 of the murder of 

newspaperddivety boy Cart Bridgwater yesterday joired a 

Christmas hunger strike by prisoners protesting their 
innocence. Jim Robinson, serving life in Gartree, Leicester- 
shire. after being found guilty of the murder of the teenager, 
was one of 28 prisoners in various jails refusing food. 

Nineteen inmate* at Long Lartin top security jail near 
Evesham. Hereford and Worcester, began the protest on 
Christmas eve and were joined by nine prisoners at other 
jails. Robinson, who was 45 when he was jailed, has long 
maintained his innocence, as have Michael Hickey and Ms 
cousin Vincent Hickey, who were convicted with him. 

Kenneth Darke, the home seaetaiy, is expected to decide 
early in the new year whether to refer the case back to the 
Court of Appeal. Earlier this year a dossier on 22 prisoners 
in Long Lartin was sent to the royal commission on the 
criminal justice system. Inadequate facilities, page 6 

Church’s ceasefire plea 

Cardinal Cahal Daly, the head of die Roman Catholic 
church in Ireland, has urged the ERA to call a permanent 
ceasefire. He implored its leaders to extend their 72-hour 
Christmas truce, due to end at midnight tomorrow. Cardinal 
Daly, speaking at midnight mass at St Patrick's Cathedral in 
Armagh City, said a small group of men had the power to 
ensure a truce was observed. The RUC reported one gun 
attack involving the Irish National liberation Army since 
the ceasefire started on Christmas eve. Letters, page 13 

Pensioner raped 

A 67-year-okl woman was raped as she returned home from 
a Christmas eve midnight mas*. She was walking near the 
centre of Ludlow, Shropshire, at about 130am when she 
became aware of a man following her. He dragged her Into 
nearby gardens where she was raped. West Mercia police 
are linking the incident to an attack 90 minutes earlier on a 
25-yearold woman half a mile away. In both cases the 
attacker was described as aged 25-35, 5ft 6in to 5ft 8in tali, 
slim and wearing a leather bomber-style jacket 

Raider returns cash 

One of three masked men who broke into the borne of a 70- 
year-old woman in Scotswood, Newcastle upon Tyne, and 
stole £4 after telling her to stay in bed, returned a few hours 
later to hand bade die money and give her a cuddle. A police 
spokesman said yesterday. “A t least they showed some 
remorse by giving back the few pounds they had stolen.” 

Service held for baby 

A service was fadd in MOlom. Cumbria, yesterday at the 
grave of the baby boy whose charred and dismembered body 
was found on a rubbish tip in the town three years ago, 
triggering Cumbria’s biggest murder enquiry. Nobody has 
ever been charged and the identity of the baby, 15 to 18 
months old when he died, has never been established- 

Widow murder charge 

A man was charged last night with the murder of Sarah 
Burke, the widow aged 99 who was attacked in her bed at a 
county council residential home in Redruth, Cornwall last 
Sunday morning. The unnamed man. 2 1, from Redruth, will 
appear before magistrates in Penzance today. He was 
arrested after a tip-off about bloodstained dotfalog. 


Branson may 
pursue BA 
over alleged 
dirty tricks 

By Richard Ford and Paul Spike 


VIRGIN Atlantic is under- 
stood to be considering pursuit 
of its allegations that British 
Airways indulged in unfair 
business practices, in spite of 
legal moves to settle multi- 
raOlion pound libel actions 
involving the two companies. 

Richard Branson’s rival 
airline may threaten to take 
action under US antitrust 
laws and the Treaty of Rome 
over alleged “dirty tricks” and 
unfair competition practices 
relating to sales and market- 
ing tactics. 

As lawyers for both com- 
panies prepare to announce 
that an agreement has been 
reached in the libel claim and 
counter-daim involving Lord 
King of Wartnaby. chairman 
of BA, and Mr Branson, a 
public relations consultant 
said that his links with British 
Airways would be made diffi- 
cult if any settlement damaged 
his reputation. 

Brian Basham, chief execu- 
tive of Warwick Communica- 
tions, said: “If it were hue that 
BA has decided to settle on 
terms or in a form which 
damages my reputation, that 
would obviousty put roe into 
conflict with than as a dient” 

Mr Basham, who has 
worked on behalf of BA senior 
management for six years, 
said he had always urged his 
clients to settle the actions, 
which are due to be heard at 
die High Court next month. 
The high-profile case was 
cau sed by allegations that BA 
was behind a "dirty tricks” 


campaign against Mr Bran- 
son’s airfine. involving leaks to 
the press and passenger 
poaching. 

Virgin has accused Mr 
Basham of being responsible 
for a crusade to discredit it 
and has demanded that Lord 
King sever BA’s links with 
him. Mr Basham argues that 
there was nothing unusual nor 
improper about compiling in- 
formation on Virgin’s finan- 
cial position. He said: "I am 
ready at any time to stand up 
in court and discuss my ac- 
tions and let a judge and jury 
decide if they foil under the 
heading of acceptable busi- 
ness practice.” 

Mr Basham is unlikely to be 
given that opportunity as the 
lawyers prepare for an agreed 
statement to be read in court 
on January 1 1 . 

A spokesman for Virgin 
Atlantic said yesterday: “We 
will be in court as will BA and 
we win not settle this matter 
out of court” 

Although extracts of a state- 
ment purported to contain an 
apology fay BA to Virgin were 
circulated among the media 
before Christmas. Virgin re- 
fused further comment. Virgin 
is insisting that BA apologises 
and pays substantial damages 
and costs, including Mr 
Branson’s legal fees, though 
BA win make a counter-daim 
for costs. 

Mr Basham said: “1 am not 
party to die court case and it 
would be improper for me to 
comment on this action.” 



Air turbulence: Richard Branson, left, wants an 
apology, damages and court costs from Lord King 


Message reflects royal family’s swings and roundabouts 
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Faith gives Queen strength 
for a new year of service 


REFLECTING on a sombre 
year for herself and for the 
world at large, the Queen, in 
her Christmas message to the 
Commonwealth yesterday, 
drew hope and inspiration 
from her religious faith and 
from the examples of others 
who, she said, had put her 
own troubles into perspective. 
At the same time, she reaf- 
firmed. in her coded and 
understated way, her lifetime 
commitment to the throne. 

In a tribute to the late Lord 
Cheshire VC, the Queen dis- 
closed that the worries of the 
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By Alan Hamilton 

past year had been pot in their 
proper place by a visit from the 
founder of the Cheshire 
Homes for the Disabled, in 
the last stages of terminal 
illness. What had struck foe 
Queen was not onty his forti- 
tude but his desire to help 
others, an inspiration arising 
from faith. "I and my family, 
as we approach a new year, 
will draw strength from this 
faith in our commitment to 
your service in foe coming 
years;” the Queen said. 

The Queen acknowledged 
that. Hire many families, the 
royal family had lived through 
some difficult days this year. 
But she avoided specific refer- 
ence to troubles that have 
included the separation tram 
their wives of her two elder 
sons. 

The Queen recorded her 
message on Monday at San- 
dringham, and looked slightly 
solemn, with an occasional 
hint of nervousness. 

After so much personal mis- 
fortune, foe Queen returned to 
a previous theme of Christian 
faith, and also emphasised the 


theme of continuity, recalling 
that she had first visited San- 
dringham as a grandchild of 
George V and that her grand- 
children now visited her there. 

The Queen was surrounded 
by almost her entire family for 
Christmas day. The Princess 
of Wales declined an invita- 
tion and spent the day at 
Althorp. her family home. 

The Queen attended church 
with foe Duke of Edinburgh. 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother. Princess Margaret, 
the Duke of York. Prince 
Edward, and the Princess 
Royal, with her husband of 
two weeks, Cdr Timothy Lau- 
rence. and her children, Peter 
and Zara Phillips. 

The Duchess of York, sepa- 
rated from her husband since 
March, joined the family for 
lunch with Princess Beatrice 
and Princess Eugenie, allow- 
ing the Queen her six grand- 
children around her. 

Letters, page 13 
Text of message, page 14 
Cheers and tears 
Weekend, page 7 


Sons pray 
for absent 
princess 

By A Staft Reporter 

FIFTEEN members of the 
rpyal family prayed yesterday 
for the absent Princess of 
Wales, who spent Christmas 
with her brother. Earl Spen- 
cer. at Allhorp. 

Prince William and Prince 
Harry sat with foe Prince of 
Wales in foe chancel of the 
130-seat Church of St Mary 
Magdalene at Sandringham 
as the prayers were offered. 
Loudspeakers relayed the ser- 
vice to a crowd erf 600 outside. 

The royal party also includ- 
ed the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh. Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother, the Prin- 
cess RoyaL her husband. 
Commander Timothy Law- 
rence. and her children Zaza 
and Peter, the Duke of York. 
Prince Edward, Princess 
Margaret and her children 
Viscount Linley and Lady . 
Sarah Airastrong-Jones. 

The Duchess of York stayed 
at a farm house near San- 
dringham with her children. 
Princess Beatrice, 4. and Prin- 
cess Eugenie, 2. 
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Guinness on 
prescription 

as Bart’s puts 
aside closure 


UMBSHOP 


By Lin Jenkins 


STAFF and patients at St 
Bartholomew’s hospital yester- 
day celebrated Christmas in 
traditional manner, trying not 
to contemplate the uncertain 
future of one of London’s 
oldest hospitals. 

For patients well enough to 
toast die day there wassnerry 
and Guinness on prescription. 
The rest of the patients, in- 
cluding the terminally 3L re- 
ceived Christmas stockings of 
fruit and chocolates. Consul- 
tants brought their families 
into work with them to bright- 
en the atmosphere, and one 
dressed as Santa Claus for 
those children who were too Q] 
to be sent home for the day. 

With just three weeks to go 
before die health department 
announces which parts of the 
Tomlinson report to imple- 
ment, the campaign to keep 
Bart's open is Well under way. 
The report proposes that 
Bart's merge with the Royal 
London, dosing the site 
founded in H 23 as a haven 
for the sick and poor, endowed 
by Henry VIII and immortal- 
ised by Richard Gordon in the 
■ Doctor in the House books. 

Today, the campaign office 
will reopen after a one-day 
holiday. Those entering 
through the Henry VIII gate 
and crossing the square to the 
hospital yesterday were con- 
stantly reminded of the threat 
of closure. A banner proclaims 
“Bait’s belongs to London", 
and urges visitors to write to 
their MPs to protest at the 
threatened closure. 

Judging by the piles of 
chocolates boxes and bodes of 
wine- presented by grateful 
patients and their families to 
the nuises on the admissions 
ward, there are many who 
value the hospital’s work. “It 
is they who ask us what they 
can do to help, not us who 
ask.” said Polly Mackenzie, a 
staff nurse on the ward. 

New admissions are greeted 
by a noticeboaid covered in 
newspaper articles about the 


proposed closure. “Everybody 
is happy to sign cur petition. 
This is a local hospital and a 
much loved one;" she said. 

_ The ward had five admis- 
sions yesterday morning, in- 
cluding the victim of a 
stabbing, a patient with a 
broken jaw, and another with 
a broken hip. Chris Moriand. 
duty adrainkrator, said staff 
were expected not to canvass 
for support against the hospi- 
tal’s closure. “If the approach 
was made directly it would 
sound like ‘save our jobs’ 
rather than ‘save our 
hospital’." 

The hospital, however, com- 
mands passionate loyalty. The 
Duke of GJoucesfer. its presi- 
dent made a rare speech in 
the House of Lords in defence 
of Barfs. Its patients seem 
equally committed. 

“Thus is the best hospital in 
toe country,” said Rebecca 
Davis, 83, who has been on 
the Janies Gibb ward for six 
wedcs once heart surgery. “If s 
a most fantastic hospital. The 
doctors and nurses are the best 
you could find. Both my son 
and daughter are working 
today, so they cannot come in 
to see me. But I'm having a 
lovely day." 

Like 80 per cent of the 
hospital’s patients. Mis Davis 
lives within its two-mile radius 
catchment area. The hospital 
dismisses criticism that 
London teaching hospitals at- 
tract too much work from 
outside and should be dosed 
to allow greater emphasis on 
primary care in the dty. 

“This is the local hospital 
and if we dose there is 
nowhere else for them to go.” 
said the duty administrator. 
"We even g et lots of patients 
who were bom here before toe 
maternity unit was moved. We 
really do have a rale in the 
community." 

Diary, page 12 
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Doing her rounds; Sister Angela, a doctor in the medical oncology department of Bart’s, visits her patients 


Happiness is burger and beans in a car park 


By Tim Jones 

THE men and women who 
refused to come in from the 
cold even for a day or two 
gathered in a bleak car park in 
west London yesterday to be 
fed and treated by volunteers 
from Crisis, the charity for the 
homeless. 

While others who live on the 
streets enjoyed Christmas at 
shelters opened specially for 
the festive season, these were 
some of the homeless who 
preferred not to risk leaving 
their tin and cardboard 
“bashes” for fear of being 
ousted. 

Others simply do not much 
enjoy the company of others, 
but all had their reason for 
shunning the offer of a bed 
and a hot traditional Christ- 
mas lunch provided by Crisis 
at three huge refuges in 
London and others in the 
provinces. 

Mike Stratton, who organ- 
ised the mobile unit in Acton, 
west London, said: “Because 


the' number of young home- 
less is growing, many of the 
older men keep away from the 
refuges because they do not 
enjoy boisterous behaviour 
arid are in any event a bit 
frightened. They know also 
that if they leave their bashes 
for a few days someone youn- 
ger and stronger may move in 
and they will lose their meagre 
possessions." 

Yesterday at Acton, the 
homeless were joined by a 
large family group of gypsies 
who held an impromptu party 
in die cold evening air. One 
lady, surrounded by numer- 
ous children, said that on 
hearing of the mobile unit die 
had organised a minivan so 
that they could enjoy the food 
and facilities. While these were 
not the people Mr Stratton 
and other volunteers had 
planned to cater for, they were 
not turned away and were 
given a meal of hamburgers, 
sausage and beans. 

The genuine homeless 
formed an orderly queue and 


waited for their turn to enjoy a 
little bit of Christmas cheer. 
Among the facilities, haircuts 
proved the biggest attraction. 

Michael Boyle, an articulate 
Irishman who thought he was 
about 40, said his prime 
purpose in attending was to 
have a change of dothing. "I 
deep in a nearby park and 
need as many sweaters as I 
can lay my hands on to keep 
away the cold. Thank you for 
saying I am obviously intelli- 
gent, but the fact is I am an 


alcoholic and am also on 
drugs.” ,. i. ... 

As though to prove the 
point he drank from a bottle 
of dear liquid and scrambled 
on the floor for cigarette butts. 

His friend, also Irish and 
equally articulate, said: “I had 
a family once and I suppose I 
have a story to tefl, but who 
cares? Drink is my curse and 
my comfort and that's just ft." 

A much older man who was 
queuing patiently for food and 
treatment said he preferred to 


take advantage of the mobile 
unit -as- it. meant. he did not 
have to leave his own deeping 
place for long. "I think Crisis 
does a fantastic job and with 
their help I get by." 

Earlier in the day. the 
mobile unit had been dispens- 
ing food in Deptford, King’s 
Cross and Waterloo. 

Mr Stratton said ft was the 
first time Crisis had operated 
mobile units and had discov- 
ered through treating hun- 
dreds of people that there was 


THE Savoy’s River Restaurant, which plays 
host to prime ministers and potentates 
throughout the year, provided the setting 
yesterday for London’s most expensive Christ- 
mas Day lunch (Nicholas Watt writes). 

More titan 250 people, including families, 
couples and a few individuals, paid £125 a 
head fora champagne reception followed by a 
menu that included smoked salmon, turkey 
and Christinas pudding. Father Christinas 
distributed presents and guests were enter- 
tained by a pianist A hotel spokesman said: 


“Far some people it is a tradition to come to 
the Savoy on Christmas Day. and they return 
year after year." 

At the Connaught Hotel where Charles de 
Gaulle dined during the second world war. the 
restaurant was fulL Guests paid E97 a head, 
but a spokesman said: “It is a very low key 
lunch." 

London's newest hotel the Lanesborough, 
by Hyde Paric Comer, served its first Christ- 
mas lunch of salmon, turkey or beef at £95 a 
head. 


an obvious need for them. 
Although Crisis expects to 
offer food, shelter and emer- 
gency medical treatment to 
more titan 2,000 people over 
eight days, officials estimate 
that 8.000 people nationwide 
are now sleeping rough. Its 
annual effort is supported by 
more than 1 6,000 vuuhinteers 
and £1 million in donations. 

Adam Woolf, director of 
Crisis, said: “Across the coun- 
try, the number of single 
homeless is now at an all-time 
high. One of the worst areas is 
Bristol and there is a growing 
problem in the North West” 

He said there had been an 
alarming increase in the num- 
ber of young people with 
nowhere to steep. “About one 
third of the homeless are in 
their early 20s." 

Mr Woolf added: “Home- 
lessness is in the public eye at 
this time of year but it does not 
go away. We are working 
throughout the year." 

Diary, page 12 


THE SUNDA^ZMES 

Picture a 
horrible 
year . . . 

£ If it’s been a 
debilitating year for the 
Queen, it's been no 
bowl of cherries for the 
rest of us either. The 
green shoots of 
recovery turned into a 
nettle parch. Election 
pollsters proved the 


' Z lift fit 


Global call of duty disrupts naval celebrations 


people were no more 
truthful than the 
politicians they were 
voting for. . . By the 
end of the year only 
Arthur Scargill and 
Ma* Clifford looked as 
though they’d had a 
good one. . .J 
Review of the year, 
■including a 
‘Royal Album' special— 
in The Sunday Times 
Magazine tomorrow 




By Michael Evans 
defence correspondent 

CHRISTMAS for the Royal Navy’s 
furthest flung ships and submarines 
was a mixed bag of celeb ration s. Some 
of the crews in hot climates relaxed on 
port visits, while others on “defence 
watch" in potentially hostile waters 
snatched their turkey dinner beween 
shifts. 

HMS Plover, one of three patrol 
craft policing around Hong Kong, 
responded to a mayday call from a 
sinking Chinese fishing boat. It set off 
on a 200-ntDe trip before hearing that 
the fishermen had been rescued. 

For the first time, three ships spent 


X- 




rhr j? ! tt wa g in the Adriatic on opera- 
tional duty. Britain's humanitarian 
operation in BosnSarHeizegovina and 
the int ernational trade dampdown on 
the Serbs has added yet another 
commitment to the navy’s responsibil- 
ities. Under the government's Options 
for Change defence arts, the navy's 
destroyer/frigate force is to be re- 
duced from about 50 to 40 but as is 
the with the army, the commit- 
ments are becoming more varied as 
the relative stability of the Cold war is 
replaced by a rise in nationalist 
conflicts. 

The war in Bosnia and the United 
Nations requirement to monitor and 
enforce trade sanctions against Serbia 


and Montenegro has tied up Royal 
Navy and Royal Fleer Aimliaiy ves- 
sels, as wdl as 2,400 troops. All were 
to celebrate Christmas, but their 
duties came first 

HMS York, a Type 42 destroyer, is 
on patrol in the Adriatic, as port of 
Operation Maritime Guard. Two 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary ships are at the 
Croatian port of Split Resource is 
holding stores for the troops and Sir 
Bedhere has a small hospital on board 
ready to treat any casualties among 
die 2.400-man British force assigned 
to Operation Grapple. Britain’s 
contribution to the UN relief effort In 
Bosnia. 

Five ships are in the South Atlantic: 


HMS Amazon, a Type 21 frigate, 
supported by HMS Dumbarton Cas- 
tle . an offshore patrol vessel and the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary Gold Rover, are 
near the Falkand Islands on the 
patrols that have operated since the 
conflict with Argentina in 1982. Also 
in the region are H MS Herald, as 
ocean survey ship, and HMS Endur- 
ance . the new version of the ice patrol 
ship;* . 

Two warships and one support 
vessel are in the Gulf, a Type 21 frigate 
is on West Indies guard duty. Mean- 
white. a Polaris submarine is some- 
where in the North Atlantia 

Nationalist demand, page 9 



ME 


TO THE 



SALE. 


GET 



LIKE A 

GENTLE 




& PAY THE 
PRICES 
OF A 

BOUNDER. 



Simpson Piccadilly, the home of classic English 
tailoring, is in sale mode from 28 th December 
until 30th January and stays open ’till 6 on 
New Years Day and ’till 7 every Thursday for the 
duration. Ample time, therefore, for the wily oppor- 
tunist to avail him or herself of half price Ohs, 
half price!) suits, jackets, trousers, ties, raincoats, 
sweaters. There’s even a DAKS three quarter 
coat that’s going for the price of a one quarter 
coat, for crying out loud, Indeed, throughout the 
store, you’ll find prices so low. it could almost 
feel dishonourable to take advantage. Simpson 
Piccadilly is just 
two shakes from 

DAKS Simpson 

— s 071.734 3003 IlCCADILLV 
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Churchill letters sale 
threatens study of 
Britain’s finest hour 


FEARS that Winston Chur- 
chfll’s papers are to be split up 
in the new year have prompt- 
ed a heated international row 
about academic access to these 
precious documents. 

The Chaitwdl papers, 
which cover the war leader's 
life up to 1945, are to be sold 
by the Churchill family trust 
under its duty to the beneficia- 
ries, raising concern among 
20th century historians that 
the comprehensive 5.000-file 
archive at Churchill College. 
Cambridge, wiD be broken up 
irrevocably. 

Although the college owns 
only the post-war papers, be- 
queathed by Lady Spencer- 
Churchill in 1978. its 
Churchill Archives Centre has 
taken responsibility for the 
conservation, binding and cat- 
aloguing of the earlier sources. 
Correili Barnett, keeper of the 
20-year-old archive centre,’ 
said that the integrity of the 
collection should be preserved. 
The ideal solution is that the 
papers should be awarded to 


By Matthew d’Ancona 

the college by whoever owns 
them so that they could be 
united with the post-1945 
papers.” 

Mr Barnett said that the 
future of die files, which range 
from Churchill's schooldays, 
through his service in India, to 
his leadership during the sec- 
ond world war, was a matter of 
national concern. "Churchill 
was quite the greatest English- 
man of this century. Splitting 
up the letters would be a 
tragedy." he said. 

The Conservative MP Win- 
ston Churchill. Churchill's 
grandson and one of the 
prospective beneficiaries of a 
sale, has said that the college, 
which was founded by his 
grandfather in 1958, is too 
poorly endowed and thus ill- 
equipped to cany out the 
cataloguing of the documents, 
allegations denied by its dons. 

The prospective sale has also 
rekindled anger among Chur- 
e Hfllian scholars about access 
to tiie Chartwdl papers, gener- 
ally closed to historians other 


than Martin Gilbert wbo has 
written an eight-million word 
official biography on 
Churchill 

Paul Addison, author of 
Churchill on the Home Front: 
1900-55, said that there was 
widespread concern among 
British historians about the 
restrictions on the papers. 
“Some specialist writers have 
been given access but biogra- 
phers haven't presumably to 
preserve the papers' commer- 
cial value. If S high time they 
were opened.” 

Historians have argued that 
the trust is not entitled to sell 
letters and memoranda on 
Downing Street notepaper. 

■A ten-year ban was original- 
ly to be imposed on the 
ChartreS papers after the 
completion of Churchill’s offi- 
cial biography, but this is now 
expected to relaxed. However, 
Mr Barnett said that general 
accesss could not be permitted 
without Cabinet Office 
approval which was still 
awaited. 



Fighting on: Correili Barnett, curator of the Chartwell papers, who believes they must be kept together as a matter of national concern 


THE COMET SALE 


PLUS 




SAVE £100 


SANYO 

901 HI-FI 
Remote control 
CO Midi System 
iras £32949 
Sale price £247.49 
Voucher price 


-99 


SAVE £100 



The Comet Sale is now on and you can save hundreds 
of pounds on top brand electrical products. 

You'll save even more with these special vouchers 
and the additional vouchers in-store. 

They ; re valid until Monday 28th December 1992. 
Remember, Comet’s Price Promise guarantees that 
every Sale price is the lowest in Britain. 


THE COMET PRICE PROMISE 

If you buy any product from Comet 
then find the same offer on sale locally 
at a lower price within fourteen days, 
we'!! willingly refund the difference, 
plus f C ' r of that difference. 


SAVE £20 


NINTENDO 

SUPER NES + 
•SUPER MARIO 

WORLD’ GAME 
1 6 bit GAMES CONSOLE 
' was EJ29SO 
Safe price £11939 
Voucher price 

, £ 109" 


PROUNE 

NF5343 FRIDGE/FREEZER 
Frost-free 
6 Months Interest 
Free Credit* 
was £34939 
Sale price £29939 
Voucher price 


SAVE £120 


PANASONIC 

NVG101 
CAMCORDER 
VHS-C/Wide angle lens 
was £49939. 
previously £54939 
Sale price £44939 
Voucher price 


£ 429 


99 





3* 


■99 



SAVE £100 


iNDEsrr 

1060 AUTOWASHER 1000 spin 
was £34939 

Safe price £29939 
Voucher price 

£ 249" 


r 

CHRISTMAS 

r 

H Sure 
■ Mon 

Boxing Day Sam-epm- 

fcyZTW December 10am-6pm. 
day 28th December 10am-6pm. 

(Scottish stores 9am-8pm.) 

HI Tuesday 29th December sam-opm- . 

H Wednesday 30* Pecanilter 9am-8pm.| 


TECNOLEC 

T100M MICROWAVE 
0.6 cu.R. capacity/ 
700 watts (TEC) 
wasCZftSS- 
Sale price £7439 
Voucher price 

£69" 



RING 081-200 0200 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 


YOU KNOW WHERE TO COME. 
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Universities attack ^ 
30% cut in fees ; 
for arts students 

By John O’Leary, education correspondent 


UNIVERSITIES have react- 
ed angrily to the 30 per cent 
cut in fees they receive for aits 
students, announced by the 
government just before 
Christmas. 

Higher fees received for 
science subjects wiD remain 
unchanged to encourage uni- 
versities to take more students 
in the government's priority 
areas. Ministers hope to con- 
trol the rapid expansion in arts 
and social sciences by remov- 
ing the financial incentive to 
recruit. 

The announcement repre- 
sents a reversal of recent policy 
and is the latest in a senes of 
attempts to manipulate tiie 
higher education market A 
decade ago. tuition fees were 
halved to stop the polytechnics 
from over-recruiting, but six 
years later they were doubled 
to encourage universities to 
meet expansion targets for 
higher education. 

John Patten, the education 
secretary, called a halt to the 
present expansion in last 
month’s Autumn Statement 
Although universities were 
given 1 3 percent more money 
over the next three years, tins 
was to cover the extra students 
already on courses. 

Mr Patten said: “Given the 
need to strike a balance with 
the rate of expansion of further 
education, tiie government en- 
visages a period of consolida- 
tion in higher education after 
its recent growth beyond the 
levels projected as recently as 
May 1991.” University bud- 
gets assumed that intakes of 
new students would be held at 
present levels over the three- 
year planning period. 

The reduction in fees, most 
of which are paid by the state, 
is intended to ensure that the 


universities comply with a 
policy that conflicts with their 
own development plans, most 
of which are based on 
continued growth. 

Although the Higher Edu- 
cation Funding Council for 
England has assured vice- 
chancellors that they will re- 
ceive full funding for all ' 
students starting next au- v 
tumn. it has said that it can^ 
give no guarantee for future 
years. The council will receive 
extra money to compensate 
universities for the reduction 
in fee income. 

Fees for students in arts, 
social science; law and divinity 
will be reduced from £ 1 ,855 to 
£1,300 for. 1993-4. In labora- 
tory-based and clinical-based 
subjects the fees wfll remain at 
£2,770 and £4.985. 

Sir William Fraser, princi- 
pal of the University of Glas- 
gow and chairman of the 
committee of Scotland's 12 
university principals, said the 
reduction would be deeply 
resented and would place uni- 
versities in an impossible pos- 
ition. “We are already 
accepting students for next 
October and we are being 
required to prepare strategic 
and financial plans without 
knowing the effects of tiie 
government’s tardy decision." 

Universities were already 
concerned about the likely 
impact of the Autumn State- 
ment Professor Ron John- 
ston, vice-chancellor of Essex 
University, which has a high 
proportion of arts and social 
science students, said that the 
end to fully funded growth ' 
would put all universities in 
difficulties. Essex has planned 
to increase its student num- 
bers by 3 per cent in each of 
the next three years. 


Fish and fowl vie for 

survival on lakes 

By John Young 


FISH and fowl are competi- 
tors for scarce food and 
cannot happily co-exist on 
inland lakes and reservoirs, a 
new study by the Game 

Conservancy suggests. 

The conclusion is based on 
a 20-year study funded by the 
ARC quarrying group and 
earned out at its wfldfowi 
centre, a former gravel work- 
mg at Great Linford near 
Milton Keynes, Bucking- 
hamshire 

Dr Nick Giles, author of the 
report and head of the conser- 
vant y‘ s wetlands research, 
says that flooded gravel pits 
can become invaluable nature 

reserves, especially as more of 

the country's natural wet- 
lands are lost to new drainage 

schemes. But to attract vSd- 
life, they must be properly 
managed, whjdt means con- 
trolling the freshwater fish 
population. 

As part of the study, about 
seven tonnes of coarse fish 
were netted at Great Linford 
and transferred to other fish- 
eries. The result was a notable 
increase in the numbers of 

Dr Gfles acknowledges that 
nature reserves attracting 
“5* numbers of Canada 
g eese , which have become 
permanent settlers andpests 


in some parts of the country,' 
may be a mixed Messing. But : 
by removing newly hatched 
eggs frown nests and replacing- 
them with hard-boiled substf 
tutes. tiie conservancy has * 
succ eeded in curtailing the 
production of goslings. 

He also recognises that 
gravd extraction may be emo* 
tree among those who face the ~ 
P*®pect of workings near" 
their homes and the question : 
of responsibility for workings : 
<*nce extraction has ceased. - 
□ WHdUJe after Gravel (The' 
Game Conservancy. Fording* 
Hampshire SP6 1EF5 - 

1 1 9.45) 
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Siege mentality afflicts emergency services 

Doctors treat thousands of 
police for stress disorders 


By Christopher Elliott 

A. POLICE sergeant is still 
undergoing treatment in hos- 
pital tor a stress-related disor- 
der weeks after an incident in 
Hyde Paric which sparked off 
a terrorist alert. At the time, 
detectives believed that he had 
been pistol-whipped after in- 
terrupting an IRA operation 
but subsequent investigations 
found that was not the case. 

The sngeant is one of 3.000 
officers in London who win 
haw received either treatment 
or compelling this year for 
wtiat is now recognised as a 
serious mid growing problem 
for the emergency services. 
Thousands of others have 
been treated in the provinces 

James Thompson, a senior 
lecturer in psychology and co- 
director of toe stress dinic at 
Middlesex Hospital, has 600 
case files and is developing 
new methods of therapy for 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disor- 
der (PTSD). Currently, about 
30 per cent of victims show 
signs of improvement after, 
eight one-hour sessions and 
Dr Thompson aims to im- 
prove bn this. “It was the 
televising of the Vietnam war 
which brought pressure for 
PTSD to be recognised, a new 
term applied to what is essen- 
tially a very old condition." 

Besides PTSD, organ- 
isations setting op stress coun- 
selling - schemes are recog- 
nising the accumulated effect 
of stress over long periods. 
More than 10 per cent of the 


■ Members of the emergency services are 
coolly professional at the scene of traumatic 
incidents. Their problems begin later 


bars, bricks, all sorts of weap- 
ons. Often you have a situation 
where more than one person 
wQl actually lie in wait for an 
officer. Ten years ago you 
didn’t get that." She sai d : 


28.000 Metropolitan p olice 
officers received such counsel- 
ling and treatment in the past 
year. Many go to the Police 
Convalescent Home at Gor- 
ing. Oxfordshire. 

O ne in ten is admitted for 
stress related disorders but 30 

or 40 per cent of patients who 
attend with some other illness 
or condition undertake stress 
counselling while they are 
there. Lyndon Filer, adminis- 
trator of the 50-bed hospital, 
has seen attitudes change 
markedly. “Five years ago, 
stress was very difficult to 
come to terms with for officers 


but. now that it is seen as a 
legitimate medical problem, 
more and more recognise toe 
need for counselling." 

Vera Waters is a stress 
counsellor who works with 
both the Lancashire and 
Greater Manchester police 
forces. She sees around 20 
officers a week, “If you look at 
assaults prior to 10or 12 years 
ago they were almost solely 
about fighting but now you 
have attacks on police with a 
variety of weapons. 

“In the last 12 months. I 
have counselled officers who 
have been attacked with iron 



Alan Matthews; “We were there first” 


Unseen victims of bomb blast 


THE two heroic ambulance- 
men who treated scores of 
victims at the Baltic Exchange 
in London after the biggest 
IRA bomb on mainland Brit- 
ain are both still receiving 
psychiatric treatment eight 
months later. 

They have suffered night- 
mares and flashbacks. One is 
in a secure mental unit after 
trying to commit suicide when 
charged with murdering his 
girt mend, and the other lost 
his home and went bankrupt 
after spending a month in a 
mental hospital 'foHovWng' a 
breakdown. He is now being 
treated 'as an out-patient for 
post-traumatic stress. . 

The men’sunionssays tey 
are toe most remarkable ex- 
amples among hundreds of 
other ambulance crews who 


By Jenny Knight 

have not been given proper 
help after being caught up in 
bombings, disasters and acci- 
dents. The London Ambu- 
lance Service is to set up a 
stress counselling team in 
April, three years after the 
Advisory, Consiliation, and 
Arbitration Service recom- 
mended setting up divisional 
clinks, telephone helplines 
and home visits. 

Trevor Thomas and Alan 
Matthews were driving past 
toe Old Bailey when they felt 
toe blast of the Baltic Ex- 
change 2001b bomb, which 
killed three people. They arri- 
ved on toe scene three mmutes 
fater and were acclaimed as 
heroes hfter staying all night 
treating many of the 91 in- 
jured. Trevor Thomas. 48. 
said he could not deep for 


three days after toe incident, 
the face of a woman who died 
in toe blast burnt in his mind. 
Five months after the bomb- 
ing. he was charged with 
murdering his giri friend, 
nursing aster Sue Oliver, at 
their home in Barking, east 
London. He is now in Hack- 
ney Hospital after attempting 
suicide in PentonviDe Prison. 

Alan Matthews, 28, who 
was admitted to East Ham 
Memorial Hospital after the 
incident said: “The Baltic 
Exchange was traumatic. We 
were there first and it seemed 
an eternity before any backup 
arrived. It was only later that I- 
thought about the danger. I 
think the (ambulance) service 
has let us down because they 
don’t seem to recognise the 
problems of stress." 


any justice. 1 find that officers 
who are attacked from behind, 
in other words who do not see 
their assailant at aU, often find 
it far more difficult There is 
nothing to anchor the memory 
on. If you’ve grappled with 
someone, if there has been 
hand-to-hand contact or a face 
seen, the healing processes are 
much easier.” 

She believes officers feel a 
much greater sense of siege 
than they once did. “If. ten 
years ago. you had a helicopter 
looking on to a town and you 
saw an officer being struck to 
the ground and you could see 
six or seven people running 
towards him, you might be 
reassured and know that he 
was getting help," she said, “if 
you were in that helicopter 
today and looked down, you 
would ha veto allow for the fact 
that, probably, at least 50 per 
cent of the people running 
towards him would be going 
to assist in die attack." 

Dr Doug Duckvrorthy is a 
psychologist who works with 
officers from the West York- 
shire force. He became in- 
volved with the police service 
after treating officers who had 
dealt with the 1985 Bradford 
fire, in which 56 people died. 

He said use of the service 
was rising as mote police 
officers realised that what was 
said in toe sessions remained 
confidential “People who 
have used toe service realise 
that it is no big deal. They are 
all problems that normal 
people can have and there are 
straightforward solutions.” 

The impact of toe Hills- 
borough disaster, when more 
than 90 football supporters 
were crushed to death at the 
Sheffield Wednesday stadi- 
um. was “massively worse" 
than the effects of the 
Bradford City fire. 

“Whereas police came out of 
Bradford smelling of roses, 
after Hillsborough everyone 
pointed the fingers at the 
police, quite unjustifiably in 
many, many cases. I can think 
of one police woman who pul 
her life on the fine and worked 
to exhaustion doing things 
that were heroic in her own 
way. as people had done at toe 
Bradford fire. But next day in 
a shop toe was called a 
’murdering bastard’. She is no 
longer a policewoman." 


‘I couldn’t even make a cup of tea’ 


V MARRIED woman detective consta- 
te. with 13 years in the force, told toe 
Vest Yorkshire . psychologist Doug 
Duckworthy that her problems began 
liter three years in a child abuse uniL She 
s now bade on full-time duty (Christopher 
illiott writes). 

“In March l was absolutely desperate. I 
eafly thought I was going mad. There is 
i terrific amount of burnout on these 
had abuse units. I ended up unable to do 
nything, I couldn’t even make a cup of 
ea. The maximum time on the unit 
houldbe 1 8 months but I wanted to stay 
in ami give some kind of continuity. 

“The overtime was incredible. Every 
eferral takes at least five to six hours 
nitially. Sometimes getting tire story from 
he suspect is ten times more difficult than 
jetting it from the victim, as the suspect is 
o often overcome with self-revulsion. You 


come out feeling absolutely shattered. 
Having been in toe unit. I was a bit more 
sympathetic to (finical psychologists than 
most I originally went to my GP and toe 
was going to send me to community 
welfare and 1 thought. This is crazy*, 
when our own force had this man (Dr 
DuckworthyJ to see. I don’t know how I 
would have kept it going without him. 

“There is a much higher proportion of 
people going out with Track aches' who 
really have other problems. They go to see 
toe GP and tell them. ‘I can’t have stress 
on my certificate. I’d rather have exhaus- 
tion’. I was very worried that when I went 
bade I would have a difficult time, that I 
would lose my credibility. ButI discovered 
that it was an unfounded fear." 

A uniformed officer, now back on light 
duties, saw his problems begin when 
prisons decanted their inmates mto police 


cells. As well as working increased 
overtime, he was caring for a side relative. 
"The prison officers said they would only 
look after the establishment number and 
die rest had to be looked after in police 
cells. All officers were told they must work 
on their days off. This caused problems 
over two years. 

“My wife and daughter were coining at 
toe bade of toe queue. She talked of 
divorce. I had several sessions with Dr 
Duckwortoy and. at toe end of four, my 
wife saw him. Now I don’t think that I 
could get wound up any more. 

“The pressure was on so much that I 
came in and you just go. go, go and you 
think you just get on with ft. I hate 
violence, but 1 ended up going out on toe 
street hoping ft was going to happen. I 
thought ‘What right have these people to 
be happy.’" 
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Sky-high costs the increasing demands of Everest attempts add to the expense 

Everest bill soars to new heights 


EVEREST has been hit by 
inflation. Soaring fees for 
climbing toe peak have put 
the highest summit on earth 
even further out of reach as 
the Nepalese government 
tries to reduce toe number 
wanting to attempt the 
mountain while maintaining 
toe foreign currency that 
Everest generates. 

From next autumn, expedi- 
tions will have to pay be- 
tween $50,000 and $70,000 
(£32,650 and £45,700). 


By Ronald Faux 

which, according to the Brit- 
ish Mountaineering Council, 
is a seven-fold increase with- 
in a year. Roger Payne, toe 
council's national officer, 
said: "Ihe Nepalese say they 
are increasing the fee to 
protect the mountain envi- 
ronment Bat toe more ex- 
pensive the expedition toe 
bigger it b ecomes and toe 
more funding is required 
from sponsors who want to 
see a result for their money." 

A British expedition led by 


Lrtrd Hunt was toe first to 
conquer toe 29.028ft peak in 
1953. The expedition cost 
about £17,000, of which 
£10.000 was supplied fay The 
Times. 

Chris Bonington, who 
climbed Everest when he was 
50. understood toe Nepalese 
attitude. “It is a poor country. 
What is important is that 
they think of toe longer term 
and plough back some of the 
fees into a proper infrastruc- 
ture for tourism.” 


Pair found 
dead in 
caravan 

A man found dead in a cara- 
van beside the body of to 
mother cut his own toroat, 
police said yesterday. His 
mother suffocated as a result 
of pressure applied to her 
neck. 

The pair, believed to be 70 
and 30. were found on Thurs- 
day after police received re- 
ports that toe woman had not 
been seen for several days at 
the caravan park in Upchurch, 
Kent, where she lived. Post- 
mortem examinations showed 
that toe man died of self- 
inflicted cuts to the neck. 

Kent police said that no 
other person was being sought 
in connection with the deaths. 

Council cuts 
2,000 jobs 

More than 2.000 workers are 
to be made redundant by Der- 
byshire County Council, 
which announced the news on 
Christmas eve. Education wQl 
be the hardest hit. with more 
than 1,000 jobs, including 
teachers', being lost. 

The council must cut its 
budget by £37 million next 
year to meet government 
spending limits. Bob Jones, 
chairman of the personnel 
committee, said he hoped that 
the cuts could be achieved 
through early retirement and 
voluntary redundancies. 

Donor appeal 

St Pancras church in Chiches- 
ter. West Sussex, will be 
turned into a medical dinic for 
toe day on January 6 in an at- 
tempt to find a bone marrow 
donor for Janies Crook. 1 7, a 
member of the congregation, 
who has leukaemia. 

Tanker crashes 

Police frogmen were called in 
after an ofl tanker crashed into 
toe river Kermet in Wiltshire, 
endangering millions of fish 
at a nearby trom hatchery. The 
tanker was raised safely after 
eight hours. No one was hurt. 

Couple gassed 

The bodies of Barry Skinner, 
1 9. and to giri friend. Debbie 
Conroy. 17, both of Glen- 
rothes. Fife, were found in a 
car in Mr Skinner's lock-up 
garage. They had been over- 
come by fames. 

Master’s voice 

Clive Budgen. of Faiiford, 
Gloucestershire, coaxed his 
dog into the arms of a rescuer 
who hdd a walkie-talkie and 
let him reassure toe jack rus- 
sdl after ft MI 40ft down a diff 
near Ilfracombe. Devon. 

Damp squib 

Isle of Wight coundQois have 
cancelled plans to light bear 
cons on New Year’s eve to 
mark the single European 
market due to lack of interest. 
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METROPOLITAN LIVING 
AT ITS MOST CIVILISED 


Montagu House in Whitfield . 

Street is a prestigious, new 
apar tment building in the 
heart ofthe’Wbt End. 

Immediately around it 

are some ofLondon’s finest shops and restaurants. 

Iheatcdand is just to the South and most of 
London’s termim are within a few minutes. 

Montagu House will he a striking addition to 
the Lcmdon scene with one and two bedroom 
apartments designed and finished to the highest standards. 

Prices fiotn £ 104,950 to £167,500, Td 081 893 3030 for more details 
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Jails chief attacks inadequate 
facilities after first visits 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


MANY of the facilities in jails 
in England and Wales are 
inadequate, forcing staff to 
work at an immense disadvan- 
tage, the next head of the 
prison service said after step- 
ping inside a jail for the first 
time. 

Derek Lewis, who admitted 
that unto four days ago his 
knowledge of prison life came 
from the media and the BBC 
comedy programme Porridge, 
said that during his visit to 
Brixton prison he had been 
surprised at the range of 
activities taking place on such 
a small site. 

Mr Lewis yesterday left his 
wife and two young daughters 
at home to sample Christmas 
inside when he visited 
Penionvvlle prison, north 
London, as pari of a survey of 
his 128-property estate. He 
has already been to Brixton 
and Aylesbury prisons, and 
today travels to Whitemoor 
prison in March, Cambridge- 
shire. “1 have an awful lot of 
listening to do and a lot of 
learning to do," Mr Lewis 
said. 

In his first interview since 
his appointment was an- 
nounced, Mr Lewis told The 


Times that though conditions 
in many jails were far from 
ideal, his ambition was to 
improve standards so that 
people from around die work! 
came to England and Wales to 
see how prisons should be run. 
He wanted to improve re- 
gimes, physical conditions 
and prison security. 

Mr Lewis, die first outsider 
to be appointed to head the 
service, said after visiting 
Brixton that, though he had 
been prepared for die physical 
look of the buildings, he had 
not expected the range of 



activities taking place within 
its Victorian walls. 

He had been surprised to 
find a microcosm of society, 
with staff running a substan- 
tial hospital, educational facili- 
ties and a big catering 
operation. "The throughput of 
people really Quite stretched 
my mind," Mr Lewis said. 

Praising the staff for the way 
they worked on an incredibly 
congested site, he added: “It 
does speak to me very strongly 
about the inadequacy of a lot 
of the physical facilities that 
must exist elsewhere. The 
people who -are hying to 
operate in Brixton and similar 
jails are under an immense 
disadvantage with those 
facilities." 

Mr Lewis, who takes over on 
a £125,000-a-year salary next 
month, held senior manage- 
ment positions with Ford of 
Europe, the Imperial Group 
and Granada. 

He turned down the first 


Lewis: “Private sector 
has important role" 


firm to consider the prison job, 
but was then persuaded to 
review his position. Until the 
approach, Mr Lewis said he 
had not thought a great deal 
about the successes or failures 


of the c riminal justice system 
orprisons. 

A lover of Donizetti and 
BdJini bel canto opera, a keen 

cydist and hill walker, the new 
chief executive mil push ahead 

with the service's strategy of 
giving greater powers to 
prison governors to manage 
their own jails. But. he said, 
there would be no shake-up 
for its own sake. Organ- 
isations such as the prison 
service, with 36,000 staff 
42,200 inmates and a £1.6 
billion annual budget were 
best run by allowing individ- 
uals to organise their own 
units within broad objectives 
and guidelines, he said. He 
had been impressed by the 
way management and staff at 
Brixtxm bad taken responsi- 
bility for their destiny. 

With the government keen 
to inject prrvate sector man- 
agement skills into the prison 
service. Mr Lewis signalled his 
enthusiasm for greater outside 
involvement The private sec- 
tor has got an important role 
to play because there are skills, 
resources and ideas available, 
all of which ought to be 
harnessed to help achieve our 
goals." he said. 
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Last of the few; restoration work on the world's only 
remaining Blenheim bomber is directed by Graham 
Warmer, a former RAF pilot. Right as the aircraft was 
found, abandoned in Canada- It will be ready to fly in the 
spring, after five years' work by ten volunteers at the 
British Aerial Museum at RAF Duxford, Cambridgeshire. 
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Charity needs a 
spiritual rock 


Dr Edward Norman 


A t die end of 
die world, Je- 
sus said, the 
righteous win be 
recognised as those 
who have shown 
pity. “I was hungry, 
and you gave me 
food: I was thirsty 
and you gave me 
drink; I was a 
stranger, and you 
took me in.” And 
when they ask how 
this can be, he says: “Inas- 
much as you have done it to 
one of the least of these my 
brothers you have done it to 
me." Amidst the unthinking 
cruelties and the collapsed 
hopes of human life, the dear 
message of the Saviour in- 
spires Christians still with the 
essential work of charity. In- 
deed, this Christmas season 
has become a kind of festival of 
good works, die occasion to 
remember the lonely and 
poor. How familiar it bas ail 
become — the harrowing im- 
ages of the world’s starving as 
a counter-culture to the afflu- 
ent binge around us. 

It will seem a species of 
blasphemy, therefore, to ques- 
tion exactly what the contem- 
porary impulses of humanit- 
arian charity disclose about 
modem society. Are we partic- 
ularly caring: is that one of the 
features which distinguishes 
this age from preceding ones? 
Are we notably altruistic? Are 
the men and women of today 
especially given to moral re- 
flection about the state of the 
planet? We like to suppose that 
tbat is the case. 

Our western culture, in fact 
is characterised by moral inco- 
herence. Ixs spiritual poverty is 
plain: our understanding of 
religion has become so lacking 
in content that it is now 
commonplace to regard all 
religions as the same. Morally, 
society has si milarl y reduced 
its consciousness to an affair of 
material welfare. Almost the 
whole fabric of the much- 
vaunted contemporary moral 
sense depends upon the provi- 
sion of welfare. For Christians, 
this all seems to be a simple 
implementation of the words 
of Christ For others it is a 
matter of self-evident decency, 
and often the furtherance of 
polemical antipathy to particu- 
lar groups or ideas which 
seem, to them, to have fostered 
past injustices. But few are 
actually able to give a name or 
a pedigree to the moral basis 
of social caring, it is done in 
the name of humanity itself. 

This doubtless has laudable 
qualities. Yet the matter is not 
quite so innocent. For the 
secular charitable impulses of 
the present day are in reality 
the main components of the 
religion of humanity. If the 
charitable organisations are 
now the Established Church, 
then the agents of welfare are 
the new priesthood. 

Weare looking, in fact, ar 
me benign paraphernalia of 
an alternative secular religion. 
Ite dusty Victorian name was 
Humanism. In essence it con- 
sists of the message that the 
material sufferings of man- 



kind are such that 
religious or ideolog- 
ical considerations 
are to be set aside to 
deal with the urgen- 
cies of the moment 
There are many 
symptoms: the 
assault for exam- 
ple. upon Catholic 
teaching about hu- 
man sexuality, on 
the grounds that 
human material 
urges supersede spiritual re- 
straints: the call for money to 
be spent on welfare rather 
than on cultural artifacts; the 
widespread conviction, reflect- 
ed in the new role of die 
United Nations, that humani- 
tarian considerations should 
have preced e nce over ideologi- 
cal ones. 

It is simple lack of historical 
perspective which makes us 
believe that the global depriva- 
tions of our own day are 
peculiarly urgent: the poor are 
always with us, and the scale of 
contemporary problems indi- 
cates only the increased popu- 
lation and enhanced forms of 
publicity. 


W hat comes to us, 
therefore, as a con- 
siderable advance in 
human self-understanding 
may really be a kind of 


may really be a kind of 
spiritual barbarism. In tradi- 
tional religion it was the 
priority of the spiritual over the 
material that mattered. The 
values people espoused were 
seen to be more important 
than material survival. The 
heroes of the culture then were 
men and women who gave up 
the advantage of material well- 
being to discover the spiritual 
treasures in the sands of the 
desert Today, the support of 
charity is for many a minor 
economic gesture, a clearing of 
conscience. 

Yet spirituality itself needs 
wqridly content In traditional 
religion, the impulses of chari- 
ly, the evanescent good works, 
are expression of belief: they 
are applied spirituality. They 

are the very reverse of the 
contemporary passion for sus- 
pending ideological consider- 
ations to give precedence to the 
material needs of humanity. 

□ Dr Norman is chaplain of 
Christ Church College, 
Canterbuiy. 


A HOPEFUL 
CHRISTMAS 


To all our kind friends: 
especially the berdt and 1 
redundant. 

You were left with so Unit I 
and gave so much lor the 
care of the gravely 111 

Our thanks go oat for your 

richness of spirit and truly 
snaring Grace. ; 
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Iran-Contra pardons put Bush’s place in history at risk 


From Jamie Deztme* 

IN WASHINGTON 

7WO years ago George Bush 
drew a line in the sand in the 
Gulf and accomplished the 
greatest achievement of his 
administration. On Christmas 
eve the ; president sought to 
draw another line, this time in 
an attempt to halt in their 
tracks domestic enemies intent 
on ensnaring him in the Iran- 
Contra affair. 

His pardoning of Caspar 
Weinberger, the former de- 
fence secretary, and five other 
aides to Ronald Reagan and 
intelligence directors has 
probably ended any chances 
of further prosecutions being 
mounted in connection with 
the affair. 

Judging by die storm of 
protest that has greeted die 
pardons. Mr Bush has gam- 
bled with his place in history. 
He hopes to be remembered 
as the man who freed Kuwait 
and alleviated suffering in 
Somalia. Some commentators 
suggested last night that by 
granting the pardons he will 
be recalled as the president 
who. in effect, pardoned him- 
self from wrongdoing. 

Within hours of Mr Bush’s 
announcement. Lawrence 
Walsh, the independent Iran- 
Contra prosecutor, spoke 
darkly and menacingly of 
presidential misconduct. 
Speaking on television. Mr 
Walsh gave a warning that he 
was now going to focus on Mr 
Bush’s alleged role in the Iran- 
Contra affair and he revealed 
for the first time that, like Mr 
Weinberger. Mr Bush ap- 
peared to have withheld notes 
on some meetings about sell- 
ing arms to Tehran that he 
attended when vice-president 
It is unlikely that Mr Walsh, 
who has laboured for 61 
months to no avail in his 
efforts to secure Iran-Contra 
convictions that would stick 
against senior Reagan aides, 
will be able to get Mr Bush 
into a courtroom. 

His attempts to retaliate 
against the pardons will con- 
tinue to haunt tire president 
when he leaves office and add 
to the unease about Mr Bush's 
decision to grant pardons. 

Since the election it has been 
on the cards that the president 
would seek to use his unre- 
stricted pardon powers to pro- 
tect Mr Weinberger, before 


■ The prosecutor in the Iran-Contra affair 
will now focus on the president’s role 



Clinton; criticised 
Mr Bush’s pardons 

the former Reagan aide faced 
trial on Januaiy 5. and others 
from Mr Walsh. Within days 
of his election defeat in Nov- 
ember. conservatives led fay 
Dan Quayle, the vice-pres>- 
dent. Senator Robert Dole 
and C. Boyden Gray, die 
White House counsel, had 
urged Mr Bush to pardon Mr 
Weinberger. 

From the beginning of die 
investigations into the Reagan 
administration’s selling of 
arms to Tehran and its supply- 
ing of the Nicaraguan Contra 
rebels. Republicans have al- 
ways maintained that enqui- 
ries into Iran-Contra, first by 
Congress and then by an 
independent prosecutor, had 
been politicised and that 
Democrats were trying to 
criminalise policy differences. 
Their anger was provoked 
further this autumn when Mr 
Walsh launched a new indict- 
ment against Mr Weinberger 
on the Friday before me 
election — an attempt. Repub- 
licans argued, to undermine 
the president’s bid for re- 
election. 

Reagan aides knew that 
with the Iran-Contra deals 
they were entering dangerous 
waters. The Democrat-con- 
trolled Congress had passed in 
1982 the Boland amendment 
that made it illegal to aid the 
Nicaraguan rebels. But as 
President Reagan grew more 
emotionally involved with the 


Clinton completes 
balanced cabinet 

From Martin Fletcher in Washington 


BILL Clinton, the US presi- 
dent-elect. completed the most 
diverse cabinet in American 
history on Christmas eve, in- 
cluding the appointment of 
more women, a fourth black 
and a second Hispanic. 

Mr Clinton selected Zoe 
Baird, 40. the general counsel 
of the Aetna life insurance 
company, to be America’s first 
female attorney-general. 
Mickey Kanlor. 53, his old 
friend and campaign manag- 
er, was appointed to the post of 
US trade representative. 

After some late juggling of 
contenders and jobs. Bruce 



Baird: re 
getting 


ration for 
gs done 


Babbitt, the former governor 
of Arizona and 1988 presiden- 
tial candidate, was appointed 
interior secretary, delighting 
environmentalists and con- 
firming the cabinet’s strong 
“green" bent Mr Clinton 
further pleased environmen- 
talists by naming John Gib- 
bons. director of the congres- 
sional Office of Technology 
Assessment to be his chief 
science adviser. 

Mike Espy. 39, a black 
congressman from Mississip- 
pi, is to be agriculture secre- 
tary. Federico Pena. 45, Den- 
ver’s Hispanic mayor, was 
made transportation sccretaiy. 
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The most controversial ap- 
pointment was that of 
Joycelyn Elders, the outspoken 
Arkansas health director, as 
surgeon-general. She has 
harshly criticised abortion op- 
ponents and their “love affair 
with the foetus” and favours 
the distribution of contracep- 
tives in schools. 

With these appointments 
Mr Clinton fulfilled his pledge 
of a cabinet that “looks like 
America”, risking the charge 
of making appointments by 
quota more than by merit 
Two more women have been 
given jobs that Mr Clinton 
intends to elevate to cabinet 
status, bringing the total to a 
record five. 

Mr Clinton has also 
spanned the Democratic par- 
ty's ideological fault lines and 
balanced experienced Wash- 
ington insiders, especially in 
the top economic and foreign 
affair s posts, with bold new 
thinkers culled from the coun- 
try’s universities and state 
governments. The appointees 
“represent the best in Ameri- 
ca”. said Mr Clinton. 

The trade representative’s 
appointment was eagerly 
awaited abroad, but Mr 
Kan tor has no track record 
that would label him a free- 
trader or protectionist The 
Los Angeles lawyer, who is 
known as a formidable negoti- 
ator, will have the responsi- 
bility of completing die 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade and North Ameri- 
can free trade accords and of 
defusing growing trade fric- 
tions with Japan and Europe, 
but he has no experience in 
this field. Once tipped as the 
next White House chief of 
staff, he appears to have been 
given the job almost as a 
consolation prize. 

Ms Baird’s appointment 
was also a surprise, though 
Mr Clinton was known to be 
seeking a woman to head the 
justice department She I s . tittle 
known outside legal arda 
and has only the slimmest 
record of public service. But 
she has risen rapidly in the 

g rivaie sector to become the 
rst female general counsel of 
a big US corporation. 

She has a reputation for 
getting things done, and is 
expected radically id restruc- 
ture a department that has 
become the powerhouse of 
Republican attempts to pro- 
mote conservative legal and 
social programmes. Mr Clin- 
ton her “a dynamic, 

talented and innovative law- 
yer .. . tough, tenacious and 
gifted”. 


Contras and became increas- 
ingly concerned about the 
plight of American hostages in 
Lebanon, caution in the ad- 
ministration was thrown to 
the wind. With Mr Reagan's 
blessing. Robert McFariane, 
the national security adviser, 
and his aide. Colonel Oliver 
North, with CIA help com- 
menced shipping aims, main- 
ly Hawk and Tow missiles, to 
Iran in February 1985. The 
shipments ended in October 
1986. 

The Contra pan of the affair 
started when at a meeting in 
London some American offici- 
als realised that they had 
$750,000 (about £500.000) 
left over from one transaction. 
Colonel Noth, according to 
one official present, quipped; 
“Let’s use it to support the 
Contras.” 

Some aides in the adminis- 
tration gave a warning of the 
dangers, foremost among 
them Mr Weinberger and 
George Shultz, the then Secre- 
tary of State. According to one 
Weinberger note, the vice- 
president, Mr Bush, was not 
opposed to the deals. Mr Bush 
has always insisted that he did 
not know about the Iran- 


Contra affair and that he was 
kept out of the "power loop’’. 

After congressional investi- 
gation anrf the long and 
expensive Welsh enquiry, 
three main questions remain 
to be answered about the 
affair. Did President Reagan 
knew exactly what his officials 
were up to? What did Mr 
Bush know and how much 
was he involved in the plotting 
of the polity? Has Mr Bush 
been involved in what Mr 
Walsh calls the “disturbing 
pattern of deception and ob- 
struction that permeated the 
highest levels of the Reagan 
and Bush administrations”? 
The Weinberger pardon has 
in effect vastly limited any- 
one’s ability in getting answers 
to those questions. 

Bin Clinton led the critics of 
Mr Bush’s pardons. They 
have also provoked a series of 
other questions that will dark- 
en toe final days of toe Bush 
administration and lead to a 
debate about die power of toe 
executive branch of govern- 
ment in America. Already 
politicians and lawyers were 
asking yesterday what sanc- 
tions are available to Congress 
when it is thwarted by the 
executive in discovering the 
truth behind presidential 
actions. 

Presidential pardon, page 1 
Leading article, page 13 
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'Weinberger, the former American defence secretary, answers reporters’ quest 
i and that of five others for their alleged involvement in the Iran-Contra affair 
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8 OVERSEAS NEWS 


On patrol in Somalia 

Americans go hunting 
for elusive ‘bad guys’ 


CORPORAL $oruiy and his 
male Teny, having evaded 
their officers while on patrol, 
sat in the shade of an acacia 
bush and ripped open the 
heavy flak jackets which have 
reduced the East-deploying US 
Marines to desiccated turtles 
under the intense Somali sun. 

“All i want is a raid beer." 
sighed Sonny, who arrived in 
Mogadishu, the Somali capi- 
tal two weeks ago. On Christ- 
mas day in Baidera the most 
aggressive act that he encoun- 
tered came from a goat which, 
unimpressed by his M 1 6 rifle 
and grenade launcher, 
munched the grass beside a 
wadi the young marine was 
patrolling. 

Teny tucked into cold tuna 
and noodles, spiced with ta- 
basco from a miniature bottle, 
which he was holding in a 
plastic bag. “Some Christ- 
mas," he said. "Can you make 
hamburgers out of camels?" 

The American forces in 
Somalia are on a dry opera- 
tion. so there was no chance of 
beer. As the United States and 


From Sam Kiley in baider 

other countries had sent sol- 
diers to relieve famine and 
bring peace to the violent 
anardiy which is modern-day 
Somalia, and because some of 
the armed Somalis have yet to 
accept fully that the looting 
party is over, soldiers had been 
instructed that Christmas fes- 
tivities would be postponed. 

“I guess ifs a good idea. We 
don't want to annoy the 
locals,” said Terry. 

The young "grunts” said 
they were happy to be involved 
in Operation Restore Hope: 
“But where have all the bad 
guys gone?" The “bad guys”, 
they had been told, were the 
gunmen of the four-wheel 
drive batdewagons. generally 
teenagers high on khat . a 
drug which resembles privet, 
who have reduced the country 
to a mass of starvation and 
shattered buildings. 

About 30 people die each 
day as a result of (heir activities 
in Baidoa. once a prosperous 
city on the Juba river, which 
along with other towns in the 
central Bay region fed most of 


Somalia. But the looting 
gangs — in Baidera they are 
members of the Marehan clan 
of the deposed dictator 
Mohamed Siad Barre — had 
Sed into the bush. 

“The US is not famous for 
staying on and finishing the 
job properly." said Sonny. “I 
sure hope they don’t pull us 
out before we have this place 
under control. I don’t want to 
go home [to California] and 
see on the TV that the place 
has disintegrated again.” This 
is the overwhelming attitude 
of the American soldiers, who 
are unhappy to have been sent 
to Somalia because it is un- 
comfortable. but anxious to 
put an end to the suffering 
they have seen. 

The men who may be able 
to point Sonny. Terry and 
their colleagues towards the 
“bad guys” — the US State 
Department and the CIA — 
suffered their first casualties 
on the day before Christmas 
eve. when one of their vehicles, 
out on a mine-hunting opera- 
tion ahead of the marines' 
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arrival in Baidera, hit an anti- 
tank mine not far horn where 
Sonny and Teny were sitting. 
The vehide was sent spinning 
into the air and somersaulted 
three times. One was killed, 
three injured.. “This is an 
active hostile area, so we 
expected something like that, 
but it still hurts," said Harry, 


who had malari a and so had 
not gone with them. 

The special forces men dress 
like photographers except that 
their multipocket vests are 
stuffed with guns and radio 
equipment They are unmis- 
takable, lean and fit: and they 
did not celebrate Christmas 
either. Their job has been to 


snoop around towns, such as 
Baidoa. Baidera, Kismayu 
and Mogadishu, ahead of die 
marines and to identify stash- 
es of weapons and heavy 
artillery and the heads of tlx 
looting gangs still in the area. 

“We know they are around. 
We know where some of their 
stuff has been hidden.” said 


Fred. “It's a pity that our 
timing was a bit off, or we 
could have swept into some 
compounds and delivered a 
very unpleasant present from 
Santa. But well nave to wait a 
few days." 

□ Nairobi: The United Na- 
tions said it has had to cut 
back mercy flights of food for 


starving Somalis because of 
fuel shortage in Kerou. Ar- 
thur Holdbrook. director of 
operations for the UN’s 3A orid 
Food Programme in Mogadh 
shu, said yesterday that for the 
past three days mercy flights 
had been reduced by three a 
day from an average of 14 
because of shortages. (Reuter) 
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Mines fail to stop 
marines taking 
sixth famine town 

From Reid Miller in Mogadishu 

Washington wants it done as 
soon as possible 
Boutros Boutros Ghali. the 
UN secretary-general, who 
has urged the Americans to 
stay longer and play a greater 
role in Somalia, met Lawrence 
Eagieburger, the US Secretary 
of State, on Wednesday to 
discuss the shift. Diplomats 
who attended a security coun- 
cil briefing by the secretary- 
general said the exchange of 
command is likely to be gradu- 
al with UN peacekeepers 


AMERICAN Marines and 
French Foreign Legionnaires 
secured Oddur shortly after 
dawn yesterday, a Christinas 
day prize in a race to wrest 
Somalia’s aid distribution cen- 
tres from bandits. 

The town was the sixth to 
come under the control of the 
American-led military coali- 
tion. The day before, 750 
marines took Baidera. about 
200 miles west of Mogadishu. 
The 350 Legionnaires and 
250 marines took Oddur’s din 
airstrip and swept through the 
town of about 30,000. As in 
each previous deployment, not 
a shot was fired. 

Marine Chief Warrant Of- 
ficer Eric Carlson, briefing 
reporters in Mogadishu, said 
the French-American team re-, 
ported finding an estimated 
5.000 anti-tank and anti- 
personnel mines on roads and 
paths around the town. 

“Their main task today is to 
get a handle on the mine 
situation and dear the airport” 
for the resumption of food 
flights, the officer said. He 
said no mines were found on 
the airstrip or main roads. 
Mines were strewn across 
Somalia as part of the dan 
fighting that broke out after 
Mohamed Siad Barre. the 
dictator, was overthrown. 

The first American casualty 
of the humanitarian mission 
was named last night as 
Lawrence N. Freedman, 51. 
He was killed when an Ameri- 
can vehide hit an anti-tank 
mine. With only two more 
towns left on the multinational 
task force’s list of targets, UN 
officials were drafting plans to 
take over the job of moving 
food to the starving and 
rehab Oita ting the shattered 
nation. No timetable has been 
set for the changeover in 
command from the US to the 
UN. diplomats at UN head- 
quarters in New York said, but 



Boutros Ghali: seeks 
greater American role 

moving into areas where rov- 
ing brigands have been sub- 
dued. M arrack Goulding. the 
under secretary-general in 
charge of peacekeeping, and 
his UN staff of 22 were 
consulting local military offici- 
als on the transition. 

President Bush, who will 
visit Somalia on New Year’s 
eve. has expressed the hope 
that American troops could be 
corning home by the time Bill 
Clinton takes office on Janu- 
ary 20. More than 1S.000 
American servicemen and 
women are in Somalia, either 
ashore or on board ships just 
off the coast. (APj 

Letters, page 13 


Veteran of struggle to 
end apartheid dies 

From Michael Hamlyn in Johannesburg 


HELEN Joseph, the British- 
bom anti-apartheid cam- 
paigner who carried on 
undaunted despite suffering a 
series of banning orders, 
being acquitted of treason and 
becoming the first person in 
South Africa subjected to 
house arrest, died yesterday in 
hospital here. She was 87. 

Mrs Joseph was bom in 
Mid hurst. West Sussex, and 
educated at a convent and 
King’s College, London. After 
teaching in India, she moved 
to South Africa as a teacher in 
1931. She did not become 
politically active until 1 953. 

She helped form the Con- 
gress of Democrats and the 
Federation of South African 
Women. After taking a lead- 
ing role in anti-pass law 
demonstrations, she was 
arrested and charged with 
treason in 1956. She was 
acquitted five years later. 

She received her first ban- 
ning order in 1957. From 
1962 to 1971 she was under 
house arrest Each time her 
restrictions were eased she 
took up her campaign against 
apartheid. She was banned 
again for two years in 1980. 

Each Christinas day. when- 


ever her restrictions allowed, 
friends gathered at her house 
at midday to drink a toast to 
apartheid’s victims. Nelson 
Mandela and Walter Sisulu 
railed on her on their first 
Christmas day out of jail. 

This year at midday her 
friends gathered {at another 
house) and drank the toast - 
but Mrs Joseph had been 
taken to hospital with a stroke 
ten days earlier. 


Obituary, page IS 
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Nationalist leader 
demands creation 
of greater Serbia 


From Tim Judah and DessaTrevisan in Belgrade 

SSS ffisMSMajs as 

W forjhe legal creation of TTielfctoiyof Mr Milosevic 2?JEH 


greater Serbia. Mr Seselj was 
setting oat his demands for 
joining the Serbian Socialists 
in a coalrfon government. 

Mr Seselj is seeking the 
recogniticn of the two sdf- 
prodaimtd Serb republics in 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina whj± would pave the 
way for Jheir political union 
with Serttf a proper. “Yugosla- 
via will narognise the indepen- 
dence of 'be Serb republic [in 
Bosnia] and the Serb republic 
of Krajira. which will then 
join Yugoslavia as federal 
units." he said. 

Mr Seselj was speaking in 
Belgrade as a new exodus of 
thousand: of Muslims fled 
northern Bosnia and an ad- 
vance guard of Canadian Uni- 
ted Natkns troops pulled out 
of the ana, saying that local 
Serbs were determined to 
finish the "ethnic cleansing" 
of the area unhindered 

In die Croatian town of 
Novska. police reported a 
wave of Muslim refugees from 


and Mr Seselj and the fear of 
some form of foreign military 
intervention appear to have 
spurred die authorities in the 
northern Bosnian Serb capital 
of Banja Luka to persist with 
hardline policies. The 45 Ca- 
nadian UN troops who had 
been stationed there pulled 
out on Thursday, saying that 
there had been no agreement 
over the deployment of the 
900 troops that were to have 
followed them. 

lieutenant General Satish 
Nambiar, the commander of 
all UN forces in former Yugo- 
slavia. said yesterday that mili- 
tary intervention in die 
Bosnian war would only cost 
more lives. Thousands of UN 
soldiers have been deployed as 
peacekeepers in Bosnia to 
keep Sarajevo airport open for 
relief flights and to escort land 
convoys bearing food and 
medicine to Bosnian civilians. 
General Nambiar said that 
the UN troops and their 
humanitarian mission would 


Pope pleads cause 
of peace in Bosnia 

From John Phillips in rome 


THE Pope, in his traditional 
Urbi et Oti Christmas mess- 
age. yesterday made a thinly 
veiled appeal for the siege of 
Sarajevo 10 end. describing 
the peopes of Bosnia as 
“hostages of planned and 
inhuman violence". 

Speaking from the main 
balcony ir St Peters Square, 
the Pope recalled that next 
month he will be meeting 
European church leaders at 
Assisi to lold special prayers 
for peace in Europe: The 
pontiff wged those “who 
brandish violent and murder- 
ous arms' to “listen to the 
voice of lone". 

The thoughts of Christians 
go out to people “for whom 
Christmas this year is marked 


by fear, sadness and pain", the 
Roman Catholic leader told a 
crowd of pilgrims huddled 
under umbrellas. “1 am think- 
ing of the children of Sarajevo, 
of Banja Luka, of the peoples 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina, the 
hostages of planned and un- 
human violence." 

The expulsion of some 400 
Palestinians from Israel also 
angered the Pope. “How can 
we not be concerned at the 
dimate of hate and hostility 
which in the holy land, the 
{dace sanctified by the birth of 
the divine peacemaker, is stm 
exercising its heavy influence 
and driving still further away 
the hopes aroused by the 
peacemaking process begun 
in Madrid?” 


be endangered by internation- 
al milftaiymtervention. 

in Serbia, die main opposi- 
tion coalition. Depos, has 
been stunned at being pushed 
into third place by Mr Sesdj's 
Serbian Radical party, which 
it insists is fascist His parry 
militia have been accused of 
taking part in the massacre of 
more than 3.000 Muslims in 
Brcko, northern Bosnia, last 
spring. 

Serb nationalists have con- 
sistently said that their ulti- 
mate aim was a “Union of 
Serbian States" which would 
indude Serbia. Montenegro, 
and the two self-prod aimed 
republics in Bosnia and Cro- 
atia. However, the previous 

S ment of Mr Milosevic 
at proposing the recog- 
nition of these two units. 
However, should the rump 
Yugoslav state recognise them, 
there is a provision in its 
constitution for their accession 
to what would in effect be 
greater Serbia. 

Mr Milosevic's Socialist 
party won 47 seals in the 
federal parliament, with 33 
for the Radicals and a mere 2 1 
for Depos. The results for the 
Serbian parliament followed 
the same proportions: Mr 
Milosevic wall probably have 
to enter a coalition with the 
Radicals, although Mr Seselj 
has said that if the Socialists 
fail to form a federal govern- 
ment, President Cosic of Yu- 
goslavia will be forced to ask 
him to form a cabinet 
Mr Seselj wants the expul- 
sion of about one million 
ethnic Albanians from south- 
ern Serbia and the deporta- 
tion of Croats still in Serbia. 
He dismissed allegations of 
electoral fraud and said Milan 
Panic, the Yugoslav prime 
minister and defeated Serbian 
presidential candidate, would 
face prosecution if he re- 
mained in Serbia. 

The Serbian electoral com- 
mission has rejected Mr Pan- 
ic's demand that the elections 
be annulled on the ground of 
fraud, but its Yugoslav coun- 
terpart has said that new polls 
will be held at 196 polling 
stations, less than 2 percent of 
the total. 

With the troops, page J 
Weekend, page 1 



Season of hope: a Bosnian girl praying during a midnight Mass attended by 500 
local Croatian Catholics at Kalvanja chapel, near the British base at Vitez 

Macedonia ready to seal border 


MACEDONIA will dose its 
border with the southern Ser- 
bian province of Kosovo if 
trouble breaks out among the 
ethnic Albanian population 
there, Lfubomir Erdcovski, the 
republics interior minister, 
was reported as saying. 

“We cannot support anyone 
and we cannot allow ourselves 
to interfere in somebody else’s 


from Reuter in skopje 

conflict" he told Nova 
Makedonija, the Skopje daily. 

Macedonia is due to sign an 
agreement with the United 
Nations for the deployment of 
UN protection forces along its 
borders with Serbia and Alba- 
nia to stop potential ethnic 
violence between Albanians 
and Serbs in Kosovo from 
spilling over. They would in- 


dude 700 soldiers. 35 military 
observers, ten civilian observ- 
ers. 26 civilian police and 50 
administrative personnel 
Mr Frckovski said Macedo- 
nia was preparing refugee 
camps for an expected influx 
in case of fighting. “The 
government would afterwards 
transfer the refugees outside 
Macedonia." he said. 
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British driver defies 
sniper fire to bring 
in Christmas cheer 

FROM Joel Brand in Sarajevo 


WORKING on Christmas 
day is not unusual among 
tony drivers, but what makes 
Colin Ketteringham different 
is that yesterday he drove his 
lorry into Sarajevo. 

Every second day since 
November, except for the rare 
day off, Mr Ketteringham and 
his 20 British colleagues 
bring food to this besieged 
city. Christmas day was no 
different “I’m not being 
brave. I just wanted a chall- 
enge." Mr Ketteringham. 3 1. 
from Morton. Lincolnshire, 
said. “I enjoy being here and 1 
enjoy the job. It’s not a job 
really, its giving people some 
help.” the father of two said 
outride a shrapnel-scarred 
food warehouse in the dry. 

Behind him Sarajevans 
scrambled to unload the 15 
tons of sugar Mr Kettering- 
ham brought with him for 
Christmas. The only thing 
different about Christinas 
was that they brought twice 
as many trucks of food and 
each driver carried some extra 
goodies in his cab to hand out 
inride the city. He was sating 
his goodies — a bag of 
oranges and chocolates — for 
“a little blond kid who always 
seems to miss out" when the 
drivers hand out sweets. 

“I know it is Christmas day. 
but when you come Into 
Sarajevo you forget about 
Christmas. There’s not a lot of 
people in Sarajevo celebrat- 
ing Christmas: All you see is 
people searching for water 
and trying to survive.” Mr 
Ketteringham said. 

Yesterday Mr Kettering- 
ham brought his thirteenth 
truckload of food to the Bosni- 
an capital Since November 
he has delivered nearly 200 
tons of food. It was also his 
25th and 26th time crossing 
“sniper alley”. For the last few 
miles before the city and once 
inside the drivers wear dark- 
blue Oak jackets with large 
ceramic bullet-proof plates on 
the front and back 

The drivers, most of them 
unemployed before they took 
this job, are some of the few 
people who cross the devas- 
tated no man’s land between 
the Serb and Bosnian forces 
in urtarmoured vehicles. 
More than a couple of the 
drivers have had the cabs of 
their lorries pierced by sniper 
fire. 

Ukrainian armoured per- 


sonnel carriers escort the 
convoys, but they offer little 
protection from snipers and 
shrapnel — the biggest killers 
in the former Olympic city. 

Mr Ketteringham misses 
being with his family on 
Christmas day, particulmly 
since it is his son Ben's sixth 
birthday. “They’re up. and by 
now Ben should be wrecking 
evetyone’s ankles with his 
new remote-control car." Mr 
Ketteringham, said looking at 
his watch. His children are 
proud of him, he say’s. He 
gives them reports of what is 
happening for them to tell 
their class. A few weeks ago 
the class took up a collection 
for clothing to send to Saraje- 
vo. “They’re not worried 
because they’re not aware of 
the dangers that are here. My 
wife is. but to them I'm just 
doing a job." 

Mr Ketteringham was driv- 
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ing a lorry from England to 
Morocco when a friend told 
him about a job driving aid 
trucks to Sarajevo. He said he 
just wanted to do something a 
lit tie different. “I just heard 
about it. went for the job, and 
here 1 am today,” he said. It 
was a quiet day in Sarajevo, 
but sniper fire could still be 
heard not too far away and 
there were still a couple of 
mortar rounds to be heard. 

“When you see Sarajevo it 
makes a mockery of ‘peace on 
Earth and goodwill to all 
men’." He said the situation 
was different, but the danger 
was veiy much like the four 
months he spent in Belfast in 
19S1. 

Mr Ketteringham says he 
knew almost nothing about 
Sarajevo before he took the 
job two months ago. “I knew 
the Olympics had been here 
and that's it Basically it was 
just another war on television. 
You never realise who was 
fighting who.” 
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Made for Your Comfort ... From The 
Inside Out 




traditional Lasting Quality 
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Exceptional Value For Money 






FINE QUALITY 
FURNITURE 
DIRECT FROM THE 
MANUFACTURER 

Sofas, sofa beds and 
armchairs. Large range of 
models and sizes. 

Select your own comfort 
level from a choice of soft 
or firm springs, feather, 
multilux or fibre cushions. 
Models with short or long I 
seats and iow or high 1 
backs. 

Thousands of covering 
fabrics available including 
designs from Sanderson, 
Liberty and our exclusive 
Plumpton House Textiles. 

v*. cojy All Mulriyork 
-O upholstery 

5 a V i 2 has a hard ; 

t- \V/ C W O O d 
^ § frame and 

stee i 

spring 

construction which is 
guaranteed for 10 years. 



£ 

>»>>•*** 
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Individually Made To Order In The 
Fabric Of Your Choice 


LARGE CHOICE OF SALE OFFER 
FABRICS AT CONSIDERABLE 
SAVINGS. FOR EXAMPLE 
CAMBRIDGE COVERED IN EVELYN 
LIST OFFER 

Armchair 524 393 

Small Sofa 788 591 

Medium Sofa 906 679 

Large Sofa 1053 789 

LOW COST CREDIT TERMS 
AVAILABLE ... ASK FOR DETAILS 


Keep this safe 
and it will do 
the same for you. 


IN THE EVENT OF A GAS LEAK. 

Don't smoke. Don't use naked flames. 

15 

Don't turn electric switches on or off. 


Do turn off the gas supply at the meter. 

H 

Do open doors and windows to get 
rid of the gas. 


Most [Langes Have Tailored Totally 
. Removable Covers 

Brighton! 25 CHw^sa^.TwiEvci,BDw>HwT*T.ffira^gi 

BRISTOL 

BROMLEY ......... WEsrwofiiAre piace. 

CAMBRIDGE l Miiw ROW. C* ItomWs 0 wheh-_- --.02233 

COLCHESTHL... 1 Vua ftm Sr*^r. NW Tcuoate tore 0206 4OT0 

DERBY—. nn3B*Ba*rrCNUw.OR ; Sr.PEtnwSTf«n-~-.-^24^TJ 

GUILDFORD 

HARROGAH 33»Pa*<«*w StnEt.O^m 

HORNCHURCH .. 187 SnttT. NottoT* **'**£■ 

KENSMGTOH ***- BCT.AistweA T* 071 5S9 2303 

HNGS ROAD..-. 555 Kws Row (FUjwm&oJ. — -071 |7i “g 

KINGSTON 

LOUGHTON ....... i6S*Etafta*n0m>src$Mi«i®Pia JJ] 

MANCHESTER- 12*4 Sr. Mw* Bet. WB®whw«e —061 KS 433W 


OPEN DAILY 
UNTIL 5.30pm 
SATURDAYS 
& SUNDAYS 
UNTIL 6pm 


Don't leave it to someone else. Call the 
gas emergency service. (Under Gas in your 
local British Telecom directory). 


We also have special oners on a 
large range of period style 
reproduction furniture in oak, 
cherry, mahogany and yew. 


HAIDSTONE soffit HiwSinECT. Oworc Lions 0622 683072 

BHIK SUFFOLK TM0u>lbL,IA31JS. BErAW0fl43.Nn.fW. fee— 0379 783413 

NORTHAMPTON 10WA»*nwST. — 0604 28545 

IfOfjVViCH „ agMHPnm w«jb Rattan to Hoia.N n« H. 06 03616839 

PALMERS GRESt — 309OT1 Gn@i L»ts, tocerc Thmoe 061 8887514 

READING—- Wbsal£ Sthbt. Vtoca»DJ.Y. Ccuwa — 07345830S 

SHEFFIELD - 2»OwnBiSaii»0«>0sml»o««o 0742722801 

ST. ALBANS 1fiCHisraiwf^»^« 7 ^H«i---_JI73788W 

SUTTON aweRmO+osnEMwPtKTOn* 081 6433242 

SWISS COTTAGE— ftoUYftao, Boats .^071 7227810 

TUfffilflDGEWBXS lOfifll3C#tvaiE»Hom.ew»0«*0 O0B2 528611 

WATFORD 125 Tw Pmuoe. Off: T« Forfl*SWfianr 0922 230Q42 

WEYBRJDGE-— MW(>umSti*et 1 WiSt.J«£C»u*h 0932859390 


Number of Stickers Required; 


MOW OPEN IN GUILDFORD- HARROGATE & TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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Exiles in icy no man’s land disappointed over Arab states’ failure to abandon peace talks 


Palestinians left to shiver 

\ 
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outnuml 
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in snowstorm without aid 


From Peter Smjerdon 

IN MARI AZ-ZAHOUR. LEBANON 

PALESTINIAN deportees, 
stranded in an icy south 
Lebanon no man's land, shiv- 
ered through a night of snow. 

More than 400 Palestin- 
ians. expelled by Israel last 
week, dried their dothes and 
mattresses in die open yester- 
day. They said they wra 
preparing for another snow- 
storm amid shortages of food, 
medicine and heating fuel. 

Israel and Lebanon are 
blocking Red Cross food ship- 
ments to the men. each gov- 
ernment saying that the other 
is responsible for their well- 
being. “Last night none of us 
felt warm. We were so odd. we 
could not sleep," Dr Aziz 
Dwaik said. "My legs are still 
frozen," he added, jumping 
up and down to keep warm. 

Some deportees wandered 
the snow-covered rocky hills 
around their makeshift tem 
camp looking for sticks to light 
fires. Others sat in a sudden 
burst of sunshine reading the 
Koran. They held Friday pray- 
ers in the slush. 

Shaikh Homed al-Bitawi, 
who leads prayers at Jerusa- 
lem's al-Aqsa mosque, called 
on Arab delegations to aban- 
don the Middle East talks 
because Israel “does not un- 
derstand the language of 
peace but understands only 
the language of the sword". 



■ Hie Red Cross is still waiting for the end 
of bans on food and medicine for deportees 


humanitarian aid through Is- 
rael’s sedf-prodaimed security 
zone in south Lebanon. Earli- 
er Yitzhak Rabin, the prime. 
minis ter, who has dedared 
that the expulsion orders were 
“not subject to change”, had 
described the Red Cross re- 
quest as “very peculiar". On 
Wednesday the Red Cross 
asked Israel to supply the 
Palestinians with food, medi- 
cine and water. It bad assemb- 
led an aid convoy ready to 
move to the camp. 

Dr Dwaik. who like other 
deportees was keeping up with 
the latest radio news, had said 
dial if Israel allowed aid 
through it would mean that 
Israel acknowledged that it 
was folly responsible for the 
deportees. “If Israel refuses, 
there is nothing we can do but 
to carry on suffering until God 
decides our future and finds a 
solution.- or our souls will go 
hungry, thirsty and cold to 
their creator,” Dr Dwaik said. 

Lebanon, which says it will 
not allow Israel to use its 
territory as a dumping ground 
for Palestinians from the Is- 
raeli-occupied territories, on 
Monday barred relief agen- 
cies from sending the men aid 
from its side. 


The deportees, who are 
accused by Israel of being 
members of M uslim funda- 
mentalist groups that have 
staged a series of attacks on 
soldiers and policemen, issued 
a statement wishing Chris- 
tians around the world a 
merry Christmas. 

They complained that they 
were having to drink water 
from a dirty stream after their 
supplies of dean water had 
run out. “Our biggest problem 
is water.” Dr Omar Farwana 
said. “We cant boil it because 
we ran out of kerosene. We 
dont know what we can do.” 

The Israeli cabinet, meeting 
in special session yesterday, 
voted to reject a request from 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross to allow 


Zuheir Abdullah, a United 
Nations information officer, 
said: “Everything is very diffi- 
cult and harsh here. They have 
shortages in medicine, they 
drink dirty water that they 
can't boil and half of their 
heaters are not working. But 
strangely enough their morale 
is still high.” 

The Palestinians staged a 
dawn-w-dusk hunger strike 
on Thursday to pressure Israel 
into allowing humanitarian 
aid to reach them and to save 
food. They said they might fast 
again today. 

The Palestinians were dis- 
appointed that the Arab coun- 
tries participating in the peace 
talks, who met on Thursday, 
had failed to withdraw from 
Arab-Israeti negotiations. The 
foreign ministers of Egypt. 
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan 
ended their meeting in Cairo 
by saying the Arabs would 
take the issue back to the 
United Nations and ask the 
security council to set a dead- 
line for the Palestinians’ re- 
turn home. The deportees said 
in a statement “We urge the 
Arabs to stop immediately and 
withdraw completely from the 
peace negotiations.” 

Dr Dwaik commented: “We 
hoped it [the meeting] would 

tlie ball back in the security 
council's court.” (Reuter) 

Israeli ban on aid, page 1 
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Troubled tradition: a Christian procession passes through Manger Square in 
Bethlehem. Security was tight after die deportation of 415 Mustixns 


From Reute i 

IN BETHLLltE! I 

SHOPS were shuttled, the 
weather was misers >le and 
the people glum- For another 
year, the jay of Christ nas m a 1 
town under military occupa- . 
non was a casually of nc Arab- . 
Israeli conflict. 

Israel’s expulsion nf 415 
Palestinians to south ebanoa- 
wrecked what Chris ians in . 
the traditional bird dace of 
Christ hoped woult be the., 
happiest holiday in , ve years 
of Palestinian reroli against 
Israeli role. “The exp ilsion of. 
the Palestinians has created 
an atmosphere of 
gloom, anger and fn stratum. 
People are being hu Elias 
Freij, Bethlehem’s Pa estinian 
mayor, said. 

Israeli soldiers an| police- 
men outnumbered 
and worshipped iru 
Square, cordoned off Ls part of 
annual security riwaF against 
possible Palestinian! 
stnitions. Visitors 
through some police 
detectors. 

Bethlehem official: said sec- 
urity was more fo tenj ; 111371 111 
previous years. Tie army 
placed three Palestinian refu- 
gee camps near tie town 
under curfew. Onl 1 a few 
restaurants and sh ps were 
open and they wet largely 
deserted. A handful >f people 
listened to an Israli police 
band play some festi e tunes. 
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Language of Jesus 
lingers on in land 
Islam conquered 

From Christopher Walker in maaloula 


A t the heart of a linguistic 
mystery which continues 
to puzzle the experts, the 
18,000 inhabitants of Maa- 
loula and two nearby Syrian 
mountain villages, Bakhaa 
and Joubadeen. continue to 
converse in Aramaic, the lan- 
guage spoken by Jesus. 

This Christinas, as their 
forefathers have dime for 
thousands of years, they salut- 
ed one another with the 
seasonal greeting “AUkel 
melotte conch". They are 
believed to be the only people 
still using the andent tongue. 

“It is truly amazing” said 
Father Faez Freqate, the grey- 
bearded senior clergyman at 
the local Greek Catholic 
church buflt soon after Con- 
stantine the Great ended the 
official persecution of Chris- 
tianity in 3 13. “When you see 
a baby being spoken to in 
Ararat you are immediately 


NEWSINBRIEFl 


Gorbachev 
speaks of 
his regret 

Moscow: Mikhail Gorbachev 
regrets the demise of the 
Soviet Union but says it is 
“impossible to bring back the 
USSR” according to an inter- 
view published yesterday, the 
first anniversary of his resigna- 
tion. The former Soviet leader 
attacked President Yeltsin, 
saying he failed to come up 
with new ideas and put politics 
above the national interest 
Still popular abroad, Mr 
Gorbachev. 61, is disliked at 
home. In his interview with 
die daily newspaper Tmd, he 
spoke of those who deserted 
him after he resigned. (AP) 

Marchers held 

Delhi: About 2,000 Hindus 
were arrested in Faizabad 
when they tried to march to a 
temple erected on the nibble of 
the mosque in Ayodhya. The 
marchers demanded that 
Hindus be permitted to pray 
there. (AFP) 

Tamils killed 

Colombo: Seventy-two sol- 
diers and Tamil guerrillas 
were killed in a fierce gun- 
battle in Sri Lanka’s Eastern 
province when an army con- 
voy returning to camp was at- 
tacked by about 250 men. 

Present time 

Paris: Two hundred homeless 
men, women and children in- 
vaded the luxury Georges V 
hold in central Paris and dis- 
tributed gifts. (AFP) 

Degrees under 

Ankara: A drowsy hospital 
patient swallowed a thermom- 
eter that he thought was medi- 
cine. Surgeons later removed 
it (Reuter) 


transported back to what it 
must have been tike when the 
baby Jesus was addressed by 
Mary.” 

The priest was dispensing 
robust local wine to early 
morning viators to the St 
Sergios convent where he 
lives, and en thralling pilgrims 
and scholars who had flocked 
to the village. 35 miles north 
of Damascus, by playing them 
a tape of the Lord’s Prayer in 
Aramaic. 

“The viDageis use it in then- 
homes; but they only speak it 
they do not read or write it" 
be. said. “But in recent years. 
Aramaic has been undergoing 
a renaissance. A local profes- 
sor has put together a book of 
Aramaic words translated 
into Arabic, with which it has 
marry similarities.” 

A professor from Trento 
University, in northern Italy, 
Stood entranced by the curi- 
ous-sounding words on the 
tape; perched on a stone shelf 
in the 2,000-year-old monas- 
tery. “It is very emotional to 
actually hear the language of 
Christ,” he said. 

Aramaic is a western Semit- 
ic langua g e which was once 
the official tongue of the 
Persian empire. It remained 
in wide use for a few centuries 
after Christ’s death before 
dying out when the Arabs 
conquered the region and 
spread the new faith of Islam. 

The mystery is why Arama- 
ic is stiD spoken in just these 
three villages [Maaknda, 
Bakhaa and Joubadeen] and 
not. for instance, in another 
less than a mile down the 
road.” Fr Frey ate said, dis- 
pensing more wine in tiny 
silver cups. “The best theory is 
that the people here were 
transplanted from some- 
where else and were deter- 
mined to maintain their 
traditions.” 

T he spectacular geography 
of Maaloula provides 
another explanation, its 
houses virtually hang from 
the side of sheer, rose-col- 
oured dills and is reached 
only by way of a narrow 
winding road. The remoteness 
combined with the timeless 
scenes of donkeys staggering 
under loads of wood add to 
the biblical quality of the 
village, whose name means 
“entrance". 

“We are all very proud to 


himself spoke. At home 
and in the street we use it all 
the time, it has a wonderful 
sound,” said Fas is Knbaa, 20, 
a shop assistant. 

A$ part of the Aramaic 
revival encouraged by an in- 
creased flow of foreign lan- 
guage students, some of the 
shops contain tapes of local 
son^ in Aramaic. 

Today's villagers seem de- 
termined to keep the lan- 
guage alive, despite the 
trappings of the 20th century. 
“As long as we have oar 
firesides at which to teach 
each other. Aramaic win cot 
be allowed to die.” said Mich- 
ael Abu Georges, who sells 
Aramaic cassettes. 
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FA1RDOWN TEAK 
EFFECT AND 
WHITE BEDROOM 
FURNITURE SET 

2 tons bedroom 
lufltfure. Teak efled 
wtih While easy-to-ctoon 
surfaces. Comprteli 
Double Wardrobe 
hanging rafl) 900 x 
xl&fOmm; Bectalde 
Cabinet 590x395* 
495mm: 4 Drawer Chest 
750 x 395 x 750mm 
Saif-assembly. 
WoilSJW*- 


COMPLETE SET 

SALE — 
PRICE „ CD 
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FAJRDOWN WHITE BEDROOM FURNITURE SET 

m Wnue. sasHo-dean surfaces. Comprising: 
Double i Wardrobe (with hanging rain 900 x 
1 600mm; Desk 1120x3Xx>30mm; 

3 Drawer Chest 750 x 395 x 590mm; 

Bedside Cabinet 335 X 795 X 590mm. 

Self-assembly. Was£W9V 


FAIRDOWN OAK EFFECT AND CREAM 
BEDROOM FURNITURE SET 

2 tone bedroom furniture. Oak effect and Cream 
Comprising: Double wardrobe (with hanging rain 
710 x 460 x WO Omm; Dressing Table 440 x 1000 x 750mm; 

iw ii —i | *?J£*«Ch«f 595 x 360 
&•*.*- I * 75ftnm. Sen-assembly. 
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Was S3&99-SAVE £6 

SDrawer Chest 
£?0*5X) xMOrvn 
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Chernomyrdin picks 
liberal to command 
pro-market strategy 






,« . . v . t ' - • 


VIKTOR Chernomyrdin, the 
Russian prime minister, has 
appointed a liberal minister to 
head economic policy in an 
attempt to prove to his critics 
his commitment to the pro- 
market restructuring of the 
economy. 

Boris Fyodorov, a surprise 
choice, was finance minister 
before the cal] apse of the 
Soviet Union, a co-author of 
one of the earliest reform 
packages who resigned after 
accusing the government of 
President Gorbachev of slip- 
ping bade, into command 
methods of economic control. 

His elevation to the position 
of overall control of strategy is 
seen as a sign that Mr Cherno- 
myrdin, a moderate conserva- 
tive, is prepared to entertain 
radical figures at the heart of 
his government but it re- 
mains difficut to see how he 
intends to reconcile his own 
cautious line on reform with 
the cabinet 

The liberal Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta summarised the 
doubts about the efficacy of the 
hybrid cabinet “The reform 
potential of this government is 
doubtful because the minds of 
the head of government and 
his key ministers are set differ- 
ently." Mr Fyodorov said that 
he would make the control of 
inflation his priority and that 
he intended to continue the 


From Awe McElvov in Moscow 


Policies begun during the past 
year- “ M arket-ori ented rela- 
tions will ultimately help our 
counoy out of a difficult 
situation," he said yesterday. 
“These envisage that the state 
wfll no longer support enter- 
prises which cannot withstand’ 
competition." Mr Chernomy- 
rdin, after his first cabinet 


Moscow. Russia arm*; to 
conclude the talks on a se- 
cond strategic arms redac- 
tion treaty in the new year 
and has offered America a 
summit on January 2 awl 
3 in Sochi to sign the deal. 
It would eliminate land- 
based multiple warhead 
missiles and cut stockpiles 
of warheads. Lawrence 
Eagleburger, US Secretary 
of State, will meet Andrei 
Kozyrev, Russia’s foreign 
minister, tomorrow. 


meeting, emphasised the need 
for reform “taking info ac- 
count the social factor**. 

The prime minister's ap- 
pointments reflect the desire of 
President Yeltsin to keep the 
inner core of his original team 
together, even if me vicissi- 
tudes of the Congress of 
People's Deputies last week, 
resulted in the loss of Mr 
Gaidar. If. as the pessimists 
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ROOKING 

GRADE 

CHIPBOARD 

Tongued and 
Grooved on 
lour edges. 
8*x 2* 18mm. 
Was.£*99- 
SAVE 20p 
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D.I.Y BARGAINS 


BLACK & DECKER BD1602 
2 HEAT PAIN15TRIPPER/HEATGUN 

1600 watt. Low heat (300°C) 
and high 
heat 
(560°C). 

Was£2*93- 
SAVE £3 


BOSCH CSB 550* WO 
SPEED HAMMER DRILL + EXTRAS 

550 waH. 13mm chuck. With depth 
. front handle and ffltedplog. 

In special pack while stocks last. 




Puj 



SPECIAL 

PURCHASE 


55 49 
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SOLID PINE WORKBENCH 

Pro-drilled for easy assembly. E rigs 

mtHTT 

920mm. Ar 

Self- assembly 


1.99 
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believe, the exit of Mr Gaidar 
heralds a threat to reform, the 
Russian leader is not giving 
up without a crafty fight 

In proposing die unwary 
Mr Chernomyrdin to succeed 
Mr Gaidar. Mr Yeltsin calcu- 
lated that the new incumbent 
would not have a “cabinet in 
waiting" prepared. He also 
insisted that the government 
be announced swiftly, thus 
obliging Mr Chernomyrdin to 
fall back on existing figures. 

Mr Fyodorov’s appeal to the 
prime minister is based cm his 
reputation as a financial ex- 
pert He has been working ar 
the European Bank of Recon- 
struction and Development in 
London and speaks fluent 
English. He is a reformer, but 
his experience in the pre- 
Yeltsin Russian government 
and on the international stage, 
where he is regarded as a wtil- 
balanced fiscal strategist, 
means that he avoids the 
instinctive dislike of newcom- 
ers in the essentially conserva- 
tive milieu of Russian politics. 

Unlike Mr Gaidar, Mr 
Chernomyrdin enjoys the au- 
thority of having being con- 
firmed by the Congress. But 
conservatives in the legislature 
will waste no time in pressing 
him to slow down the trana- 
tion to the market 

Letters, page 13 
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Fit protest Albanian miners at Bulqiza, northeast of Tirana, on the third day of a 
hunger strike demanding a 75 per cent pay rise. They earn about £23 a month 
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MERMAID BA1HROOM StHVE 

Comprts*Tfl 5mm bath wffh gold 
effeeftwte grips, state ponel (end 
panel extra), basin and pecmM, 
dos&coupfed w.c. and cWwn. 
toBet seat, paid effect bafft fops 
and basin taps and waste (Wngs. 
AvaBabte In White. Gray or 
ivcwy colours. WosttiW 


SALE PRICE 
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THE BRENTWOOD SHBJ 

Corrosion resistant 7-stop 
IWsh lectfures bakechon 
polyester enamel paint over 
galvanized steel \00% 
galvanized steel door, wan 
and rool panels. Easy to 
assemble. MM-vreS brace lor 
greater olHound strength. 


kvaUable m one sto orty. 
to pro*, external dimensions 


Approx, external i 
47^ 3TT. Sen-assembly. 
Wat£9W9MW«f STOCKS IAST 
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HOMARK STARPACK 
GAS APPLIANCE PACK 

Includes Oven, Gas Hob 
and Cooker Hood. 
Available in Brown or White. 
Only in special pack. 


SPECIAL PURCHASE 
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MARKH) PRICES ON 
LAWNMOWERS& 
GARDEN POWER TOOLS 
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SYNAPSE 800 CLASSIC STYLE LANTERN 

With Passive Infra Red Sensor. 

Max 60w 
(excludes bulb). 

Available In 
Black or White. 

Was £49^ each 




MARKED PRICES ON 
CYLINDER LOCKS, MORTICE 
LOCKS, MM LOCKS AND 

SECURITY FITTINGS 

Excludes Car Security. 





FLUORESCENT UGHT RTTVNG 

Complete with energy 
saving tube and starter. 
4ft.W«£Hi9*- »LWasSW*9- 

SAVES4 SAVE S4 
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HURRY WHILE STOCKS LAST! 





BOXING DAY & NEW YEAR 
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Boxing Day - 9am-6pm 

Sunday 27th December 
most stores open 9am-6pm 

’ 28ffi, 29ih & 30fh December - 8am-8pm 
Now Year’s Eve - 8am-6pm 
New Year’s Day - 9am-6pm 

03ur ScoWtfi stems ant cfeMCQ. 

2nd Jan - 8am to 8pm 

COufScoWhh stems am open Va m -epml. 

RING 081-466 4166 FOB YOUR NEAREST STORE 

80% ai products discounted by a "% oil malted paw, ham been at B* lUgtw prices tor 
al lead 28 days Immediately prior to tw Sate. Sob in store lor ttetote ol indhriduol Items. 
iumiusi teunlbiw 3m m b* c e podraoa 
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Moscow children 
dazzled by West’s 
toyland trinkets 


ByAnneMcEjlyoy 


T he two little girls in front 
of a locked glass case 
hopped from one buckle- 
shoed foot to another in a 
state of frenzied excitement as 
the Barbie dolls of their 
choice were removed and 
wrapped. Other Russian 
childr en watched enviously, 
allowed a peek at hard-curren- 
cy goods by their parents on 
the strict understanding that 
this was looking, not buying, 
territory. 

At the counter, the arts' 
father proudly scrolled on 20 
One-dotlar notes from a wad. 
The other parents yanked at 
their children’s arms and 
hauled them back to tbe more 
affordable delights of rouble 
toys. 

Detski Mir {Children's 
World), said to be the largest 
toyshop in the world, on 
Moscow's Lubyanskaya 
Square, reflects the chasm 
between rich and poor which 
has opened in this, the first 
year of tbe free market For 
the very well off. there are 
Ninja Turtles and model 
Porsches, although the num- 
ber of buyers on the hard- 
currency floor remains small 
One of tbe most notable 
changes of the past year is the 
availability of goods for local 
currency. Many electronic 
goods and doOs are fakes: 
copies of Western brands 
made in China and sold here 
for roubles — albeit more 
roubles than the average Rus- 
sian, watching inflation of 35 
per cent eat away salaries and 
savings, can muster. 

At the approach of the new 
year festival — the main 
Russian holiday — there can 
be few Moscow children un- 
aware of the difference that 
dollars make. The Dyed 
Moroz, or Father Frost fig- 
ures. who trudge around Rus- 
sian schools distributing 
parental presents on St 
NDdaus' day early in Decem- 
ber. often carried two sacks 
this year — one containing 
rouble goodies, tbe other dol- 
lar presents. 

F or those in straitened 
circumstances, the aisles 
of Detski Mir offer some 
reliet They are packed with 
middle-aged and elderly 
women setting odd items at 
prices below those in die 
store: a pair of shoes a 
grandchild has outgrown: an 
armful of toys wisely hoarded 
when prices were lower: or a 
dutch of dothes bought in the 
cheaper provinces, or fallen 
off the bade of one of Russia's 
many CD-secured lorries. 

“We cannot get rid of them: 
there are just too many,” said 
Ludmilla Gavrilova, the store 
manager. When it got to the 
point that there were almost 
as many hawkers as custom- 
ers she called in the police, but 
they were soon cowed by the 
iron witt of the matrons who 
refuse to be driven back on to 


the street — where it is 8C 
below zero — and now make 
only half-hearted attempts at 
eviction. Besides, the police 
are not averse to picking up 
the odd specially discounted 
bargain themselves. 

Scarcely a vestige of the old 
egalitarianism remains. There 
are grandmothers buying 
presents for their families, 
having foregone meat all 
month to do so. And at the 
next stall the new rich are 
dolling out 38.000 roubles 
(£65) for a computer game. 
“It’s tbe latest thing; just in 
last week," announced the 
saleswoman proudly to a 
wide-eyed crowd. The game 
costs the equivalent of seven 
months' average salary. 

Mrs Gavrilova has worked 
for 20 years m the shop to 
which Russian children and 
parents make pilgrimages 
from all over the framer 
Soviet Union. Like many older 
Russians, she had mixed feel- 
ings about the incursion of 
dollar products. “This must 
always stay a fundamentally 
rouble store," she said. “We 
could make more money by 
turning over more space to 
dollar goods, but it is so hard 
on the children and the par- 
ents to be confronted with 
things they can never 
acquire." 

A s Russia's nascent adver- 
tising industry grows, 
parents are for the first time 
finding themselves subjected 
to tire pressure of their chil- 
dren’s desires. “The worst 
thing is the constant bom- 
bardment with Western im- 
ages and the suggestion that 
everything foreign is superi- 
or." said Maria Vasilyeva, a 
teacher trying to make her 
7.00 0-rouble (£10) salary 
stretch to gifts for three 
children. 

The only Western fad not to 
have swept Detski Mir so far 
seems to be for middle-dass 
parents to worry about the 
effect of war toys on tbe 
young. The models of 
Kalashnikovs and T34 tanks 
are selling briskly, due to a 
recent shortage of metal for 
the toys of war. “It never 
happened in the old days 
because such things were part 
of a child’s civic education 
and tiie state ensured a good 
supply.” said Mis Gavrilova, 
leaving open whether this was 
a matter for approval or not 
□ Moscow Lawyers have 
complained of being denied 
access to jailed Soviet officials 
accused of staging last year's 
abortive coup. 

The lawyers said that their 
clients were not guilty of “be- 
trayal of the motherland". 
Alexei Gaiaganov, represent- 
ing Valentin Pavlov, the for- 
mer Soviet prime minister, 
said requests for access to the 
men had merely met with the 
response “tbe leadership has 
been informed". (Reuter) 
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Simon Jenkiiis investigates the mystery of Vermeer's masterpiece 

Who was the guitar player? 


I first laid eyes on Vermeer's 
Guitar Player in 1974 when 
she was convalescing on her 
stretcher in a humble 
Kenwood bedroom. She had been 
stolen three months before by 
persons unknown and found in St 
Bartholomew's churchyard in 
SmithfiekL 1 wondered then if she 
had welcomed her escape. Had she 
finally slipped from her frame and 
dashed through the woods of 
Hampstead to the great fights of 
London? Why had her captor 
despaired of his prize? Having 
gone to all that trouble, what 
misery had overwhelmed their 
relationship? 

She is now safely back, in captivity 
on her London hilltop, plucking 
ter guitar and gazing softly into die 
unknown. She is seldom visited 
and barely visible. The glass of her 
cage reflects a arid unfurnished 
room and the trees of Kenwood 
swaying outside. She is a poignant 
prisoner. But who was she? Was she 
anyone in particular? 

The Guitar Player is one of 
London's great masterpieces and 
one of the most neglected. If little is 
known about Vermeer, even less is 
known about this picture. There 
was once a flurry over whether this 
or a copy in Phila- 
delphia was au- 
thentic Kenwood 
was rightly the vic- 
tor. But nothing, 
even in the vast 
Vermeer bibliogra- 
phy, tries to identify 
the girl herself. 

Some scholars dis- 
miss Vermeer’s 
women as mere 
idealisations, hu- 
man sdll fifes with 
whom he can play 
his games of light 
and colour I can- 
not believe this. 

Dutch art was al- 
ways descriptive: it 
painted what it 
saw. This girl must 
be knowable. even 
in this realm of conjecture. So let us 
look again at the evidence and have 
some sport with history. 

The Guitar Player, like most 
Vermeers, is undated but stylistical- 
ly late, about 1671-2. Vermeer 
stopped painting in 1672 and died 
in 1675. so this must be one of his 
last works. He would have been 38 
or 39 and faring the collapse erf his 
art dealing business that came with 
the French war of 1672. For the 
rest of his life he snuggled to rescue 
his affaire to support his wife, 
Catharina. and large family. He 
died in debt when just 43 and.' 
Catharina was forced to sue for 
bankruptcy. Her sad inventory of 
his belongings is one of the few 
records of Vermeer's life. It is the 
principal vineyard in which Ver- 
meer scholars must labour. 

Vermeer's apparent conversion 
to Catholicism to marry Catharina 
Bobtes in 1653 wiped him from 
most civic records and brought a 
breach with his own family. We 
know that he was a well-regarded 
member of the Delft painters guild. 
But only three pictures by Vermeer 
occur in sales during his life, 
probably early works. Nor do we 
know how many of his estimated 
40-50 original works were in his 
studio on his death. He may have 
had a patron. But it is conceivable 
that he never sold more than a few 
worts, painting primarily for his 
own interest 

Vermeer had two known sources 
of income. One was picture deal- 
ing, the other was money from his 
wife’s family. He lived in his 
mother-in-law's three-storey house 
in Drift’s Catholic ghetto, the 
"Papists’ Comer". We know he 
received money from his mother- 
in-law, Maria Thins, and that she 
became devoted to him. Vermeer 
named his children after her fam- 
ily, not his own. Whether this made 
him independent of any need to 
earn money from painting or take 
in pupils cannot be known. When 
he was short of money, after 1 672. 
he did not paint more: he stopped 
altogether. 

Here is an artist who professed 
no master, who never travelled 



The National Gallery’s 
virginals player 
Maria Vermeer in her 
favourite dress? 


outside Holland, who founded no 
schooL Only 32 surviving pictures 
have been positively identified as by 
him. and tentatively four more. 
Were he a professional artist, this is 
an absurdly small output There are 
no drawings, notebooks or letters. 
While he is stylistically erf his time 
and place, he shows little sense of il 
in lus subjects. Noe for him the 
engaging domesticity of de Hooch, 
the social glamour of Metsu or the 
vitality of Jan Steen. His context, 
like his life, was his home. 

Vermeer’s obscurity and the bril- 
liance of his work have elevated 
him to the status of an abstract, 
almost metaphysical, artist His 
most effusive admirer, Lawrence 
Gcwing. portrays him as a man 
apart: “Vermeer is drawn away 
from his time to express the subtlest 
and least expressible meanings of 
humanity ... he seems almost not 
to care or not even to know, what it 
is that he is painting." Marcd 
Proust found Vermeer's work 
“marked by withdrawal and si- 
lence . . . Passion, suffering and sex 
were banished from his art" Critic 
after critic kneels before “this bird 
of paradise in the farmyard of 
Dutch painting" and concludes 
that only the most cerebral of 
geniuses can have 
been at work. Small 
wonder he is so 
fashionable, the 
Piero defla France- 
sca of the north, die 
thinking man’s 
Rembrandt. 

The canonisation 
of Vermeer as mys- 
tic has. 1 believe, 
distracted attention 
from the ordinari- 
ness of his subject 
matter, and thus 
from the identity of 
his women. So la 
us return to die 
house in Drift and 
Vermeer's mar- 
riage to Catharina. 
Contracted at the 
age of 21 initially 
against the wishes of both families, 
it was dearly a love match. Vermeer 
had to move to the Jesuit district, 
deeply offend his Calvinist parents 
and probably -sever many old 
associations. 

But nothing can have cut him off 
so much as Ws own children. Dutch 
couples at this time commonly had 
just two or three. The Catholic 
Catharina was constantly preg- 
nant She produced 1 5 children in 
their 22 years of marriage, eleven of 
whom survived. Some historians 
even suggest that Vermeer's aloof 
style was an escape from paternity. 

I cannot see why. Vermeer seems to 
have been a husband passionately 
devoted to a beautiful wife, one 
whom he constantly delighted in 
using as his model in his artistic 
experiments. 

After his early classical themes, 
and apart from two landscapes and 
two male studies, all Vermeer's 
surviving works feature women. 
Their identity has been little dis- 
cussed by critics more concerned 
with his technique and iconogra- 
phy: so disengaged was his style 
that surely his models are of no 
interest Vermeer may have por- 
trayed some of his women indis- 
tinctly — he was indeed interested 
in experimenting with perspective 
and often seems to have used a 
camera obscure But 1 still find it 
implausible that he hired models. If 
painting was for him a deeply 
serious nobby, albeit one in which 
he lowed to involve his family, wiry 
hire models? The family maidser- 
vant. Tanneke. who once saved the 
pregnant Catharina from attack 
from her mad brother, is dearly the 
model for the maid figures, includ- 
ing the Amsterdam" Milkmaid”. A. 
scientific friend was dearly the 
model for the “Geographer" and 
the “Astronomer’’. 

Perhaps more to the point, 
Vermeer’s women all look much 
the same: high forehead, promi- 
nent jaw, straight nose, wide-set 
eyes, often a faint smile. They differ 
mostly in age and dress. In die 
earlier pictures, the woman is 
usually wearing an identical blue 
and yellow bodice with striped 



Hie Kenwood Guitar Player was she Vermeer's daughter Elizabeth wearing her mother's old jacket and strumming as he painted? 


sleeves. This is not a thrown-on 
gown, as a model might be 
required to wear, but plainly a 
personal garment. In the lale- 
1 660s, she changes into Vermeer's 
familiar yellow satin jacket with 
white fur trimmings, apparently 
old-fashioned fancy dress. This 
jacket appears in no fewer than six 
pictures. 

Catharina is assumed to be the 
model of the pregnancy pictures: a 
commercial model was unlikely to 
pose in arch a condition. But there 
is no facial difference between tire 
pregnant models and the rest, until 
the young gjris of the later pictures. 
Even scholars who are prepared to 
accept Catharina for the older 
subjects — she would have been 40 
by the time of the Guitar Player — 
cannot quite accept tire younger 
subjects as his daughters. The 
scepticism is based largely on the 
girls’ presumed ages. But tire 
Hexcule Poirot of Vermeer re- 
search, John Montias, has recently 
combed the records to produce a 
Vermeer family tree. Four daugh- 
ters arrived before the first son: 
Maria, probably in 1654, Eliza- 
beth in 1657, then Cornelia and 
Ateydis. The two elder girls would 
have been in their teens by 1670. 

In only two pictures does Ver- 
meer present us with the full face of 
his subject gazing out of the canvas. 
Even these obvious portraits are 
seen by some scholars to be 
“idealisations”. Both are of young 
girls, one in The Hague and one in 
die Metropolitan in New York. 
They are extraordinary works and 
to my mind dearly show a father 
setting aside his usual genre style to 
paint his eldest children. The 
Hague “Girl with a Peari Earring", 
believed to date from the mid- 


1660s. is the loveliest evocation of a 
human farp. Vermeer emerges 
from it not as the cold genius of 
Dutch genre but as one of his era’s 
great humanists. It may lack die 
sexual en gagpmpnt missed by 
Proust but this is a father’s portray- 
al of a daughter in her early teens. 
Maria could have been between 11 
and 13 at the time and is a 
plausible ..candidate for . this 
portrait 

The same face appears to be die 
demure young giii posing in Ver- 
meer’s “The Art of Painting”, now 
in Vienna, and perhaps some years 
later in the Washington “Girl with 
a Red HaT. Here we see the young 
Maria becoming her father's fa- 
vourite model at least when 
Catharina was busy. The second of 
the two portraits, die “Head of a 
Girl" in die Metropolitan, is re- 
garded as later and less successful 
It remains dramatic and is dearly 
of a different person from the 
Hague study. I find it reasonable to 
conclude that she is die next 
daughter in tine. Elizabeth. 

N ow let us return to 
London and die well- 
known face staring out 
at us from the two 
National Gallery musiaans on the 
virginals. Here the model is the 
same as is portrayed in the late- 
period “Allegory of Faith" in die 
Metropolitan. This girl though 
mature, is manifestly not 
Catharina. She is stout with strong 
Vermeer eyes, swept-back hair and 
a fringe of wispy curls. Herdothing 
is significant. She is identically dad 
in all three pictures, in a rich blue 
dress, with white sleeves and pearls 
round a plump neck. As with 
Caiharina’s old blade and yellow 


dress, this is dearly a personal 
garment not an axtisfs drape. I 
believe this is Maria agaht now 
grown up. poised and rather theat- 
rical wearing her' best dress -for 
three of her father’s ah-too-rare 
masterpieces. - 

There is a tircumstantial due to 
this identification. AD die contents 
of Vermeer’s household, inducting 
dothes, are listed in Cathaxina’s 
inventory after his death. I notice 
that the blue maternity jacket and 
the famous yellow fur-trimmed 
jacket are both there. But Maria’s 
"virginals” dress is missing. Maria 
married in 1674, a year before her 
father's death and die drawing up 
of the inventory. She would surely 

to her (rather than her father^ 
studio) with her to her new home. 

So what of our guitarist? She is 
too young to be Catharina and she 
does not lode at all like Maria of die 
blue dress. Once again die likely 
candidate must be Elizabeth. In 
1672 she would have been 15-16, 
fresher-faced, certainly less phimp 
than Maria; not the responsible 
driest daughter just two years from 
marriage but a teenager dreaming 
of courtship. She does not wear a 
fashionable dress. She wears her 
mother’s old-fashioned jacket and 
strums a chord. 

The distinctive look of Elizabeth 
in the Guitar Player, those strong 
dark eyes and high brow are 
compatible with die Metropolitan’s 
“Head of a Girl”. We might also 
see this face in the Louvre 
“Lace maker", with the same hair 
plait and thick ringlets. (“The 
Lacemaker” shares with the Guitar 
Player the rare distinction of being 
lit from the right rather than the 
left.) 


Nor b that aH After Vermeer's 
death. Catharina strove amid bank- 
ruptcy to hold on to just three of his 
works. One was the “Art of Paint-. 
r ing”i bdieyedj to show Veririepr 
. ; himsdt perhaps with die young 
Maria as modeL Tliis was painted 
long before and its presence in die 
house is further evidence of Ver- 
meer painting for his family rather 
than to sell Catharina wasdevoted 
to this picture, ceding it to her 
mother in payment of a debt to 
keep it from leaving die family. 

The second treasured painting 
was the Beit collection’s “Woman 
Writing a Letter with a Maid". This 
was again painted years earlier and 
probably shows Catharina with the 
faithful Tanneke. The third was the 
Kenwood Guitar Player. Both these 
pictures Catharina was forced to 
cede to the local baker, van Buyten, 
in payment of a huge bread bill. 
But die agreement stipulated that 
he would not sell them on and, if 
she could find the money, he would 
give diem bade. He agreed this 
"after being seriously beseeched” 
by Catharina, indeed upon her 
“urgent persistence". 

These paintings were plainly of 
great importance to Catharina. The 
reason must have been their sub- 
jects: her beloved husband seen 
painting their eldest child, Maria; 
Catharina herself with Tanneke; 
and their second daughter. Eliza- 
beth, on the guitar. In these three 
pictures, Catharina thus retained 
mementos of five members of the 
Vermeer household. 

AE else about the Guitar Player 
must be deduced from the picture 
itself. It is an uncharacteristically 
joyful work. The icons are few. 
There is a bare room, a table with a 
shawl and some books on it. and a 




richly-framed landscape, pogibjya 
£11 der Velde from. Verraeert 
stock-in-trade. There is also the 
guitar. Music is die one act ivity wc 
can firmly associate with Vermeer 
family life, portrayed in a third of 
his known output In mostcasesttfe 
portrayal is curiously mute. Tne 
instruments make no music They 
are silent witnesses to Vermeert 
drama. The player seems to hw 
been interrupted by the 
asked to stop and keep smlNo 
tunes hover in the air or those 
enclosed rooms. The only playmgB 
of light and shade, of sun and 
shadow. : 

Not so the Guitar Plqyer. Here 
for once Vermeer is singing. A tune 
is dancing from Elizabeth’s fingers 
— albeit one that musicians say a 
unharmonic. There is animation m 
the face and body. Whereas nor - 
mally Vermeer engages our atten- 
tion by distancing his subject. from 
the viewer behind a curtain or 
doorway, here he brings her for- 
ward but dramatically moves her to 
one side. The artist alerts and 
distracts our attention. The sitter’s 
right aim is cut off uncomfor tably. 
almost as if the canvas had been 
chopped. The right knee beneath 
the dress is raised and foreshort- 
ened. giving a quick rhythm to the 
composition. Like a baroque paint 
er, Vermeer moves our gaze round 
the canvas, fust to the hand on the 
guitar, then along the arm to the 
lighted shoulder, the forehead, her 
eyes. These eyes are in shadow, 
dark sparkhngs on the canvas. 
They are true Vermeer ones, alert to 

the world round them, asking us to 
guess what they see and for what 
they are hoping. 

This is Vermeer at his most 
untypicaL most mannerist. The 
paint is applied not in the subtle 
gradations of his early work, but in 
patches, the boundaries between 
yellows, whites and greys sharply 
defined across the folds in the dress 
or the curls of the hair, light 
undulates across the subject, its 
source undear. The window is 
curtained and the glimpse of day 
cannot possibly yield the vivid 
shadow on the girt and the picture 
behind her head. This is Vermeer 
as dazzling precursor of Matisse. 

M y personal Vermeer 
emerges from this 
search as no puzzle. 
He was a contented 
picture dealer deeply in love with a 
wife for whom he sacrificed much, 
and in whose famfty (until the end) 
he found security. He was an 
experimenter, fascinated by. the 
optical innovations of Ins age. He 
was not a Rembrandt a man of 
towering conceit He was not a 
man-about- D dft He was simply a 
good artist and connoisseur. His 
jpys were domestic and his hobbies 
mttUectuaL 

I like to see him in a house 
crowded with the paraphernalia of 
infancy, badgering Catharina to 
put on yellows and blues and come 
and sit for a few minutes more 
Catharina is everywhere in Ver- 
meer’s work, r eadi ng letters, wei^h- 
ing pearls, making music with 
friends. Then conies Maria, the 
“Girl with tiie Peari Earring”, 
draped in blue for “The Ait of 
Painting" and the “Girl in the Red 
HaT. In her maturity, she is placed 
sflent and severe at the virginals. 
Finally there is Elizabeth the sing- 
er, perhaps her father's favourite; 
strumming her guitar while he 
painted, later to console him after 
Maria had married and when his 
business was in ruins. 

When Venneer died » suddenly 
in 1 675, Elizabeth must have been 
as distraught as Catharina. Parting 
with the Guitar Player to pay for 
bread was surely an agony. We do 
not know if Catharina ever got it 
bade But we have it Elizabeth lives 
on, singing her lament on the 
heights of Hampstead. What will 
become of her? I sometimes think 
that nobody would notice if, on a 
winter afternoon. I took her by the 
hand and walked her out across the 
Heath, trying not to ask her of the 
myriad Vermeer mysteries. If ever I 
do, 1 promise her a better home 
than that dank comer of a 
Smithfidd churchyard. 


Lamont’s finest hour 


NORMAN Lamont can probably 
be forgiven, as he enjoys a Christ- 
mas break split between 
Domeywood and his in-laws in 
Yorkshire for looking forward 
rather than back. But as a pragmat- 
ic politician his new year resolu- 
tions must be dominated by one 
hem — reviving his popularity. It 
may help him in this large task to 
be reminded that Lamontian cha- 
risma has not always been in such 
short supply. 

Lamonfs old school Loretto in 
Musselburgh, near Edinburgh, 
has uncovered a glowing end of 
terra report from Cambridge in 
1964. The Cambridge Letter, a 
regular column in the Lorettonion 
magazine, waxed lyrical “Most 
spectacular, without doubt, has 
been colourful Norman Lamont of 
FftzwiHiain college. Norman has 
been nonchalantly padding (he 
corridors of power in the Conserva- 
tive Chib for sometime now, and 
friends and admirers were hardly 
surprised when he was el e ct ed 
president of the union. An excellent 
president he was too, and like all 
really powerful men, his influence 


did not terminate with his office.” 
(A thought that may or may not 
comfort the Chancellor today.) 

The article was written by Robin 
Gflmour. now a lecturer at 
Aberdeen University, at a time 
when a post-Profumo Toiy Party 
was drifting into electoral oblivion. 
Gflmour went on to predict with 
uncanny accuracy: “In view of 
recent upheavals at Westminster it 
looks as if this unassuming elder 
statesman will be more than ever 
indispensable to a shaken univer- 
sity Tory party. Well informed 
observers predict a national future 
for Norman, but with characterstic 
modesty he laughs it off.” 

Lamont who was 22 at the time, 
displayed even then the coyness 
towards the media which he shows 
today. Only after persistent ques- 
tioning about his future would he 
hint at a possible appointment at 
Conservative Central Office. Two 
years later he was working for the 
party’s research department Bui 
as Gflmour concluded: “An air of 
mystery is the essence of Norman’s 
appeaL” Like the one that sur- 
rounds his economic policy. 



DIARY 


Lord, how long? 

THE SERMON on the Mount 
must have lasted about 15 minutes 
— allowing gaps for the multitude 
to respond. Bui if Christ's timing 
is in any way a benchmark for 
modem preaching, there are few 
signs of its effect on some members 
ofthedergy. 

As the British paid their annual 
visit to church this week they will 
have encountered sermons lasting 
anything from five minutes to 50. 

There is unlikely to be anyone on 
this ride of the Atlantic to match the 
performance of the Rev Clinton 
locy. the Washington minister 
who preached for 48 hours and 15 
minutes without a break in 1955. 
He estimated that between sipping 


lemon juice at six-hourly intervals, 
he spoke up to 1 70,000 words dur- 
ing the sermon. 

Even at Holy Trinity Brampton, 
one of London's foremost evangeli- 
cal haunts, most speakers rarely top 
30 minutes, says the church's resi- 
dent director of communications, 
Mark Elsdon-Dew. “It depends 
which service we are talking 
about" he says. “Sometimes they 
ran to about 40 minim*: but the 
tendency at the moment is for 
shorter sermons.” 

The Rev John Stott, of All Souls, 
Langbam Place, who has a reput- 
ation lor distinguished pulpit per- 
formances, says he gauges the 



Sins of 
omission 

Virginia Bottomley. 
the first woman 
health secretary, is 
keen to publicise 
the advances made 
by her sex within 
the NHS. But her 
department’s new 
booklet Women 
Managers in the 
National Health Service: A Target, has no mention of Phyllis 
Cunningham (rigid), chief executive of the Royal Marsden Hospital and 
the only woman from the pnbhc sector to have won the Veuve Oicauot 
Businesswoman of the Year award, which she currently holds. Can her 

omission have anything to do with her battle to save the Royal Marsden 

site from dosure. a recommendation made by the Tomlinson report? 



mood of the congregation and 
whether they want to know more. 
Canon Gordon Bridger. principal 
of Oak Hill theological college, says 
good sermons are not a mat ter of 
length. “You can bear a great ser- 
mon of five minutes and a ted one 
Of 30 — it just depends on tile 
preacher ” But then, in the words of 
Trollope: “No one but a preaching 
clergyman has the power of com- 
pelling an audience to sit silent, 
and be tormented.” 


Well done, chips 

TRISTAN Garel-Jones may be 
withdrawing from the front line of 
politics, but he has no intention of 
puffing out from his other great 
passion, the Blue Chip dining dub 

Made up of what used to be termed 

Tory wets from the 1979 intake, 
the Blue Chip offered its members 
an alternative to the Thatcherite 
No Turning Back group. 

More recently, the dub has suf- 


fered from its members' sue 
John Major is normally too bu 
attend. Chris Patten is too far a 
But that still leaves John Pa 
William Waldegrave, Sir Nid 
Lyell and Ian Lang, all of w 
have become ministers since 
mg as backbenchers — and G 
Jones. 

Garel-Jones has pledged to 
tinue to host the gatherings a 
Catherine Place home with 
wife, Catalina, cooking the i 
Robert Atkins, a Northern Ire 
minister, who runs the cellars. 

At our next dinner I havt 
doubt Tristan will be at the tt 
the table. There is no question 
calling a halt” 

Devoted to urbane convers 
ratherthan political pamphlet! 
Blue Chip was always regard* 
one of the more refined Tory 
mg dubs. Others include N 
Dmer. set up by Nick Scott, til 
tin wet social security minister, 
uie Snakes and Ladders dub cm 
E ssex man wing of the party. 

Atkins admits: "Our med 
have been intermittent of 
because of ffie presidency of th* 
But we are alive and locking 
will continue to meet The vra 
lust waiting for us in the cdl 
have checked.” 
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A MOMENT FOR MERCY 

The lawyers should at last leave Irangate to histoiy*s verdict 


Every country's constitution has its fault- 
lines. British republican critics of the deli- 
cate, timeworn balance represented by the 
Queen-in-Paiiiament may incline to Amer- 
ica’s executive presidency and guaranteed 
separation of powers as a more pertinent 
model for the 21st century. Yet to assume 
that the tensions between White House and 
Congress, inherent in America’s system 
since the country’s birth, are axiomaticaiiy 
salutory may be altogether too farffr 

The solidly democratic principle that no 
citizen, in whatever office, should be above 
the law has been put under severe strain in 
America since Richard Nixon was forced 
from office after Watergate nearly 20 years 
ago. A Democratio-dominated Congress has 
invoked to excess, against Republican 
presidents, the principle of executive 
accountability. The White House, barred by 
legislation from policy decisions it believes to 
be its constitutional prerogative, has been 
tempted to resort to deceptions or outright 
illegality. Hence, in part, Irangate; and 
hence President Bush's Christinas eve 
pardon for the former defence secretary, 
Caspar Weinberger, and five others charged 
or convicted in this long running scandal. 

Mr Bush may not succeed in drawing 
what might be called the post-Watergate era 
in America to a dose. His pardons will not 
drop on Washington with the gentleness of 
rain from heaven. What Republicans depict 
as an act of unstrained and timely mercy, 
many Democrats will decry as a self-serving 
use of his powers by a president whose own 
role in the saga has never been fully clarified. 
By seeming to denigrate the Irangate 
prosecutions as an attempt to “criminalise 
polity differences", Mr Bush will inflame 
controversy where he sought to end it For 
Lawrence Walsh, the Irangate special pros- 
ecutor. his pardons complete a cover-up of 
wrongdoing by the Reagan administration 
and confirm that “powerful people with 


powerful allies can commit crimes in high 
office” and lie to Congress with impunity. 

Yet Mr Walsh protests too much. His 
team has spent over five years on the inves- 
tigative trail, at a cost of nearly $35 million. 
The tardiness of these proceedings and the 
method of his approach are both open to 
criticism. All those most intimately involved 
had already been pardoned, or had their 
convictions overturned on appeal. Whatever 
the folly of the Reagan administration’s 
covert sales of weapons to Iran in exchange 
for the release of American hostages, and the 
illegality of channelling the proceeds to 
Nicaragua’s Contra rebds, the statute of 
limitations must be deemed by now not 
merely legally but even morally in force. 

The prosecution of Mr Weinberger has 
had about it a flavour of the vindictively 
legalistic. However wrong he may have been 
to deny the existence of personal notes 
dealing with Irangate decisions, he was one 
of the only two members of the Reagan 
cabinet known to have opposed the Irangate 
policy. Whoever he may have sought to pro- 
tect, it was not himself. Yet at 75, after a 
distinguished career of service to America 
and its allies and when his own judgment on 
the issue was not in question, he faced up to 
20 years in prison if convicted. 

Mr Walsh's frustration that Mr Wein- 
berger has been spared trial suggests that 
the net spread for him was principally in- 
tended to catch other fowl — including Mr 
Reagan and Mr Bush himself. Mr Bush has 
now promised to hand over his own Iran- 
gate notes. Even if they show that he was 
more “in the loop" than he has claimed, little 
purpose will be served by ferreting through 
fine legal print to find ways to prosecute him. 
The verdict on Irangate is now better left to 
history than to further legal inquisitions: 
And that verdict may have less to say about 
Mr Bush, titan about the flaws in the rules 
under which America is governed. 


PASS THE CLARET 

Official: quite a lot of what you fancy does you good 


To the Protestant conscience, pleasure and 
pain are opposite sides of the same coin. 
Today many a headache will be blamed on 
the excesses of yesterday, and accepted as a 
form of divine retribution. Fatter, older, and 
with a insistent ringing in our ears; we shall 
look forward to the new year with the reso- 
lution to eat more healthily and drink much 
less. No time for mirth, no time for laughter 
the cold grey dawn of the morning after. But 
are tire guilty feelings really justified? 

Science brings many gloomy messages, 
but from time to time cheerfulness insists on 
breaking in. The golfer Harry Vardon, as 
pre-eminent in the Edwardian era as Nick 
Faldo is today, once remarked; “Moderation 
is essential in all things, but I have yet to be 
beaten by a teetotaller." He never was. 
Today, gently contemplating the cold turkey 
and yesterday's empties, we should remind 
ourselves that food is good for us and that 
drink in reasonable quantities is an elixir. 

We have it on the authority of Sir Richard 
Doll no less, that four drinks a day may 
reduce the incidence of coronary heart 
disease by half. Total abstainers, and heavy 
drinkers, are much worse off. A massive 
study by the American Cancer Society, 
which followed 277,000 middle-aged men 
for 12 years, showed that even those who 
drank six or more drinks a day suffered 
fewer heart deaths than teetotallers. 

True, there are other causes of death, 
including stroke, cancer, and motoring 
accidents, which do not show quite the same 
obliging trends; but heart disease is so 
dominant that mortality from all causes is 
lowest in those who drink one unit a day, 
and only those drinking at least three units a 
day do worse than total abstainers. This 
means that half-a-bottle men are actually 


doing themselves a favour, and heavier 
topers little damage. 

And now to food. Few subjects have had 
more unfriendly publicity than the Western 
diet, blamed for almost every ill the flesh is 
heir to. We should note in passing that it is 
only the well-fed who deprecate their diet 
the rest have more important things, like 
hunger, to worry about Yet even as our diet 
is condemned by the purists, our life expec- 
tancy continues to increase. Heart disease 
has risen, peaked, and begun to fall while no 
significant changes have taken place in our 
consumption of fats, labelled by every proper 
thinker as the villains of tire piece. 

The dawning conclusion must be that 
other factors, including the consumption of 
fruit and vegetables, are far more important 
than fat So long as the turkey is accompa- 
nied by vegetables, the Christmas stockings 
bulge with oranges, and the pudding is full 
of fruit, there is no real need to repent 

The fuss about food is not a dietary 
statement but a political one. In matters of 
nutrition, we crave what we do not have. 
Poor societies hold in esteem those that are 
fat while the well-fed West sets as its ideal a 
level of emaciation which is positively 
unhealthy. Those who are foolish enough to 
take this ideal seriously may finish with 
earing disorders such as anorexia or bulimia 
(little known in the 1930s) or yoyo 
hopelessly on and off diets that can 
potentially do them a lot of harm. 

The best resolution this Christmas is to 
practice ignoring a lot of what we have been 
told. We should be proud to be plump, for 
the moderately overweight live longer. We 
should leam to stand up for a traditional diet 
that has served us well. A slice more turkey? 
Go on. And pass the claret, for health’s sate. 


BOXING DAY 

Christmas Past a series on the unchanging face of the season. 
Six From The Times of 28 December, 1 926 


In the winter holiday Christmas Day is the 
chrysalis. Boxing Day the butterfly. What 
most people need on Christmas Day is rest 
refreshment and peace. They stay at home, 
and shedding their adult cares and weari- 
ness, become children among the children 
whose special feast iris. 

Come Boxing Day the homekeepmg chry- 
salis turns into the gay. roving buttenty. 
Every one is all agog to leave at home the 
cold turkey, the cold plum pudding, and to 
dash into the pleasures of the world. There 
are dinnerparties and dances; there are pan- 
tomimes and amusing plays there is the 
{more or less) open road for the motor-car; 
there are sufficient hours of daylight for golf 
and lawn tennis there is football to play and 
to watch: there are popular meets of hounds: 
there is all the gaiety — queeriy enhanced by 
the dreary look of empty streets and 
shuttered shops — of a great public play-day. 

Boxing Day is the day upon which certain 
workers, presumably (most of them really) in 
receipt of adequate wages, go round from 
house to house asking the patrons of their 
employers for gratuities. Of these approved 
mendicants some are but urchins whose 
rapacious mothers leave them scarce enough 
of their wages to find them in “comets" and 
cigarettes: others are grave and uniformed 
servants of the State, with moustaches, wives 
and children. 

Let us blame it on the Saturnalia, or some 
such topsy-turvy nonsense of paganism. 


that, during these few unprincipled days of 
the winter holiday, young and mature, 
•‘blind-alley*’ and ultimately pensionable 
alike are received and remunerated by their 
victims with forbearance if not with true 
good will For the general credit, let the 
Christmas good will take its share in these 
pleasant economic vices. 

We like to buy, and we know that we shall 
get for our little tip more careful service, and 
the touch of personal interest which mates 
all the difference between the merely 
efficient and the specially considerate It has 
been rumoured that there are dub men un- 
dubbable enough to give nothing to the ser- 
vants’ Christmas fond, and to buy with a few 
secret and shameful coins the personal 
adherence of sundry members of the staff 

Such as these, and all other extravagant 
and yiffoh to veis of tips and boxes, spoil the 
market for the moderate offenders against 
the economic law, and they should receive 
no mercy. But until the economic law shall 
assert that all boxes and tips are pernicious 
to both parries and must cease, the moderate 
offender will be oontent to know that on the 
whole they do him. as the giver, good. And 
to some small extent they ensure that for a 
week or two at least the letter-carrier shall 
read his name and number right, and the 
newsman, still half asleep' in the cold, dark 
dawn, shall not leave with him the detestable 
newspaper so inexplicably liked by his 
deplorable neighbour. 
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A helping hand for historic Moscow 


Trying times for 
the royal family 

From. Sir Kenneth Lewis 

Sir, That some of the young members 
of the royal family have failed to live 
up to what the country expected of 
them is obvious. It is also obvious that 


better be learned from recent events 
the custom of giving the highest 
honours available to young members 
of the royal family before they have 
earned them must not happen in 
future Dukes beger duchesses when 
they marry. We must have an end to 
the creation of young dukes just 
because of who they are 
We also do not want spare duch- 
esses staying in the headlines making 
money from tides they have not 
justified. 

Yours faithfully, 

KENNETH LEWIS, 

Redlands, 1 Uppingham Road, 
Preston. Oakham, Rutland. 
December 23. 

From Mr John Carter 

Sir, As MP for the Bay of Islands in 
die far north of New Zealand I 
recently called on New Zealanders to 
express their allegiance and loyalty to 
foe Queen and tee royal family and to 
express their opposition to foe con- 
stant criticism of the monarchy by foe 
British press. To dale 1 have received 
many hundreds of letters of support to 
my rail and very few against 
The royals' problems are exacer- 
bated by the sensationalist-hungry 
press and its constant hounding, 
especially at this most trying time for 
foe family. My call to you fa for you to 
cease this fourth-estate battering of 
our Queen and her family. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN CARTER 
(MP. Bay of Islands). 

Government whips’ office, 
Parliament House. 

Wellington. New Zealand. 

December 11. 

From Vice-Admiral Sir Louis 
LeBailfy 

Sir. Elements of the media are apt in 
a derogatory vein, to describe Her 
Majesty’s Household as “courtiers”. 
Strictly true though this may be, 
deariy foe intention is to portray 
wealthy, underworked, bowing and 
scraping hangers-on. who. the media 
like to lead a gullible public to 
imagine, serve foe Queen as television 
shows them serving medieval mon- 
archs. 

The household do not need my 
defence. Nevertheless, knowing some 
of them when we all served Her 
Majesty in more remote roles than 
those they now occupy, I would assert 
force common attributes besides their 
total loyalty: absolute integrity, first- 
class brains and, particularly, foe 
“common touch”. The media aim to 
demean Her Majesty by demeaning 
those able people who work directly to 
her. 

As Dryden wrote: “Plots, true or 
false, are necessary things, to raise up 
commonwealths and ruin kings." 

Yours truly, 

LOUIS LeBAILLY. 

Garlands House, St Tudy. 

Bodmin. Cornwall 
December 14. 

From Mr R. G. Mating 

Sir, The prune minister’s generous, if 
somewhat ingenuous, comment (re- 
port December 22), “The institution 
of foe monarchy ... is an essential 
part of our landscape in this country", 
offers foe prospect of a new Christmas 
game; classifying the royals in terms 
of special scientific interest or of 
outstanding natural beauty. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. G. MALING, 

Windfall, Butlers Cross. 

Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire 
December 22. 

Prom Mr Mark Dodgson 

Sir, The element of surprise having 
been taken out of the nation's Christ- 
mas, perhaps some rival tabloid 
journalist will be so kind as to "scoop’’ 
the contents of foe editor of The Sun’s 
Christmas presents and publish a foil 
list before Christmas Eve next year. 

Yours faithfully, 

MARK DODGSON, 

15 Nevis Road, SW17. 

December 23. 


life’s priorities 

From Mrs Molly Hudson 

Sir. Juxtaposed at foe foot of page I in 
The Times on December 1 8 (earlier 
editions) were four items: 

1. Ruth Gledhill’s distressing report 
on foe mental hospital in Parade, 
Bosnia. 

2. “£1 lottery will make millionaires." 

3. Caiman’s little boy asking Santa 
Claus: “I’d like a job for rny dad." 

4. An advertisement for diamond 
solitaire rings, “available from £600- 
£115.000". 

I wonder how future anthropolo- 
gists and historians researching 20th- 
centuiy man would summarise us. 
were they to read this page. 

Yours faithfully, 

MOLLY HUDSON, 

15 BererieyRoad, 

Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear. 


From Professor Peter Lansley 

Sir, A small band of British architects, 
engineers and surveyors who, beyond 
commercial reason, have dedicated 
time and resources to getting under 
foe skin of Russia, its construction 


However, his understanding of the 
need for a permanent statement of 
British support for Russia’s economic 
revolution and his sensitive apprecia- 
tion of the value which Muscovites 
place on their history and culture is 
offset by foe British government's 
determined refusal to entertain 
construction or physical reconstruc- 
tion as a vehicle for economic aid. 

The British Council apart, aid to foe 
Russian construction industry from 
foe British government is “off limits" 
and foe “know-how" fund of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
resolutely refuses to support the 
reorientation of senior construction 
industry managers. So. what hope is 
there for the grander initiatives? 

Restoration work in Moscow would 
be a visible sign of progress for the 
common good: that foe market econ- 
omy fa not just a free-for-all for foe 
individual. It would signal that foe 
British, who are held in high regard, 
also value Moscow’s heritage and 
cultural roots. Wouldn’t this be good 
marketing, direct yet subtie. from a 
country which desperately needs to 
pursue foe remarkable opportunities 
which are to be found in Russia? 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER LANSLEY, 

University of Reading. 

Department of Construction 
Management and Engineering. 

PO Box 2 1 9, Whiteknights, 

Reading, Berkshire RG6 2BU. 
December 20. 

From Mr Mikhail Mandrigin 

Sir, As British architects currently 
working on the refurbishment of 
historic buildings in Moscow funded 
by Western developers, we are per- 
haps the last people to disagree with 
Simon Jenkins over his refreshing 
advocacy of Western support for foe 
restoration of foe capital of All Russia. 
But in his enthusiasm he appears to 
overtook a number of important 
aspects. 

Russia is a great deal more than 
Moscow alone and the money bang 
committed by foe government to aid 
the development of the Russian econ- 
omy has to benefit as much of the 
country as possible. A healthy econ- 
omy wiH itself ensure foe restoration of 
foe urban fabric. 

Perhaps some of the money prom- 
ised by Britain over foe next three 
years can indeed be used to restore key 
buildings in Moscow. However, even 
more good would be done more cost- 
effectively if British commercial invest- 
ment in the restoration of Moscow 
property was made possible by the 


Pavarotti be praised 

From Mr Alan Bfyth 

Sir, 1 have just listened on Radio 3 to 
Don Carlos from La Srala and 
Richard Morrison’s article (“The 
pipsqueaks and Pavarotti", Decem- 
ber 19) seems all foe more appro- 
priate 

Any tenor, let alone one past his 
57fo birthday, who sings foe title role 
as beautifully and securely as 
Pavarotti deserved a far better fate 
than uncouth booing. 

In foe past, tenors, indeed any 
singer who was more than 50. would 
usually have to crave indulgence from 
an audience. Covent Garden was am- 
azed when the great Zenatello re- 
turned to sing OteDo when he was 50 
in 1926. 

The same house raised a glass to 
Martin elli when he sang Calaf in 
Tumndot at 52 in foe coronation 
season of 1937. Neither, on “live” 
recorded evidence of both occasions, 
was as youthful-sounding or un- 
tarnished in tone as Pavarotti at 57. 

This phenomenon deserves un- 
qualified praise, not curses. 

Yours faithfully. 

ALAN BLYTH. 

22 Shilling Street, 

Lavenham. Suffolk. 

December 19. 


Heaven and Hell 

From MrJ. D. Eastham 

Sir, The modem equivalent of Mr 
Windsor-Aubrey's categories that 
make up a European Hell Getter, 
December 16) can mean only one 
thing — the police, cooks, engineers, 
lovers and organisers were all British. 

Yours sincerely. 

DEREK EASTHAM. 

Scrogg’s Cottage. 

Pammente Lane. West Row, 
Mfldenhall. Suffolk. 

From Mrs Dorothy Gibson 

Sir, Our local guide in Peking this 
year gave us his Chinese version of 
Heaven and Hell 
Heaven would be living in an 
English horse, with a Japanese wife, 
eazrng Chinese food on an American 
salary. 

Hell would be living in a Japanese 
house, with an American wife, eating 
English food on a Chinese salary. 
Whatever else changes, foe English 


government providing export credit 
guarantee cover. 

This would have the benefit of not 
using taxpayers' money directly, but 
would cover foe political risk for 
commercial investment Taxpayers’ 
money would be used only in a few 
bad-debt cases or if there was a 
complete reversion to foe old state 
system. 

Mr Jenkins also appears to have 
missed one of foe realty positive things 
now happening in Moscow. Without 
waiting for inward investment or foe 
British taxpayers’ money, newly 
emerging Russian developers and 
banks are beginning to refurbish and 
restore old buildings, using their own 
funds to convert them into offices, 
residential buildings and hotels. This 
surety fa an encouraging sign of 
indigenous enterprise and initiative. 

Yours faithfully, 

MIKHAIL MANDRIGIN. 

Mikhail Mandrigin Associates, 

27 Ecdeston Street. SW1 . 

From Mr Bruce V. Jones 

Sir. Simon Jenkins’s proposal of 
Western aid to restore Moscow's 
crumbling buildings opens many 
possibilities for philanthropic ven- 
tures. 

The Department of Transport could 
overhaul the carriage given to Boris 
Godunov by the first Queen Elizabeth; 
foe Goldsmiths and Silversmiths’ 
Company could advise on foe 
magnificent English silver collection 
started by Ivan foe Terrible (both in 
the Kremlin Museum). Oxford Uni- 
versity could dean foe statue of 
Timiryazev (Tverskoi Boulevard): hav- 
ing received an honorary doctorate he 
is depicted wearing their gown. Rolls- 
Royce could even aid the refurbish- 
ment of the Lenin Museum (Revol- 
ution Square) using Lenin’s elderly 
model as a centrepiece display to show 
alongside their latest marque. 

But possibly foe best investment 
would be to restore 1 5-29 Strastnoi 
Boulevard. Apart from having the 
largest portico (12 columns) in Mos- 
cow, the fine house was home to foe 
English Club from foe late 1770s 
until 1812. when Napoleon as usual 
did considerable damage. 

Alternatively, foe dub’s second 
home, after 1812, could be refur- 
bished. At 21 Gorky Street this 
classical house is mentioned in Push- 
kin’s poem “Eugene Onegin" by 
reference to the lions on the gates. 

The English dubs (there were 
others in St Petersburg and Donetsk) 
were foe socially fashionable venues of 
their time and numbered such lumi- 
naries as Karamzin. Krylov and 
Pushkin in their membership. 

Such personalised projects would 
surely enhance the Muscovites’ 
environment as well as giving us all 
foe pleasure of a past relationship 
looking to foe future. 

Yours faithfully, 

BRUCE V. JONES. 

Down Ampney House, 

Down Ampney. 

Cirencester. Gloucestershire. 


Church and marriage 

From Mr Michael Coultas 

Sir. The Reverend Michael Saward’s 
letter (December 1 7) about the con- 
science of foe Church of England 
regarding marriage services roust 
prompt foe consideration iff why foe 
Church is involved in marriage at alL 

Since 1836 marriage has been a 
dvfl institution, granting Anglican 
priests the position of registrars by 
virtue of foe establishment of the 
Church. 

Since 1857 divorce has also been 
regulated fay the state. The Church no 
longer has any sanction against 
admitting divorced persons as comm- 
unicants, so why should it continue to 
assert any prerogative in matrimony? 

The Anglican Church’s position on 
marriage has been a complete mud- 
dle since foe Reformation. It pre- 
served foe Catholic ban on divorce up 
to the 1920s. Heniy VlH’s two 
"divorces" were annulments under 
traditional and continuing Catholic 
doctrine. 

Freed from its anachronistic duties 
regarding marriage, the Church 
would be better able to perform its role 
of the cure of souls. 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL COULTAS. 

90 York Street Norwich. Norfolk. 


Yours faithfully, 

DOROTHY GIBSON. 

1 1 Poddington Close, NW9. 

From MrD. R. Irving 

Sir, In the new single market there 
should be no obstacle to freedom of 
movement between European 
Heaven and HeU, and so perhaps the 
new Europe is best described as in 
permanent limbo. This will presum- 
ably be a place where the police, cooks, 
engineers and lovers all comply with 
the relevant EC directives, and are 
organised by foe Commission. 

Yours faithfully. 

D. R. IRVING. 

Formosa, Church Road, 

RedhiD, Surrey. 


Weekend Monty letters, page 30 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 071-782 5046. 


More aid needed 
for Somalia 

From Mr A. L. Scawin 

Sir. Professor I. M. Lewis (artide, 
December 12) fairly sums up foe 
dangers of allowing the warlords in 
southern Somalia to be accepted by 
foe UN as future leaders. The only 
hope for these waning clans is a 
return to the traditional leadership 
supported by a UN trusteeship. 

The situation in foe northwest 
(“Somaliland republic") and the 
northeast (previously the Mijenein 
and Mudug provinces) fa much more 
stable, with dan elders retaining 
considerable influence: they have 
made it dear that they will not reunite 
with southern Somalia after foe 
oppression imposed by ex-Presidem 
Si ad Bane. 

Although I have seen no media 
coverage of these two areas, the 
inhabitants need help in the form of 
food aid and medical supplies. As for 
the northwest, which was under 
British protection for over 60 years, 
assistance fa urgently needed for re- 
equipping foe police force and re- 
building the infrastructure of foe 
flattened towns. 

Whilst foe Save the Children Fund 
in Hargeisa has gallantly continued 
its operations throughout foe British 
government has provided the mini- 
mum assistance: at a meeting with foe 
Anglo-Somali Society at foe House of 
Commons on November 3 Baroness 
Chalker of Wallasey. Minister for 
Overseas Development, admitted that 
of £27 million of aid from the 
Overseas Development Administra- 
tion for Somalia only £2.5 million had 
been allocated to the northwest. 

It fa time for Britain to recognise the 
Somaliland republic and greatly in- 
crease assistance to those Somalis who 
are capable of running their own 
affairs: 

Yours, 

TONY SCAWIN 
(Commissioner for Somali Affairs. 
Somaliland Protectorate, 1 958-60), 
May’s Cottage. Pendoggett, 

Bodmin, Cornwall. 

December 17. 


Busman's lament 

From Mr Peter Feather 

Sir, Bosses at foe garage in south 
London where 1 work as a bus driver 
have issued a new uniform, including 
white shirt and navy tie. with a 
warning that anyone not wearing it 
will be sent home. The idea is 
supposed to improve foe image of foe 
company (not that 1 think anyone 
notices what bus crews are wearing). 

I woke one morning recently to find 
I did not have a dean white shirt to 
wear to work. Thinking that my smart 
blue-and-whi te-striped shirt would 
suffice, I was amazed to be told that I 
could not start until I changed. 

Feeling very angry at this decision, 
which meant that 1 lost 12 hours’ pay, 
amounting to £60. 1 said that in future 
I would not be prepared to drive buses 
with mechanical defects such as 
missing indicators, speedos not work- 
ing. etc. I was told that the 
Routemasters I drive are 30-40 years 
old, and we should make allowances 
for them. I replied that I am 30-40 
years old too and no allowance was 
made for me when 1 was not wearing 
the white uniform shirt. 

Is foe image of bus crews more 
important than foe safety of the buses 
we drive? 

Yours faithfully, 

PETE FEATHER. 

22 Newark House. 

Loughborough Road Estate. SW9. 
December 23. 


Wonder of science 

From Mr David Hill 

Sir, MrB. A. Reeves (letter, December 
22) suggests that life, the universe and 
everything cannot be foe product of 
"blind, mindless, purposeless 
‘chance’, unaided by an intelligent 
mind". Where did foe intelligent 
mind come from? 

Sincerely, 

DAVID HILL, 

52 Harwood Road, 

Marlow. Buckinghamshire. 
December 22. 


Season’s greetings 

From MrB. S. Adams 

Sir. The letters from Mrs Tingey 
(December 22) and Mr Cunress 
(December 23) remind me of an 
occasion some years ago, when 1 was 
a member of the choir at a church in a 

Midland dty (better be vague!) where 
foe Lord Mayor and Corporation 
always attended morning service on 
Easter day. The vicar was elderly and 
forgetful fry disposition. 

One Easter dty we were startled to 
hear him, at the appropriate point in 
the service, wish foe .visiting digni- 
taries a “Happy Christmas". To their 
credit, they seemed not to bat an 
eyelid. 

Next year we of the dioir at least 
had not forgotten this incident, and 
waited with baled breath for a 
possible repetition. The vicar, how- 
ever, was deariy on his guard and 
disappointed us. 

Then, swept away fry the euphoria 
of success, he moved to foe altar and 
intoned foe Collect for Christmas day. 

Yours faithfully, 

B. S. ADAMS. 

33 The Street, Brecon, Powys. 
December 23. 


they are not unique in failing to 
maintain marriage vows. Nor in an 
Imperfect world can we expect them to 
be perfect But we do hope they might 
try a little harder. 

There is one lesson which had 


industry and its culture, are ready, 
willing and able to act on the 
government’s response to Simon Jen- 
kins’s call for supporting foe restora- 
tion of Moscow (“ Restoring a capital 
dty", December 19). 


cooking appears to retain its place. 
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COURT 

CIRCULAR 


SANDRINGHAM 
December 25: Divine Service 
was held in Sandringham 
Parish Church this morning. 


Birthdays 


TODAY: Captain George W. 
Burnet Lord Lieutenant of 
Midlothian, 65: Professor 
CM. Campbell, vice-chancel- 
lor. Nottingham University, 
48: Mr Pamc Dickinson, peer 
and playwright. 78: Mr 
Alastair Dunnett, former 
chairman. Thomson Scottish 
Petroleum. 84; Baroness 
Faithfull. 82; Sir Christopher 
Hewetson, former president 
Law Society, 63; Mr Rohan 
Kanhai. cricketer, 57; Mr Eric 
Kinder, chairman. Smith and 
Nephew, 65; Professor Thea 
King, clarinettist 67; Miss 
Jane Lapotaire, actress, 48; 
Mr Denis QixiQey, actor, 65. 

TOMORROW: Miss Anne 
Armstrong, American diplo- 
mat. 65; Viscount Astor, 41; 
Sir Gordon Bnmton, former 
president. International 
Thomson Organisation, 71; 
Captain N.F. Crump, race* 
horse trainer, 82; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sir Thomas Devitt 
shipbroker and former rugby 
player, 90; Lord Griffiths of 
Fforestfach, 51; Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Derek 
Hodgkinson, 75; the Earl of 
Inchcape, 75; Viscount 
Knutsford, 66; Miss Pat 
Moss, former rail/ driver, 58; 
Professor D.H. Northcote, for- 
mer master. Sidney Sussex 
College. Cambridge, 71; Sir 
Anthony Plowman, former 
High Court judge, 87; Profes- 
sor B.R. Rees, former princi- 
pal. St David's University 
College, Lampeter, 73; Sir 
Norman Reid, former direc- 
tor, Tate Gallexy, 77; Dr E.C 
Salthouse, master, University 
College. Durham. 57; Lord 
Sterling of Plaistow. 58; Miss 
Janet Street-Porter, broadcast- 
er. 46: the Right Rev AjMjL 
Turnbull, Bishop of Roches- 
ter, 57; Brigadier Dame Maiy 
Tyrwhitt, former director, 
WRAG89. 


Anniversaries 

Today 

BIRTHS: Thomas Gray, poet, 
London, 1716; Lord George 
Gordon, Protestant agitator. 
London, 1751; Charles 
Babbage, pioneer of calculat- 
ing machines. Totnes. 1792; 
Dion BoudcaulL actor and 
dramatist. Dublin. 1822. 
Henry Miller, novelist New 
York. 1891; Mao Tsc-Tung. 
Chairman of the People's Re- 
public of China 1949-59. 
Shaoshan. Hunan province. 
1893; Victor Hely-Hutchin- 
SQn. composer. Cape Town. 
1901. 

DEATHS: Claude Helvethis, 
philosopher. Vor£. 1771; John 
Fothergill, physician, London, 
1780: John Wilkes, political 
reformer, London, 1797; 
Heinrich Schliemann, archae- 
ologist Naples, 2890; Roger 
Keyes. Baron Keyes, Admiral 
of the Fleet Buckingham, 
1945; James Stephens, novel- 
ist and poet London, 1950; 
Harry S. Truman, 33rd 
American President 1 945-53. 
Kansas City. 1972: Sir Len- 
nox Berkeley, composer, 
1989. 

Marie and Pierre Curie dis- 
covered radium while experi- 
menting with pitchblende, 
1898. 

The German battleship 
Schamhorst was sunk by the 
Rqyal Navy. 1943. 

BIRTHS: Johannes Kepler, 
astronomer. Weil der Sfcadt 
Germany. 1571; Sir George 
Cayley, pioneer of aerodynam- 
ics. Scarborough, 1773: Louis 
Pasteur, chemist and bacteri- 
ologist Dole, France. 1822. 
DEATHS: Pierre de Ronsard, 
poet Tours. 1585; George 
Barrington, pick-pocket and 
writer. Parramatta, 1804; Wil- 
liam Jay. dissenting minister. 
Bath. 1853; William Arm- 
strong, Baron Armstrong, in- 
ventor, Northumberland. 
1900; William Archer, jour- 
nalist and dramatic critic. 
London. 1 924; Sergy Yesenin, 
poet Leningrad, 1925; Max 
Beckmann, Expressionist 
painter, New York. 1950; Les- 
ter Pearson, Prime Minister of 
Canada 1963-68. Nobel 
Peace laureate 1957, Ottawa, 
1972; Houari Boumedienne, 
President of Algeria 1965-78. 
Algiers, 1978; Hoagy Carmi- 
chael, pianist and composer. 
Palm Springs, California, 
1981. 

The International Mone- 
tary Fund established, Wash- 
ington. 1945. 


Latest wills 


Mrs Janette May Porterfield 
Blandcenhagen, of Richmond. 
Sumy, former director of the 
Breast Care and Mastectomy 
Association, left estate in die UK 
valued at £22 1.969 net 
Mr Clifford Frederick Hopkins, of 
Brixham, Devon, late of 
Birmingham, left estate valued at 
£241.950 net He left personal 
legacies totalling £1,400. and the 
residue equally between the Imper- 
ial Cancer Research Fund and 
Marie Curie Cancer Care. 

Other estates indude (net before 
tax): 

Mrs Constance Louise Cave, of 
Terringron St Clements, 

Norfolk -£1.072,804. 

Mr Peter Darcy, of Truro, 

Cornwall E9 1 9,492. 

Mrs Margaret Amalie Dux. of 
Richmond. Surrey — £1.084,970. 
Mr Roy Valentine Goodwin, of 

Coggeshall, Essex E509.44 1. 

Mr William Edward Harfaord. of 
Harrogate. North 

Yorkshire £979.705. 

Mr George Johannes Edgar 
Knight, of BrackJcsham Bay. West 

Sussex £586,636. 

Mrs Eileen Drinlie MiDer, of 
Hunsdon. 

Hertfordshire £690,728. 

Mr Oswald Bence Ody. of Kington 

Langley. Wiltshire- £58 1,732. 

Mr John Philip Sydney Pearson, 
of Winchester. 

Hampshire £966.069. 

Mr Douglas Arthur Rossiter, of 
Monmouth. Gwent. — £775.474. 
Kacie Rneterbusch. of Chiswick. 

London W4 £2.405.25 1 . 

Mr Cyril Shmnan. of Corfe Mul- 
len. Dorset £937,216. 

Mr Rupert Woodhead Wtfliam- 
son. of Oldham, Greater 

Manchester- £741.037. 

Mrs Joan Maty Pdkman. of 
Twickenham. northwest 
London £558.049 


Mrs Helen Audrey Preston Pater- 
son. of Sawbridgeworth, 

Herts £55 1,920 

Mr Henry Martin Staride. of 
Budleigh Salterton, Devon 
£809,608 

Mis Rosalind Stroh. of Wanstead, 

London Ell £627.778 

Mr James Donald Walker, of 
WoUaton. Nottingham £993,354 
Mr Mark Hayfaon. of London 

WI £583.502 

Mr John Gifford Hughes, of 

lydney. GIoucs E5 10,504 

Mrs Sylvia Mary James, of 

London W5 £545.135 

Caroline Rosalie Augusta Kast- 
man n. of London 

SWI9 £1,195.974 

Mr James Patrick Dix Rafferty, of 

Gleam. Surrey £529,8 1 7 

Mrs Constance Maud Smith, of 

Rochester, Kent-. £566,015 

Olive Winch, of Harlow, Essex 
£514.008 

Mr Battista Zavaftom. or 

Pakenham, Suffolk £542.623 

Maj Gen Sir Harold John Crossley 
Hildreth, of Emsworth. Hamp- 
shire £222,442 

Mr Cyril Boole, of Ppynton, 
Cheshire £537.659 
Alice Maud Hilda CockmlL of 

Walsall West Midlands 

El. 1 69. 142 

Mr Victor Grabb, of Fercham, 

Surrey £632,253 

Mr Paul Demng, of Weston 

super Mare, Avan £546.985 

Miss Jqyce EffiatL of Northamp- 
ton £659.964 

Mr Joseph Samuel Gittmgs, of 

Neston. Cheshire £539,706 

Mr Stephen Evelyn Ernest 
Greenham. of Ryde. Ide of Wight 
£608.106 

Mr Colin John Gordon Kerr, of 

Kensington. London Wl I 

£1.488.945 
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Waiting in the wings: the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, assuming an angelic appearance as he is robed at his palace before 
entering Canterbury Cathedral to deliver his Christinas day sermon. Appropriately, the word angel derives from Greek angelos, messenger 


The Queen’s Christmas message 


T his year 1 am speaking 
to you not from Buck- 
ingham Palace, but 
from Sandringham, where my 
family gathers every year for 
Christmas. My great-grandfa- 
ther. King Edward VII. made 
Sandringham his country 
home in 1862 and it was from 
this house that my grandfa- 
ther, King George V. and my 
father used to speak over foe 
radio — originally to die 
Empire and then to the Com- 
monwealth — on Christmas 
Day all those years ago. 

It was from here that I made 
my first Christinas broadcast 
40 years ago and this year 1 
am very glad to be able to 
speak to you again from this 
family home. I first came here 
for Christmas as a grandchild. 
Nowadays my grandchildren 
come here forfoe same family 
festival To me this continuity 
is a.great source of comfort in a 
world of tension and violence. 

The peace and tranquillity 
of the Norfolk countryside 


make me realise how fortunate 
we are and all the more 
conscious of the trials and 
sorrows that so marry people 
axe suffering both in ibis 
country and around the world. 
My heart goes out to those 
whose lives have been blighted 
by war, terrorism, famine, 
natural disaster or economic 
hardship. 

Like many other families, 
we have lived through some 
difficult days this year. The 
prayers, understanding and 
sympathy given to us by so 
many of you. in good times 
and bad, have lent us great 
support and encouragement 
It bias touched me deeply that 
much of this has come from 
those of you who have troubles^ 
of your own. 

As some of you may have 
heard, me observe, it has, 
indeed, been a sombre year. 
Bui Christmas is surely the 
right moment to try to put it 
behind us and find a moment 
to pray for those, whoever 


they are, who are doing their 
best in all sorts of ways to make 
things better in 1993. I am 
thinking especially of the ser- 
vicemen and women, and the 
aid workers with them, frying 
to keep the peace in countries 
riven by strife and to bring' 
food to the weak and innocent 
victims. They do not have an 
easy task and they need all the 
moral and practical support 
we can give them. 

Curiously enough, it was a 
sad event which did as much 
as anything in 1992 to help 
me put my own worries into 
perspective. Just before he 
died, Leonard Cheshire came 
to see us with his fellow 
members of the Order of 
Merit By then, be was suffer- 
ing from a »long drawn-out 
and terminal Alness. He bore 
this with all the fortitude and 
cheerfulness to be expected of 
a holder of the Victoria Cross. 

However, what strode me 
more forcibly than his physical 
courage was the fact that he 


made no reference to his own 
Alness, but only to his hopes 
and plans to make life better 
for others. He embodied fbe 
message in those well-known 
lines: “Kindness is another's 
trouble, courage is one’s own." 

One of his Cheshire Homes 
for people with disabilities is 
not far from this house. I have 
visited others all over the 
Commonwealth -and I have 
seen at first hand the remark- 
able results of his and his 
wife’s determination to put 
Christ’s teaching to practical 
effect Perhaps tins shining 
example of what a human 
being can achieve m a lifetime 
of dedication can inspire in tire 
rest of us a belief in cur own 
capacity to help others. 

S uch talents and indomi- 
table spirit are notgiven 
to aD of us. But if we can 
sometimes lift our eyes from 
our own problems and focus 
on those of others, it win be at 
least a step in the right 


direction and Christmas is a 
good time intake it 
1993 wQl certainly bring 
new challenges, but let us 
resolve to meet it with fresh 
hope in our hearts. There is no 
magic formula that wfll trans- 
form sorrow into happiness, 
intolerance into compassion, 
or war into peace. But inspira- 
tion can change human be- 
haviour. Those, like Leonard 
Cheshire, who devote their 
lives to others, have that inspi- 
ration and they know and we 
. know where to look for help in 
finding it That help can be 
readily given if we only have 
the faith to ask. 1 and my 
family, as we approach a new 
year. wAl draw strength from 
this faith id. our commitment 
to yoor. service in the coming 
; 'years. - L pray that each and 
.every one.. of you has a happy 
Christmas and thatwexan ail' 
tty to bring that happiness to 
others. God bless you afl. 

Queen’s frith, page 2 
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Forthcoming marriages 


MrGA. Bacon 
and Miss MX. Bnrjgcss 
The engagement is announced 
between George Bacon, of 
Bembridge, Isle of Wight and 
Melanie, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Russell Burgess, of Apples haw. 
Hampshire. 

Mr R.G-F. Bsynham 
and Miss CM J. Medhnrst 
The engagement is announced 
between Robin, younger son of 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs B.C 
Baynham. of Whitchurch, Hamp- 
shire, and Claire, younger daugh- 
ter of Mr and Mrs D.H. 
Medhuist of Barnet, Hert- 
fordshire. 

Mr D.CP- Blower 
and Miss J. Khoo 
The engagemem is announced 
between Chades. only son of Dr 
and Mrs A.P. Blower, of Ebon. 
Cambridgeshire, and Jacqueline, 
third daughter of Mr and Mrs 
H.C. Khoo, of Singapore. 

MrG.B. Cooper 
and Miss H.L. Lawn 
The engagement is announced 
between Giles, son of Mr and Mrs 
Rupert Cooper, of Edington Pri- 
ory, Wiltshire, and Helen, daugh- 
ter or Mr and Mrs Brian Lawn, of 
Casteau. Belgium. 


Mr AJ. Coriett 
and Miss J A. Crcgeen 
The engagement fa announced 
between Andrew, younger son of 
Mr and Mis Brian Coriett, of 
Sulby Glen. Isle of Man. and Julia, 
elder daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Donald Cregeen, of Braddan. Isle 
of Man. 

Mr A. M. Cox 
and Miss J A. Groves 
The engagement is announced 
between Anthony, only son of Mr 
and Mrs Harold Cox. of Sedgley. 
and Janet, only daughter of Mis 
Barbara Groves and the late Mr 
William Groves, of Wolver- 
hampton. 

Mr S.M.W. Curtis 
and Miss CH. Farrant 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon Morton 
Whiteford, son of Mr and Mrf 
Timothy Curtis, of Johannesburg. 
South Africa, and Caroline 
HeathcooL elder daughter of Mr 
and Mrs David Heathcote 
Farrant of Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 

Mr D.K. Edwards 
and Miss EJ. Benson 
The engagement is announced 
between David, son of Mrs Ed- 
wards and the late Mr TJC 
Edwards, of Belfast and Jane, 


daughter of Mr and Mis J.P. 
Benson, of Southwell. Notting- 
hamshire. 

Mr S.W.G. Irwin 
and Miss FJVt. Barbour 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, younger son of 
Mr and Mrs T.G. Irwin, of 
Bramley. Surrey, and Fiona, 
daugh te r of Mr and Mis JA 
Barbour, of Fumeft Green. East 
Sussex. 

Mr MJR- Jordan 
and Miss WJ A Nash 
The engagement is announced 
between Marie Richard, elder son 
of Mr and Mis David Jordan, of 
NordraxxxL Middlesex, and 
Wendy Jane AdOe, daughter of 
Mr and Mis Keith Nash, of Li tile 
Gransden. Cambridgeshire 
Mr J-S. KBgoar 
and Miss VA Kilpatrick 
The engagement is announced 
between John, youngest son of 
Mis Elizabeth Kilgour and the late 
John Kilgour. of Lower largo. 
Fife, and Victoria, younger daugh- 
ter of Mr and Mrs David KD- 
patridc. of Kilninver. Argyll. 

Mr N. Roeber 
and Miss J. Rey 

The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, triplet son of 
Mr Joe Roeber, of London, NWS. 


and Mrs Juliet Camp, of London, 
NW1. and Juliette, second daugh- 
ter of Mr and Mis Johnny Rey, of 
Ballito, Natal South Africa. 
MrNJ.CRowbeny 
and Miss N J.G Oaybouru 
The engagement is announced 
between NtgeL elder son of Mr 
T J. Rowbeny. of Luzern, Switzer- 
land. and the late Mis D.L. 
Rowbeny. and Nicola, only 
daughter of the late Mr G.R. 
Clayboum and of Mis. V.M. 
Clayboura of Huntley, Gloucest- 
ershire 

Mr J.G. TeDwright 
and Miss CA Sagden 
The engagement is announced 
between John, only son of Mr and 
Mis Peter Tdiwnght, of Market 
Drayton. Shropshire, and Caro- 
line, only daughter of Major and 
Mrs Paul Sugden . of Fordham 
Heath. Essex. 

MrCLS. Ward 
and Miss D.L Davis 
The engagement is announced 
between Gary, youngest son of Mr 
and Mrs AJ. Ward. ofWestergate. 
West Sussex, and Deborah, eldest 
daughter of Mr and Mis D.T. 
Davis, of Seer Green. Buck- 
inghamshire 


MrW. deWinton 
aad Miss G.L Hughes 
The engagement fa announced 
between Walter de Winton, of 
MaesDrch Castle. Radnorshire 
and Iona Hughes, of Beulah, 
Breconshire 
Mr JLR. Woosnam 
and IVfiss MJF. Owen 
The engagemem is announced 
between James, younger son of 
Mis and Mis Charles Woosnam. 
of Cefnllysgwynne. Bui 1th 
Weflsand, and Madeleine, only 
daughter of Mis and Mrs Nicho- 
las Owen, of Hartley Wintney, 
Hampshire. 

Mr D.RJ. Young 
and Mis EJHL Abonseda. 

The engagement is announced 
between David Richard James, 
son of the late Wing Commander 
and Mis M JJ3. Young, and Eliza- 
beth Honor, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs R.P. Boyd James, of East 
Langton. Lekestershire 


Marriages 


Mr NJA Edgar 
and Miss AJ. Roe 
The marriage took place on Sat- 
urday December 19. at the Chapel 
of the Royal Hospital Chelsea, of 
Mr Nicholas Edgar, eldest son of 
Mr and Mrs Ashley Edgar, of 


Linton. Cambridgeshire, and 
Alexia, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
David Roe, of Chelsea, London. 
SW3. The Rev Tom Hiney MC 
officiated. 

The bride, who was given away by 
her father, was attended by Natalie 
Tayler-Levy. Alexandra Taylor- 
Leyy. Henrietta Champion. Jane 
Malone and Joe Taish. Mr 
Bamaby Edgar was best man. 

A reception was held at Claridge’s 
and the honeymoon is being spent 
in Paris. 

Mr D.P.M- Soares 
and Miss EC Howe 
The marriage took place on 
December 19. in the Convent 
ChapeL Mayfield. Sussex, of 
Dominic, eldest son of Mr and 
Mrs Anthony Soares, and Emma, 
daughter of Professor and Mrs 
Christopher Howe. 


University news 

John Langdon, King's College 
School of Medicine and Den- 
tistry, London, appointed to 
Chair of Oral and Maxillofa- 
cial Surgeiy. and as Head of 
Department 
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Oh person of good wane can 
ataUtah a ci(y. but a tribe of 
lawless people can turn B 
into a desert. 

ErdutasUcm 16 :4 


BIRTHS 


MARRIAGES 


BARROW - On December 4th. 
a! The Greenwich District 
HospHaL to Ann (nie Webb) 
and Alaska*, a *on. Cameron 
John Andrew. 

BLOCH - on December 22nd 
at the Honiara Hospital. 
WeUlnstan. to Andrea and 
Lewis, a darting daughter 
Lara Tauhe. 

GARCIA - On December isth. 
to Goozalo and Penny (r*f 
corny), a daughter. Sharon 

(Mam 

LAWRENCE ■ On Tuesday 
22nd December 1992. at SI 
RtdianTs HotnUaL 

Chichester, to June tnie Mor- 
ris) and Hoy. a, son. 

Chri st opher Roy. NJcoL ‘Let 
joy be unconflnedr. 
PEARCE ■ On December i80v. 
at Queen Many’s Hospital. 
Rotiumpton. to Rachel (nte 
Everts!) and Richard, a 
daughter. Oeorgbia EDzabea 
Dorothy. 

SPINNER - On December 
ZSrd. to Carotyn (nte Sretth) 
and Stenben. a healthy son, 
William James, a brother for 
Thomas. 

SVEDBER6 - On December 
23rd at Undo Wtafl. St 
Marys Hospital. Paddington, 
to Jonas and AnratoeDe (nfo 
Harrison), a son. Theodor 
Edward (TheaV. a brother for 
Freva. 


COPPLE3TONE: 
POMBtAIVTZ The Marralge 
look place on Saturday 
December 19 In New York 
J CUy between Jonathan 
Copplestone. of Potruan, 
Cornwall, and New York, 
and u$a Ponwrantt, of 
Segirin. Texas, and New 
York- 


DEATHS 


DEATHS 


ALLEN - On December 21st 
1992. peacefully. Sheila 
French of Sandbanks. Poole, 
widow of Motor Derek ABen. 
Dearest mother of McHe, 
CaroL Gay. CUve. Alexis and 
Tracey and derated Granny 
of Sean. Robert John. 
Hannah. Castle. Josh. Fired. 
Jethro. Lauren. Tim, Jack. 
Henry and Arthur. Funeral 
service ai St Nicholas 
Church. Kenilworth on 
Thursday. December 31st at 
11.15 ajn. Family flowers 
only. DonaDons. If desired, 
for the British Lung 
Foundattoo c/a Forsey and 
Son. Funeral Dtrectort. 
Buuetflh. Gtashmtwry. 
Somenet 


A VMS LEV - Cyril Stanley. 
O.Bre. cm December 23rd. ai 
Llandovery, tn his Both year. 
Fonneiiy of Twickenham 
and Bromley. Journalist with 
The Dally Ex p r ea s tor 56 
years. Father of Judith. 
Andrew. Rosalind and 
Robert Cremation ai Parc 
Gwyn. Narberth at 2.00 p.m. 
on December 30th. Family 
flowers only. Donations In 
lieu tf so desired to 
Llandovery League of 
Friends, e/a of CUve Davies 
Funeral Director, Brtranla 
House. Llandovery. Tet 
0650 20636. 


BAXTER - James Edwin, 
peacefully tn Melbourne, 
Australia, on Decsnber 23rt 
1992. Leaves wife AW. 
brothers Harold and Ralph, 
sister Evelyn, sons David. 
Peter and Alan and 
daughters AUson and 
Jennifer. Much loved and 
sorely missed. 


DtCKEON - On December 
23rd 1992 at the Derbyshire 
Royal Infirmary. Major 
Thomas (Tom) Dtckson aged 

90 years formerly of 
Moidaive. Husband of the 
late Mn Gladys aricun and 
dearly loved father of 
Jocelyn* and RoPtn. 
Cremation private 


McAJLLISTER - On P e u aub e r 
Z3rd 1992. peacefully In 
hosdtaL Arthur, aged 98 
years, of 67 Hepburn 
Gardens. Sl Andrews. 
Beloved husband of me late 
Emmeline and much loved 
father of lan and Colin. R JJ*. 
No ftowHs please. 

O'HANLOM . On December 
22 nd. peacefully afta- a short 
fflnoss. Twain Francis 
Victor (pad. ueutenaxil- 
ColeneL Ret Much- loved 
husband of ADeen and tether 
of Kale and Paddy. 

WILCOX - On December 23rd 
1992. 4utctty In a Wosthtog 
Nurrtng Home. Alice May, 
widow of dearly missed 
John Wallace WBCttt aad 
much loved mother of 
Desmond. MMhad and MgeL 
Funeral service at Worthing 
Crematorium. FlbdCh. Sus- 
sex on Thursday January 
7th at 2.00pm. Eaauiri** to 
H.D.Trtbe Lid. TeU 0903 234 
S16 


FUNERAL 

ARRANGEMENTS 


MELSTHN ■ The funeral 
service and Interment for 
Nathan MnsMn win take 
place at Putney Vale 
Cemetery (West Chapel) on 
Tuesday 29th December 
1992 at 11.30 am 




IN MEMORIAM - 
PRIVATE 

FOR SALE 


WWTE-SNimi Str Henry 
CL8JE. In sweetest memory 
of my dearest husband. 
Decsnber 26 Ci 1943. 
Always tn my heart. 
MSHcenL 

TICKETS 

FOR SALE 

When responding tn 
advertisements readers 
are advised to establish 
the face value and full 
details of tickets before 
entering into any 
commitment. 

TRUSTEE ACTS 


BO ^7 or nw TRUSTEE ACL 1928 
thW ny pereon haring a CLAIM 
wam* or an WTt^&T m me 
ESTATE of any of Um daeaond 
pmen*B whom names, addrerie* 
and deraipttom ar« sat oat Maw 
b hereby required m send par- 
dcrin in wrtun of bb dabn ar 
Ufief'eri Be ba pane or pereona 
roenuoned in rrtaUon 10 me 
daemmd person concerned 
Mftn me dale verified; after 
widen dais me estate or dm 
deceased wtu be dWribuged by 
be PwnesMU lapumifaUvas 
amnna Um persons entitled 
berria having revuu only 10 the 
cfatmaandtaurMBAdf vAicanvy 
have had mOn. 

MASON Edtm Margaret Of 
Mwriltenfc NoratDB Home. 
Pansale London SWll. XMad 

11b August 1992: ParUcnlara to 

bhjdle * CO 1 ORataam SmeL 

London EC2V tbu. before lac 
March l9fts. 

AUBTHDAlt Newspaper. Ch-to- 
UUL 9WRt nrrwntflnftnn 

ALL AVAIL; Cats. Phantom. Lies 
Mis. U2. CUplan. all soccer. 
Rugby word. 071 «ao aibx 

ULLYWHITZX Piccadilly Qrna 
Winter Sale. Starts Monday 
zam. Sava dp to ^ pure. Tel: 
071 91S 4000 

OLD A HEW york. french. A pan 
nam stone aasuora. floor 
stone trouflln, rictonan bdet. 
cobble sett ate. Mabonwido 
deuvsiess o3ao Beoosaritfum 

m&£Mj 

GIFTS 

DOMESTIC & CATERING 
SITUATIONS 




SERVICES 


PHOTOSALES 

Prims of Photographs 
from The Times 
and the Sunday Times 
can be purchased 
from the Pbolosates Library 
The Times 
PO Box 481 
Virginia Street 
London El 9BD 

Tci 071-782-525! 

Typical Pricr. 

10*8 Colour Print CIO 
laxiOCownr Print £12 


WHflN tn London ml a video. 
TV by day. wood, month QiSet 
mtK OTTim TV 07 1 22a 6398 


SERVICES 


ALTERNATIVE p..i.i m .ii. q 
OPPOrtuntUei ■ not vanity, 
□cun: Alba im Castle Gale. 
Poimincr Cornwall TR20 8BG. 


WANTED 


WINSTON CHURCHILL books, 
■swecnes. photos, panwhlao. 
msmorabnia warned by eoUec- 
Icr OT1 223 2606 


FOOD & WINE 


CAVIAR osctecre 90g um O for 
gJjr*S0.00 TEL or FAX 0704 


' NOTICE TO READERS 

To place your advertisement in 
The Times please telephone; 

0831 350108 

Where our staff win be available to take your cafl. 

The usual telephone number 071 481 4000 win 

resume with effect from; 2nd January 1993 

Please note that prepayment will be 
required for all advertisements. 


announcements 


announcements 

& PERSONAL NOTICES 

£6.46 per line inc. VAT (dud 3 fold) 

Tel: 071 481 4000 Fax: 071 782 7827 

r™ 

^oolong Deadlines: - 

Monday . l.flOpm Satordty 
Tues^y -Fnd^ 5.00pm day prior 
Satontay 4J0pm Friday '™ r 

F!«aic have a ^ ready when pUciflg yoor nodec 

01 prepayment u reQumd. 

We accept 

ACCESS, AMEX. D INERS & VISA. 
COURT & SOCIAL ' 

forthcoming marriages 

and WEDDINGS 

On Court Pa&£Ji.7j per line VAT. 

Tel: 071 782 7347 Fax: 071 481 9313 
Booking Deadline: 5raUl , iW!iiiio 



n % 
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TED CROKER 



Edgar Alfred “Ted" Crokcr, 
secretary of the Football 

Association from 1973 to 1989. 

died yesterday aged 68. He was 
born on February 1 3, 1924. 

ALTHOUGH he was the first profes- 
sional footballer to hold the job, Ted 
Crater's reign as the sixth, and in 
terms of title, the last, secretary of the 
football Association will be remem- 
bered ■ more for commercial than 
foorballing activities, Croker, indeed, 
was brought in to the FA because of 
his business background, and he 
devoted much of his considerable 
energy to expanding the Associa- 
tion's income from sponsorship and 
marketing, with marked success. 

The change in emphasis reflected 
the needs of the time, but it also owed 
something to internal politics. It is no 
secret that his predecessor but one. 
Sir Stanley Rous, had dominated the 
FA Council to the extent that he had 
become effectively the most powerful 
man in English football — and for a 
time in world football after becoming 
president of the international federa- 
tion, FIFA. 

The FA councillors were deter- 
mined that Rous’s successors would 
not be given the same freedom, and 
Croker was constrained by this. 
Although he held strong views about 
football matters, both Sir Harold 
Thompson and Bert MilUchip. the 
chairmen through much of his 
period at Lancaster Gate, took on 
more leading roles and adopted 
higher public profiles than their 
predecessors. 

That was a mixed blessing. It is 
also true that C raker's judgment so 
often acute financially, sometimes let 
him down on football and political 
matters. His remark to Mrs Thatcher 
at the Downing Street post-mortem 
on the Heysel Stadium disaster, “We 
don’t want your hooligans at our 
sport,” was disastrously misjudged at 
a time when the prime minister's lade 
of sympathy for the game was 
already reaching a danger point Yet 


ironically, as a businessman Croker 
undoubtedly belonged to the 
Thatcher wing of the Conservative 
party, whom he briefly represented in 
local government 

H is touch was not always sure on 
footballing matters either. He was 
way conscious of the traditions of the 
FA Cup. and always stood out 
against proposals for it to be spon- 
sored. His remarks supporting a 
breakaway Super League, however, 
might have made some sense on 
narrow financial grounds, but they 
came ill from someone whose first 
tad; was to protect the footballing 
interests of the sporr as a whole. As it 
turned out he was merely being 
premature, and it fell to his successor 
Graham Kelly to lead the subsequent 
breakaway earlier this year. 

The younger of two boys, Croker 
was born in Kingston upon Thames 
and had just graduated with distinc- 
tion from the local technical college 
when war broke out in 1939. He 
joined the RAF as soon as he reached 
1 8 and became a flying instructor, 
surviving an air crash on the Pen- 
nines in 1945. 

By this time his brother Peter was 
playing for Chariton Athletic and 
Ted followed him to the Valley, 
playing for the reserves before the air 
crash, which broke both his ankles. 
Croker showing considerable hero- 
ism by crawling down 2000 feet into 
the valley to get help for his col- 
league;. After two seasons with the 
senior amateur side Kingstonian he 
rejoined Charlton in 1948. 

He played eight first team matches 
in 1950-51 as a makeshift centre- 
half, but he was recalled to the RAF 
when the Korean War broke out, and 
that ended his full time career. He 
subsequently spent three years with 
Headington (now Oxford) United, 
before another broken leg ended his 
playing days. He became a qualified 
FA coach, and went into industry. 

In 1960 he set up his own 
engineering business, inventing a 
new snowblower, the Croker Sno- 



Blo. He subsequently diversified into 
machinery for the booming ready- 
mix concrete industry, before selling 
out his firm to Liner Concrete Ltd. 
The sale left him comfortably off and 
when he saw a Football Association 
advertisraent for the secretaiyship to 
replace Denis Follows, who was 
retiring, Croker decided the time had 


come for a change of direction. 

He arrived in time to sit on the 
committee which dismissed the Eng- 
land manager Sir Alf Ramsey, and 
play a significant part in the choice of 
his successor, Don Revie, who made 
his initial approach through Croker. 
For a time it was a successful 
partnership, both insisting on raising 


FA salaries and fees for staff and 
players to more realistic levels. 

Revie showed as much interest in 
the commercial side as the secretary, 
and when Croker recommended the 
sale of exclusive rights to a kit 
manufacturer to market the England 
strip. Revie introduced Admiral, who 
won the contract. The move subse- 
quently brought a storm of criticism 
as it was seen as tending towards the 
exploitation of children, although 
Croker defended it to the last 

Revie subsequently departed amid 
some acrimony, but Sir Harold 
Thompson bore the responsibility for 
the costly legal battle. Croker had 
advised against it, but he was more 
successful in helping guide the FA 
through the minefield as the Falk- 
lands War endangered England's 
place in (he 1982 World Cup. His 
touch on that occasion was faultless. 
Hooliganism however proved an 
intractable problem, and it was to 
blight the remaining years of his 
secretaryship. 

When the Heysel tragedy occurred, 
as a member of the IJefa disciplinary 
committee. Croker was aware of the 
possibilities, and in concert with Bert 
MilUchip, the new FA chairman, he 
organised the damage limitation 
exercise of withdrawing English 
dubs from European competition 
immediately. He was however less 
successful in convincing the govern- 
ment of the need for their support in 
conquering the problem. A poor 
relationship with the then minister 
for sport Neil Mcfariane. which 
dated bad; to a disagreement over 
the England 1982 World Cup mar- 
keting symbol. Bulldog Bobby, did 
not help. 

A hip operation and other illness 
undermined his fitness, and Graham 
Kelly was brought in in a new role as 
chief executive in 1 988, initially 
working alongside Croker, who re- 
tired in 1989. 

He is survived by his wife Kathy, 
and a son and two daughters. 



NATHAN MILSTEIN 


Nathan Mflstein, Russian-born violinist 
who left his native land to make a career in 
tile West died in London on December 21 
aged 87. He was bom at Odessa on 
December 31. 1904. 

NATHAN M Ostein was one of the great 
exponents of the idiosyncratically Russian 
school of violin playing, in which, at its greatest 
as he represented it a consummate technical 
command is accompanied by warmth of tone 
and intensity of style. From the works of Bach— 
whose unaccompanied violin music found in 
him one of its greatest modem interpreters — to 
the late romantic concertos of Dvoitik and 
Glazounov. the vivid display works of 
Wieniawski and (he emotional reticences of 
composers like the middle-period Stravinksy, 
Milstein’s sympathies were unfailingly given to 
the works he played and the intentions of their 
composers. 

He was bom the son of a prosperous 
Ukrainian wool merchant who nevertheless 
decided his son should pursue a career in 
music. MUsrean studied at the Imperial 
Conservatoire. St Petersburg under Leopold 
Auer, one of the most gifted and influential of 


modem violin teachers. His first concert tours 
of Russia, from 1920 onwards, in which he 
played with all the principal orchestras and 
gave sonata recitals with the pianist Vladimir 
Horowitz, marked him as a violinist of 
exceptional brilliance. 

His first European tour, in 1 926, brought a 
break with the Soviet Union as well as a general 
endorsement in London and elsewhere of the 
reputation he had won there. It brought, too, a 
period of further study with the veteran Eugene 
Ysaye. From 1929 he made hi s home in the 
United States, but after the war he returned 
regularly to Europe for concert tours, as well as 
extending his travels into Canada and South 
America. Indeed, in later years he preferred 
living in London, feeling that it was less frenetic 
and more personal than the United States. 

If Milstnn was. in the warmth and intensity 
of his playing, fundamentally a romantic 
violinist, he was at the same time a musician 
disciplined by his sensitivity to the style of 
whatever wore he played. Intensity of feefing in 
his performances of 18th century Italian music 
— for he was obviously devoted to the works of 
Corelli, and his contemporaries and followers 
and to tire music of Mozart no less than to the 


works of the 19th century masters — was never 
allowed to distort the formal graces of a work. 
Thus, he found in the violin music of Bach a 
profundity and extent pf emotion which he 
could express without ever allowing himself to 
be inhibited by the extreme technical difficulty 
of tile unaccompanied sonatas and partitas. 
Everything he played had the essential integrity 
of a fine musician’s devotion to the task of 
expressing the work and not his own view of it 

Until extreme old age caught up with him 
Mflstein showed an astonishing physical 
resilience which enabled him to cany on 
playing long after the time when most masters 
have given up. He gave master dassses at the 
Juffliard School of Music in New York and 
taught in Zurich, besides keeping up a 
punishing pace on the concert platform. 

When he was eventually compelled to stop 
playing at the age of 84 an accident — a fall 
which left him unable to handle his violin — 
and not muscular decline was the cause. He did 
not. however, turn aside from musical activity 
and continued keep mentally active by tran- 
scribing piano works for the violin. 

He was married to ThfcreSe Weldon and they 
had one daughter.. 


STELLA ADLER 


Stella Adler, considered 
by many to be America’s 
leading teacher of acting, 
died of heart failure at 
her home in Los Angeles 
on December 21 aged 9 1 . 

She was bora in 
Manhattan on February 
10.1901. 

RAGING, purring, cursing 
and cajoling, Stella Adler was 
an unforgettable teacher for 
thousands of aspiring young 
performers at her Conserva- 
tory of Acting in Manhattan. 
As’an exponent of "Method” 
acting, which she studied with 
its originator, Konstantin 
Stanislavsky, she helped to 
shape the careers of such stars 
as Marion Brando, Warren 
Beany, and Robert De Niro. 

“Stella,” wrote Foster Hirsh 
in his 1 984 book A Method to 
The Madness, “is theatrical 
royalty who instils in her 
students 3 sense of the nobility 
of acting. She dares her stu- 
dents to act, to lift their bodies 
and their voices, to be larger 
than themselves, to love lan- 
guage and ideas. 

She was no mean actress 
herself, first appearing on 


stage at the age of five with the 
Independent Yiddish Art 
Company, in which her par- 
ents were leading players, and 
later as a leading member of 
the Group Theatre, which 
revolutionised American dra- 
ma during the Depression 
years. In all she appeared in 
nearly 200 plays in the United 
States and abroad, including 
the 1961 London production 
of the black comedy Oh Dad. 
Poor Dad, Mama’s Hung You 
in the Closet and Pm Peelin' 
So Sad. 

But it was her teaching, after 
she opened her school in 
1 949, for which she will be 
best remembered. Though 
they both espoused the Meth- 
od, Adler's approach differed 
markedly from that of Lee 
Strasberg. who ran the rival 
Actors Srudio until his death 
in 19S2. Strasberg based his 
teaching on Stanislavsky's ear- 
ly belief that an actor should 
perform extensive “affective 
memory" exercises, improvis- 
ing and conjuring up “the 
conscious past” to convey 
emotion. 

But Adler had been to Pans 
in J934 and studied under 


Stanislavsky four years before 
his death, by which time he 
had changed his mind. He 
then stressed that an actor 
should create by imagination 
rather than memory, and it 
was this approach that Adler 
followed. 

Mercurial in her person- 
ality, with honey-blonde hair 
and grey^green eyes, she con- 
veyed the later Stanislavsky 
message with an aristocratic 
passion. “Your talent is in your 
imagination,” she taught. 
“The rest is life. You must get 
away from the real thing 
because the real thing will 
limit your acting and cripple 
you. To think of your own 
mother's death each time you 
want to cry onstage is schizo- 
phrenic and sick. Don’t use 
your conscious past," Adler 
advised. “Use your creative 
imagination to create a past 
that belongs to your character. 
I don’t want you to be stuck 
with your own life. It's too 
tittle.” 

Such teaching had a pro- 
found effect on her students. 
Said one: “Stella Adler taught 
me more in five minutes today 
than any of my other teachers 


have taught me in five years." 

Her own views on the value 
of teaching were uncharacter- 
istically modest “The teacher 
has to inspire, to agitate," she 
wrote. “You cannot teach act- 
ing. You can only stimulate 
what's already there." 

She demanded not only 
craftsmanship, but also self- 
awareness. calling it the key to 
an actor's sense of fulfilment 
“You can’t be boring," she 
said. “Life is boring. The 
weather is boring. Actors must 
not be boring. Neva- go on 
stage without your motor 
running." 

Stella Adler certainly kept 
her own motor running for a 
long time. In 1988. at the age 
of 87, she published her 
theories in a book, Stella 
Adler on Acting. It would, she 
hoped, “help actors who have 
no foundation and no place to 
get a foundation, and no 
culture in which a foundation 
is encouraged." 

Twice married and di- 
vorced, Stella Adler was finally 
widowed when her third hus- 
band, the physicist and novel- 
ist Mitchell Wflson, died in 
1973. She leaves a daughter. 



HELEN JOSEPH 


Helen Joseph, veteran 
white campaigner against 
apartheid in South Africa. 

died in hospital in 
Johannesburg yesterday 
at tire age of 87. She was 
bora in Midhurst, Sussex, 
in 1905. 

FOR four decades Helen Jo- 
seph dedicated herself singie- 
mindedly to opposing 
apartheid in South Africa. She 
was an inspiration to thou- 
sands of young South Africans 
to whom she spoke directly 
from university platforms, and 
to whom her life provided an 
example of selfless sacrifice. 

For her puns she spent 26 
years under one form of 
restraint or other. She was the 
first South African to suffer 
house arrest In 1957 she was 
charged, along with 1 5 1 other 
people, with treason, and it 
took four years before she was 
acquitted. None of this pre- 
vented her. whenever she was 
free to do so. from voicing her 
outrage at a regime she re- 
garded as racist, undemocrat- 
ic and wickedly unjust 
Her last banning order 
expired when she was in her 
eightieth year. Mrs Joseph not 
only helped form organ- 
isations to carry on the fight 
against apartheid, such as the 
Congress of Democrats or the 
Federation of South African 
Women, she related directly to 
the student population, who 
twice elected her as president 
of the National Union of 
South African Students. She 
also gave direct help and 
support to the families of 
political prisoners or those in 
exile, establishing structures to 
support those in need of food 
and shelter. She was particu- 
larly involved in helping Win- 
nie Mandela and her children 
while Nelson Mandela was 
lodged on Robben Island. 

Helen Joseph read English 
at London University and, 
wanting a career as a teacher 
of English abroad, took her 
first job, in Hyderabad, in 
1 927. But in 1 93 1 she went to 
South Africa, the country with 
which she was to become 
inextricably linked for the rest 
of her life. 

She first became politically 
active in 1953 when she 
joined the anti-apartheid 
movement In that year she 
was closely associated with the 
African National Congress’s 
dvfl disobedience campaign 
against repressive legislation. 
In 1 955 she suddenly shot ro 
national (and international) 
prominence when, with Ber- 
tha Mashaba, the leader of the 
ANCs Women’s League, she 
mobilised 20,000 women and 
organised a protest march on 
Pretoria’s Union Buildings, 
the seat of the South African 
government 

Bemused officials in this 
bastion of Afrikaner rule were 
astonished to see such a gath- 
ering of black women led by a 
white. Indeed they were sur- 
prised that the march took 
place at aD as they thought 
they had sabotaged it by 
withdrawing the licences for 
the buses the protesters were to 
have chartered- They had 
reckoned without Helen Jo- 
seph’s determination,- contact- 
ing township groups, she 
reorganised the descent on 
Pretoria, arranging for the 
protesters to make their way to 
the city by train and then 
continue their journey to the 
seat of government on foot 
It was characteristic of the 
sheer stubbomnness that was 
to govern her actions over the 
next 35 years and make her 
one of the South African 
government’s most obdurate 
opponents. For her actions she 
was arrested and charged with 
treason and only secured her 
acquital from the charges in 
1961. In the meantime she 
had received the first of several 
banning orders that prevemed 
her from attending political 
meetings and fno less effective 
a means of gagging dissent) 
prohibited her from being 
quoted. 

Her acquittal from treason 
charges in 1961 did not spell 
the end of her problems. In 
the following year she became 
the first white woman in 


South Africa to be banned and 
placed under house arrest. For 
the next nine year she re- 
mained confined to her house 
in a Johannesburg suburb 
from sunset to sunrise, and 
was prevented from leaving 
the city itself. In addition she 
was ordered to report daily to 
the police and forbidden to 
meet more than one person at 
a time. 

The stare of being banned, 
once described by the opposi- 
tion leader Sir Villiers Graaff 
as being sentenced to “civil 
death", put tremendous 
strains on the physical and 
mental constitution even of 
one so tough as Helen Joseph. 
From noon to 2am were the 
prescribed hours of reporting 
to the police and on one 
occasion when she was late she 
spent a night in jail. Prevented 
from receiving a single visitor 
between the hours of 6.30pm 
and 6.30am she nevertheless 
managed to keep herself sane 
through an iron self-discipline 
which reflected itself in such 
outward signs as a meticulous- 
ly kept garden. During this 
time she was not without 
supporters who were able to 
articulate a sense of the pre- 
posterous nature of the state's 
persecution of her. As the 
noted South African liberal 
lawyer Leo Marquand ex- 
pressed it in 1967: “What are 
the crimes that this 62-year old 
woman is presumed to have 
committed — crimes that 
make the powerful Republic of 
South Africa regard her as a 
danger to its very existence?" 
As it to add insult to injury, in 
1 966, Mrs Joseph lost her job 
with the clothing industry's 
medical aid society. Her ban 
prohibited her from entering 
any building where a trade 



union met and there hap- 
pened to be one on the 
premises. 

Released from house arrest 
in 1971, she underwent an 
operation for cancer, but soon 
resumed her anti-apartheid 
activities. In 1980 she was 
banned again for two years, 
but none of the restrictions 
placed upon her could repress 
her unquenchable zeal for 
what she believed to be right. 
It was to be a repeated feature 
of her life to be placed under 
house arrest at regular inter- 
vals. Indeed, she said she 
confessed to some disappoint- 
ment when President F. W. de 
Klerk finally lifted restrictions 
on her in 1 990. It implied, she 
felt, that the government no 
longer considered her a threat 
“I didn’t think I’d see this day” 
she said at the time, “I’m a 
stubborn old bag and I wasn’t 
expecting things to change”. 

Unlike Helen Suzman, 
whose work as a white South 
African campaigner against 
apartheid also earned her an 
international reputation. Hel- 
en Joseph’s impetus was not 
simply a liberal or humanitar- 
ian one. To the end she 
remained a militant Marxist- 
Leninist, like many or her 
veteran contemporaries in the 
ANC and in the South African 
Communist Party. To many 
the chilling rhetoric of the 
Stalinist era, to which she 
often gave vent seemed out of 
place in the post-Soviet world. 
But ir had always been the 
inspiration for her actions and 
she was too old to change. 

She was the suthor of two 
books. If This Be Treason 
(1963) and Tomorrows Sun 
(1966). 

Her marriage was dissolved 
in 1948. 


Waves yield classical statues 

By Norman Hammond, archaeolocy correspondent 


MORE than a thousand 
pieces of classical bronze statu- 
ary have been identified in 
whai Italian archaeologists 
are calling a cemetery of 
statues. The recent find off the 
Italian coast has also been 
described as one of the most 
significant underwater dis- 
coveries. 

The bronzes span 700 years, 
from the 4th century BC until 
the 3rd century AD. They 
seem to have been the cargo of 
a ship thar went down near 
Brindisi, in the southern Adri- 
atic, in the 3rd century or later, 
and are thought to have been 
scrap being -taken for 
recycling. 

_ Most of (he pieces are life- 
shed and some are four times 
larger. They indude an almost 


complete statue of a man in a 
t og a f jacking only the face and 
a foot One of the earliest 
pieces is a head, possibly of a 
philosopher, in the style of the 
high classical period of the late 
5th or eariy 4th century BC. 

Professor Carol Mattuscn. 
of George Washington Univ- 
ersity in Washington DC, 
said: “Scholars have never 
before had the opportunity to 
study so many bronzes from 
one context After detailed 
study, including analysis of 

the bronze alloys, we will know 

more about the workshops 
that produced these bronzes, 
where the workshops were 
located and even perhaps 
when they were active.” 

Until now, the best evidence 
has come from a wreck found 


at Mahdiain Tunisia in 1 907, 
which contained statues, mar- 
ble columns and furniture 
fixtures, all perhaps for a villa. 
The Brindisi find is much 
larger and “vastly increases 
the number of large bronzes 
that are preserved from dassi- 
cal antiquity", Professor 
Mattsuch said. “This find is of 
extraordinary importance." 

The bronzes are being treat- 
ed in the conservation labora- 
tory of die archaeological 
museum in Brindisi, while 
not comparable in artistic 
quality with the magnificent 
Riace bronze statues which 
were found in the sea near 
Reggio di Calabria some years 
ago, they will probably be even 
more informative about an- 
cient trade and technology. 


Wall to repel 
British found 

A £75 million tourist develop- 
ment in Puerto Rico has been 
halted after builders hit buried 
defences built in 1 796 to repel 
the British (Norman Ham- 
mond writes). 

The wall of the San Francis- 
co de Padua Battery in Old 
San Juan, over 100ft long, 
had been bnried by later 
construction finings. It was 
believed that the battery had 
been demolished but its re- 
mains have been found to 
stand nearly 20ft high. 

With Spanish colonial ar- 
chaeology drawing in thou- 
sands of visitors as Columbuses 
landing in the Bahamas is 
commemorated, destruction 
of the battery was not an 
option. A park will be built to 
display the wall and the tourist 
complex has been redesigned. 


ON THE SLAVE 
TRADE 

Should a question new arise, as it naturally 
will, why. ... large supplies of imported 
Africans should be annually necessary for 
keeping up the working flock far die 
Plantations? — the truth musr be told, 
though it affects the credit of West-Indian 
humanity — they are prevented by oppres- 
sion from multiplying their species. Incessant 
labor is all That is required at their hands; yet 
“plantation work Is asserted to be in itself not 
peculiarly hard; but ir is the use of strength 
instead of contrivance, ft ts want of food, of 
dothes, of rest and deep, which wearies out 
slaves; it is this drawling out their work from 
early dawn to dusty nighc ft is their 
wandering three or four miles under the 
meridian sun, to pick up bundles of grass, dial 
constitutes their hardships'" the fate of these 
miserable wretches, is therefore not a mailer 
of accident, but of calculated certainty; far a 
cruel task-master win undertake that die 
unremitting toil of his Slaves for four years, 
shah reimburse him their prime cost and 
expenses of maintenance — Death then 


ON THIS DAY 
December 26 1787 


A long front page article devoted to con- 
ditions in Jamaica. Following the ami-slavery 
movement in Britain, and. in I S3 1, a Negro 
insurrection, emancipation of slaves on the 
island was proclaimed in 1834. 

perhaps comes seasonably to the relief of 
many of them, just as their worn out bodies 
may have sufficed to answer this infamous 
calculation, Gracious Heaven! — is it thus 
that man abuses foe work ofhis Creator — 
that he makes the life and death of his fellow 
creatures die sport of his passions, and the 
instrument of advancing ids fortunes in die 
world! Slavery in all times has bear found 
equal to foe power of inverting the natural 
order of things; bur never surely has it been 
attended with so much detiberare and 
malignant horror, as in foe commerce 
between Africa and the West India Islands. 


Two hundred years have elapsed since foe 
existence or foe Slave Trade; in all this long 
period, where do we find any mitigation of 
that system of cruelty which prevailed at its 

establishment? Or where any change, except 
in refinements of that treachery by which it 
has been supported? Complaints have been 
made by individuals, and petitions have been 
presented to the throne of England, against 
foe destructive influence of dus traffic; but 
these complaints have been silenced — these 
petitions have been rejected — — nine million 
of people have fallen a sacrifice, to prove, as it 
were, of how little estimation is the life of man 
in the scale of commercial considerations. But 
lei us hope that the evil has attained its haghc 
that now, at length, ft has caught the attention 
of tire nations of Europe; the Spaniards, the 
Portguese, the Ftendt, have set examples 
which foe inhabitants of Great Britain and 
Ireland may be proud to follow — America 
has matted her sincere love of liberty, by 
extending ft to those under her power, as soon 
as she has secured it for herself. Great Britain 
alone has, in a manner, authorised die 
severities of her subjects towards the Slaves, by 
withdrawing from the latter all legal proreo- 
tiom and by recording them less than men by 
act of Parliament. . . 

AFRICANUS 
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NEWS / ' 


Bush ‘now subject of enquiry’ 

■ In an angiy atmosphere in Washington after presidential 
action pardoned six former Reagan officials for their 
involvement in the Iran-Contra affair, Lawrence Walsh, the 
independent prosecutor, declared that President Bush 
himself was now the subject of investigation. 

In pardoning Caspar Weinberger, the former defence 
secretary, Mr Bush had "pardoned a man who committed the 
same type of misconduct that he did” Pages 1, 7, 13 

Rabin blocks Red Cross supplies 

■ Overriding strong opposition inside his own cabinet; 

Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli prime minister, yesterday blocked 
Red Cross supplies bound for the 4 1 5 deported Palestinians 
trapped in the south of Lebanon Pages 1, 10 

Jails under fire 

Derek Lewis, the next head of 
the prison service, has said that 
many facilities in Ja3s in Eng- 
land and Wales were inade- 
quate, forcing staff to work at a 
disadvantage Page 6 

Balancing act 

Bill Clinton, the US president- 
elect, has put die finishing touch- 
es to the most diverse cabinet in 
American history, including five 
women, four blacks and two 
Hispanic Page 7 


Carey rebuff 

The Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Dr George Carey, used his 
Christmas sermon in Canter- 
bury Cathedral to criticise those 
who attack people in authority in 
a “meanness of spirit”.... Page I 

Mother killed 

Sarah Mon ell e. a young mother, 
was killed and nine other revel- 
lers were injured when they were 
hit by a car after a rugby dub 
party at Keynsham, near 
Bath _ Page 1 

Stressed police 

As many as 3,000 London police 
officers will have received treat- 
ment or counselling this year for 
stress-related disorders, a prob- 
lem now recognised as serious 
and growing. Page 5 

Letters alarm 

The Chartwell papers, which 
cover Winston Churchill's life up 
to 1945, are to be sold fay the 
Churchill family trust, raising 
concern among 20th century 
historians that the 5.000-file ar- 
chive will be broken up .. Page 4 


Serb demands 

Vqjislav Seseij, the extreme Serb 
nationlist leader, has said that 
the re-election of Slobodan 
Milosevic, the Serbian presi- 
dent, should pave the way for a 
legal greater Serbia Page 9 

Pro-market hint 

Viktor Chernomyrdin, the Rus- 
sian prime minister, has named 
Boris Fyodorov, a liberal minis- 
ter, to head economic policy in 
an attempt to prove his commit- 
ment to pro-market 
reforms Page 1 1 


Everest costs go sky-high 

The cost of attempting to dimb Everest has multiplied seven 
fold within a year, according to the British Mountaineering 
CounriL From next autumn, expeditions will be asked to pay 
up to £45,000. This, say the Nepalese, is to protect the 
mountain’s environment Page 5 




the many bouquets presented by well-wishers, is « 
id Prince Henry for Christmas day service at Sax 


by the Duke 
church. Page 2 


Football: Ted Croker, a former sec- 
retary of the Football Association, 
has died, aged 68, at his home in 
Cheltenham. Gloucestershire, after 
along illness Pages, 15, 17 

Racing: Severe frost has reduced 
the traditional Boxing day feast 
with Huntingdon. Market Rasen, 
Weatheifay. Sedgefidd and Wol- 
verhampton having been called 
off Page 22. 23 




BAb setback: 

Shares in British 


Aerospace dosed 5p down at 1 57p 
having touched 1 52p in Christmas 
eve trading after the company bad 
revealed a shortfall of £500 million 
in its cash flow Page 32 

Markets: The pound gained .00 1 5 
cents against the dollar dosing at 
$1 .533 and was up .00 1 6 pfennigs 
against the Deutschmark to do9e at 
DM2.4408. The FT-SE dosed up 
.1 at 2827.5 Page 32 


Fanner's Diary: If you think your 
relations are awkward at Christ- 
mas, count yourself lucky. Having 
reared her last litter of piglets to the 
ripe old age of ten weds, Phoebe, 
our young sow, is now ready to give 
her undivided attention to foe 
founding of the next; Pan! Heiney 
writes Weekend, page 3 

Hunter’s confessions: Although 
ethics now prevent her from hunt- 
ing, Annie Rankin still recalls the 
heacty excitement of foe Batting day 

meet Weekend page 3 

Feather report: Derwent May in- 
vestigates foe possible rewards of a 
walk down the lane and into the 
wood on Boxing day 
morning Weekend, page 3 


in 


If your pulse quickens at the pros- 
pect of a bargain in the January 
sales, arm yourself for the fray with 
our countrywide - stores 
guide Weekend, pages 12, 13 


Hangover cum: Recommenda- 
tions on how to restore that good 
cheer are recalled by Frank 
Jeffrey Weekend, page 3 

Leftover disguises: If your family 
would mutiny at one more turkey 
sandwich, Frances Bissefl. suggests 
some dever disguises for 
leftovers. Weekend, page 5 


Nasal skflhc Test your knowledge 
of single malts, apply your nose to 
our blind tasting kit and you 
could be Britain’s 1 993 malr 
whisky buff Weekend, page 4 

Taking off: Win a flight and tickets 
to a great American sporting 
event; or simply apply for our spe- 
cial offer with Northwest 

Airlines Weekend, page 6 

Sail away: A free Channel ferry 
crossing awaits one reader who 
correctly identifies the locations of 
six properties on Buyer's 
France Weekend, page 8 


ALAN COREN 

Across the from him a BT 
salesman is being just as jolly, for 
though it may be more blessed to 
give than to receive, to sell is most 
blessed of aH What they are being 
jolly about is tire buyer’s private life, 
for until this is laid out on the desk 
the buyer will not be permitted to 
buy Weekend, page 7 

SIMON JENKINS 

I first laid eyes on Vermeer's Guitar 
PUyerm 1974 when she was con- 
valescing on her stretcher in a hum- 

Me Kenwood bedroom. She had 
been stolen three months before by 
persons unknown Page 12 

MARYKILLEN 

Every night I check foe safety haz- 
ards in our tiny cottage. Having 
asked my husband to double- 
check. I mount the staircase, care- 
fully staring at foe ground to pre- 
dude my taking a tumble on dis- 
carded objects —Weekend, page I 


TV 



One of the best holiday offcnngg 
diars the career and persnfel hfe 
of Enid Blyton- Bookmark Sunny- 
Stories . BBC2 9 50pm, 
Saturday Weekend , page H 

A moment for mercy 

Mr Bush’s pardons will no* drop . 
on Washington with the gentleness 
of rain from heaven. But the verdte 
on the Iran-Contra affair a turn 
best left to history than m fortlw 
legal inquisitions Pagei3 

Pass the claret 

Today, many a headache will be. - 
blamed on the excess® of yesta^ 
day. Gently contemplating the cold 
turkey and yesterday's emptier we 
should remind ourselves that food. 
is good for us and that dnnk fn - 
reasonable quantities is an 
elixir Page 13. 

Christmas past 

(From December, 1 926) 

Boxing day is the day upon which - 
certain workers, presumably (most 
of them realty) in receipt of ade- 
quate wages, go round from house 
to house asking for gratuities. Of 
these approved mendicants some 
are but urchins whose rapacious 
mothers leave them scarce enough 
of their wages to find them in 
“comets” and cigarettes: others are 
grave and uniformed servants <tf 
foe State- - - Page 13 



£ 



The trials and tribulations of the 
royal family, the crisis in Somalia 
and restoring the buildings of Mo®-, 
cow are among subjects exercising 
readers at holiday time Page 13 


While the United Nations deals 
with spots of lesser tension in the 
world with decisiveness to imple- 
ment its resolutions. Israel is re- 
garded as an exceptional case. The 
world organisation turns its back, 
on Arab causes, knowing that at- 
tempts to destroy the Arab charac- 
ter continue unabated 

- ai-Thawm, Damascus 
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ACROSS 

I Room for Reading’s scale rail- 
way? (7). 

5 Swifr-ish — creating a stir, lead- I 
ing Olympic finalists (7). 

9 Number of scouts sorry to return | 
after end of August (5). 

10 Capital views, perhaps, ofi 
yeomen’s partners? (9). 

11 It’s an okl boast — begone! (6). 

12 God included in a prayer for 

overabundance (8). 

14 White ground used in lounges 
sometimes (51. 

15 Showy flier on the range!? (5-4). 

18 Long-suffering left-halt accord- 
ing to the Barset Record (9). 

20 Flies in some houses (5). , 

22 Hie Savoyard’s resignation? (8)- . 

24 Moving together from law arch 
on foot (6). 

26 How Tralee developed as an 
oasis? (5-4). 

27 Rotter joins sappers’ basic unit 

(S). 

28 Red rose embroidered in piece of 

tapestry (?)- , 

29 One who has charge of a boxer., 
for example? (7). 


DOWN 

1 Being drowsy. aQow hot cigar to 
fall (9). 

2 Man in deep space that contains 
aQ living things (7). 

3 Instrument for those off-peak: 
calls? (9). 

4 Always include attempt to stand , 

on head in this disapfine? (4). ' 

5 A dab hand at stock-taking (4-6). . 

6 That is to say nothing in re- 
proach (2.3). 

7 Italian squares, of course (7). 

g Damage to a rib (5). 

13 Valued holding company, ahead 
in development (10). 

16 Peace-proposal for Ireland and 

the Six Counties to study? (9). 

17 Shredded paper said to leave no 
trace (9). 

19 Musde that movesa limb up and 
down (7). 

21 Keep that unusual dialect! (7). 

22 Might deduct old penny from 
pound (5). 

23 Handled fy journalist, put under 
foe spike (5). 

25 Littie woman who turned out to 
be one of 10 (4). 

Concise Crossword, 
Weekend section, page 18 


For the latest region by region fore- 
cast, 24 hows a day, dial 0891 500 
followed by the appropriate code. 

Greater London 701 

KenLSurey.Sussex 702 

Dorset, Hants & (OW 703 

Devon & Cornwall 704 

Wilts, GfoucsAvon .Sams 706 

BerksBucks.Oxon 706 


Beds, Herts & Essex . 
Norfolk, Suflb!k,Cambs. 


-.707 

708 

West Md&Sth Glam & Gwent 709 

Stoops, Herefds & Worcs 710 

Central Midlands 711 

East Wdlanda 712 

Lines & Humberside. 713 

Dyfed& Powys 714 

kl&Cfwyd 715 

.716 


Gwynedd 

NWEnofc 


England. 

W&S Yorks & Dales 717 

NE England 718 

Cumbna& Lake District 719 

SW Scotland 720 

W Central Scotland 721 

EcSn S Rfe/Lothcffi & Borders 722 

E Central Scotland 723 

Grampian &E Highlands 724 

NW Scotland 725 

Cathness.Orkney& Shetland 726 

N Ireland 727 

Weathercall is charged at 36p per 
minute (cheap rate} and 48p per 
minute at all other times. 
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For the latest AA traffic and road- 
works information, 24 hours a day, 
dial 0336 401 followed by the 
appropriate code. 

London & SE baffle, roadworks 

C. London (within N & S Ores.) 731 

M-ways/toads M4-M1 732 

M -ways/roads Ml-Dartford T 733 

M-ways/toads Dartford T-M23 734 

M-ways/roads M23-M4 735 

M25 London Orbital only 736 

National traffic aid roadworks 

National motorways 73 7 

West Country 738 

Wales. 739 

Midlands 740 

East Angfia 741 

North-west England 742 

North-east England 743 

Scotland 744 

Northern Ireland 745 

AA Roadwalch is charged at 36p per 
minute (cheap rate) and 48p per 
minute at aH other times. 


The winners of last Saturdays 
competition are • W Simpson, Hope 
Court* Canada Way, Bristol ; P W 
Semey.Aluah , Banff. Scotland; J 
Heydecker. Lansdome Road. 
Tonbridge. Kent : E Bremner, The 
Cottage* Sand Hill, Baxford, Sud 
bury, Suffolk: M Parry, New Wan 
stead* Wanstead, London. 


England and Wales will be 
dull and misty, with freezing 
fog in the North East at first Scotland will be dry. bright and 
sunny after eariy freezing fog and frost except in the south, where 
cloud and outbreaks of light rain will give way to the brighter 
conditions. Northern Ireland will be mainly daudy with outbreaks 
of light rain. Outlook: continuing dry and settled, but becoming 
colder with more widespread frost and freezing fog by night 


MDOAY: 1 “thunder drizzle; tg=>toa s=nurc 

si = sleet sn =snor. t*= fair c=aoud: r= 

rain 
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London 427 pm to 738 am 
Bristol 4 27 pm to 7A6 am 
Etfinburgh 4.13 pm to 8.14 am 
Manchester 425 pm to 725 an 
Penzance 455 pm to 751 am 


TODAY 



Sot rises 
8.6 am 


Moon rises 
921 am 


8unseax 
3457 pm 

Moon sets 
652 pm 


Rot quarter January 1 
London 428 pm to 726 am 
Bristol 428 pm lo 7.48 am 
Edtntourgh 4 .l 4 pnitoB. 14 am 
Manchester 425 pm to 785 am 
Pmzbicb 4.58 pm to 7.51 am 


TOMORROW 
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Sunrises: Sunsets 

84am 3.58pm 


Moon rises Moot sets 

9.43 am AOpm 
First quarter Janary 1 
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The Austin Reed 


SALE 


Starts Mon 28th Dec. 
Get your skates on! 
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Francis keeps faith with striker 

Hirst hungers 
to rediscover 
scoring touch 


By Ian Ross 

DAVID Hirst, the Sheffield 
Wednesday forward, has 
much to prove over Christmas 
and the new year. Hirst, who 
is vying lor a place in die 
England side for their World 
Cup qualifying matches, has 
failed to score in five matches 
since his club turned down an 
offer of £3.5 minion from 
Manchester United. 

Today, United go #to 
Hillsborough with not only 
the best defensive record in the 
Premier League but also Eric 
Cantona, whose arrival at Old 
Trafford has rekindled the 
United attack and their 
championship ambitions. 

Hirst has scored nine goals 
in 1 6 league and cup mataies 
this season but has seen lan 
Wright and Alan Shearer 
overtake him for an England 
place. His manager. Trevor 
Francis, says he is not con- 
cerned. “David and I have 
spoken this week.” he said. 
“He feds he can play better 
and he is working hard to get 
that goal — he’s not worrying 
and I'm certainty not." 

Of a United stde which has 
conceded 14 league goals. 
Francissaid: 4 *! think that over 
the last couple of years, since 
they have got Fallister. Bruce, 
Parker and Irwin together, 


Norwich 20 

Aston Vito 20 

Bteckiaim ...... 20 

ManUld 20 

Chelsea 20 

Ipswich 20 

Arsenal 20 

Coventry 20 

QPfl 20 

Liverpool 20 

Man City 20 

Mfekfatiraugh 20 

Tottenham 20 

Leads 20 

Sheff Wed 20 
Southampton 20 

Evefton„ SO 

Okftam 20 

C Palace 20 

SheBUtd 20 

Wimbledon.-. 20 
NoHm Fores! 20 
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32 34 24 
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United have the best defence 
in the country— and they have 
a good goalkeeper in 
SchmeicbeL" 

While the form of Mark 
Hughes since Cantona’s sign- 
ing has pleased Alex Fergu- 
son, the United manager takes 
greater delight in the efforts of 
Lee Sharpe. Sharpe, who has 
suffered from injuries and 
illness over the past year, h as 
shown die form which won 
him an international call two 
seasons ago. 

Three of the goals in 
United’s past four wins have 
come from Sharpe’s crosses. 


i Football pays warm 
* tribute to Croker 


< til B^’ 

• ■* $ s on- 


LEADING football officials 
paid tribute yesterday to Tfed 
Croker, the former Football 
Association secretary, who 
died at the age of 68 at his 
home in Cheltenham. Croker 
had been suffering from can- 
cer for some time. 

Sir Bert MAlichip. the FA 
chairman, said fie had lost a 
friend as well as a colleague. 
“He and i were very dose as 
chairman and secretary of the 
FA for many years. I have lost 
not only an affable and warm- 
hearted friend but the game 
has lost a highly esteemed 
personality." 

Graham Kelly, the FA’S 
chief executive, paid tribute to 
Crokeris “tremendous per- 
sonal courage" in fighting his 
Alness. He would be remem- 
bered for “bringing more 
modem ati tudes into the 
game," KeUy said. 

“He was in the vanguard of 
bringing modem commercial- 
ism into the FA, the forerun- 
ner of the benefits the game is 
reaping now. He did it both 
successfully and tastefully." 

Although Premier League 
and Football League fixtures 
today wifi not be preceded by 


a minute’s silence out of 
respect for Croker, such a 
tribute may be staged mi 
Monday, when there is also a 
full programme. 

‘This is something which 
we would want to discuss with 
our colleagues at the Football 
Association but it is obviously 
a distinct possibility, " Andy 
Wfltiamson. secretary of the 
Football League, said. 

Croker made eight appear- 
ances for Chariton Athletic in 
the early 1950s, but it was not 
untA 1973 that he became the 
FA’s sixth secretary, succeed- 
ing Denis Follows. 

It was a difficult time for 
the game in England, with 
hooliganism on foe rise; at- 
tendances falling and the 
England team’s fortunes in 
dectine. He was credited with 
bringing a new commercial 
outlook and developing 
sponsorship and was also 
involved in the decision to 
caned an EnglantFScothnd 
international at Wembley 
because of hooliganism and 
to end the home interna- 
tionals. 

Obituary, page 15 





Ferguson said: “Sharpe is a 
producer. He is a great crasser 
- oftheballandhisretum to the 
team has helped us to be more 
positive up front" 

Leeds United, who beat 
Manchester United to file 
championship last season, are 
out of contention this year, but 
yesterday, Howard Wilkinson, 
the Leeds manager, suggested 
that the inaugural winners of 
the Premier League could be 
Blackburn Rovers, whom 
Leeds meet at E wood Park this 
afternoon. 

Wilkinson is impressed tty 
foe Lancashire dub’s rise from 
relative obscurity to national 
prominence under the astute 
managership of Kenny Dal- 
glish and foe continuing fi- 
nancial input of Jack Walker. 

“Blackburn have lost a few 
league games so far but then 
again, so have foe other lead- 
ing teams." Wilkinson said. 
“17181 was not the situation 
last season, when Manchester 
United and ourselves were 
going so wefl. There can be no 
comparisons because this is 
proving to be a quite different ! 
sort of race. 

“I am not too surprised at 
their position. Having money 
does not guarantee success, 
nor does it guarantee the 
recruitment of good players. 
Money can be wasted, but if 
you do have foe ability to buy 
good players, it is a great start 
It does seem that Jack Walker 
wAL go on and on pursuing 
success for his dub. 

“Kenny Dalglish has al- 
ready been at a dub which was 
used to spending money and 
used to signing the best play- 
ers available. He h as a good 
idea about working at the top 
level and winning trophies. 
On top of his abilities you then 
add the fad that this is 
Blackburn's first season bade, 
in foe top flight There will be 
a newness, a freshness about 
the place; everyone involved 
will be thrilled by the experi- 
ence. Add to that a manager 
who has seen it all before, and 
the fact that Jack Walker 
seems totally committed, and 
you have a fair recipe of 
success.” 

In search of a first away 
victory, Wilkinson may recall 
Batty and Steriand to help 
stiffen foe Leeds midfield and 
defence respectively. Steriand, 
the former England full back, 
has not played a senior game 
for nine months because of an 
ankle injury. 

There win be a pitch inspec- 
tion at Boundary Park this 
morning to determine wheth- 
er the match between Oldham 
Athletic and Liverpool can go 
ahead. 

Cantona’s magic, page 18 
Walker’s welcome, page 18 



Fellow travellers: Francois Doumen, the French trainer, and The Fellow look forward to a second successive 
victory in the King George VI Chase at Kempton, the traditional Boxing Day race. Doumen profile, page 22 


St Helens 
hit by 
suspension 

St Helens will be without 
Kevin Ward, their inter- 
national prop-forward, for 
the Stones Bitter champ- 
ionship rugby league 
match tomorrow against 
the champions. Wigan, at 
Knowsley Road. Ward is 
serving a two-match sus- 
pension after being sent 
off against Castleford last 
week. 

Wigan, who beat St 
Helens in the Lancashire 
Cup in October, will move 
four points dear at the top 
of the first division with a 
game in hand if they win. 

Preview, page 19 

Bargain 

bets 

What are foe bargain 
sporting bets for 1993? 
What are the odds on 
David Gower being ap- 
pointed captain of the 
England cricket team 
again or Party Politics 
repealing his Grand Nat- 
ional victory at Ain tree? 
Or James ZaneUi being 
called up to play football 
for England before he is 
25? James who? 

David Powell page 20 

Course change 

Golf course development 
has not been proof from 
the recession despite the 
ever-increasing demand 
to play. However, die trail 
of half-built luxury com- 
plexes and failed invest- 
ments is only one side of 
thestoiy. 

Pay-as^tnhplay, page 19 

Male trend 

The leading dubs in the 
women’s national hockey 
league are turning to men 
to help bring than suc- 
cess: But foe men admit 
they don’t have all the 
answers. 

Setting trends, page 20 


Racing hit severely by freeze 


THIS afternoon’s programme 
of football and rugby league 
matches survived almost in- 
tact. despite fears that frozen 
pitches would put paid to a 
large number of games yester- 
day evening. Boxing day rac- 
ing was. however, severely hit 
by the hard ground, with only 
three meetings beating the 
freeze. 

The Barclays League match- 
es between Luton Town and 
Swindon, and Scarborough 
and Barnet; were called off 
yesterday to add to two post- 
ponements on Thursday, the 
games at Cambridge United 
and Chesterfield. 


The Stones Bitter champ- 
ionship rugby league pro- 
gramme also lost four games, 
foe matches at Warrington, 
Wakefield, Oldham and Don- 
caster. The rugby union match 
between Moseley and Coven- 
try was called off but resched- 
uled to take place on Monday. 

Hopes of racing at 
Sedgefield and Wolwerhamp- 
ton were ended yesterday, 
adding to the loss of Hunting- 
don. Market Rasen and 
Wetherby on Thursday. 
Wincanton survived after an 
inspection and win go ahead 
with the other meeting in foe 
South-West, at Newton Abbot, 


and foe day’s most important 
racing, at Kempton. 

“Everything is absolutely 
fine here," Michael Webster, 
derk of foe course at 
Kempton, said. 

“There is no frost in the 
ground and we are expecting 
to race." The going is expected 
to be good to soft. 

Elsewhere, though, im- 
proved conditions came too 
late. Hugo Bevan. derk of foe 
course at Huntingdon, said: 
“I’m afraid rfs hopeless. The 
frost is still deep in the ground, 
and we simply had no alterna- 
tive but to rail foe meeting 
oft" 



SALE 


STARTS 



Awards for shrines and smells, sticks and stunts 


I t has come to that time of 
the year when this col- 
umn hands out its annu- 
al awards to those who have 
made foe greatest contribu- 
tion to sport in foe course of 
the year. 

American footballer of the 
yean Whitney Houston. She 
became the first woman to 
appear on Pro Set football 
trading cards after her sing- 
ing of Star Spangled Banner 
at Super Bowl XXV. 

Sports innovation of the 
year, foe mjcrowwable and 
freezable bandanna for "di- 
mate adjustment". 

Whale of foe yean foe one 
that hit the Spanish boat 
during the America's Cup. 
Anything that halts the Amer- 
ica’s Cup is a good thing, 
especially if it is a whale. 

Opening ccretnonystuot of 
foe year, foe rhyming cou- 
plets at the Winter Olympics. 
Example: “The fact that 
they're here sounds a brand 
new symphonia / So we’re 
proud that they’re hew- foe 
team From Estonia." 


Goalkeeper of the yean 
Michadangelo Rampula, of 
Cremonese, in the Italian first 
division. He saved two penal- 
ties against Verona just a 
week after he had run upfidd 
to head a last-minute equal- 
iser against Ataianta. 

Defender of the yean Jim 
Baker, playing for Paignton, 
headed four own goals in the 
last ten minutes as his side 
lost 6-4 to Brixham. 

Team of the year foe 
British eskrima team. Esk- 
rima is Filipino stick fighting 
and foe Brits went to foe 
world championships in foe 
Philippines and came home 
with five golds, eight silver 
and four bronze. 

Centenary of the year, the 
gymslip was 100 years old 
this year. This was foe gar- 
ment freed women from 
clothes that made sport im- 
possible. Its invention was 
solemnly and appropriately 
commemorated at a women’s 
hockey intemafionaL 
Runner of the year. Steve 
Edwards completed 87 mara- 



Simon 

BARNES 

Sporting Diary 


toons in a calendar year, 
beating foe previous record of 
74. He celebrated by running 
the London Mararthon. 

Lost property of foe year 
left behind in foe Olympic 
Games athletes' village: three 
woollen shawls, a cheque for 
$40,000. eight certificates of 
femaleness and a rice cooker. 

Ski jumper of foe year: 
Dunstan Odeke, who trains 
with the British team. “More 
guts than a ten-foot python 
from his native Uganda,” the 
British team manager said. 

Footballer of foe year. 
Giuseppe Orlando, who suf- 
fered from stress because he 
scored too many goals. He 
played for Paganese in a 
semi-professional league in 
Italy. He scored 16 goals in 


20 games and, because of 
this, suffered disturbance, hy- 
pertension and anxiety. So he 
quit: “I need to have a 
tranquil occupation.” He be- 
came a traffic cop... 





Banned substance of the 
yean onions were banned 
from toe hamburger stand 
during athletics meetings 
held at foe Don Valley Stadi- 
um in Sheffield. The smell 
“upsets the gastric juices of 
the athletes”. 

Sponsorship of (he year 
Toni Jeffs, a New Zealand 
Olympic swimmer, was spon- 
sored by a strip dub called 
Tiffany's. 

Sporting shrine of foe 
year: they established ashrine 
to Gary Lineker at the Duch- 
ess Theatre in London to 
promote the play. An Evening 
vritii Gory Lineker. I believe 
Graham Taylor has bufit an 
Alan Smith shrine in the 
privacy of his own home. 

Sports lot hem of foe yean 
the Lithuanian Olympic 
Games basketball team vest 
It features a slam-dunking 
skeleton and was sponsored 
by foe stilkrudtin' Sixties 
band. The Grateful Dead, on 
behalf of foe dark stars of 
Lithuania. 

Survey of foe year. Run- 


ning magazine revealed foal 
59 per cent of all runners 
have been attacked by inani- 
mate objects. These include 
packed cars, brick walls, 
branches, scaffolding and 
cbainlink fences. 

Sporting injury of foe yean 
Alicia Markham, cox. “I am 
spending one hour every 
month with an osteopath 
trying to undo all the trauma 
to nay frame that the cox’s seat 
has inflicted. The osteopath 
described it as inhuman." 

Event of die yean the 
Lowfanders 1 ski jumping 
championships — won by a 
Brit, Alan Jones. The event 
which included a nordic com- 
bined and many cross-coun- 
try competitions, had 270 
competitors. British ski jump- 
ing continues to fly against all 
the odds. 

I hope the spirit of British 
ski jumping pervades all 
sporting events of 1993. 
Greetings from this column 
to ail who share or empathise 
with such a spirit 


10am Mon 4tk J an 

ENDS 

5.30pm Sat l6tk J an 


During our first ten years of 
trading we have collected a 
large number of unique floors, 
decorative tiles and panels 


These and other selected 
items have been reduced 

by at least 50% for the 

duration of this special tenth 


anniversary sale 


583 Kingd Road, London SW6 2EH 
TEL- 071.371 7778 FAX.- 071-371 8395 
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Stuart Jones, football correspondent gives his half-term report on the Premier League 


Norwich continue to confound the critics 


A s coffee was served in a German 
restaurant a few wedcs ago, five 
football correspondents or analysts 
were asked to predict the two teams most 
likely to finish at the top of the Premier 


Manchester United's training mound, 
enauirmg about the availability of Denis 


The forecast was almost unanimous. 
The title will be collected on May 8 by 
either Manchester United or Aston Vffla. 
with Arsenal as the most threatening 
outsiders. Not one vote was cast in favour 
of Norwich City, who were eight points 
dear at the time. 

Maybe unfairly, Norwich have been 
accorded die status of die unknown golfer 
who traditionally leads the Open Champ- 
ionship. Following die path of a shooting 
star, he bursts into prominence before 
plummeting predictably back towards 
obscurity. The East Anglians are already 
beginning to feel the power of gravitation- 
al pufl. 

Before their indignant followers protest, 
it should be added that nobody vwauld 
begrudge Norwich die ultimate prize. In 
matching the appeal of a dub long 
renowned for its charm, Mike Walker’s 
side has earned respect which has spread 
far beyond the local environment 

[n their defence. Norwich can extend 
the golfing analogy and point out that 
seldom has the championship been so 
open. The first half of the inaugural 
Premier League season, though of poor 
quality, has been distinguished by a 
remarkable set of curiosities that have 
defied logic 

Make sense of the following examples. 
The champions. Leeds United, have 
collected three points away from Eland 
Road- Arsenal won six successive matches 
and then, without even scoring. lost four 
on the trot Nottingham Forest have won 
more fixtures in the Coca-Cola Cup than 
in the league. Manchester United divided 
a run of nine consecutive victories with 
seven matches without a win. Coventry 
City ended a joyless sequence of 1 1 games 
by humiliating Liverpool 5- 1 . The famous 
Anfield fortress was even breached four 
times by Chesterfield of the third (formerly 
fourth] division. 

Consider, too, some individual statis- 
tics. Who could have foreseen that Niall 
Quinn would score one goal in 
Manchester City's last 15 League games 
or that John Fashanu and Teddy 
Sheringham (other than penalties) would 
each so far have claimed only two? Who 
would have thought that Kerry Dixon and 
David Speedie. reunited at Southampton, 
would strike only once between them? 

In such bizarre tireumstances, it would 
be fitting if the most unpredictable of 
transfers should carry a heavy bearing on 
die destiny of die championship. It was 
initiated a month ago by a telephone call 
from EDand Road to The Cliff 


enquiring about the availability of Denis 
Irwin. 

Alex Ferguson refused to seD his Irish 
foD back and. having heard whispers thai 
Eric Cantona was growing restless, asked, 
as much in jest as anything else, whether 
the French maverick could be bought 
United’s manager was surprised to hear 
within 20 minutes that the answer was 
yes. Provisional agreement was instantly 
readied. 

Ferguson acquired Cantona largely on 
a whim and was not disguising die 
vagueness of his intentions when he 
churned he did not know how he would 
rearrange bis attack. Nevertheless, he 
appreciated that die Frenchman's arrival 
would stir his players and generate 
enthusiasm around Old TraffonL United 
have since been unbeaten. 

The move sparked Mark Hughes, in 
par ticular , and he was the decisive figure 
in one of the most significant results so far. 
His solitary goal against Norwich a 


‘Viewers can now see for 
themseives that the 
domestic game , conducted 
at a speed which is 
becoming ever more ferocious, 
is hurtling towards 
mediocrity when compared 
to the Italian version. 9 


fortnight ago promises to be seen in die 
forthcoming months as worth far more 
than three points. On dial afternoon, the 
momentum at the top of the table 
changed, perhaps irreversibty. 

After last season’s demoralising finale. 
United will not care to be reminded of the 
importance of sustaining impetus. Fergu- 
son realises when it win be particularly 
valuable. Ever since the day the fixture-list 
was revealed, his attention has been 
caught by his dub’s programme in 
March. 

Liverpool and Oldham Athletic away, 
Vina at home, the Manchester deity at 
Maine Road, Arsenal at home and 
Norwich away. Ferguson agrees that is 
when his side will either rise or fall under 
the weight of the expectations heaped 
upon it Will Cantona’s magic have 
nibbed off by then? 

. It would be ironic if Ron Atkinson, 
relieved of the managerial post at Old 
Trafford for failing to end the obsessive 
pursuit of the championship, should now 
deny his forma - employers. Villa, who 
have already knocked United out of the 


Coca-Cola Cup. appear to be then- 
strongest rivals. 

The second weekend in March, when 
the pair are to meet in Manchester, 
threatens to be pirotaL The fear of defeat 
will doubtless be as prevalent then as it 
has been throughout the fiist half of the 
campaign. Regrettably, the balance be- 
tween construction and destruction has 
shifted even further towards the negative. 

Chelsea and Ipswich Town, for all their 
admirable defensive qualities, are asphyx- 
iating the interest of neutral observers as 
well as their opponents. The smothering 
tactics are successful because all too few 
sides have inventive individuals capable of 
extricating themselves from the physical 
warfare habitually waged in central 
midfiel d 

Arsenal are a case in point They 
replaced an artist David Rocasde, with an 
artisan, John Jensen. Neither he nor the 
limited David H illter is accustomed to 
roaming the bafl. The pace of their game 
has consequently quickened and, with the 
erratic Ian Wright and Kevin Campbell 
up front often runs out of their control. 

The favourites in August they wiB 
probably set a precedent if they do regain 
the tide. No champions have ever suffered 
more than right defeats. Arsenal, as well 
as Leeds and Liverpool, have already lost 
eight times and would, in almost any 
other season, be well out of contention. 

Yet they are only five points below Villa, 
whom they visit on Monday. That 
another summit meeting of potentiaty 
heavy import will be the thirtieth Premier 
Leagu e fixture to be shown live on 
television. As Brian Clough has intimat- 
ed, toe coverage is heading towards 
saturation point. 

“Soon mere will be six people in the 
stands,** the Forest manager says, “and 
everybody else wifi be sitting back in thrir 
armchairs." At least viewers can now see 
for themselves that the domestic game, 
conducted at a speed which is becoming 
ever more ferocious, is hurtling towards 
mediocrity when compared to toe Italian 
version. - 

The new back-pass rule, introduced 
primarily to eradicate tedious 
timewasting in Italy and Spain, has 
merely accelerated toe process. Gordon 
Strachan, for one. insists that dwelling on 
the ball, an ability for which he is 
nowadays almost unique, is virtually 
impossible. “You try it," he snorts. 

Avoiding injury has always been a 
prerequisite for any dub with title preten- 
sions, such as Norwich. Never before, 
though, will toe English champions have 
had to work more diligently or shed as 
much perspiration over nine months. The 
Premier League, more a series of jarring 
collisions than elegant exhibitions, is a 
survival of toe fittest 





Will the magic wear off? High hopes rest upon Cantona at Old 'Trafford 


Hartlepool 

raided 


Walker has much to crow about Rangers afraid of 


By Louisb Taylor 


by bailiffs 


HARTLEPOOL United, of 
the Barclays League second 
division, have had £20.000 
worth of goods seized by 
bailiffs as part of legal action 
taken against them by Cleve- 
land County Council over 
alleged nonpayment of police 
costs for matches at the Vic- 
toria Ground last season. The 
council claims to be owed “in 
toe region of £49.000” 

Brighton, of the second 
division, have come up with a 
financial package which could 
save toe dub. Brighton, who 
have debts of £2.6 million, 
must go to an adjourned High 
Court hearing in February to 
answer an winding-up order 
brought ty toe Inland 
Revenue. 

The Inland Revenue claims 
Brighton owe almost 
E400.000 in unpaid PAYE 
rax. Now Brighton believe 
they have solved the crisis ty 
raising a commercial mort- 
gage of £3.5 million on toe 
Goldstorte Ground, which 
they own. 

□ Andy Gray, toe Tottenham 
Hotspur midfield player, has 
joined Swindon Town on a 
month's loan. Gray, signed 
last season for E7 50,000 mom 
Crystal Palace, has not started 
a game for Spurs since Sep- 
tember 19. 

The Colchester United 
centre-halt Darren Oxbrow, 
has joined toe third division 
leaders. Barnet, on a bee 
transfer. 


MIKE Walker, the Norwich 
manager, will be toe first to 
extend a sincere welcome 
when toe Tottenham Hotspur 
team coach arrives at Carrow 
Road for today’s match be- 
tween the sides. 

“We have done very well out 
of Tottenham.” Walker said. 
“Four of my likely team today 
— Mark Bowen. John Polston, 
Ian Cutverhouse and Ian 
Crook — started out at Spurs, 
couldn’t get into their side and 
were off-loaded to Norwich for 
nothing or next to nothing." 

The skills honed at Totten- 
ham have helped lift Norwich 
four points dear at toe head of 
the Premier League — while 
Tottenham tread water in 
mid-table. 


Walker believes today’s fix- 
ture wifi make for some free 
flowing, fine quality football 
though. “It should be an 
excellent game," he said. “The 
reason we have so many ex- 
Tottenham players has noth- 
ing to do with coincidence. It 
is because we are both 
footballing sides who want to 
pass toe ball and keep ft on the 
ground. 

“Tottenham youngsters are 
schooled in toe game which is 
natural at Norwich. While we 
are always looking at young- 
sters at places like Tottenham 
and Nottingham Forest, it is 
unlikely we would take a 
player from Wimbledon or 
Sheffield United who would 
not be at home with our style. 
It's hard to change toe habits 
players learn as youngsters.” 


One young player Walker 
trusts is absorbing plenty of 
the right habits at While Hart 
Lane is his son Ian. Walker Jr 
is die Tottenham reserve goal- 
keeper — although he com- 
manded a first-team place for 
several matches before becom- 
ing injured earlier this season 
— and is likely to be on toe 
substitutes’ bench today as 
understudy to Erik 
Thorstvedt 

“Obviously Ian has been 
very disappointed to lose his 
place." his father, himself once 
a lower-division goalkeeper, 
said. “But I’ve always taught 
him to keep his feet on toe 
ground because football is full 
of ups and downs and toe 
secret of success is learning 
how to cope with the downs.” 

Talking of which. Norwich 


Linighans line up at Highbury 


IN FRONT of their proud 
parents, Brian and Olwyn. toe 
Linighan brothers line up on 
opposing sides for toe first 
time in five years when 
Arsenal play Ipswich Town in 
the Premier League game at 
Highbury today. The suspen- 
sion of the Arsenal captain, 
Tony Adams, has give Andy 
linighan a rare first-team 
start at centre half, while his 
brother, David, occupies the 
same position for Ipswich. 

Even though tire Arsenal 
player has not enjoyed the best 
of fortunes since joining from 
Norwich City, toe atmosphere 
the pair share tomorrow will 
be headier than their last 


encounter. That came five 
years ago. in the former sec- 
ond division, when Andy was 
at Oldham Athletic and David 
at Shrewsbury Town. If a 
pointer to form is needed, 
Shrewsbury won thai game 
2-0 and David scored toe 
second goal. 

Ipswich are one of the 
country's most improved 
sides, while Arsenal are look- 
ing to end a ran of five games 
without a win- George Gra- 
ham, the home manager, has 
demanded more consistency 
from Arsenal to justify their 
position as pre-season tide 
favourites. “We have the talent 
to win the championship,” he 


said. “Now we must find the 
desire.” 

Shaun Teale, toe Aston 
Villa defender, intends to 
leave his sick-bed to halt the 
scoring run of Coventry City's 
prolific striker, Mick Quinn, 
at Highfidd Road today. 
Teale was sent home in mid- 
week because of a stomach 
bug, but his presence is seen as 
essential if Villa are to restore 
their tide challenge. 

Quinn has scored right 
times in five matches since 
moving from Newcastle Uni- 
ted. “He doesn't run very far 
but he has a horrible knack of 
being in the right place at the 
right time,” Teale said. 


have just lost two successive 
Premier League games — at 
Manchester Unived and at 
home to Ipswich. While badly 
wanting to win today. Walker 
has taken such setbacks in his 
stride. “When I took, over as 
manager in the summer if 
someone had told me we 
would be four points dear at 
Christmas I’d have frit they 
were winding me up —so it is 
a position I’m happy to ■settle 
for.” 

After losing an FA Cup 
semi-final to Sunderland last 
spring, Norwich plummeted 
down the table, narrowly 
avoided relegation and accept- 
ed the resignation of Dave 
Stringer. Walker’s 

predecessor. 

High-profile names were 
touted but Walker— 48 and a 
former Colchester United 
manager — was eventually 
promoted from reserve team 
coach. 

Walker attributes toe trans- 
formation to “a few small 
changes". Such as? “Well I 
went and brought an out-and- 
out natural goalscorer [Marie 
Robins from Manchester Uni- 
ted for E800.000] because I 
believe every successful team 
needs one. 

“Then I made sure we spent 
a lot more time working on 
crossing in training because 
strikers stand or fall ty toe 
quality of toe centres they get 
To win consistently teams 
must be able to cross into the 
danger areas. 

“We are toe Premier 
League’s leading scorers and I 
am proud of producing such 
an attacking side.” 


further congestion 


By Roddy Forsyth 


FOR once this season. Rang- 
ers have almost every player 
available for their scheduled 
visit to Dundee today, but 
they may be confounded by 
toe weather. An inspection at 
830 this morning wifi deter- 
mine whether the game can 
go ahead. 

Rangers hope that toe deci- 
sion is favourable because a 
postpo n ement would leave 
them three games adrift of toe 
schedule with toe prospect of 
serious fixture congestion 
arising as they prepare for 
thrir return to tire European 
Cup Champions League at 
toe beginning of March. 

Already they must fulfil 
midweek engagements with 
Dundee United and Falkirk in 
January, and with Aberdeen 
on February 2, while on 


March 10 they visit St 
Johnstone. 

There is no provisiemyet for 
any Scottish Cop replays 
which might be necessary so 
a further addition to the 
midweek schedule would be 
highty unwelcome. If today’s 
game should go ahead, Known 
is the only Rangers player 
who will not be considered. 

Celtic and Dundee United 
meet at Parkhead in a match 
which is vital if toe home 
team are to sustain their hope 
of keeping Rangers within 
reach. Six points separate the 
Glasgow rivals. Rangers have 
two games in hand, and they 
collide at Ibrox next Saturday. 


The Celtic manager, Liam 
Brady, is anxious to see his 
team achieve consistency 
while there is still time to put 
Rangers under pressure. 

Brady will not have 
Wdowczyk, who is suffering 
from a long-term injury, avail- 
able, but otherwise has a full 
squad. United must do with- 
out BoQan, who is suspended. 

Heart of Midlothian hope 
to continue their revival 
against Partick Thistle at 
Tynecastle. They may have to 
rearrange torir defence as van 
de Vea has not recovered 
from a back injury. He will 
undergo a late test Thistle 
will probably not field 
McAvennie and P alin, both of 
whom should make their de- 
buts against Motherwell next 
week. 

Motherwell are at home to 
Aberdeen today in a fixture 
which has given tire northern 
side trouble in recent years. 
Shearer is stiU absent for 
Aberdeen but otherwise the 
Pittodrie manager will have 
continuity of selection as be 
attempts to maintain his 
side's challenge to Rangers. 

Elsewhere. St Johnstone 
meet Airdrieonians at Mao- 
Diarmid Park while Falkirk 
and Hibernian make up the 
card at BrockviHe. 

□ Bobby Davidson, the for- 
mer referee, vice-president of 
the Scottish lea g w and a 
director of Airdrieonians, has 
died at the age of 64. 






Arsenal v Ipswich 


Chelsea v Southampton C Palace v Wimbledon 


"Quite remarkable! 


After taking just a draw from their 
test five games, Christmas ta 
crucial for Arsenal, who ere 
weakened In defence by the 
suspension of captain. Adams, 
and the likelihood of another 
central defender, BoukJ, befog 
unfit because of groin trouble. 
Merson, the forward, is also 
doubtful with an artoe injury. 
Ipswich, unbeaten for if games 
since their visit to Chelsea in 
October, may recall Whelan and 
play Waik at sweeper. 


Bladkbnmv Leeds 


Chelsea's surge has slowed with 
two successive draws ax) their 
manager. Ian Porterfield, now has 
his top-scorer. Harford, struggSng 
with a calf strain. Dmitri Khartn. the 
Russian goalkeeper who gained 
his work permit this week, is 
expected to be named as a 
substitute. Southampton await 
fitness tests on Monkou, the 
former Stamford Bridge favorite, 
wrto has a troublesome hamstring, 
and the captain, Glenn Cockerilf 
(calf). Parry Groves stands by to 
continue. 


Steve Coppell, the Crystal Palace 
manager, sticks by the youthful 
squacf that has beaten the FA Cup 
holders, Liverpool, and 
champions, Leeds, recently. 
Coleman's recovery increases his 
Options. Wimbledon simply swop 
dressing rooms for this encounter 
between landlords and tenants, 
and are hoping that Warren Barton 
can return after a long absence. 


mldflekf after an Impressive 
substitute's role last week in place 
of player-manager, Peter Reid. 


Norwich v Tottenham 
After two defeats, the leaders 


against 


Rediscover nostalgic sporting moments 
and the definitive guide to 1993 
in todav's Saiurdav Review 


The winger. Ripley, who was 
Blackburn's so&ary casualty from 
the victory over Sheffield United 
last Saturday, has shaken off an 
ankle injury, leaving manager 
Kenny Dalglish with a full squad. 
The champions are at a shorter 
price (5-1) to be relegated than to 
retain their title after losing four of 
thoY last six League games but 
Howard Wilkinson could be dose 
to reforming last season's side 
with midfiefd player Batty showing 
well in a reserve outing on 
Wednesday. Sterfand. the full 
back and Sellars also played but 
are less Scaly to figure today. 


Coventry v Aston Villa 


The Zfenbabwe international. 
Ndlovu, has flown back after 
scoring In the World Cup win over 
Egypt to find himself in the cold as 
Bobby Gould prepares to stick by 
the side that beat Liverpool 5-1. 
Ogrtzovic, the Coventry 
goalkeeper, Is back In training 
after a neck injury and Goukra 
son, Janriran, is set to remain. 
ViBa, beaten on the* last lour visits 
to Highfield Road, give their top 
scorer, Atkinson, a fitness test on 

a stomach strain but hte 

understudy, Regis. Is recovering 
well from a thxii problem. 


Everton v Middlesbrough 

Coflee's comeback Is off after a 
reaction from ho troublesome 
Achilles tendon. Middlesbrough 
rty upon the side which drew 1-1 
with a battling performance at 
Arsenal test Saturday. 


strain. The captain. Ian 
Butterworth, is also struggling to 
overcome a rib injury. Newman 
and Megson stand by. Tottenham 
wait on a fitness test an Nayim, 

but are again without Sedgley, 
with a taiee injury. 


Nottm Forest vQPR 


Oldham v Liverpool 

OWhamgavethemseivesananti- 
relega ton boost with test 

weekend’s win over Tottenham. 

They are sun without the 
suspwded teft back, Poinlon. but 
Marshall and McDonald are fit 
after month-long absences, and 
Liverpool 

omit Wright from this televised 
game, smee Moot has recovered 
from a groin injuy. McManaman 

and Hutchison are both fit and in 
awtenatyi for forward places, but 

Graeme Souness. the manager 
will probably retain his most 
experienced striker. Rush. 


Man City v Sheff Utd 


Christmas is the time Sheffield 
United usually turn foe comer 
they need to keep the traefition 
alive with new relegation worries. 
Bradshaw is a definite starter and 
Jamie Hoyiand could keep his 
place against his forma- dub; 
Gayle, scorer of three gods 
against City last season, is out 


Forest, four points attift of 
Wimbledon at the bottom of the 
table, hope to have Pearce, the 
England captain, ft after a shin 
injury. The relegation favourites 
hare acted fast after goafteeper 
Crossley's costly blunder against 
Wimbledon last weekend and are 
poised to sign the 21 -year-old 
American goafteeper, Brad 
Freidte. Cress ley will play today, 
however. Rangers believe their 
form has not justified their recent 
slump and manager Geny Frands 
is expected to name an 
unchanged side. 


Sheff Wed v Man Utd 

United, scoffing at a 
£1 5 mlflxan valuatton on gIq™ 

hope the Welshman will reoSw 

from a toot inurv and nchn »» 
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fe.^Jw®^end at CteSL™ 
Shirtliff , Wednesday's forgotten 
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Palmer, the England ptew* 

movtog back into mtofteld ' 
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athletics 


Sprinter i 
plans 
appeal on 
ban 


By John Goopbody 


JASON Livingston, foe Bid-, 
ish athlete sent home from toe 
Olympic Games in Barodonfc . 
yesterday predicted that to; 
four-year drugs ban would be 
overturned once an rndepen* 
dent jury had heard ras: 

*The sprinter insisted that 
the disciplinary committee. 
the British Athletics Federa- 
tion (BAF) had only' confirmed 
that he was guilty of taking 
anabolic steroids, because it- 
was afraid that admitting a 
mistake would lead to finaih 
dal compensation for the 
athlete. - 

The European indoor oo- 
metres champion said: 
“Thank god. my appeal will 
be heard ty an independent 
juiy. people not involved with ; 
athletics. I think, in that way. 
toe troth will be known and I 
will be found innocent." 

The suspension of livmg- 
ston. the second-fastest British 
100 metres sprinter after 
Linford Christie, was con- 
firmed on Wednesday. He 
failed to provide an adequate 
explanation why a drugs test 
carried out in England by the 
Sports CoundL had shown 
traces of the hormone drag, 
methandianone. 

He said: “I half-expected 


tow would find me guilty. It 
makes them look good now 
they’ve found me guilty — ami 
the Federation wasn’t going to 
admit to a mistake, because 
after the Butch Reynolds case 
it would have been too expen- 
sive for them.” 

Livingston was referring to 
the decision ty an American 
court to older the Internation- 
al Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion (IAAF) to pay £1 7 million 
in damages to Reynolds. The 
court found in favour of toe 
world 400 metres record-hold- 
er in his legal battle to dear his. 
name of an alleged drugs' 
offence in 1990. 

While the BAF has said ft 
will fight in toe courts to 
uphold the verdict. Living- 
ston's advisers were consider- 
ing an appeal. This has to be 
made within 21 days. They 
have claimed that certain “an- 
alytical” information about 
Livingston's test had been 
“suppressed" ' because Dr 
David Cowan, toe director of 
the drug control centre at 
King's College, London Univ- 
eisity, said ft was not relevant. 

They will make a formal 
request for the documents to 
be released because they 
believe they could prove cru- 
cial to his defence. 

The basis of any appeal 
would be on scientific 
grounds. Although Living- 
ston’s solidtors have not re- 
vealed his defence, they may 
ay to enlist scientific experts to 
study any new evidence. 

Livingston asks why a test 
should have shown up positive 
for an outdated, little-used 
steroid after he had already 
given three dean samples 
during tests earlier in the year. 

He said: “ 1 am only 2 1 years 
old. I have got my whole 
future ahead of me. Why the 
hell after being ranked sev- 
enth in toe world should I take 
steroids?” Cynics might an- 
swer that he might have taken 
hormone drugs because he 
wanted to rank No. 1. 


inbri 


Keino plans 


to appeal 


Bob Keino. son of the 1968 
Olympic 1.500 metres cham- 
pion, Kipchoge. plans to ap- 
peal against a derision which 
d eprived him of his state high 
school crosscountry tide. The 
New Jersey State Interccholas- 
he Athletic Association’s eligi- 
bility appeals committee has 
ruled that Keino had trans- 
ferred to Ridgewood in Sep- 
tember 1991 for athletic, 
rather than academic, reasons 
in violation of its rules. 


Cheer for Kent 


Cricket: Kent, who an- 
nounced record profits last 
week, have signed a three-year 
sponsorship deal with Shep- 
herd Neame. the Favercham 
brewery, worth £75.000. 


Graf leads field 

Tennis: Five of the world’s top 

? Players, led ty 
- tern taitu. will compete in the 

ufv, c Qpen tournament 
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Saturday portrait Graham Gooch, by Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 


Inspirational captain 
who stands supreme 
as a pillar of strength 



G ranted a deathbed wish to 
see one more innings hy a 
contemporary English- 
man. I would summon David 
Gower and hope for the best. But if 

my life was to depend on that 
single innings. 1 would unhesitat- 
ingly entrust it to Graham Good). 

Therein ties a reason, if not a 
universally accepted one, why the 
England tour party to India, 
which gathers tomorrow near 
Gatwidc airport is led not by the 
nation’s favourite cavalier but by 
the man whose most widely identi- 
fied characteristic is dour 
pragmatism. 

All nonsense, of course. Gooch is 
as adventurous as any cricketer, 
and more ambitious man most 
The perception of doumess, en- 
couraged by hangdog looks and 
plaintive voice, is now cultivated by 
Gooch himself with the quiet glee 
which betrays a' strong and selec- 
tive sense of humour. 

No. the characteristic for which 
Gooch ought to be known is 
strength. Not just bodily strength, 
though he has developed this in 
abundance with an awesome fit- 
ness regime to thwart middle-age, 
but a strength of personality, so 
unsuspected that the chairman of 
the England committee once 
memorably likened him to a wet 
fish. 

Ted Dexter has hastily revised 
his view since working with 
Gooch, while the players who have 
served under him. these past three 
years, will testify that he is a 
captain of rare influence. Not since 
Mike Breariey has England been 
led by a man who could nominate 
his own team or. as Breariey did 
and Gooch may yet follow, have a 
voluntary break before being re- 
called to a job which needs him 
more than he needs it 
There is another significant 
similarity between the two. 
Breariey would not have been 
remembered as a Test cricketer of 
any note but for the aura of tactical 
genius he achieved as captain; 
Gooch, while unarguably a fine 
batsman, fell below the bench- 
mark Test average of 40 until 
virtually doubling his output as 
captain. He is not. perhaps, the 
tartimJ equal of Breariey but he 
will go down as a comparably 
powerful captain. 

Graham Alan Gooch was bom. 


40 years ago next July, in area 
of east London better known for 
the dingy boxing hah than the 
green and pleasant cricket ground. 
There, the legend of gangland 

underworld renders fanciful any 

notion of an offspring to buck the 
Aires and varsity breeding of 
English cricket ca ptains 

This, anyway, was the theory 
which lived with Good) through 
his eariy life. He was not ashamed 
of his East End roots but was 
intensely aware of them, some- 
thing which has never left him. 
Nowadays, this manifests itself in 
a justified, but unspoken, pride at 
overcoming what some, in 
cricketing hierachy, would regard 
as a handicap. 

He has a fierce pride, too. in his 
parents, and they in him. Alf and 
Rose never miss a match in which 
Graham is playing and their 
influence on him is profound. Alt 
very much a Gooch with his plod 


Captaincy lifted his head 
from the sand; it did not 
make him any less of a 
perfectionist, but gave 
him broader perspectives 


and sloping shoulders, talks a lot 
about honesty, a quality his son 
inherited in full And, from his 
parents and their environment 
came Gooch's native stubbornness 
and his belief that friendship is to 
be earned and loyalty demanded. 

His two forays into litigation 
were provoked by newspaper arti- 
cles impugning his loyalty to 
England. He won substantial 
damages in both cases. The link 
was South Africa, to where Gooch 
retreated with a higher-than- 
desired profile in 1982 following, 
arindden tally, a tour of India 
which had disenchanted him. His 
shock over the ban which followed 
was matched cmfy by his answers 
mg defence of his motives. 

This bleak period of his life 
brought a frostiness in his own 
family, for Alf never understood 
why he went, a resentful freeze 
with much of the media and the 
onset of a redixnve mood which 


took some years to lift and reached 
its nadir on the 1 986 tour of the 
Caribbean, when Gooch fett so 
persecuted by a small-time politi- 
cian on Antigua that he was all for 
flying home. 

The England captaincy has 
imposed a greater tolerance level, 
but Gooch remains suspicious of 
strangers and sometimes hostile 
towards the garrulous, the intru- 
sive and the obseqious. Patronise 
him at your peril, for he is 
anything bat unintelligent merely 
impatient with those who flaunt 
their intellect and resentful of 
those who think they have an 
entitlement to his time. 

There are many did) 6s sur- 
rounding Goodh and most of 
them are true. He is a private 
person, so much so that many who 
have shared a dressing-room with 
him for years do not daim to know 
him wefl. He does have simple 
English tastes for trencherman 
food, real ale and red wine and, 
not being one for the late nights, 
he is always prone to nodding off 
at tiie dinner table. 

And he is a family man. Not in a 
gushing waybui with a genuinely 
strong sense of duty and devotion 
to his wife. Brenda, herself an East 
Ender, and their three daughters. 

douWecentoy in two sessions 
against Middlesex. It had all hut 
ensured that Essex would be 
county champions again. Camera- 
men clustered, champagne await- 
ed. Gooch, still halfdad in cricket 
kit, hurried away to his car. The 
reason? He had promised Brenda 
he would take her shopping before 
the supermarket dosed. 

Such exhibitions of domesticity 
lead to inevitable ribbing from the 
macho dements but Gooch has 
never been troubled by that. One 
of the most laudable aspects of his 
fame, indeed, is that his priorities 
are unchanged and personality 

nnaffffrtfri. 

He may drive a sponsored car. 
with a deverfy personalised 
number-plate, be may cany a 
briefcase containing toe ubiqui- 
tous portable phone and he may 
earn four-figure fees for public 
speaking (at which he has devel- 
oped a surprising talent}- but such 
privileges have not spoiled him. 

Id fact, maturity and responsi- 
bility have made him a better 


person as well as an immeasurably 
better player. He is more ap- 
proachable. if only relatively, more 
willingly articulate and more 
aware of the problems, technical 
and psychological, of others 
around him. ‘ 1 

This has allayed many fears. 
There was reason for concern that 
things would be different, that 
captaincy would detract from his 
own batting, as it had briefly done 
at Essex, and that his renowned 
intensity when things go wrong 
would work against his team. 
Dexter obviously feared as much 


when his first act as chairman, in 
1989, was to take the job away 
from Gooch. 

It was not a great shock to 
Gooch, who had come to power 
only in a fourth-hand way during 
the post-Gatting turmoil of 1988. 
but 1 989 was the year in which he 
developed a taste for leadership. In 
his second spell as captain of 
Essex, now without the presence of 
his mentor. Koto Fletcher, he 
found the routine and the de- 
mands easier to handle and dis- 
covered, perhaps even to his own 
surprise, that he enjoyed involving 


himself with the general welfare of 
the team and its components. 

There had. in the past, been a 
selfishness about his cricket, not in 
the sense of batting for his average 
but in burying himself in his own 
game. If his batting had a techni- 
cal hitch, and the same one has 
periodically afflicted him, he 
would tout himself off in pursuit of 
toe remedy. Captaincy lifted his 
head from the sand; it did not 
make him any less of a perfection- 
ist, or any less self-analytical, but it 
gave him broader perspectives. 

He still chooses to have few dose 


friends. He is still far Grom being 
an extrovert And, demonstrably, 
he stffl finds the frivolity in the 
lifestyles of Gower, Botham and 
the like difficult to tolerate 
professionally. 

This last trait means he may 
never gain the place in tire public 
affection which Gower and 
Botham themselves have done. I 
doubt if he cares. Where outride 
opinion is concerned. Graham 
Gooch is unassuming to toe point 
of dismissive. If asked to nominate 
his own epitaph ft would only be 
that he always did his best 


Phoenix rises from the ashes of folly 


THE public's perception of 
the golf development busi- 
ness tends to be polarised — 
one popularly held view is 
that it is an industry under 
siege, the other that it is green 
gold gushing from a bottom- 
less sporting oil weE The 
troth lies somewhere in 
between. 

In the past couple of years 
or so. several top-oLthe-range 
operations, offering a high' 
quality golf coarse and more 
often than not expensive 
andflaries, have proved that 
not even golf, dass act though 
it continues to be, is able 
necessarily to bud: the reces- 
sionary trend of Britain in the 
eariy Nineties. Quktwatersin 
Essex, Broome Park in Kent 
and Slaley Hall near Hexham 
in Northumberland are clas- 
sic cases in point 

The money men have been 
called in, the hotels, the 
fitness centres and the leisure 
chibs attached to the parent 
dubs have closed — or in 
some cases not even been 
finished — and the receivers 
have been left holding expen- 
sive babies whose parents 
have deserted them. The golf 
courses have, by and large, 
remained open, but have ex- 
perienced the difficulties that 
flow from too much ambition, 
over-investment failure to 
identify a market and an 
insecure financial base. Golf 
under seige? In some cases, 
yes. without a doubt 

Meanwhile, at the other 
end of the spectrum, pay-as- 
you-play dubs that place the 
emphasis on bringing the 
Royal and Ancient game to 
countless thousands have, in 
most cases, thrived. 

In the public golf sector, 
there are but two golden 
rules. If you have a product 
that sdls at the right price 

and you do not turn your nose 

up at the nan who has a 
swing like a blacksmith, you 
are onyourway to wealth and 
the sure knowledge that you 
hare contributed something 
to the nation's sporting heri- 
tage. Even Nick Faldo had to 
start somewhere 

You tear horror stories of 
these wannabee players; there 
seems no limit to the extent 
some people will go to get in 
their precious round of golf- 
In March of this year, Ken 
BaUman, a 6Syeaiw>ki golf 
nut almost lost his life when 
he developed hypothermia 


M d Webb enters the speculative world of golf course devdopment 
a nd charts the rise of the pay-as-you-play dub in the midst 
of recessionaiy tales of half-built complexes and over-investment 



white queueing for boors in 

freezing temperatures to book 

a game at a municipal course 
in Altrincham. Cheshire. He 
was in hospital for a week 
but typical of a million others 
hke him, has not lost fai$ 
enthusiasm for the game. 

Colin Hegarty. who nms his 
own golf research company, 
has sympathy for the Ken 
Buflmans of this world: in 
parts of the country, such 
rag ps sadly, are not unbeard 
of. But Hegarty says, toe 
shock-horror headlines that 
suggest that the industry is in 
ter minal decline are largely 
premature. 

There are even success sto- 
ries in the rarified air o f toe 

exclusive, no-hold g-barred 
(many set-ups. Take The Ox- 
fordshire; for example, sitting 
on the edge i rf the Chfltem 
Hills, fen mfles from Oxford. 

The club is owned by toe 
Japanese Nitto Kogyo corpo- 


ration that owns 35 golf dubs 
throu^KXit the world, induct- 
ing Turnberry, which hosts 
the Open Championship in 
J994. On toe face of it The 
Oxfordshire falls exactly into 
the higbrisk area. The course, 
which rolls over more than 
7.000 yards of prime land, 
wiQ have cost something fike 
£200,000 per hole when it 
opens next May. 

The developers have sacri- 
ficed nothing in their drive for 
quality — a course designed 
by Rees Jones, a member of 
the the great American archi- 
tectural dynasty, a clubhouse 
that wifi stout comparison 
with any in the world. That 
sort of golf does not come 
cheap — prospective mem- 
bers can gain admission only 
by purchasing a debenture 
that is going to cost £25,000 
for an individual tiring to 
£75,000 for a company. 

So. are the devdopeis wor- 


ried that they might be build- 
ing an expensive dinosaur in 
260 acres of Oxfordshire 
countryside? Not at ail, ac- 
cording to Alex McMillan, 
managing director of the dub. 

“We opened for subscrip- 
tions on October 1, and we 
have been delighted with the 
way things have gone,” he 
said. “We know that our 
course will not be for every- 
body. But we are satisfied that 
there are quite enough people 
oat there who will regard 
their purchase of a debenture 
with us as an investment I 
believe that afl types of course 
are necessary, but I also 
believe that there is a place in 
the market place for ns.” 

Proof that there is life on 
toe other side of toe golfing 
trades, meanwhile, amid not 
be better exemplified than at 
Springfield Park, a course 
that opened in Wandsworth 
in London in the summer. 


It is, for a start in a unique 
position — how many other 
courses are there in this 
country so dose to a major 
centre of population? It caters 
unashamafly for the pay-as- 
you-play customer, and in the 
few months since it opened it 
has been a brilliant success 
for its owner and developer, 
Patrick TaDack. 

Taflack, a golf professional 
for more than 30 years and 
one of the country's busiest 
architects, has packed a nine- 
bole course in just 40 acres of 
what used to be the playing 
fields of toe nearby Spring- 
field Hospital He has built 
two tees for each hole, so 
giving variety to the player 
who wants to play 18 boles — 
and compared with The Ox- 
fordshire's B.5 nriffion in- 
vestment, he spent just about 
£1 10,000 on his coarse— just 
over £12,000 a bole. 

Private membership is 
available, but so is the oppor- 
tunity to pay for yoorgsalf only 
when you play. Alternate tee 
times are offered to payas- 
yon-play customers during 
the week; if you pick jour time 
right you can get a game of 
golf fora fiver. 

“I believe firmly that this is 
the way golf is going to go in 
the next decade.” TaDack said. 
“We are finnly in the business 
of educating people in the 
game of golf, and we're find- 
ing that they want to be 
taught the etiquette of the 
game and the standard it 
expects of its players. 

■The golf world is a dub in 
itself and it’s that that we are 
trying to encourage here. 
After afl, you can’t bmkl 
tradition, no matter how 
much you spend. What you 
can build is a warm and 
friendly atmosphere, ami also 
prove that you don’t have to 
sacrifice standards just 
because you are in the public 
golf end of toe market We 
want golf to be fun, and we 
think it is at our dub.” 

So, Is golf a fading product 
that is moving ever more 
steadify into crisis? In certain 
cases, it would appear so. In 
many more, both at the top 
and the tail of toe industry, 
the conclusion is that toe 
game has never been health*- 
er. To paraphrase toe words 
of toe old song: it ain't what 
you do, it's the way— and the 
place, and the time— that yon 
doit 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Fixture congestion may not 
be enough to upset Wigan 


CHAMPIONSHIP hopefuls 
should not rely on a backlog of 
fixtures disrupting Wigan’s 
stalely progress. Two seasons 
ago, they collected the league 
championship and Challenge 
Cup playing three — and in 
one case four — matches a 
week in toe final month. 

The signs are that Wigan 
wlQ have to puli off a similar 
feat this time, toe one morsel 
of comfort being that they 
have stiH to encounter their 
main challengers in the 
Stones Bitter championship. 
They start that task tomorrow 
against St Helens, provided 
that industrial heaters being 
used on toe Knowsley Road 
pitch have thawed it enough. 

Wigan’s new year holiday 
programme has already suf- 
fered, because of next Satur- 
day's home draw with Hull in 
the Regal Trophy semi-finaL 
Another postponement would 
put them six games behind 
schedule, with the worst of 
winter supposedly to come. 

More ominous for their 
rivals is the fact that Wigan 


By Christopher Irvine 

have begun this campaign 
more convincingly than any of 
their three previous champ- 
ionship seasons. losing just 
one of 1 1 games. Last Christ- 
mas, Wigan were adrift of 
Leeds ana St Helens- Victory 
in toe traditional derby match 
with St Helens would give 
them an advantage of four 
points at the half-way point in 
the programme. 

Having set the eaify pace. St 
Helens are flagging and foot- 
sore. Since their 5-4 defeat by 
Wigan in toe Lancashire Cup 
final in October, they have lost 
four times, twice at the hands 
of Casdeford, while injuries 
and suspensions have left 
them substantially weakened. 

The retnm tomorrow, 
againsta virtually foil-strength 
Wigan, of Jonaman Griffiths 
and Alan Hunte to toe hacks, 
will be offset by toe loss of the 
veteran prop forward, Kevin 
Ward, who begins a two- 
match ban. 

Casdeford. unbeaten in 
eight games, will move ahead 
of St Helens into second place 


should they overcome Leeds, 
third from bottom, at 
Headingley this morning, 
where undersoil heating 
should guarantee a start 

There will be a series of eariy 
inspections at today's five 
other first-division venues. 
Hull have had their pitch 
covered for six nights and are 
optimistic of beating fifth- 
placed Sheffield Eagles and 
maintaining an undefeated 
run of seven league and cup 
games at The Boulevard. 

Such axe the vagaries of the 
fixture-list that Salford, who 
meet bottom-placed Leigh, 
have been idle for four weeks, 
while Wakefield Trinity 
should edge into the top eight 
at the expense of lowly Hull 
Kingston Rovers. 

□ Jason Allen, of second- 
division Carlisle, has been 
suspended until the end of the 
season by toe Rugby Football 
League disciplinary commit- 
tee for pushing toe referee and 
abusive language during an 
Alliance match against Shef- 
field earlier this month. 


For one million people 
the Boxing Day Meet doesn't mean 
leftover turkey. 

And there's nothing to stop you bong one of them. 

On. ‘Baling 'Day atpuSs, in market squares ondonvittqge greens throughout the 
bod, bad hwttsuntt Be meethg. Mmy cf these padgtffccwuburidhmtefidbzvers art 
BorseBach. ^vn£fm*foGau>ers on pot find yoa could Be one of them. 

Qo onymroum. or withfmdy or fiends. Simply watch the hunt merging off, or 
woB(pff *6* Christmas pudhng Byfodbzomg its progress. - 

‘Whichever you. choose, the hunt, the bad formers tad the 
OmdownerswiKtkjdeasedwtuekomeyotL 

t lhe t BaXty ‘Day ‘Meet isanumxUousgeneiations-old 
rmd tradition. If you zODuhfSfy to 6c part of it, aid 
oneofthetefeyfwne7wm5ersBcfoz0tofmdout^ 

zOdereyoBT bad hunt -arid Be meeting. 

The K«th toA SracUnrt 0891 668896. kfttaorfs and East Anglia: 0891 668897. Wales aodlbe South Were 0891 fiEBtoft 
The South: Q8SI 668899. charged at 48p per minute. pea* and sttndri rata 36p per 
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Staking a claim for a place in the millionaires’ club 

w -®“ — rhamc 



R obin Davison-Lungley will 
join the millionaires' dub if 
his four-year-old son. 


Robb: junior champion 


IV his four-year-old son. 
James, becomes the next Briton to 
win foe Wimbledon men’s singles. 
The bookmaker. William HflL has 
given him 10.000-1 for his £100. 
"McEnroe has nothing on him as 
Ear as bad behaviour is con- 
cerned." the young offender's 
father said of his tennis-playing 
son. But you cannot be serious. Mr 
Davison-Lungley bears you say. 

He is and he isn't. "There is a 
fairly large dement of tongue in 
cheek about it” Davison-Lungley 
said. But a degree of seriousness, 
too. Little James [days once a week 
at the David Lloyd indoor centre at 
Raynes Park, southwest London, 
conveniently near to home, and 
dad is a qualified coach. In "a year 
or two” Davison-Lungley senior 
expects junior to be on court every 
day. Out of childhood practice. 
Wimbledon champions are made. 


If you want to buy youredf a fun 
bet with some of that Christmas 
money, William Hill will listen to 
all offers. To fathers backing sons, 
the bookmaker will lose £1 50,000 
if Charles Stead, 28th in die 
Yorkshire cross-country champ- 
ionship two weeks ago, wins the 
London Marathon in 2000. 
£250.000 if James Zanelli plays 
football for England before he is 
25. Zanelli senior is looking for- 
ward to the day when junior is 
selling dummies, not sucking 
them. James Zanelli is three 
months old. Stead is backed at 
3,000- 1. Zanelli at 10,000-1. 

According to Graham Sharpe, 
of William HflL the company now 
encourages such bets after 20 years 
of downing on them. Vast sums 
were lost to early ] 960s punters 
taking 1,000-1 on a moonwalk 
before the end of the century. 

The bet struck by Alex Robb, 
that his son would win the Olym- 


P avid Powdl takes a lighthearted look at an 
off-beat way of trying to beat the recession. 
Zanelli for England? A good bet at 10,000-1 


boxing titles in 1992. Punters 
must took elsewhere now: Chrisue 
is 5-2 to win the 1993 world 
championship 1 00 metres and 
Lems is 2-1 to become BBC sports 
personality of the year. 


pic 1.500 metres in 1996, is 
causing anxiety. Since the wager 
was strode, in 1989, Curtis Robb 
has won the European junior 800 
metres title, a World Student 
Games silver medal and finished 
sixth in die Olympic Games in 
Barcelona. At 20. the odds against 
him succeeding in Atlanta are now 
shorter than the 500-1 which 
Robb senior accepted. He stands 
to win £100,0001 
“I don't think the odds on Curtis 
would be bigger than 5-1 now.” 
Sharpe said. 

“It shows that this type of bet can 
' come to fruition,” Sharpe said. "In 
the last couple of years. I have gone 
out of my way to make people 


aware they can have bets like these. 
But they are ticking time bombs 
waiting to explode on me in the 
next 20 years." 

Other made-to-measure bets 
with Hills indude £250 at 1.000-1 
against a 13-year-old Sumy boy 
winning the world snooker 
championship before his 21st 
birthday and a similar bet on an 
Aberdeen girl winning an Olym- 
pic athletics medal by 2016. 

The offthe-peg bei-of-the-year 
going into 1992 was on Linford 
Christie. Twelve months ago, he 
was 50-1 to win the Olympic 100 
metres. Another which paid out 
was Lennox Lewis at 6-1 to hold 
one of the three heavyweight world 


W here to look? "I would 
say the bargain bet for 
1993 is either Party Poli- 
tics at 25-1 to win the Grand 
National again or 33-1 on David 
Gower to captain England in a 
Test match,” Sharpe said. 

For novelty value, you can have 
100-1 on a human winning the 
1993 Man v Horse v Mountain 
Bike 22-mile race in Wales. "No- 
one has ever got within four 
minutes of the winning horse,” 
Sharpe said. 

Punters seeking lower-risk in- 
vestment before the new year can 
have Jimmy While at 3-1 to win 
the snooker world championship, 
and the same price on Essex to wm 


the county cridcrt champfonslua 
The England 

to achieve the grand dam. Andre 
Agassi is 5-1 to retain his Wimble- 

SSwSSSS 

is 10-1 to manage Liverpool. 

Nick Faldo is 500-1 to complete 
^ grand slam of all four gdf 
majors in 1993 and , at the ^vejy 
bottom of the Hills published leJof 
1993 sporting chances ... weu. 
wouldn't you know it? \ou can 
have 1.000-1 on a Bnt winning 
Wimbledon. ISM . 

Only 1.000-1? Makes brae 
James Davison- Lungley’s 10,000- 
1 seem a bargain by comparison. 
We know the present crop or 
British players are not up to it. 1 ne 

devil we don't know cannot be any 

worse. Pass the betting slip. And 
where can I buy James a head- 
band for next Christmas? 


RUGBY UNION 


Leicester are 
hopeful 
they can beat 
the freeze 


By David Hands and Alan Lo rimer 


IT MAY not be a white 
Christinas, but it is a frosty 
one. and already some of the 
day's club programme has 
succumbed to the weather. 
Moseley's traditional dash 
with Coventry is oft and 
Northampton have cancelled 
their meeting with Stirling 
County that was so successful 
last year. 

However, Northampton 
have reason to be pleased with 
their burgeoning commercial 
programme, which has pro- 
duced a new trophy for compe- 
tition with Leicester, their 
long-standing rivals in the 
East Midlands: the two dubs 
meet in a first-division match 
on January 9 at Franklins 
Gardens, when the winner 
(league points apart) will re- 
ceive the Carlsberg-Tetky 
Trophy. 

The sponsoring company 
has been formed % the merg- 
er of Allied Lyons and 
Cartsberg: the former com- 
pany owns Ansells, the brewer 
that sponsors Leicester, while 
Carisbeig. famed for its lager, 
has a long relationship with 
Northampton. 

Leicester, meanwhile, will 
hope the bad weather does 
nothing to affect their holiday 
fixture on Monday with the 
Barbarians. Their Welford 
Road pitch was covered imm- 
ediately after the ADT divi- 
sional match last weekend 
and. despite freezing fog 
throughout the region, the 
dub groundstaff believes the 
playing surface to be in good 
order. 

Further west, today’s pros- 
pects look better, with Bristol 
scheduled to entertain New- 
port— an Anglo-Welsh fixture 
seems a rarity these days — 
and Bath up against Ctifton. 
Bristol give a newcomer, An- 
drew Cunningham, a debut 
at prop, while Will Waghom 
swaps his usual role at centre 
to play stand-off half. 

Bath welcome two Oxford 
blues: Ashley Tapper played 
against Cambridge in 1991, 
but this will be his first senior 
appearance at stand-off for 
Bath. Audlcy Lumsden. how- 
ever. is an old favourite at the 
Recreation Ground* Lumsden 


played on Oxford's wing in the 
losing side at Twickenham 
earlier this month, but is in his 
favoured position of full back 
against CUfton. 

Meanwhile, Dan Cottrell, 
who scored so many tries for 
Clifton last season, takes to the 
wing against them in a ream 
including Darren Crompton, 
who played so well for the 
South and South West in the 
divisional championship this 
month. 

Harlequins have deferred 
the return to action of David 
Peais until the new year, but 
play some of their promising 
under-2 1 players in the game 
against Richmond on Mon- 
day, alongside seniors such as 
Nefl Edwards and Simon 
Dear. They have great hopes 
of such players as Simon 
Brown. 19. a loose-head prop, 
who may yet join the crop of 
promising youngsters in that 
position now becoming avail- 
able at divisional level and 
higher. 

While most dubs in Scot- 
land may be indulging in 
“friendlies”, there will be little 
in the way of amiability at the 
Greenyaids today, where Mel- 
rose and Jed-Forest pity a 
crucial Bank of Scotland Bor- 
der League match. Both sides 
have 100 per cent league 
records. 

Craig Chalmers and Gary 
Armstrong, who will be to- 
gether in the Scotland trial 
next Saturday, are in their 
respective teams but Melrose 
will be without Cart Hogg and 
Graham ShieL who are in the 
Scotland A team to play 
Ireland A on Monday. 

The other game in the 
Border League, between 
Kdso and Langholm, the 
third-division club, looks 
something of a mismatch and 
it seems only a matter of time 
before Langholm, beaten 63-0 
by Gala last week, are dropped 
from what is the oldest surviv- 
ing competition of its kind. 

The big match in Edin- 
burgh is at Myreside, where 
Watsonians and Heriot's FP 
stage a dress-rehearsal for 
their league meeting on Janu- 
ary 9, when the McEwan's 
championship resumes. 


CYCLING 


Sturgess starts amateur 
career all over again 


By Peter Bryan 


THE Christmas post brought 
Colin Sturgess. world 5,000 
metres pursuit champion in 
his first year as a professional 
in 1989, the news he wanted. 
He will be reinstated as an 
amateur on January 1. 

He is one of four profession- 
als io take advantage of the 
British Cycling Federation’s 
(BCF) offer of reinstatement 
Previously, a professional had 
to wait 12 months before 
being allowed back into ama- 
teur competition. 

But influenced by difficul- 
ties that home-based profes- 
sionals are having obtaining 
new contracts, the BCF derid- 
ed that anybody applying 
before December 1 would be 
reinstated on January 1 . 

Sturgess. 24, from Leicester. 


was national amateur pursuit 
champion in 1987 and 1988 
after returning to Britain from 
a childhood spent in South 
Africa, where he won junior 


track titles. He was Britain's 
professional road-race cham- 
pion two years ago. If he races 
next season it will be mainly 
for fun, he says. He is reading 
English and sports science at 
Loughborough. 

Pauline Strong, who holds 
the Land’s End-to-John 
O’Groats title, Gary Baker, the 
former Milk Race rider, and 
Isla Rowntree, the mountain 
biker, are die three others who 
will compete as amateurs 
again. Ian Cammish. whose 
contract with Raleigh ends 
this week, has no plans to 
return to die amateur ranks. 
He starts 1993 as an un- 
sponsored professional with 
two main aims: to lower the 
London-to-Yoric record, still 
held by Bob Addy after 20 
years and. more ambitiously, 
to be the first rider to break 
three hours for 100 miles. He' 
needs to take 16 minutes off 
his British record. 



SKIING 


Girardelli 


in prime 
shape for 


new year 


By Our Sports Staff 


Looking ahead: Evans, the catalyst for change at Cardiff, is negotiating to extend his stay with the Heineken League leaders 


Evans inspires Cardiff s re-emergence 


CHRISTMAS 1991 was a 
ghnn time for Cardiff They 
stood two from the bottom of 
die Heineken League first 
division, and had just lost to 
their oldest rivals, Newport, 
when Pontypridd added fur- 
ther woe by winning the 
annual holiday fixture. 

What a difference a year 
makes. Christmas 1992 sees 
Cardiff top of the table and 
entering the new year in rude 
health — a turnaround so 
complete as to suggest that 
the patient was not in such 
terminal decline. Even the 
Cardiff Athletic Chib newslet- 
ter of last March suggested 
that “morale is currently at a 
low ebb” and it has taken a 
man named Evans to bring 
the blood surging back 
through the veins. 

Alex Evans would deny that 
he alone is responsible for 
Cardiff s exalted position but 
he has certainly been the 
catalyst for change. It was a 
radical step on Cardiff's part 
to invite an Australian to 
oversee their playing affairs, a 
radical step on Evans's part to 
accept but changing the old 
order has been at the heart of 
the philosophy which has 


David Hands, rugby correspondent, on the 
Australian who has restored Welsh pride 


helped restore Welsh rugby 
this season. 

You could identify in Car- 
diff's decline the same symp- 
toms that reduced Wales to 
also-rans: complacent was a 
significant factor, a refusal to 
accept responsibility, a break- 
down in relationships be- 
tween the playing and 
administrative sides of the 
game. But Evans, 52. stresses 
that he found the commercial 
side of the Cardiff dub sound, 
and the talent, both for coach- 
ing and playing, available. 

“It needed someone from 
outside to cast a fresh eye and 
maybe that was hard for a 
dub with 135 years erf proud 
history behind it to accept.” 
he said. That it should have 
been Evans, a fifth-generation 
Welshman but Australian 
through and through, who 
took up the challenge is even 
more intriguing: two years 
ago. the former Queensland 
player nearly died from a rare 
blood disorder which still 
requires constant monitoring 


“I was lucky to have won- 
derful support from my family 
and from the rugby family in 
Brisbane," he said. “The 
greatest therapy I had was to 
coach my old dub. Souths." 
To such effect that before 
Evans joined Cardiff Souths 
won every grade 
competitition in Brisbane. 

His 20-year coaching in- 
volvement has brought him 
shoulder-to-shoolder with 
some of the most influential 
coaches in Australia: with 
Bob Templeton in Queens- 
land, Dick Marks and David 
Clarke, who are now key 
figures with the Australian 
Rugby Union and the Austra- 
lian Institute of Sport and 
Alan Jones, whom he assisted 
with the national side be- 
tween 1984 and 1987. 

“Alan and I had a love of 
track and field.” Evans said. 
“I also coached rowing, he 
coached tennis, and oar phi- 
losophy was similar: to pick 
the athlete and make him a 
rugby player. The best exam- 


ple of that at Cardiff is Nigd 
Walker [the former interna- 
tional hurdler who has now 
broken into the Welsh train- 
ing squad]. But there are 
others who don't yet realise 
their athletic ability. 

"One of the problems with 
Welsh rugby was that they 
were selecting from good 
players bnt not competing in 
a physical sense. What we 
trial to do — and Alan Davies 
tries to do the same with 
Wales — was to develop the 
athlete. 

“The Cardiff team now has 
incredible speed in the backs, 
and some of the forwards are 
realising their potentiaL AH 
the players are striving to be 
elitist, and they should not be 
ashamed of that they are all 
attempting to play for 
Wales.” Having pared down 
an oversized squad of 75. 
Evans now has a group of 
players with confidence in 
themselves, in each other, and 
in the structure in which they 
are playing. 

“The players realise they 
have a responsibility not only 
to themselves bnt to their 
city.” Evans said. “There is a 
cycle in dub rugby, and it can 


be traumatic when a dnb with 
a tong history of major 
achievement takes itself for 
granted and starts to go 
down. 

“At the start of the season, 
we didn’t set targets, but took 
it week fry week, selecting on 
that basis, too. I knew the 
players would improve, but I 
didn’t know their potential 
for development Once that 
started, then the results 
looked after themselves, and 
when yon have people like 
Terry Holmes and Charlie 
Faulkner on the coaching 
staff they are easily able to 
express their competitive de- 
sires to people who are 
hungry for the same." 

The bare figures ten the 
story: Cardiff have lost only 
one league match, and in the 
Swalec Cup last weekend they 
disposed of Maesteg by a 
margin of 52 points. 

No wonder Cardiff are anx- 
ious for Evans to extend his 
stay beyond this season. Ne- 
gotiations are in hand, and a 
three-year contract is a possi- 
bility, but the chib is putting 
no pressure on Evans; they 
have faith in his ability to 
make the tight decisions. 


MARC Girardelli is on course 
to win a record fifth overall 
World Cup tide in the new 
year. As the skiers enjoyed a 
Christmas holiday before re- 
suming in Germany at Gar- 
misch-Partenkirchen on 
January 9. Girardelli. the 
Austrian-born all-rounder, 
leads the championship with 
387 points to Alberto Toraba’s 
372. 

Tomba, of Italy, has now 
completed half his events — he 
does not race downhills and is 
unlikely to risk super-giant 
slaloms before the world 
championships in Japan in 
February — while Girardelli 
has much to look forward to. 

“This season has started 
really well,” Girardelli said. "I 
fed strong now in three events. 
I just have to work more on my 
slalom. I need more time and 
more training in that — I will 
ski more during the Christmas 
break.” 

GirardeUi's title ambitions 
have undoubtedly been 
helped by the relatively modest 
form of Tomba and the 
present World Cup champion, 
Paul Accola, of Switzerland. 
Tomba and Accola have won 
nothing yet this season after 
dominating 1991-2. 

The places on the top of the 
podium have been taken in- 
stead by emerging talents and 
others in a hurry to make up 
for lost time. 

There have been exceptions 
— Leonhard Stock, of Austria, 
in the twilight of his career, 
won a downhill at Val Garde- 
na, Italy, and came second in 
the super-giant slalom in Bad 
Weinkirdiheim. 

William Besse. of Switzer- 
land, who foiled to qualify for 
the Olympics, has won one 
downhill and come second in 
another already this season. 
Armin Assinger, of Austria, 
another who failed to get to 
Albertville, won a super-giant 
slalom on Tuesday, the first 
win of a career almost ended 
by injury in 1989. Fabrizio 
Tescari, of Italy, pulled off a 
surprise win, his first in a 
slalom in Sestriere, Italy, in 
November. 

On form, the main chall- 
enge to Girardelli for the 
overall tide looks like coming 
from Norway. The Olympic 
super-giant slalom champion. 
Kjetfl Andre Aamodt who 
also competes in all disci- 
plines. is third overall on 258 
points. 


HOCKEY: LEADING NATIONAL LEAGUE TEAMS REAP REWARDS OF FRESH APPROACH TO COACHING 


Men set a trend in women’s game 


By Alix Ramsay 


A NEW trend is sweeping the 
women’s national league. Of 
foe top four teams in the first 
division, three are coached by 
men. Slough started the move 
three years ago when they first 
approached Ian Jennings and 
this season both Ipswich and 
Sutton Coldfield have em- 
ployed coaches from the men's 
game. 

Toby Mullins is the man 
responsible for putting Ips- 
wich at the top of the table, 
but, forhira, the adjustment to 
women's hockey has not been 
easy. All three men soon 
learned that women's teams 
need a softer touch than their 
male counterparts, but it is in 
attitud e and tactics that the 
difference between the sexes 
becomes apparent 

“There is a different style of 
coaching in the men’s game.” 
Mullins said. “David Whita- 
ker started, it learning by 
trying new ideas and meth- 
ods. 1 find that the women's 
game tends to be more rigid. 


while the men don't expea to 
be told exactly what to do.” 

Barrie Dunkley has found 
the same problems at Sutton 
Cddfidd and has tried to 
encourage his players to think 
for themselves on the pitch. 

“Throughout the junior and 
senior set-up, the women are 
too dogmatic in their ap- 
proach,” he said. Although 
Dunkley would rather think of 
himself as a player than a 
coach, he does admit to hav- 
ing made his mark at Sutton. 
"I think I have introduced a 
more professional approach in 
the side. We still need to work 
on small things, like being 
aware of all the options and 
going for the percentage play 
and that goes back to the 
problem of flexibility.” 

Mullins is hoping Ipswich 
will show the true benefits of 
his new ideas next season. 
“What we are working to 
achieve is adaptive hockey, we 
have to have the ability to 
change and not keeping doing 
the same thing every time,” he 
said- 


However. while “unlearn- 
ing” a lifetime of bad habits is 
not easy for the Ipswich play- 
ers. Mullins has been sur- 
prised at their hunger to 
achieve their best “The 
women are mate willing to 
work at it than the men," he 
said. “At Ipswich, there is a lot 
of ambition and they set their 
sights incredibly high.” 

Jennings has had longer to 
establish himself and his style 
of coaching at Slough. A 
former paratrooper and an 
Army physical training in- 
structor, he insists on a com- 
mitment to winning and to 
fitness- 

In tiie three years Slough 
have dominated the league, 
Jennings has seen the other 
teams follow their example 
and he now finds he has to be 
tougher with his squad to 
maintain theiredge. “I have to 
be harderand stricter now, but 
they take it because we are all 
after the same thing," he said. 

It is in this area that 
Jennings feels the AH England 
Women’s Hockey Association 


is letting the younger players 
down. In his view, the estab- 


Batchelor lends weight 
to president’s team 


lished coaching methods are 
training the flair out of play- 
ers, which will eventually be 
reflected in international 
results. 

Dunkley, too. is. worried 
about the development of the 
women's game. “The first and 
second teams both play on a 
Saturday, so some of our 


By Sydney Friskin 


young England Under- 18s 
spend every week on the subs 
bench because they are not 
experienced enough to start 
the league games and yet there 
is no second XI match for 
them to play in. irs no good 
for them and it’s no good for 
developing the international 
game.” 

But the three men are not 
claiming to be the ultimay 
answer to the ills of women’s 
hockey. As Mullins puts it "I 
hope the women's game will 
change but 1 don't want to say 
the men's game has all the 
answers — that's ludicrous. I'd 
be the first to admit there are 
aspects of both that are good.” 


STEPHEN Batchelor, of 
Richmond, an Olympic gold 
medal-winner in 1988, has 
accepted an invitation to play 
for the Cheam President’s XI 
against the dub on Monday. 

Tony Bennett, the dub pres- 
ident, has further increased 
his firepower by calling on 
MoUpy, of Surbiton, and 
M archant. of Richmond, to 
try to mainatain the long run 

of annual successes against his 

own dub. 

If Justesen, of Surbiton, and 
Cox. of Slough, represent 
youth among the president’s 
men, experience in defence is 
provided by Mike Spray, for- 
merty of Southgate, but now 
wth Richmond, and Ian 
Pinks, of Sevenoaks. who last 
played for England in 1 977 

thJ h ii™ istobe P la y edo n 

£L?TuL 8rass P itch but in 
case of bad weather an artifi- 


.JSire Grimley. another 
1988 Olympic gold medal- 
wmner. who played for 
Hounslow last season but left 
to join Brooklands, returns to 
Cheshire for todays match 
against Lancashire at High- 
town Northern club, in Cros- 
by. near Liverpool. 

Gnrniey’s presence will 
strengthen Cheshire's hopes of 
recovering the trophy won 
“JSPWJMwy ear by La*. 
Gatore. The match is played at 
i fevels: veterans, juniors 

?* **»« The 
teim with the highest aggre- 

ff? nts daims prize. 

i ne Cheshire side, packed 

w ayers from Brooklands 

wd N^ n will be fca 

formerly of 
roeston. but now playing witii 

iSSS? 1 for Hounsltw. The 
™£hire team consists . 
roainty of phyere from Wan- 

SHfr andwiU be ted ^ 
David ^cats. its coach. 
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Simon Bames looks back at a dramatic, emotional year of sport and selects his highlights 

Meyer captures the dignified spirit of sport 


I t is not hard to get jaded. Listen 
to the gossip in a thousand 
press-boxes at a thousand 
sporting events, from the highest to 
the lowest level. 

Wimbledon: let’s get it finished 

in three sets so we can all go home. 

World Cup: pray he misses the 
penalty so we can avoid extra-time. 
Olympics: let's hope the Brit gets 
beat because that means six pare 
and straight to the bar. 

All professions have their mo- 
ments of soul-weariness. When you 
are watching your twentieth game 
of a World Cup campaign (800 
words on the whistle, please), you 
know that it is going to take 
something quite exceptional if you 
are to cast aside professional cares 
and exult in pure sport — to re- 
aoquaint yourself with that exulta- 
tion that brought you into sport in 
the first place: 

But they come, these moments, 
they come. Usually when least 
expected. Often you are at an event, 
savouring the professional chall- 
enge rather than pure sporting 
delight — and bang. Suddenly, the 
machine has switched into Infinite 
I improbability Drive. The relevance 
of this concept, borrowed from 
Douglas Adams's The Hitch Hik- 
er's Guide to the Galaxy, occurred 
to me while watching John 
McEnroe at Wimbledon this 
summer. 

There are moments when sport 
destroys the boundaries erf normal- 
ity- AD normal rules are suspended. 
People perform far above their 
physical potential — far beyond, it 
seems the normal rules of physics 
and biology. 

“Please do not be alarmed ... We 
are now cruising at a level of two to 
the power of 25.000 to one against 
and falling and we will be restoring 
normality just as soon as we are 
sure what is normal anyway. 
Thank you." 

As 1 look back over another 
sporting year, I look bade for those 
moments when sport applied the 
Infinite Improbability Drive, 
where it rains whales and custard, 
the monkeys type the complete 
works of William Shakespeare, 
Andre Agassi wins Wimbledon 
and Linford Christie picks up the 
greatest prize in sport 
These are the moments of self- 
forgetfulness: those moments that 
cause drink-spilling in a thousand 
living-rooms, warmth to invade the 
coldest terraces and which make 
the most cynical hade in the box 
clench a fist and mutter a 
cheer. 

Last year, Agassi was my sport- 
ing Eejitof the Year. This year, he is 
dose to being the hero. This was 
not for his performance in die filial,' 
but for an extraordinary evening in 
the Wimbledon gloaming. 

Agassi was playing Becker. 
Becker's place, Becker's surface. 
Power tennis ruled Serve-and- 
volley was out of fashion: this year, 
we had only serve-and-miss. 

WeD. Becker served and Agassi 
missed and it was dear that this 
was to be a three-set annihOaiion of 
the poseur (600 words and get to 
the bar)- Agassi was wiped out in 
the first set All was predictable: 
impressive, but not exactly magical 
And then it happened. Eveiy line of 
Agassi’s body, every gesture, every 
shot, spelt out the fact — Agassi had 
given the match up and thought, 
wefl. I may as well go down 
gloriously. And so he came out into 
die second set with guns blazing. 

Instead of looking to return 
Becker's serve, he looked to whack 
it into the midst of the Shakespeare- 
writing monkeys. He aimed to go 
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Realising the Olympian ideal: Tutu, left, and Meyer break down the political barriers during their lap of honour in Barcelona 


down in a burst of glory, but that 
was not how it worked out Agassi 
established a fragile and infinitely 
improbable relationship with per- 
fection. Everything he tried came 
off. 

It lifted me in the press-box from 
professional interest to sublime 
delight Agassi deserved his Wim- 
bledon. not for beating Ivanisevic 
in the final but for that brief and 
dedrive period in the dimension of 
Infinite Improbability. 

To teD the truth. I am struggling 
when I seek for similar moments of 
improbable perfection in the past 
sporting year. The bending of 
Waqar and Warim offered some- 
thing of this. The moment that 
Gower became England's greatest 
ever run-getter was worth savour- 
ing — the more so in die light of 
reoent events. 

Calling's first-minute try against 
Wales to seal the grand dam had a 
special zing for the English. 


Mansell’s ferocious driving has 
something special too — even if the 
finest moment occurred when he 
apparently “brake-tested" Senna 
and got rammed up the back- 
ride. 

But inevitably, it is the Olympic 
Games that dominate die memo- 
ries. Olympic City — wherever it 
happens to be — is like nowhere 
else on earth. It is the town of a 
thousand improbabilities — two to 
the power of 25,000 to one against 
and rising — and the place where a 
thousand life-and-death struggles 
take place every waking hour of the 
day. 

You can move from event to 
event to event and everywhere you 
look you see someone living out the 
most important single moment of 
his or her life. The Olympics 
command die world's attention 
through television: but television 
can only look through the keyhole, 
generally with jingoistic glasses. 


The Olympics are a hundred times 
the size, and a hundred times as 
mesmerising, when you are there 
on the floor. 

1 felt this everywhere: during a 
bemused visit to the Greco-Roman 
wrestling, at a visit to the bemused 
Angola basketball team as they 
played the obnoxious American 
Dream Team PT don't know much 
about Angola, but I know Angola is 
in trouble" —‘Sif Charles Barkley) 
and on a visit to the women’s 
hockey* in which the Brits were 
defeated by a 17-year-old Gazza 
fan. 

Great moments? WeD, I fed this 
is a bit like trying to pick out die 
best notes in a symphony. But there 
were plenty of moments of sublime 
improbablity. 

There was Ian Stark’s cross 
countiy on die great grey. Murphy 
Himself. After die Britsbad made a 
tactical nonsense of the three-day 
event. Stark rode his damnedest in 


Darkest hour is moment of the year 


I HAVE not, in all those words 
alongside, mentioned what was 
really the greatest sporting mo- 
ment of 1992. This was an event 
that look place in the middle of the 
night in the depths of darkest 
Hertfordshire. I have always found 
the phurase faintly risible — when 
the televirion commentators say 
things like "This horse is owned 
by Her Majesty the Queen, and 
she bred it herself." I have always 
wondered what “breeding a horse 
yourself" actually entails. 

Well I bred a horse myself this 
year. I was down on my knees 
helping the little beast to emerge. 


My mare and I have flown round 
the fences at many a local cross- 
country event A long-term prob- 
lem meant she required a long 
spell off work. So I introduced her 
to a stallion, and in tune a colt lay 
blinking and snorting in the straw, 
a white star on his forehead like 
his mother. 

1 shall never forget that extraor- 
dinary expression on the mare's 
face as she turned to the foal for 
the first time, and that deep 
chudde with which she called him. 
She licked him into life for half an 
hour soon he was staggering 
about like a drunk. 


Within the hour, he was suck- 
ling: thriving. An incredibly short 
time later, he was charging about a 
field like a lunatic. Now he is 
weaned, growing apace, and a few 
weeks ago he had his very own 
tivexy bifl. Ouch. 

If things work out, he and I win 
be flying around the cross-country 
events of Hertfordshire in years to 
come. Everyone needs some folly 
in life: a quantum of foDy keeps 
you sane. Hurt is what sport is for. 
that rule counts double Mien sport 
involves horses. And this soon-to- 
be yearling is one of the grandest 
follies of an. 


a doomed attempt to repair the 
damage. “I cant think of anything 
that feels better than jumping fence 
1 3," he said. “ Except maybe sex." I 
loved dial maybe. 

I delighted in Svetlana 
Boguinskaya, the last woman left in 
women’s gymnastics, and her 
doomed attempt to substitute grace 
for the power-tumbling of the 
pixies. 1 loved die Searie brothers' 
last-gasp win: something dial was 
heard rather than seen. The event 
was relayed to me through several 
walls fay my up-witb-duHark col- 
league. John Goodbody. who 
shouted die boys home in front of 
die television at The Times Olympic 
Mission, waking me from my 
slumbers after a protracted evening 
on the RambLas. one of the great 
streets of Europe. 

It was, as ever, the trade and field 
that provided die mostvivid memo- 
ries. There was Linford’s blazing- 
eyed run for the line, a man who 
saw his chance and who went for it 
with everything he possessed. 

There was Sally Gunnell among 
die lavishly lip-gossed athletes of 
America. I remember her expres- 
sion afterwards: victory does some- 
thing to a face that no ammounlof 
lip-gloss can rival 

There were the Kenyans, with 
their glorious dean-sweep in tire 
steeplechase. There was the extraor- 
dinary finish to the women’s mara- 
thon, where Valentina Yegorova, of 
the Unified Team, and Yuko 
Annum, of Japan, duelled every 
yard of that cruel baking hill to the 
stadium. They finished in that 
order and collapsed in tears into 
each others arms. There was 
Hassiba Bouhnerka. who muscled 
her way to score a victory that will 
be treasured by Muslim women all 



Sporting hem Agassi came dose to tennis perfection 


over the world. 

But, in the end, 1 find myself 
turning to. of all people, a white 
South African for the year's hero. 
Step forward, Elana Meyer, silver 
medal-winner in the 10.000 me- 
tres. This was the race Liz 
McColgan was supposed to 
win. 

But McColgan was busted when 
Meyer had die courage to break the 
entire field. Meyer had the nerve, 
the strength and resolution to stay 
in front. But she had the chagrin of 
being taken on the last lap: by 
Derartu Tufa, of Ethiopia. 

Meyer at once congratulated the 
winner and even ran a lap of hour 
with her. And she carried an 
Olympic flag, not the tricolour of 


apartheid, and thereby became die 
first flag-flapper of the Games to do 
the deal with dignity. And after- 
wards, she said: “We did it for 
Africa." 

Africa! 1 spent a two-month 
sabbatical in Africa, waiting for 
rain during a terrible drought To 
be sure, an Olympic medal does 
make everything in Africa All 
Right: but even in die impossible 
problems that proliferate the length 
and breadth of die great continent 
a sweaty night in Barcelona dem- 
onstrated to the world that there is a 
spark of hope. In die continent of 
Infinite Improbability, it some- 
times seems that hope is die most 
improbable, and die most precious, 
thing of all 
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Commercial Union closes 


JOHN Chittenden and his 
crew on Nudear Electric held 
a 49-mile lead over their 
dosest rivals on Commerical 
Union in the British Steel 
Challenge during Christmas 
day. British Telecom’s satellite 
system, that is tracking the 
fleet, suggested, however, that 
Richard Memweather and 
his ream were beginning to 
pull back. 

Yesterday morning. Conv- 
merdal Union was averaging 
8. 1 knots, a knot faster than 
Nuclear Electric. 

In the Globe Challenge, the 
solo non-stop race running the 
opposite way round the world. 
Alain Gautier, of France, on 
his 60ft yacht, Bagages Supe- 
rior. is already deep in the 


By Barry Pickthall 

Roaring Forties at a point 900 
miles southwest of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Gautier enjoys a 360-mile 
lead over his fellow French- 
man, Bertrand de Broc, and 
his yacht Group LG, while the 
British competitor, Alan 
Wynne Thomas, on Cardiff 
Discovery, is holding sixth 
place a further 575 miles 
astern. 

Fastest among the British 
Steel fleet yesterday was Heath 
Insured, as Adrian Donovan 
and his aew fought against a 
Force Eight gale and snow 
squalls. 

Adrian Rayson. a crewman, 
reported: “There are balloons 
and streamers in the gaDey, 
and cards outing with damp. 


little threat to record 


A DIFFICULT weather pat- 
tern. with light winds for the 
stan and strong head winds 
towards the ena of the 630 
nautical-mile course, is pre- 
dicted for the annual Sydney 
to Hobart race that starts 
today (Bob Ross writes). 

The forecast means that the 
Aus$l 00.000 cash prize, of- 
fered fay Kodak, the rare 
sponsor, for the first yacht to 
break the 17 -year-old race 
record of 2 days 14 hr 36min 
56sec, set by KtaJoa, skippered 
by Jim Kilroy. of the United 
States, will almost certainly be 
safely lodged in the bank for 
another year. . 

Grant Dalton, skipper of the 


maxi ketch. New Zealand 
Endeavour, designed and 
built for the 1993-4 
Whitbread round the world 
race and rated to have a real 
chance of beating die record in 
favourable reaching and run- 
ning winds, said of the fore- 
cast “It's a complex situation; 
certainly not record-breaking 
conditions." 

Dalton believes, however, 
the weather pattern should not 
hamper New Zealand En- 
deavour's prospects of being 
first to finish. “The boai goes 
quite well in all conditions." he 
said. 

A fleet of 112 is expected to 

sail up on last year’s 99. 


Talk of extra rations marked 
die occasion below, but on 
deck the business of racing 
continues unabated. 

“The wind is slowly backing 
sou'west allowing a better 
course towards Hobart and 
Heath is moving well making 
9.5 knots under small head- 
sails and a reefed main. 

“There are frustrations. We 
are one of the boats to have 
suffered forestay failure and 
the jury rig makes reefing a 
cumbersome operatioa One 
cannot relax. Our minds are 
on the rig constantly: conser- 
vation the watchword. 

“Headsails are changed ear- 
ly and reefs held in place 
longer than we prefer, but we 
have to sail over the finish-line 
to Stand any chance of win- 
ning. The spectre of British 
Steel 2 pervades." 

British Steel the yachr dis- 
masted a week ago. was 
scheduled to link up with die 
cargo ship, NZ Pacific, last 
night and lake on enough 
diesel fad to allow the crew to 
motor directly to Wellington. 
There they wffl fit a new mast 
and rejoin the race. 
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FOOTBALL 
34) unless stated 
Premier League 

Arsenal v Lpewich 112.0) 

Blackburn v Leeds 

(all ticket) 


Crystal] 

Everton v Middlesbrough. 
Manchester City v 

Sheffield Utd 

Norwich v Tottenham 

(all ticket) 

Nottm Forest v OPR....™ — 

Qkffiam v Liverpool 

tell ticket. 5.0) 

Sheffield Wednesday v 

Manchester Utd (12.0) - — 

Bard: 

First 

Birmingham v Sunderland 

Brentford v Derby (124)) - 

Bristol City v Oxl^ Utd (11 .30) 

Cambridge Did v Peterborough 

(afltfcket, 124)) - P 

Chariton v WBsi Ham (12.® 

Grimsby v Barnsley 

Leicester v Notts county (11 JO) 

Luton v Swindon P 

Newcastle v Wolverhampton 

Portsmouth v Bristol Ftowre — . — .. 

Southend v Watford (12.0) ... 

Tranmere v MftwaQ 


Second division 

Blackpool v Bradford 

Bolton v Wigan - 

Bournemouth v Swansea— — 

Brighton v Burnley 

Exeter v Plymouth 

(a» ticket, 114? — 

Hartlepool v Hull 

Huddersfield v Preston - 

Layton Orient v Fulham {12.0} ...... 

Port Vale v Mansfield — — 

Reacting v Stoke (i.Q) 

Rotherham v Stoctoort 

West Bromwich v Chester 

Third division 
Cardiff v York 

Chesterfield v Lincoln (12.0) P 

Crewe v Wexham (120) — 

DarfingJonvCarfcie — 

GnfingramvSury- 

Haifaxv Doncaster (12.0) 

Hereford v Shrewsbwy (1249 

Northampton v Colchester 

flochdate v Scunthorpe 

Scarborough v Barnet - P 

Torquay v Watea* .... 

GM Vauxhall Conference 
Altrincham v Kettering 


Bath v JGddamknater . 


Boston v Weffing . 

Bramsgmve v Famborough 

Dagenham and Redbridge v Yeovil . 

Northwich v Gateshead 

Runcorn v Wltton - 

i v Msrtfi 

i v Macclesfield 

Telford vl 
Woking v Wycombe - 

Scottish League 
Premier division 

Celtic v Dundee Utd 

Dundee v Rangere 

Falkirk vHfoemian 

Hearts v Partiek 

Mathenrel v Aberdeen — .... 

St Johnstone v Airdrie 


First division 

Dumbarton v Morton 

Hanfitton v Cowdenbeath 

Kilmarnock v Dunfermline 

Raith v Ayr 

St Mirren v Clydebank. - — 

Second division 
Alloa v Atton 

East FBe v Stranraer 

East Stirling v Brechin 

Forfar v Montrose..- — 

Queen's Park v 

Stenhouaemulr (1 43Q) 

Terments Scottish Cup 
Second round 

HurtfyvQueen of South 

Inverness Thistle v Berwick (2.15) ..- 
D1ADORA LEAGUE: Premier dMston; 


Aytwtxxy « at Atom n TJW1: BaatogaoKa 
v Bogncr: Bromley v buMch (at DuSwfcn 
HarrSt); Carchaton v Sutton United 
(1130). Enfleto v Stevenage Borough 
ham; Grays v Wtanhoe tl laO): Harrow v 
Hendon: Hayes v Vending m.0); 
Kbndonan v Slates (1141): Mario* v 
ChoEhan ft 2m. tth&or and Eton v 
Wttdngham (1 1. ft . Hrrt dvtaion: Abingdon 
Town v Maxtanhaad; Avdey v Lsyion; 
Baridng v Puffiest; BfleriCfly V Habridfle 
Swifts; Bonham Wood v HteWp; Chattel 
Si Peter v Uxbridge: Lane v Dorking; 
Motet* v waton (to Horsham; Tootng 
and MdChamvCrwOoa Second dhrfskxc 
Bate v ware; Baritomaed v Heme! 
Hempstead; Egham v Chensey; 
Miigatford v NsHtxsy, Malden VS to v 
‘ Romfiam v Tifainy. Rutafip Manor 
aftran Wanan 


Harifton, Fta 
v Edgiare; 


Vrthem, 


Souitiefl v HfireMcfc Worthing v 
Lasthertwad (iatfl. Thfcd dMsto: Akler- 
etw> Town v fekham and Hounslow 
Borough; Bradmel v Cambarley: OaCte v 
East Irearock; Collar flow v HwrorvtoV 
Cove v Pdeisfekt, Had««e* Heart v 
Thame: Horsham v Epsom and Btot: 
Letoto v Tnng, Nofflwsod v Kingsbury. 
Royston v Hertford. 

HFS LOANS LEAGUE: Premier OrMOK 


Accrington Stsntey v Erriey: Bamw v 

Ftestwood: Bishop Auckland v Goals: 

Chortay v Honuich: Fncktay v Whaley Bay, 

Leek v Gainsborough: Mattock v Buxton; 

MooOcy v Dmyfetfen; Soutfipon v Manna; 

WuTskxd v Cofevyn Bay. Rret cMSkxu 

Altreion v Eastwood Town; Congteton v 

Mtamgton, Ctszon Aston v Caernarfon; 

Guteetoy v Harrogata: Lancaster Oty » 

Grama; Krmvsley v Ashton United; 
Necherfleid v Wortdnmxi; Baddlto Borough 
v Fare toy Cate: Hoseendala v Greet 
Hwwood: Worksop v Stepdto Abion. 

BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Premier <S- 

•tafcxc Alhetstans v Corty, BssMay v 

WBteriowaK Bute v VS Huoby (11.30). 
Chelmsford v Cambridge Ciy; Dorchester v 
Weymouth; Gloucester v Trowbridge; 
Halesowen v Chetenhsm; Hastings v 

Crawley, Hadnostod v Worcester (1130): 

Sotu v Moor Green (11-30). NSdtand 
dMelon; Bari » Newport APC; BfeKn v 

Bedworth; Bndgnorth v Dgdtey; Forest 

Green v Evesham; King's Lynn v Gronttiam; 
Leicester Iteed v Rusrtden and Diamonds; 
Nuneefon Borough vGreloy; RC Wamfckv 
Hinckley. Stoubndga v Reddteh; 
Temuorth v Site Coldfield; Yale v 
Weton-Guper-Mars. Southern (Svtsiotr. 

Braintree w Bekfack; Burnham v Gravesend 

and NorthHeet; Bury Town v Sudbury Town; 

Canterbury Coy v Margate; Foreham v 

Poole: Ftefta AWetic w Bdh and Bektoare; 


Havant v Newport IOW; Satebuy v 

Andover. SiitiiisPouma v Ashford; 
Weaktetone v Dunstable; Witey v 
Buadngfiam. 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE: Ards v 
Crusaders; Ballwtera v Glenavon; Canfckv 
Lame; CJrtorvSte v Bangor; Coisrato v 
BaOymena (3-30): Linfiafa v Gteooran; 
Omag^Tmm v Nawry; Ponadown v 

BOflD GAS LEAGUE OF HELAND: 


FOOTBALL 

BORO GAJ8 LEAGUE OF IRELAND: 
Punier Cfivtoiorc Bray Wanderers v Cork 

M IS): Deny Cty v St Pandfs Amtoe 
Drogheda United v sago Rows 
Urnanck v Bohemians (2.15). 
■ock Rovers v Dundalk 

(2.16). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

STONES BITTER CHAMPIONSHIP: First 
revision: St Helerav Wigan (3.10). Second 
chiton; Bramtoy v Swtexi (12X0; 
ftaheratone v Huddarafiatt (33J). Third 
cWtorc 


( 

ICE HOCKEY 

HEMEKBI NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
(Melon: Bracknel Bees v Noohgham 
Panthers; CartW Darts v Norwich and 
Peterborough; Durham Wasps v File 
Fhm; MwwWd facers v BAndtem 
Bonces; Whrttey Warriors v Humberside 
Seehewks. 


Premier dMston: Shetooume v Wateriud 

Pfo) 

KDMCA LEAGUE OF WALES; Aber- 
gawnriy w HawrfcwJwest; Abaystwytfr v 
&bw Vale: Alan Lido w her Caron: Briton 

Ferry v Maasteg Parte Htfywel v Bangor. 

Uanali v Cwmbran (12U): Uanidoos v 

Caetsws; Moto v Cormah'E (Xtoy: Newtown 

» Conwy, Porthmadog y Flnl Town. 

NORTHERN LEAGUE; Firm dMston: 
Chester Ls Steal v Duham Qty; Conseo v 
Scrtram Red Sun Hebbum v Brandon; 
Murion v West Auckland: Newcastle Blue 
Star v BMii Spartans; Petertoe Newtown v 
Stoddon; SoUh v FarrytiH AWcaic; 
Tew Law v Northateton. Whlby v 
Gueborough. 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES 
LEAGLE Premier rMton: Bttahtlrosea v 
Ttotree; Dlssv Norwich Untetf.Patenhamv 
Wattoo; Fefewwn v StowmarkeC 
Gortoaton v Oram Yermomh; Hatsaead v 
Cornard. Harwich and Pakaaon v 
Branitam Athletic; Haton v Chatteris; 

Lowestoft v Wfrastawn; Newmartcel v Haver- 

hH; Wisbech v March Towa 

BASS NORTH WEST COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Rret dMston: Atherton LR v 
CWheroe; Barnber Bridge v Darwen: Back- 
pod Rowers v Blackpool Mechancs; 
Bradtord Park Avenue v Chaddenon: 
Buscough v SkeUnersdate: Gkssop North 
End v Maine Road (Mar4; Kkkgnwe 
Athletic v Nartmdi; Nowcaaae Town v 
Eastwood Hanley. Psmtfi w BaopBor- 
ough; St Hates w Pretax*. SaBord v Rxton. 

ARTHURIAN LEAGUE: Premier dMton: 
Old Carthusians v Old CftgweOans; Old 
Matvemlsns v Old Chmrnetetenc. Rna 
dMston: Old Brertwoods v CM 
Atoenhamens. 

RUGBY UNION 

30 unless smed 
Swalec Cup 
Fourth round 

Oakdale vDunvant (2^0) 

Club matches 

Aboravon v Neath (2J0) 

BalhvCWton...... 

Bridgend v Maesteg (2^30) 

Bfletol v Newport.. 

BrougWon Park v Sale C.15) 

Cardiff v Pontypridd (2 jQ) 

Ctarkston v Ayr (2.0) 

Corstonpiiine v Cume (2.0) 

Dundee HSFPvK" “ ““ 

Bbbw Vale v Abertill 

iv Preston Grasshoppers (2.15) 
■Highv 

. ^..'Academkate (2-0) 
Souresteryf ' 

Kfimamock v' 

UaneUi v London Welsh bj, 

London Jrish v Old MUWlfene. 

Melrose v JectForest (2.0) 

MoiteyvOttey - 


MaseJeyv Coventry P 

(now Monday. December 28) 

Nmtndge v Btaina (2430) 

Newcastle Gosforth v Northern 

Northarrmton v Stirfcng County C 

Peebles v Ro^I High (2.0) 

Fontypool v Tredegar.^ 

Stewarts Mel FP v Gala (2.0) 

WStsonians v Heriots FP (2.(5 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

3.0 unless stated 

STONES BITTB1 CHAMPKWSHP: Rret 
dhriston: Haltex v Bradtord; l-UI v Sheffield 
L15); Leeds v CasUetort (11 SO): Satora v 
t Postponed: Warrington v Wtones; 
HOd v Hoi KR. Second dMskm: 
OUtam v FtorMale. Third 
(12j0); Huratet 


Postponed: 

cfivtslon: De 


i;W 

Postponed: Doncaster v KBghley. 

HOCKEY 

County match 

Lancashire v Cheshire 

(at Crosby, 1030) - 

ICE HOCKEY 

HE1NEKEN NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
dMsfcm: fife Byers v MunayfeJd Racers; 
Huntoerelde Seshawta v BradmeU Bees 



RACING 
Call O 89 T 5 W) 123 

Resuhs 

Call 0891 100123 


FOOTBALL 

Reports sod scores from 
the FA Premier League 

Call 0839 555 562 

Reports aod scons from die 
Barclays sad Scottish leagues 

Call 0839 555 512 


CaHsaf3 

48pper 


other times ine VAT 
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Doumen relishing the chance to do battle again 





Doumen: optimistic 


F rancois Doumen has never 
been afraid to take on the 
British, whether at 
Kempton. Ascot, Chelte nh a m — 
or Margate and Sheemess. 

The Kent seaside towns provid- 
ed France's top jumps trainer with 
a taste of a not so cordial entente 
when he was there as a teenager 
more than 35 years ago. “I came 
over on a couple of summer 
holiday trips, involving family 
swaps, to Sheemess and Margate. 
We had endless fights with the 
Teddy Boys. 

"Us French boys had to defend 
ourselves because they were using 
chains and everything — just 
because we were pinching their 
girlfriends." be recalled, with a 
twinkle in his eye. 

This afternoon at Kempton, the 
still gfamorous-tooking Doumen 
continues a more peaceful love 
affair with the British Mien he 


runs The Fellow in the King 
George VI Chase, which he won 
last year. 

Five Christmases have passed 
since Kemp ton’s Boxing Day 
faithful were stunned into silence 
by a long-shot trained by an 
unknown Frenchman, who had 
the temerity to beat their beloved 
Desert Orchid m the feature race. 
Nupsala’s 25-1 victory continued 
Domnen’s ability to surprise. 

He was bran in 1940 "on the 
ra ad," as he puts it. during the 
German invasion. His mother had 
been sent south tty her husband 
and Doumen minor chose a spot 
in the Dordogne to enter the 
world. 

Although his father trained 
horses at Maisons-Laffitte and 
Francois rode as an amateur 
jockey for 20 years, fete did its 
best to prevent him from follow- 
ing in his father's footsteps. 


Rich ard Evans finds France's top National Hunt 
trai ner in confident mood as he seeks a third 
King George VI Chase victoiy at Kempton today 


After spending two years at a 
veterinary school, he became as- 
sistant to his father, somewhat 
reluctantly. “He was a very diffi- 
cult man. I could not get on with 
him so I pushed off to South 
Africa in 1970." 

Apart from playing a lot of polo, 
Doumen set up a highly successful 
fashion import business in Johan- 
nesburg, and married Elizabeth. 

“My father had a heart attack 
quite suddenly and he wanted me 
foirif- I came baric in 1977 and 
took over where he left off. When 
he felt better, he sacked me, so I 
moved to Chantilly." 

Success was not slow in coining 


on the Flat and over the jumps, 
bat his derision to cross die 
Channel in search of National 
Hunt glory owes much to chance, 
and Oliver Sherwood. 

“Nupsala was a horse who 
hated heavy ground. After Octo- 
ber I could not take him to Auteufl 

because it was too soft At that 
stage Oliver Sherwood came oot 
here, possibly to buy Nupsala 
before the King George. 

‘The deal didn’t go through but 
I explained to Oliver the difficulty 
about getting decent ground tor 
Nupsala. He said if I went to 
Kempton, it would be good 
ground, even if it rained. He 


virtually guaranteed me good 
ground. 

"Nupsala was unexploited m 
France because of the lack of good 
ground, so I took him to Kempton 
and you know the result When 

you start like that you are keen to 

come back. It is all Oliver’s fault if 

I beat you again," he joked. 

A S he supervises die 60 
horses stabled at Lamor- 
laye and a few more resting 
on his form in Normandy. 
Doumen follows a distinctive 
home-spun philosophy. 

"Any horse should be happy in 
his head so they can't be forced to 
do anything. Secondly, because 
they axe athletes, 1 Cry to have 
them out of their boxes for the 

max i mum amo unt of time.” 

The Fellow, in common with 
other future runners, goes out for 
exercise twice in the morning and 


is ted or ridden for 45 minute ita 

evening- "Hat 

manage to be out of their poxes 
for three hours a day. It 
to achieve, because it costs money, 
but it is important" 

As we chatted near one of 
Laxnoriaye’s treekned gaHops. 
The Fellow moved into view with a 
group of Doumen’s twwarolds. 

^Look how supple and 

is," Doumen said. “He bounces 

like a rubber ball" 

It seems hard to believe The 
Fellow is only seven. He was third 
in the King George 
old. and has been beaten a short 
head in each of the last two 
runnings of the Gold Cup. But the 
best could still be to come. 

“This year has been one of 
enormous improvement. 
Doumen said. “He has settled 
down a bit more and I am sure ne 
has yet to reach his prime. 


Pressure to attack for sake of Test cricket’s future 

Richardson South Af rica must 

mayopt 

for greater take much more 

positive approach 

From Richard Streeton in port Elizabeth 


variety 

Melbourne West Indies may 
gamble by playing only three 
fast bowlers when the second 
Test match against Australia 
begins today at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. 

Richie Richardson, die West 
Indies captain, said yesterday 
he would make a decision 
minutes before the start of 
play. "Well wait because I’m 
sure they still have some work 
to do on the pitch." Richard- 
son said. 

Richardson is considering 
playing only Ian Bishop, Curt- 
ly Ambrose and either Patrick 
Patterson or Courtney Walsh. 
He would rely on the medium- 
pace bowling of Phil Simmons 
and the off spin of Car! 
Hooper for extra variety. 

West Indies are suffering 
from lack of match practice 
after a four-day match against 
Victoria in Bendigo was 
washed out “The preparation 
we’ve had is not what we 
would like, but we can’t do 
anything about it” Richard- 
son said. "We have to make 
foe best of what we have got 
and I firmly believe we are 
good enough to beat 
Australia." 

The Australia captain, Allan 
Border, said his team was 
confident after drawing the 
first Test in Brisbane. “I would 
have thought we came out 
with a points derision from 
Brisbane." Border said. 

“We outplayed them on the 
last day and we were the only 
team that could win it after 
lunch. Every Test match in 
Melbourne, though, is a toss 
of foe coin. You rarely get two 
wickets the same and it’s 
always a bit of a guessing 
game as to what to do." (A P) 


SOUTH Africa and India 
have foe additional onus of 
trying to ensure foe five-day 
game's future in this country 
when foe thud Test match 
starts here today. All foe usual, 
inherent pressures will be 
there but the players must also 
make certain that it remains a 
competitive match to the end. 

Only then might foe public 
be persuaded that Test cricket 
can be worthwhile. After 22 
years’ isolation from Test 
match play. South African 
spectators have become more 
indoctrinated than anywhere 
else in foe world to one-day 
games and their instant but 
repetitive pattern. 

It would be altruistic to 
expect either side to take 
excessive risks. Any repetition, 
however, of foe tame finish to 
the second Test match in 
Johannesburg last month 
would be damaging. On the 
final day both captains settled 
for a draw to spoil what bad 
been a fluctuating match. 

Rain caused the first Test in 
Durban to be drawn and two 
inconclusive games have been 
reflected by dismal ticket sales 
for this Test and the fourth at 
Cape Town over new year. 

Wessels, the South Africa 
captain, has acknowledged 
openly that he has to adopt a 
more positive polity. He has 
foe comforting knowledge 
that South Africa entered this 
Test brimful of confidence 
after a dominant 5-2 success 
in foe limited-overs series. 
Injuries deprived South Africa 


of a front-line bowler during 
each of foe first two Tests but 
in both they were extraordi- 
narily cautious. 

South Africa’s main assets 
have proved to be their fast 
bowlers, Donald and McMil- 
lan. the joint spearhead, to- 
gether with their brilliant 
fielding. Apart from Wessels, 
though, foe South African 
batting has looked brittle. The 
suspicion remains that South 
Africa are an inspirational 
one-day side rather than an 
efficient Test team. 

India have Med to play to 
their potential on this tour. 
Several batsmen, notably 
Azharuddin, Shastri and 
Manjrekar. have been incon- 
sistent. Their bowlers, too, 
have not proved as penetrative 
as was hoped. It has led to 
criticism at home, and 



Azharuddin: uniter fire 


WORTHINGTON 
BEST BITTER 
485ml CANS 


This announcement only relates 
to Worthington Best Bitter cans of the 
new 485ml size with Best Before dates 
on the base earlier than 27th June 
1993. 

There is a very slight risk that 
due to early manufacturing faults, 
small, loose pieces of plastic may be 
present in such cans. 

As a precautionary measure, 
please take all such cans back to the 
shop from which they were bought for 
a full refund 

For further information please 
phone: 

0800 272027 (Freephone) 


(from): K C Wessels 
ran. P N Ittsten. J N 


Azharuddin has said he will 
review his position as captain 
after the fourth and final Test 
“The captain can only be as 
good as ms players make him 
to be, but he is is always held 
responsible Mien things go 
wrong," Azharuddin was re- 
ported to have said yesterday. 
“There is moral accountability 
and I will have to take a 
decision about this in Cape 
Town." 

It should help foe Indians 
here, though, that the pitch at 
St George's Park these days 
has a reputation for being slew 
and low. with a tendency to 
become worn. In spite of an 
appalling away record — In- 
dia have gone 23 Tests with- 
out a win outside their own 
country — there is a new, 
determined mood in foe tour- 
ing team. It has been fuelled 
not least by untimely criticism 
of their performances from 
home. 

Neither side has announced 
its tram but foe grapevine has 
it that, for the first time, the 
Indians intend to indude 
three spin bowlers, with the 
left-arm Raju joining Kumble 
and Shastri. South Africans 
have little experience against 
the turning ball and this 
would be an attacking move 
by India. 

South Africa, too. have hint- 
ed they are striking out for a 
definite result with Henry, 
foe left-arm spinner, certain to 
play as a fifth bowler and 
Pringle likely to be foe fast 
bowler omitted. Cronje or 
Cullinan, a new cap. vie for foe 
last batting place. 

SOUTH AFRICA . 

(capo. A C Hudson. 

Rhodes, W J Crania. D J Culman, B M 
McMlfcm. D J Richardson, O Henry, C R 
Matthews, M W Pringle, A A Donald. B N 
SchuJO. 

INDIA (homy. M Azhauddte (cap!). R J 
Shasta. W V Raman. S V Manjrekar. 5 R 
Tendutar. P KAmre, Kapl Dev. KS Mora 
M Prabhakar, A R Kumtta, S L V Raju. J 
Srinath. 

Umpires: D R Shepherd (Eng). R E 
Koertzen and W Dteckrcks (SAj. 

RX match referee: M J K Smith (Eng). 

Pakistan will 
unleash 
fierce Waqar 

Wellington: Waqar Younis, 
foe fast bowler, is poised to 
pose the biggest threat to New 
Zealand in the Pakistan tour 
which begins today, Ramiz 
Raja, foe Pakistan vice-cap- 
tain. predicted yesterday. 
Waqar, 21. is making his first 
visit to New Zealand after 
missing the World Cup earlier 
this year because of injury. 

Ramiz said he believed con- 
ditions in New Zealand will 
suit Waqar better than those 
in Australia. “New Zealand 
wickets "will suit him a lot. 
because there is not as much 
bounce here as Australia," 
Ramiz said. “They are ideal 
wickets for Waqar because he 
basically likes to bowl a fuller 
length ball and he gets a lot of 
Ibw decisions. He wasn’t get- 
ting them in Australia because 
they were hitting a little bit 
higher." 

Ramiz believes New Zea- 
land crowds will appreciate 
Waqart ability. The young 
fast bowler forms world crick- 
et's most feared new-baD at- 
tack with left-armer Wasim 
Akram. “Waqar is a fierce 
competitor and I think New 
Zealanders win find it great 
watching him,” Ramiz said. 

The opening one-day inter- 
national of the series is befog 
played here today. It will be 
followed by games in Napier 
on Monday and Auckland on 
Wednesday. The tone Test 
match will be at Hamilton 
from January 2 to 6. (AP) 





Service industry: Scullard goes through his paces during the Cellnet tournament 

Tennis hopefuls slug it out 
in pursuit of a net profit 


IN LESS than three weeks, 
the tennis money-go- round 
will start up again for 1993 
with foe Australian Open. On 
offer will be a fat pay-cheque 
and, for foe winner, a host of 
endorsement contracts. As the 
top players get younger, so 
their earning potential grows. 
Edberg, Becker and Courier 
are in their early or middle 
20s. and yet they have earned 
more than $25 million be- 
tween them. 

But at the bottom of foe 
tennis ladder, life is a little 
different. Before Christmas a 
group of British hopefuls were 
playing in foe Cellnet singles 
challenge in Basingstoke in 
the hope of winning foe 
£1,000 prize, a generous re- 
ward in British tennis terms. 
As only foe lucky few have a 
sponsor, the money is all 
important. 

“It's like a fresh start at foe 
age of 24," Paul Scullard said 
For foe first time since he 
began pfayfog tennis at the 
age of 11 he has found a 


By Auk Ramsay 

sponsor to help to cover his 
travel and tournament ex- 
penses. The deal |ives him the 
freedom to take tone off from 
his coaching job and play 
more tournaments, gaining 
experience, and with luck and 
hard work, ranking points to 
launch his career. 

Like most aspiring players. 
S cullard is caught in the tennis 
world's Catch 22. Tennis is 
lucrative at the top level, but to 
get there he must play more 
tournaments to gain a rank- 
ing. Pfayfog tournaments 
costs money, so to earn the 
cash he is a coach, which 
leaves him little time to focus 
on his own game. 

Even the youngest players at 
Basingstoke realise the true 
cost of starting out on the 
professional riraiit David 
GatereD is 1 4 and determined 
to make his living from tennis, 
but already his coaching fees 
atone are £600 a month. 

Training at foe Warren 
Jacques Academy in Wimble- 
don. an hour and a half s drive 


from his Hampshire home, 
GatereQ is about to start 
working with Andrew Castle 
and sees his future dearly 
planned “I want to start 
playing professional at 16. 
but my parents are going to 
have to help a lot at first” he 
said “As soon as I can I want 
to take a coaching exam so 1 
can find a place where I can 
coach and play." 

The eventual champion. 
Michael Wyeth, is already on 
the treadmill at the age of 19. 
He works at the Royal Berk- 
shire dub for four or five hours 
a day, and next year he plans 
to try his hick on the satellite 
circuit. “That can cost £2,000- 
£3.000 for a four-week series,” 
he said. “There are a tot of big- 
money tournaments to play, 
butyou need ranking points to 
get in." 

However, despite foe finan- 
cial costs nobody shows any 
sign of giving up the struggle. 
“I love tennis, I love teaching 
it,” Scullard said “I wouldn't 
have any other job." 



Hopeful trio: ScuDand, left, Gaterrel and Wyeth discuss the way ahead 


GYMNASTICS 

Coaches 
planning 
a route to 
Atlanta 

BY PETER AYKROYD 

THE British Amateur Gym- 
nastic Association will start 
preparations for foe 1 996 
OljTOpic Games with a sym- 
posium for leading coaches at 
Lflleshall National Sports 
Centre on January 8. Methods 
of selection and programmes 
of training will be discussed so 
that foe most talented gym- 
nasts can be picked well in 
advance and conditioned to 
reach peak form in time for 
Atlanta. 

Both men and women will 
have a harder struggle than 
ever for Olympic success. 
While the men's team quali- 
fied for Barcelona last year by 
joining the elite top 12 coun- 
tries, experienced seniors such 
as Terry Bartlett and James 
May will have retired by 
1996. 

The British women are pres- 
ently ranked seventeenth and 
their new Romanian national 
coach. Adrian Stan, has the 
initial objective of upgrading 
their position by at least two 
places before considering 
Olympic qualification. 

At foe same time, new 
countries such as Belarus, 
Ukraine and Russia will swell 
the numbers of leading com- 
petitive nations, effectively 
pushing countries such as 
Britain further down the 
world league table. 

Trials for the world champi- 
onships at Birmingham in 
April have been announced. 
For men, they are foe London 
Open at Harrow on February 
14, with foe finals at Crawley 
on March 7. Women will be 
selected first at LQleshall on 
January 23 and then after the 
match against Bulgaria at 
Liverpool on January 29. 

At Birminghan, gymnasts 
will compete for individual 
overall and individual appara- 
tus medals. 




±32 


ATHLETICS 


NEWTON AVCUFFE Lampight fl 
road race (Newton Aycffite) i, P 
attend). 24min i2soc: 2. G 

5 Cattard (Leeds Cay). 28-40: Z N 
gmwttteys-58. 3. P Jorea (Cm 

1. M BtooJBeJgrave) and J Ryte <Be 

6 788 yds, 2. J Gladwn (Bt 
J*! 1 iHercUes Wimbtecta 
* «^W*<Sa*wn ant 
V 8m 287yds. 


RUGBY UNION 


18-GROUP MATCH- Middlesex II Sunny 


basketball 


national association 

wsttey: Etoston Celtics 98. H 
94; Chartotre Homan 
PtKons 9S: Cleveland C; 
teftana Pacers 104: Golden ! 

Date. Mavericks 97. L 
Mg™ Heat 86: Sacrament. 

107. Washington aaas as. 

11 ijDwvw Nuggets ge. Sm, 
cs 90. Los Angeles Lakers 71 


CYCLING 


RASTER CYCLING FEOER 
Cross Christmas morning & 

t*«}; a 


ICE HO 


NATIONAL LEAGUE i 

Buteta Sabrac 

Whateis 3, Ta 
Mew Tori, islanders 6. 

toil. Chicago Blad 

2. Prifcfcurctf 

{•gPjw Byaa 

KBS?***" 


KUALA LUMPUR 
i *AJth Kora at pn 


WORLD R* 
riotericato b 

Gaucr. Fii. i 

* foe. Rl. 

l Fj Hum 
Hchim, Fr), 
Pftipon. Fn. 
iCaniHDiacc 
EuropafiBK 

Vuotxh W.ur 
PRB Solo N* 
•0, Everiost/K 





■"X 


ain 


* 


'i ! V 




vucn 
'^inning 

? °“te it 

^ianm 




0 

5 



THE TIMES SATURDAY DECEMBER 1992 


RACING 23 


The Fellow for Kempton encore 


THE Fellow can justify his 
position as a short-priced fa- 
vourite in the King George VI 
Chase at Kempton mis after- 
noon. He is my nap. 

A year ago. The Fellow 
came to Kempton as a 10-1 
chance, but belied those odds 
with a decisive success. His 
irresistible rise over the last 
two seasons hilly vindicates 
the place he now occupies at 
the head of the betting market 

Aside from beating Dock- 
lands Express by a length and 
a half here, he has twice been a 
short-head second in the Gold 
Cup, first to Garrison Savan- 
nah and then to Cool Ground. 

Despite those fine efforts at 
Cheltenham, he is probably 
better suited by this two fur- 
longs shorter trip and less 
demanding finish. 

This season, after two wins 
victories at Auteuil. he was a 
creditable third under list 
131b in the Hennessy Gold 
Cup at Newbury last month, 
despite finding the ground 
softer than he luces. 

Francois Doumen, The Fel- 




low’s trainer, is exuding confi- 
dence and with his charge’s 
top-dass form, the track and 
faster ground in his favour, he 
is undoubtedly the one to be at, 

Given The Fellow's cram- 
ped odds, there is every incen- 
tive to look for some each-way 
value. Bradbury Star, runner- 
up to Miinnehoma in last 
season's Sun Alliance Chase at 
Cheltenham, is second favour- 
ite, but his two and a half 
lengths third to Deep Sensa- 
tion (received 1 21b) at Ascot 
last time is not conclusive 
proof that he can negotiate 
this step up in grade. 

Docklands Express, who 
has more than once demon- 
strated his ability at this level, 
could be a better proposition. 
Following his second in the 
race last year, he added a 
third, a length behind The 
Fellow, in the Gold Cup. and a 
reproduction of that level of 
form would make him the 
main danger here. 


Kim Bailey’s booking of 
Peter Scudamore, the champi- 
on jockey, provoked plenty of 
ante-post interest in stable 
companion Kings Fountain, 
but his most important success 
in a conditions race, the 
Mart ell Chase at Ain tree last 
April, was gained only at the 
expense of dear leader Arctic 
Call's last-fence faQ. 

Tipping Tim has been in 
excellent form this season but 
aside from moving up in class, 
could find the drying ground 
against him. 

With Cab On Target an 
absentee. The Triplepnnt Fri- 
th am Novices’ Chase should 
rest between Barton Bank 
and Forest Sun. who meet for 
the third time this season. 

At Cheltenham earlier this 
month, their confrontation 
was robbed of its significance 
when Forest Sun fell three 
fences out leaving Barton 
Bank to come home dear of 
Young Hustler. 

What might have happened 
can only be guesswork, but 
Barton Bank had earlier beat- 


en Forest Sun by 1 2 lengths at 
Worcester and is again taken 
to get the better his old rival. 

Qualifair Sound has The 
Ladbroke next month on his 
agenda but can collect a good 
prize en route in the Bonus- 
print Handicap Hurdle. 

He was returning from a 
two-month absence when win- 
ning a competitive handicap 



Bafley: double-handed 
in King George 


at Doncaster by five lengths 
earlier this month and can 
improve further for that run. 

Satin Lover goes from 
strength to strength and can 
complete a five-tuner in the 
Bonusphoto Novices’ Huitfle 
while Bishops Island, whose 
easy win at Uttoxeter last time 
suggested he is getting the 
getting the hang of jumping 
fences, can continue his 
progress in the Bonusfilm 
Novices' Chase. 

Jenny Pitman’s decision to 
run The Illywh acker in the 
King George should leave the 
way dear for Milford Quay in 
the Mid Season Chase, the 
principal race at Wincanton. 
Milford Quay fell when hold- 
ing every chance in the 
Tnpleprint Grid Cup at Chel- 
tenham and would have more 
to do if this were a handicap. 

Setter Country's attempt at 
a treble was denied by a third 
to Qyphrate at Ascot last time, 
but that was still a respectable 
effort in a good race. She can 
resume winning ways in the 
Boring Day Handicap Chase. 





MANDARIN 
12.45 Satin Lover. 

1.15 Barton Bank. 

1 .45 Quafitalr Sound. 

2.20 THE FELLOW (nap). 
2.50 Bishops Island. 

3.20 Petosku. 


THUNDERER 
12.45 Satin Lover. 
1.15 Barton Bank. 
1.45 KAHEft (nap). 
2^0 The Fetow. 
2-50 Bishops Island. 
SL20 Top JavaOn. 


RICHARD EVANS: 2£0 The FeUow. 2£0 Dusty Mfller. 

The Times Private HandJcapper’s tap rating: Z2Q THE FELLOW. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT 


SIS 


12.45 BONUSPHOTO NOVICES HURDLE 

{£4,435: 2m) (11 runners) 


P Holey B2 

~ HAfcCoorf m 
P Scudamore 78 
RDoiModr — 

VH- 6AIOOUGE GLEM 323 (D.&S) IS Emtfricns} 1 Mud 5-11-0 □ Monty 87 

PS JARZON DMCHt 7 (B FouBns) D Wbm 4-11-0 D Bridgwater - 


30F-11 BG BEAT 21 (DA P RKtanfe) D Qsworib 4-11-5 - 
till SA7M LOVER 14 (D.OS) ff> Half N filter 4-11-5. 

40 HARFORD LAD 14 (Mb C HnfecofftK) J FbcIbm 5-11-0 

FARAT 70F (Lud Smyfflfaio) N Nauseam 4-11-0. 


PLAY GAMES 467F (Lady Etoa Mays-SmKh) Lajy Etas Hap-Satti 4-11-0 A Toy - 

2-1 RUSSELL DAUJS 45 (DJj) {KatedUp D dvs fataQj S Sbenmd 5-11 -0 ttPcntt 89 

60320-2 TEXAN TyCOOM 28 (BF)fMontanflyS)p«Jjj»3a^BAWiBS 4-1 1-0_ NON-RUNNER - 

VALIANT WORDS 26F (B Smffli) R Atom 5-11-0 AltagdB - 

SUPER DQ 7B4F (Ms J Mould) N Twstan-DMB 5-10-9 CUnritya - 

BETTOR 44 Sflh LiW. 5-1 RibseI Date. 6-1 Bg BnL B-1 FnL 10-1 Baton) L*L 12-1 Gutoge Sea. 
14- 1VUM Worta. 16-1 OBMS. 

1991: TOAVADD 5-H4 R Dumody (5-2 tar) N Hmfciscn 13 an 

FORM FOCUS 


8£ BEAT beJ RorN Plpn 41 Ins 13-ninf aorice 
tnmfeaD tell? 4 Sandwn J2m 110yd. tea «L 
SATO LOVER bed Dreamers OattgH Mil tte9- 
ruma grade V laurels Notes' Hunfle a Cheten- 
hn (2m 1L sol). PienoMdy. bea Renan lad 10 
tn It 7 -Miner grade I Kama) Gale Notes' Hur- 
tle e) Ascot Km llOjd. good b sod} rrt& 
HARFORD LAD (HD better 08) 121 4flL BAN- 


DOUGE GLEN 171 4tfi o(14 to tMtnra Blaze Id 
note ludte at Nwtay pm 41 120yd. good). 
RUSSH1 DAJiiS bo* Searctarap Btjresa filin 
in ll-nmer note hudte at Hqtorx pm. sfl). 
FARAT. awl state tmftaper on lie Flat. 
10U 3rd oi 24 to forage crap a to CeseneWi 
to 


1 .1 5 TRIPLEPRMT FELTHAM NOVICES CHASE 

(Grade I: £19,330: 3m) (6 runners) 

301 134160 AfBJCWNBEV CHEF 15 (G) (W Dora) DGandoito 6-11-7. — , QUcOwt 73 

202 201-111 BAR1W BMK 14 (G5) (Ms J Mrid) 0 HcMson 6-11-7 Rtkmooy S 

203 112-111 (MB ON TARGET 14 p,6£)(ltoJFiM) Ms MRMier 6-11-7 — NOHRWB1 - 

104 4F64-54 CASTWG TIME 15 (SSr Eric Parte) 0 Barera 6-11-7 * SB 

205 144-311 OUKYNS BOV 8 [S)(A Pifai) N TnhUo-Dnte 7-11-7 PSctefflon 84 

206 103-21F FOREST Sffl W (Cnj.OJS) (M Jadcon BoorMnA Ltd} E Bakfea 7-11-T^ Itogto 92 
6ET7NG: 4-5 Sate ft* W foe* Sm. 7-2 Mm Bop. 14-1 Antoney B*4 50-1 (Me Tine. 

1891: MUTARE 6-11-7 B ftmooHr pi-B toil » tedmen 9 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


ARDCROWY CHEF M Notary Nwell HliU 
10-rumo note daee at Hueogden Cm « 

mw g m Bmm baw begycwpHite 

71 n a twiner note dwe at CMtaftani pm 
51. SOD) nrftii FOREST SUN (4»WN ofl B*eiy 
ten* Mbn ted 3 out „ , ^ 

WREST SUN carter combrtable 71 moner km 


iBnudCheOeolampmAtlic 

n-VSJHeKSb: 

ton, DAKYNS BOV canHetod dMbla ten toe- 
ing Cmdeifl Caoage i9 to a 14iuner note 


Sekcdorr 


a TohobM pin 61 wig. 
CAB ON TARGET 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

T Thomson Jones 
NTlrttf 
N Henderson 
S Stewood 
G Kanmod 
M Ape 


Was 

8 

4 

16 

3 

4 
11 


Rns 

% 

JOCKEYS 

WBteR 

totes 

% 

19 

42.1 

A Toy 

3 

10 

300 

14 

284 

fl Durwoody 

a 

116 

25.0 

63 

25.4 

P Scudsnn 

13 

re 

19.7 

12 

S.0 

M Ptan 

6 

32 

IKS 

T7 

215 

G UcCoat 

TO 

a 

17 2 

47 

23.4 

W Pans 

8 

57 

144 


1.45 BOKUSPHffl HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£4,402: 2m) (12 nmners) 

301 021122 I0LCASH 21 (BJ)AS)(JWWbOP Hedger 4-12-0 

302 10404)1 QUAUMR SOU* 14 (CO.F.&Sl (P Bctorterl J Bottartey 4-11-10. 

303 43-2142 l£TBBBM0€ 18 (D/ASJ (D OnugW) NTfeda 6-1M 

304 10-2551 VICEWr JffiTHt 7 OLFfl-S) (E Broom) P l*iphy 7-11-2 (6a} 

3t6 40-3420 KETT1 35 (BertsWre Componatts UQ DMHns 7-1 M_ 

306 6640-00 BOOKCASE 10F (BAF.G) (Adn» LU) D Bsantti 5-10-10 

307 130-34 HASHAR 7 (BOUF) (W Brand 0 Bswodb 4-10-7— _____ 

308 4/3334 SUUJ BOY 42 pj=) (L Uteri Mss B Smta 7-106 

309 6GSU4 KAHS1 7 (D.F.6} f todta) N CHaalaB 5-10-3 

310 412-246 KAYTAK 29 (D^) (T Uybs & Co fCmlractn) LW) J JertUns 5-10-2 _ 

311 BZ621-6 MADRAJ21 (Dfl [P Slafc) R Bte 4-104L 


Plfcen 92 

— JJDokn ® 
_ G McCann 84 
_ CUeteyn 91 

D Bridgwder 93 

— P Holey 98 

— H Daria 93 
_ AMegte BB 

— D Maptiy 93 
nDUMWd)i 93 

2nd pnl 85 


312 011-640 NOBLENSSHT 14 (BJLBFJF^) (todgN Cartons Ud) M Pipe W04) _ P Scudamore 90 
Long hadkap: ttodal M, Nte tetfl W. 

EETrafi: 5-1 Hate. 6-1 nam. 7.1 Vlcetw Jesw. B-i Kte. OualBair Sound. 10-1 Kaytak. KHL NoUe 
Intel 12-1 Le Temeake. SOI Boy. 14-1 Btese. 

1991: RODEO STAR 5-10-6 G HcCon (5-1) K TteBer 13 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


HLCASH Ml 2nd oMO to tenet tola aadeB 
Htffiam W rtondcap Hnfie at Sandmm On 
110yd, beery]- Prwtajshr, beat Fhe imps w In 
ItHumr a hadcau hide at Sodnm pm 
llOrf^owno sol), te SUUJ BW (8b bettor 

SSautaIr’sOUND bed HoMntoy 9 m a 12- 
mmer hanficap hunk a Doncastn (2m 110yd. 
to soto. L£ THfitfffiE he ben note 
4t2bd of 6 id Phils mde be note 


chase at M ate te en Pm II HOyd, good to nfl). 
WCEROT JESTER beat BOUezza HI In xB-moer 
tortl e a Ascot (2m 41. salt). 

_ , 22t4tool 5 in &jd>:4i Stela a tutfieal 

Ascot (ton 110yd. aotn. will KAffil 301 5ft. 
KAYTjVfs bed (Boat flfcrt «s ate 2HI toad at 
B to hl5<y Uogii to a bmdop budle N Natbay 
liOya. good), otoi SUUJ BCreptobter 

SatodOK OUAUTAH SOWD 


2.20 KING CEOilGE VI CHASE 

(Grade I: £44,500: 3m) (B nmners) 

RUNNERS & RIDERS — SEE RIGHT 


2.50 


B0NUSFVLN WAYWARD LAD NOVICES CHASE 

(£7,570: 2m 4f 110yd) (8 runners) 

501 23-PI1P ASHUL0 COPSE 14 gLBF.GJi) (M b P L ode) 6 Mnood 8-11-4 MMMt 7B 

502 122-5F1 BISHOPS 1SUND 8 KLS) Jjad lAstey) 0 tOdutau 6-1T-4 ROunwody 91 

503 2D2-3F1 0068(728 (D£5) (Pri-mefl Paovs] ATnefl Hl-4 2wlpref 82 

5CH 2310-12 DUS1Y I4UER 14 (D.G^) IBateriap D ob Radoij) S Shnaood 6-11-4 PScudanon B 


505 335-114 HGHIHG WORDS 38 PJS) (PnB-ndl PannenO J GBtad 6-11-4. 

506 112211 ST AIHANSIAD 59 (BJfl {Gayer Estate UdOR Cede 7-11-4_ 
502 3Q2-P2U LAOBIA6A7 ffLF.G) (Dito of AM) G ft4dng B-11-0. 


DUaphy 79 
D Moots 67 

AktaaOm 80 


508 141542 SMTTm LAW 22 ODJF/.a^(HWteJBtonk 6-158 Nteamson 88 

BETTM& 1M Bbbopi WmL 1M DtfrMto. 52 Aafdokl Ctee. 6-1 Wttg Writ. 8-1 Satan Lane. 
12-1 UOuat in St Aim Lai 

1991: POETIC HM 6-11-7 M FM* (14-1) Ite S Sraft B ran 

FORM FOCUS 


AStFOlD COPS beat Pita's Coat 19 to 1 16- 
riBnef rate ctes at ftnfingdar (toa ^ lltyii' 

S I to sofl)J BtSHOPS tSLMC beat Falher Tena 
a 9-nmer note ctw » Ukader pm JT. 

D^lVlIUfil lOltoid o(8 to rib On Taqet h a 
note chase a Donaer pm a HOyd, gonQ. 
Previously. DM DuMn FtywHtoa 9-nmr nov- 
Ice ctaseft He*buy_Pm4l good toad}. RGHT- 


NG WORDS beat 


6- 


nmariste eban to Wetooby Pm, good). ST 
A7HAN5 UD DM Aento-Otee 3W te a 7- 
nnw note tedcag Aa»d Footoefl Pm 2L 

£a%ENAGA W 2nd d 11 to Mnebucfe to a 
note done d Wntp Bm SL flood). 
SUTTON LAW B 2nd d 9 to Mys Star to a 
note handicap chase a Natogtan pm 9 


110yd. sd«. 
SetodfocOUSTY 


ULLER 


3.20 TRfPLEPHMT HANDICAP fflRIOLE (£4,370: 3m 110yd) (9njmecs) 


an 123-606 THE WD6ET MAN 28 (GLS)<Alsley)J CBord 6-11-10 DMteV « 

602 P34200- 8AYWRE 268 PXF.Q P Limy) Tltuasea Jma 6-11 2 GlfcCttd 91 

608 25-1322 PETOSKU 21 (DJF.&S) p MDs) N Trisun-Oate 4-10-10 P Scatemre S3 

604 6-51 W3 BELARWIE 14 PAS) (A Baden) P Maphy 5-10-7 C Ue*eyn g 

605 1AHB10 ASK MOSS 15 (D&S) 0Mn of AMI) G Batotog 7-10-5 Mkn H 

606 WV TOTAL ADlETi 981 JD/AS) (S & L totrann) Mrs J TOron 9-iM B Matey - 

601 D20/P-2S MOSSGARA 15 (BS) (tbs E HBcbtesJ Ms J Ptomo 7-1041 UPkan 92 

608 5-23013 TOP JAVMtJ1 12 (Q.flF.S) {Mo J RNg) D Bate 5-1M RDuwmody 9B 

60S 16553-3 CHASMAHH1A 58 (CO^FJFjG) (Mi G Dwtan) A Davison 7-104) — WMateofiS) 73 

Lang madcap: Royal Weto 9-12. Ifacsgm 9-12. Top Janta 9-11. auanaMa M. 

BETTOta 5-2 Pteko. 9-2 BeMntfe 11-2 Masson. 13-2 Teg teak. 7-1 Ik Wdou tan. 8-1 Seyyn*. 
12-1 Royal AthMe. 14-1 Ask Mor 20-1 cam* 

1991: PTOUE DISPLAY 5-10-3 J Osborne fii-4 to} O Shaaaod 5 an 



MANDARIN 

T2.40 G'fme Ma A Buzz. 

1.10 Auction Law. 

1.40 JakarrdL 

2.10 Mflfbrd Quay. 

2.40 Setter Countty- 

3.10 HimUg. 

RICHARD EVANS: 12.40 LUNABELLE (nop) 


THUNDERER 
1 2.40 G’lme Me A Buzz. 
1.10 Rt For Firing. 

1.40 Boscean Chfeflrin. 
ZIO Cache Fleur. 

ZAO Up-A-PotnL 
3.10Thuhoo<. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (SOFT IN PLACES) 


SIS 


1 2.40 PLEASURE PRINTS PHOTOGRAPHERS FttJJES NATIONAL 
HUNT NOVICES HURDLE (4-Y-O Tillies: £1,604: 2m) (12 runners) 

1 JWTEUAM SOL (Mrs N Dufldd) Mb P rited 1P4 L-. m 

5 HJ54-4P CANDLE 0.« ® S aS « 

3 23 CHAPB. HU. 3B (fed-meU Ftotoen} A Trend 1M2 3 MOW bz 

« 2 OfflVlSPmi9PRyanlPtaOT»l^lZ— 

5 1-32 ffWE A BUZZ » AQ (D B cBtonQ II Ptoe 15- 12. 

6 P- HOLY WiAMMABlE 4« (Wte ParttteW C 

» 6-3 LUNASLLE 85 (ttoesi EBzaheft) I BaUtog 10-12. - 

i oSi iS^UUSC2Z7 (H Bmy)»teJ to«10-1Z 

0-25 PB1E SALE 43 (J WO J MoCOnwdifcr 10-12 


110-12- 


__ B Prml 73 
Jlomr - 
NMn - 
JProa Q 
NDem - 
JPdbp) 7B 


ia o£? SwMSR««kTlM»MH 

ji 3GBU-P SMMOLE PWtCESS 99 (B Hendtyl C Jones 10-12 KtowfownteP) w 

12 WHATMOBS^fiASKTOR « (M Fte« G 

BETTOC M Unabene. 3-1 GTme A Bee. MOmJW- 4-lltojhNtHWHto. «-i «■. 

14-1 MnA DtaBc. 1H Sotwole Prowss. 20-1 oewi 

1991: B ARWCA 10-11 RBdtetof (04 tor) D Wcflotoan n BP 

1 .1 0 HARRY DUFOSEE HANDICAP CHASE 
(£3,340: 3m II nwias) 


in- ttJSJWG WILD 249 TO gto« L Co un 

110U- TURD H UNE 25S MAI 

'431P7 WESTS* LEGWD 0 

32-SP STRONG BOD 24 pT.FLS) We SRotte)A_Ta«U 9-10-11 — 0 

him umm I mm m f.G_si Mb B Gaanu D Bwos B-io-in_ — ■ — — - 


2 141100- 

3 1/431 P7 mam, «awm- r— ' 

4 6432-SP STRONG GOLD 24 |MS Ms S 

5 51102-F AUCnOHlAWm P.PASWbB 
4412-11 RT FM FffWG 12 (C0f.G.S) (F 
Itn-fftt ROHA«A39ffFJASjMrfL 
32111-8 SMARTS EffflESS 16 (OF^(S 


JLoteer 90 

J Frost 97 

MAFtogenM - 
0 Huff (7) 98 
DTegfl 91 



6 

7 

9 620-024 

10 4WJ54F ROTAL CEDAR 14 WMV fBH 11-™* JJMteJ B7 

11 41414-2 JMStffi B ffJ) litaS Itaito C ma IQ-lM-^ — 

t»uh»dBftSn«taEj4«a US. BanWs Gossip 9-19 Royal Cad* 

SWwn for fire* iHMUtHtoltoHWllWt** 1 ** 1 * 11 
1991 : TWTO M U« 8-11-2 PTcmP-T tori 10 81 _ 

1.40 WINCANTON SOLD CARD HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3.517: 2m 6f) (14 runners) 


1 610018 GAPAB4JIY 

> *»" "SHEsaa ®a , 5S2MS. i SS!!: _ 


JLnw 


J so-3111 raw up the ms 21 iwa pwpi * m bo 

3 151411- POSTAGE STAMP 210 f BTtoS 97 

i ss 85 

5 Tw 

l SSS SSiwiiwt 1 


10 SnUMO SEATTttWttMi^ 1 *"^,^ 
tt MOBS- SUtAAB2S0KU : )ffWnB^J7-1M) 

12 4« CA80CHDN 16 U JosteOJ 8 

13 P202/42 SHASTON 21 (ROLF.S) (Kawopi "Wtep 

14 564 SPteBHJGHTlTOS 


ALeJeme 

2nd (rtf B5 

Niton M 

HAFtogte) B 
JMeriteP? a 

61*400 89 

WhW 91 

JFrott BS 


ang UQ W G M Tonnr 7-1041— 95 

ox»i .mu i/uaiojiiidP0»rid)6Ontoste»9-iW^-- — , twesmy 

tap. KM Pooage Sai. Cabodw. 12-t 

1991: CCKHteY BOY 6-ilW M tarty (t« *W «« J «"** » » 


1 113143 GOTO TBS 13 (BFJv&S) (MB D MilasoB) 8 te 12-0 . 

Racecad airtoet. Ste-6guw tonn [F — tea. P*- 
putted w. U— iflrwaad rider. B— hotel 
OtaML S — supped ml R— rteod D — 
dasfflSSsd}. Haw’s noo- (toys since lad 
OUta FI BaMP — H— 

taoi E— EyrtJnete. C— cousB wtoner. 0— 
dbtance vtnr CO — cause and ffls tes» 


BWh8t(7) 88 

nhnr- BF— beaten bvourlk to Ued race). 
Gotag no ettfi horse has «on f — dm. good to 
Inn. bant G— good. S— son. good to soL 
tawyV Oner In boctaft Trainer. Age and 
MU#. Haler ptas any tome ite Times 
Private Kamtappert rteg. 


2.1 0 HID SEASON CHASE (£5,605: 2m 5Q (8 rumets) 

1 11-2P1F HLFOTO) QUAY 14 (FAS) fS Jones) M Pipe B-lv-iO Jiona 9B 

2 P1-415B THE ILYVALAWSt 14 (B.CO.OS) (J Me J Fta» 7-1M0 2nd pod B 

3 3113P1- CACHE RHJR 249 (B.C /&£) (8 (Stand) “ Pipe 8-1T-2 U 81 

4 FIR-02 SABA»RWffiB(pFjG5 ) (Mb KS& aQtosJ Better 8-11-2 MARagerald BB 

5 3-12214 1NBJOIQVM CHARACTH1 14 (CDJAS) U BaflW) P Metes 10-11-2 N iton 77 

8 3*3156- CAMDEN BELLE 234 (F.G) (B Edgeley) M Miwsidna 10-10-11 B PqmtS E 

7 20MF1 COGENT 28 {M-mell Partner) A Bmcfl 8-10-10 SIWM 75 

8 2212H FATHER DOWLMG 12 (BFfi) (Mo E Hate*) G BaMng 5-10-10 JFroa 60 

BEITOtG: 4-5 UHnrd Dm. 4-1 Cegerl B-l riche Ftea, 8-1 WeBnoM Dawa, 10-1 Sate taer. 26-1 
totattatog. 33-1 Carafes rife 

1 991: INGH1Y PALOON 6-11-2 Mr R Alner (3-1) D Etawto 6 ran 

2.40 BOXING DAY HANDICAP CHASE (£3,02 8: 2m] (6 runnas) 

ISP-132 BAffiRDGE S3 (pjf/JiS) (U Watoy) D Mdrisan 9-11-12 


2 343113 SETTB1 COUNTRY 7 [CD^^S) (Ma AlnSiw) H Ltodg«8-11-6 W Irte w 

3 111-451 UP4WNWT 15 p/AS) (M Lodyo) P Htes 7-1M— B OtotfW « 

4 126582 BROtSKICN MANOR ID {CJ^G) (8) Cook) Ua J Mo T-10-6 MAftrgnld 97 

5 26-14FF CARBONATE 14 tttffiJD p PartiflBd R tatoei 7-1041 BPowel 90 

G pniPi-15 BUBTHtY (BLOW 58 (D,F,8) (tes R Humptolcs) i riogg 7-1041 — WHuntarays B9 

7 41PM4 CAME DOWN 32 (CO&S) P*S N Matte) R HodpM 9-1 WI -_ DTb C3 

8 92P-546 ZUMMHJSET1B(HFAS)(PMallJf)ABNitori6l641 SBnnngh 91 

Leng handcap: CetwHB 9-13, Bhatoy Fete 9-12. rime Own 9-9. tonmaso 9-7. 

BETTWe SL4 safer Cteiy. 3-J Banfirtta. 7*2 (jg-A-MOL 5-1 BraustenManac 6-1 Carinate. 16-1 dtss. 
1961: HSTER FEATHERS 10-10-6 C Utteyn (1 l-Z) J Nr 9 oo 


3-1 0 STIRRUP CUP NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,912: 2m) (21 runners) 

0B51O SMUG CHEF 16 (BUS) JMO E Tate) B Hodge 4-11-12 

5QF2-F OANDJEWa 10 (UCaMWQ 4 Gate 4-11-7 

5-41 ORS HIS80Y 33 RBF.S) IMri E ridte) P rite d f-IJ-7 
SM MSHT *410 B7 fW^mea Part*»l A Tm»B 5-11-7 
54024 WTHEUNEjr 


402431 THW00L11 

053WB JAtSlSWtriiMraAWlto^Wh^BFnBt 


SS SSSISOOftSlss 
■“■".TiSf.lStiSS— 
'iUHBiiBSX 


20-1380 

00P04-5 LUCKY 

PffPPS BUTTON BOC 72 



CP4fl> SHJRBAY37(MaE HWrac)* 
aFT12(AQde)N 


OOWPP BUKOEYS _ 

WWM SHUTAfUT 30 ffac 1*5 J ds 
om maNTSnerramiisJ^ 

.. 0QB-FF6 RIM FAST FDR GOU) 16 (SUasn 

18 PtatHT CPU) MAHBLE 101 (D W P.R — . ... 

19 BSR/nB TWESLOTIDIA WNami) J McftaaodtoHIH) 

20 BPBWFP BUSTOMAH ID (R Travel C PtofttnMM 

21 OOffl-53 BARB.Y BLACK 31 (N Bafibaoe) M Batitey 4-1M 


RBetony 80 
Driym 92 
B Rural 88 
GUbtoo 86 



WMmptnys 87 




COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Mrs J Pitman 

UPM 

DEtaenh 
D toCtate 
TFflRtor 
A Tuned 


Mtt 

23 

a 

13 

12 


RB 

55 

97 

93 

Gt 


i JOCKEYS 

41 J' J UteW 
2&9 RBBtoiy 
217 BdeHoi 
2ij sPtnerr 
18.5 NMte 
110 MABttgedM 


Mnes 

MB 

» 

7 

2D 

354 

3 

15 

200 

6 

37 

162 

. 17 

143 

11.9 

4 

37 

108 

$ 

48 

104 


Racing next week 

MONDAY: Kempton Park, Chep- 
stow. Wetterby. Wotverhanpton. 
SouthweO (aB-w^theO- 
TUESDAY: StralforeL Plumpton. Ayr. 
WEDNESDAY: Cartste, Warwick. 
Fontwed Park. Taunton. 

THURSDAY: Cheltenham, Catterick 
Bridge, Leicester. Folkestone. 
Ungfeld Park (ail-weather). 

FRB3AY: Chettenham, Catterick. Bat- 
tar. Lacester, Windsor. Southwefl 
(aH-weather)- 

SATURDAY: Newbury, Ayr. Notting- 
ham, UngfieU Park (alhueetfrer). 
(Flat mowings in bold) 

Trainers’ preferences 

THE Mowing are munenT ptatoroncBS tar 
horses doubV engaged today. KB MP- 


k Snipe. NE 

WtengcHy: 


2.T5 COW Marble; 



2.20 KING GEORGE VI CHASE (Grade I: £44,500: 3m) (8 runners) 

401 1121-13 BRADBURY STAR 35 (C.BF.F.G.S) (J Campbell) J Grflojd 7-11-10 

(bo Toms- Ware frincessjfftiwaf Wue. fed braces, red cap; 


D Murphy 


402 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 

408 


(bg Torus - Ware Princess) (Royal I 
14-2212 DEEP SENSATION 21 (BF,F,G,S) (R Efiot) J Gifford 7-11 -10. 


RDumvcody 75 


A Tory 97 


88 


25134-3 DOCKLANDS EXPRESS 14 WAS} (R Baines) K W ID-11 10-- -l „ . 

(b g toscoe Blake - Southern Moss) (Poyal blue, yellow, braces, hooped. sleeves, 

21U1-2F KINGS FOUNTAIN 42 (F.G.S) (E Blinks) K Bailey 9-1 MO 

^gRo^ Fountain -K-TGn^(EriKtaki green, dark green seams, 

1123-22 PATS JESTB) 17 (D.G.S) (G Adam) R Allan 9-11-10- — r 11 

(ch g Orchestra - Owey) ^mte, red stars, dart Wire & white striped cap; 

220-113 THE FELLOW 28 (CD.G.S) (Marquesa de Moratalla) F Doumen (Fr) 7-11-10 A Kondrat 

(b g Italic - L'Oranaise) (Red, green hooped cap) 


88 


P1-415B ThClLYWHACKER 14 

(bgDawn Review -Truckien 
0-41113 TIPPING TIM 14 (0.BF.G,! 


- 11-10 - 

i) (Red, grey cross of lorrame, sleeves & cap) 
(Mis J Mould) N Twiston-Davies 7-11-10. 


M Pitman 70 
C ItewBUyn 85 


(bg King's tide- jean&ny (Emerald green white stars, emerakj green cap, while star) 

BETTING: Evens The F=ellow, 9-2 Bradbury Star, 7-1 Kings Fountain, 8-1 Deep Sensation, 10-1 
Docklands Express, 14-1 Tipping Tim, 16-1 Pars Jester, 25-1 The lUywhacker. 

1991: THE FHJjOW 6-11-10 A Kondrat (10-1) F Doumen (Fr) 8 ran 

Form guide to the eight contenders 


BRADBURY STAR 

Nov 21. Ascot, good to soft; see 

DEEP SENSATONr 

Nov 13, Chettenham, good to soft 

(11-12 ) beat Whaat Fettle (10-5) 

341 (3m if. h’cap chase. £13,420, 6 

ran). 

Apr 3, Airttrea. good: (11-9) beat 
Jocfaml (11-0) *1 (3m if. grate li 
now chase, £21 ,948. 7 ran). 

DEEP SENSATION 

Dec 5, Sandown, soft: (10-7) 2561 
2nd to Waterloo Boy (12-0) (2m, 
grade 11 h’cap chase, £12,260, 5 
ran). 

Nov 21 , Ascot, good to soft; (11-2) 
beat Danny Harrow (10-13) 21 with 
BRADBURY STAR (12-0) 541 3rd 
and THE fLLYWHACKER (1 1-2) 51 
5th (2m 3f 110yd, grade II h’cap 
chase. £27,440, 10 ran). 

Nov 7, Chepstow, good to soft; 
(10-2) 21 2nd to Freeiine Finishing 
(2m 110yd, h'cap chase, 
t. 5 ran). 

DOCKLANDS EXPRESS 

Dec 12, Doncaster, good; (12-0) 
221 3rd to Rowlandsons Jewels 
(10-0) (3m 21, h'cap chase, 
£8.025, 8 ran). 

Apr 4, Aintres. good to soft; (11-2) 
25UI 4th to Party Politics (10-7) 
(4m 41, h'cap chase. £99.943, 40 
ran). 

Mar 12. Cheltenham, good; see 
THE FELLOW. 


to 


KINGS FOUNTAIN 
Nov 14. Cheltenham, good 
soft; see UPPING TIM. 

Oct 22, Wincanton, good; 

121 2nd to Remittance Man (1 1 
(2m 5f, grade II chase, £15.625, 4 
ran). 

Apr 2. Airrtree, good to soft; (11-9) 
beat TIPPING TIM n i-5) id (3m 
If, grade II chase. £23.065, 8 ran). 
Mar 12, Cheltenham, good; see 
THE FELLOW. 

PAT'S JESTER 

Dec 9, Haydock. soft; (11-10) 121 
2nd to Twin Oaks (11-2) (3m. 
chase, £10.114, 5 ran). 

Oct 31. Wethertry, good; see 
TIPPING TIM. 

Apr 3, Aintree, good; (11-10) 261 
3rd to Remittance Man (11-10) 
(2m 4f , grade I chase, £42,341 , 4 
ran). 

THE FELLOW 
Nov 28. Newbury, soft; (11-13) 
63&I 3rd to Sibton Abbey (10-0) 
(3m 2f 110yd, grade III h'cap 
chase, £36,160, 13 ran). 

Oct 24, Auteuil, heavy; (11-3) beet 
Ultra Rochelais (9-13) 1)61 (2m 6f, 
chase, £30,832, 6 ran). 

Oct 6, Auteuil, soft; (9-7) beat 
AmofTOS (9-11)2)41 (2m 3f1 10yd, 
hurdle, £25,800, 10 ran). 

Mar 12, Cheltenham, good; (12-0) 
short-head 2nd to Cool Ground 


wiih DOCKLANDS EX- 
(12-0) 11 3rd and KINGS 
FOUNTAIN (12-0) in lead when 
unseating 8 out (3m 2f, grade 1 
chase £38,028, 8 ran). 

THE ILLYWHACKER 

Dec 12, Cheltenham, soft; see 
TIPPING TIM. 

Nov 21. Ascot, good to soft; see 
DEEP SENSATION. 

Nov 5, Wincanton, good; (11-6) 
beat Weiknown Character (100) 
51 (2m 5f. h'cap chase, £4.276, 8 
ran) 


t 

TIPPING TIM 


Dec 12, Chettenham. soft; (12-0) 
81 3rd to Another Coral (11-4) with 
THE ILLYWHACKER (11-0) close 
up when brought down 4 out (2m 
5f, grade m h'cap chase, £31,715, 
10 ran). 

Nov 14. Chettenham, good to 
soft; (10-10) beat Another Coral 
(10-8) 71 With KINGS FOUNTAIN 
(11-10) 2nd whan fell 4 out (2m 4f 
110yd, grade III h'cap chase. 
£32,332. 16 ran). 

Oct 31. 
beat 

neck (3m 110yd, grade II chase, 
£12,440, 7 ran). 

Apr 2, Aintree, good to soft; see 
KINGS FOUNTAIN. 

Selection; THE FELLOW (nap) 


31. Wethert ry, go od: (11-2) 

pats jEsrraT (ii-io) a 


Cab On Target has setback 

By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


CAB On Target will miss his 
eagerly-awaited dash with 
Barton Bank and Forest Sun 
in the grade one Tripleprint 
Feltham Novices’ Chase at 
Kempton today. 

The Mazy Revdey-trained 
six-year-old, winner of all his 
three starts over fences, has 
pricked afoot and is too sore to 
meet the engagement 

The E30,000-added event 
was expected to provide one of 
the highlights of the Christ- 
maS.‘ period but Mrs Revdey 


said on Thursday: “The horse 
has stepped on a flint and we 
certainly could not get him 
right in just two days. 

“He must have done it some 
time yesterday. We poulticed 
the foot straight away but he 
was sore this morning and we 
shall have to see how things 
work out over the next few 
days. 

“With hick it won’t take too 
long to heal and we will be 
looking for a listed race for 
him in the next week or two." 


Soft Day gets vote 


From Our Irish Racing Correspondent, Dublin 


ARTHUR Moore sets backere 
a poser with his decision to run 
Soft Day in the Dennys Gold 
Medal Novices’ Chase at 
Leopardstown this afternoon. 

The question is whether the 
trainer has managed to correct 
the propensity of Soft Day to 
run well below his best on a 
left-handed circuit. 

Moore is confident he has 
found the answer, and Soft 
Day certainly looked' a high- 
dass novice last time out when 
he gave 191b and a 20-length 
beating to Galevfila Express 
over fenoes at Punchestcrwn. 

Second Schedual can con- 
cede weight all round in the 
Ii£35.D00 Frndus Handicap 
Chase at Leopardstown 
tomorrow. 


He was a fine second to 
Another Coral in the Triple- 
print Gold Cup at Chelten- 
ham earlier this month and 
wfil be partnered here by 
Richard Dun woody. 

Adrian Maguire, who rode 
Second Schedual at Chelten- 
ham, has been booked by 
Paddy Mullins to ride Galway 
Elate winner The Gooser. 

River Taitjuin will also have 

plenty of support and there is a 
tradition of Leopardstown 
Christmas success behind the 
•Dreaper horses. However, if 
Second Schedual produces his 
best form, he should win. 

Dunwoody also takes the 
ride on Cheltenham festival 
prospect Montelado in the 
first Choice Novices' Hurdle. 


Another Kempton absentee 
is Texan Tycoon who sidesteps 
the Bonusphoto Novices' Hur- 
dle because be has a lump on 
his back. 

The four-year-old’s Epsom 
trainer, Reg Akehurst, said: 
“We are not quite sure what 
has caused it, but it looks 
similar to a warble. He was a 
bit sore this morning and the 
vet gave him an antibiotic 
injection, so he cannot possi- 
bly run until that is out of his 
system. It’s a great shame. He 
would have run weEL" 

Texan Tycoon was expected 
to start second favourite be- 
hind Satin Lover in one of the 
best novice hurdles of the 
season. 

Peter Scudamore faces an 
agonising decision over 
whether to ride at Kempton or 
Chepstow on Monday. 

The champion jockey must 
choose between partnering 
Granvflle Again in the 
Bonusprim Christmas Hurdle 
at the Sunbury track and 
going to the Welsh course 
where he would have to deride 
which of Martin Pipe’s formi- 
dable team to ride in the Coral 
Welsh National 

“I keep (hanging my 
mind,” Scudamore said. 
“Sometimes I think I will go to 
Kempton, where Granville 
Again looks a certainty, but 
then 1 might miss out on some 
good rides at Chepstow. I 
really don’t know where to 
go.” 



MANDARIN 

12.45 Distillation. 1.15 Taylors Castle. 1.45 
Jallbreaker. 2.15 Late Cut. 2.45 Gtenbrook D'Or. 
3.15 Country Lad. 

THUNDERER 

12.45 Prime Display. 1.15 Caroftia Rua. 1.45 Bean 
King. 2.15 Arctic Ruler. 2.45 Buddington. 3.15 
Country Lad. 

GOING: HEAVY (SOFT IN PLACES) 

12.45 MID DEVON NOVICES CHASE 

(£2,139: 2m 5f) (6 runners) 

r7-lM — 


-S41 ZMA7H 

2510 FAR escrow 211 

138- PfWEDtSPlAYM 
HVF WEAL PROSPER 12 


.CUe a* 

• R! 

.41 


i OStenraod 6-11-4 J Osborns 

(Ptfd*ito7-»7-0 — H BrameD) 

3P-B JUDYS LK 12 S) taa £ Utewmsji 8-10-9 _ «r D Safer [7] 
64 Prise Ltaftry. 114 H tod PmsoP, 7-2 2nd. 6-1 Ur Brtowr. 10-1 
DUBdkn.20-1 


1.15 CHMSI1KAS SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1.453: 2flt If) (11) 


5-F3 PWE ELKZ11E 51 OUvB) P l*ll»6s 5-11-10 — RBwnop) 

F333 CAR0LME RUA 19 C TrieBne 6-11-1 JOrfOT* 

IMS PUNQflAQ 10J1XS) G Hem 6-11-0 Cr 

MStLEOI 


■PO TAYtOBSI 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 440 

10 SRB 

11 -043 


ESJHS Cote 5-10-13 UnaVKaf 

Faso owes o ajBHT 1 2 igs waemi 6-1D-T-. wo Saar (?) 

P-P0 RAIISEY SiRET 12 B Unretyn S-10-7~te4L Uewfcm m 

MW) WWE IUSTSL 96F H Hwtots 5-10-7 WUtfllW 

4QU0 C0RMSH COSSACK 10 dSooi 5-104 HHnto 


C0RMSH COSSACK 10 D Bmn 5-104 

JMET SOBS ION MOe 6-1 (H) 

HOTHMBBUIFlIASURF 31 C Pootan S-I5-0 — 1 
rrs HOT IIY FAULT 9 p) D 4-1M P 


IllHW 
Pete Holes 

pueDmmo 

94 Poe BbUb, 4-1 Tsjka CbOb, 5-1 Gntoi Rus. 8-1 Fundtoq. 8-1 rs Not 
ky FaftlO-l Ytai iteto. Cate Coata. 1M ones. 

1 .45 THURLESTONE KOTH. HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,623: 2m 11) (14) 

SSS) 

145 8XG) B I 


125- .. 

OOP- 0LVEST0N249 
4W 

AM- COCXA LEBCE 

oiFi caausioaoF, 

-112 RWHTPA8E25P 
21-8 IMDRAJ21 



LHawy 

Mf UnTwkAll 

If MR91 sBO 


B 4JD0 IWBflUBOfifflPtterMff-l SNodflaen 

9 621F DJ0B. PfllttS pDJf AS) C EflBlna 5-108 pta 

JOsbane 

10 2RD6 EOOE KYB0 72JM S Etoads 7-WW) UHotagaaP) 

Ur D Surer (7) 

12 013- ROSES HMIE THOHWSJFDWite 5-1M_ PHcOenaoB 

18 /D03 2UUJ 12 (CflG Hen 7-1 0-0 C Kendo 

14 P3S0 MUYfflOnY 12 (BAR P flottM 4-1IHL*-. Tftonpte (7) 


7-2 Fnrtnat 4-1 WeMPita, 5-1 CeWss, n-2 
Bean Hng. 10-1 Otwaun, Fsertame, iM onan 


r.8-1 ltotaL>-l 


2.15 ROYAL CASTLE HOTEL NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£1,964: 2m 61) (16) 

.J Osborn 


24 BEAUCHMIP EXPRESS 14 0 ShBMOd 5-124)- 

244* V0MSW 101 PMdnlb 7-11-7 

035 URE LAD15 P Hodbnl 8-114 

545- HW VROOT 376 P Hota 5-1 143. 

4PO- BSm/SJOKE Z78 B Beta 8-10-13. 

VE0 LATE CUT 16 (tiF) M Pipe 7-70-13— 


P-03 JACK SNPE 33 R FM 5-10-12- 
0-38 fflfll UR4GE 2l ff) H WBtBOB 7-IO-tl_ 
-050 MAR1RL BOY 15 D8mn 5-10-10- 


ISbowwrt 

— FtarNobte 
— WUcfeiM 
.DHtamondp) 


SCMer 
_N Haifa 
. J totem 


.01 
.D Holdtt (7) 

Cl* ‘ 


10 Sm. ALLO GEORGE IB Ua JWoooiEaB 6-104. 

11 554 ARCTIC RULB) 16 D Ihnif Snteti 6-10-2. 

12 9M BUrreORD 10 KBtaop 5-104 

13 m KAH4R0A 16 0 Bsoas 6-10-0 

14 04P COU) IUfH£ 101 OR Tuds 7-104 Hr D Saber (7) 

15 (350 SYDWY BflHRY 30(G) RBocttef 7-104 — UrCBlwer[7) 

16 OOPP fBRUFWO 17 DTIWe 4-104 PlfcDaonoB 

4-1 ArOc Rute. 5-1 KM Vetacty, 6-1 La Cut. Glen 

Bttffla. Late Lid. 10-1 Uhs. 


2.45 LAH8STOHE CUFF HOTEL HANDICAP 

CHASE (£3,160: 3m 21 110yd) (9) 

1 SIP SNPnGTBI IB PU&SIMPW 13-11-10 J fatal 

2 13P2 TTOFOBIE 87 (BJASJMPta 6-11-7 DTOdnondfS) 

3 -380 WYORAK 58 (CD£GLS) D Bamta 8-H-5 MHuto 

4 2412 fiLBBROOK IVOR 18 (P.HF.QJS) A J IMBseo 8-10-10 L Haney 

5 -211 BUDOSSTOM 11 (CteS) T Fobw 7-10-10 (4e») R Finn* (5) 

0 5P-P LAST HOUSE 53 H UcUeD 9-10-9 — D Sfltofltar 

7 5523 SULEY BAYS 6) P IWioUS 8-104 C Mate 

8 -1H SW«UPCUP7(6flCE8ten 8-104 ttofl JOrtome 

9 21P- ROffi LANCASTER 273 PS) T Hdeb 9-104 — H Dam (7) 
74 Rutenf, 2-1 Sdnqi Cop. 6-1 Gknbradt ODr. 0-1 Tn Fotane. 10-1 
supping Pm. 12-1 Mdiobl 14-1 SWej Bay. 16-1 nftec. 


3.1 5 EBF HATHWAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£1.683: 2m Tfl (9) 


Weather 
wipes 
out five 

THE traditional Boxing Day 
feast of racing has been 
reduced to a three-course 
meal by the freezing condi- 
tions which persisted over 
much of the country in the 
btxiid-up to Christmas. 

Huntingdon, Market 
Rasen and Wethetiby were aO 
lost to sub-zero temperatures 
on Thursday, followed by 
Sedgefield and Wolverhamp- 
ton yesterday. 

Wmcanton looked likely to 
become the sixth casualty at 
me stage on Thursday but 
fears were allayed by a morn- 
ing inspection yesterday. 
MOder temperatures over- 
night thawed the ground at 
the Somerset track and Ian 
Renton, the derk of the 
course, was able to report that 
the meeting goes ahead. 

No proWems are reported 
at Kempton, where the going 
remains good to soft for the 
televised King George meet- 
ing, or at Newton Abbot, 
where die ground remains 
heavy (soft in places). 

“Eveiything is absolutely 
fine here.” Michael Webster, 
clerk of the course at 
Kempton. reported. “There is 
no frost in the ground and we 
are expecting to race.” 

Elsewhere, though, any im- 
provement in weather condi- 
tions arrived much too late. 

Hugo Sevan, derk of the 
course at Huntingdon, said: 
“I’m afraid it’s hopeless. The 
frost is stm deep in the 
ground and we simply had no 
alternative but to can the 
meeting off.” 

Charlie Moore. Sevan's 
counterpart at Marker Rasen, 
painted an equally gloomy 
picture, saying: “There was 
just do real hope and we had 
to abandon. We would have 
needed 48 to 72 hours of 
wanner weather to have had 
any chance of saving the 
meeting.” 

It was a similar story at 
Wetherby, Sedgefield and 
Wolverhampton, where a 
9am inspection has already 
been planned for tomorrow to 
see if Monday’s meeting can 
go ahead. 

□ Amenable, winner of the 
1991 Lincoln, is likely to go 
for a repeat at Doncaster in 
March. The David Barron- 
trained gelding was out of 
action for 635 days with leg 
problems until reappearing at 
Southwefl earfiiT this month. 


41 SUPER SPELL 29 (D5) 6 K»» 6-1 1-10 R Bart! (5) 

OO-P BUSTOMAN 10 C Pnpftm 6-11-0— MHMlflwp) 

2-20 CWnwlAO 15 tes SKW to 4-51-0 PnrHfltte 

04 fiRST COMMAND 18 T Fotef 5-114 RF»r«4r 


(VD- ONLY HURAND 400 PMctefa 6-114 R&MOfil 

21-5 STORMHEAD 52 (BFfl 0 Stated *-114 JT‘ 

04-f APftHECBW 12 T MHO 6-104 N fonts (7) 

B 14P CRAZY DAISY 16 (E) W G M Hioar 5-104 R tote (7) 

9 000- STOBIY SUWET 238 W Date 5-lH NHnfec 

M Stented. 54 Super ML 4-1 OunryUff, 5-T Bsf Oswramt « Onfyto 
Hand. 12-1 Apnte. 16-1 (Mn- 


C0URSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAMBS: T Fboar, * moms bin 0 nnu 44.«; M Hpe. US 
tan 334, 3S6S; P fate. 23 tarn m\ &M. N Kaidaw^hm 
20, 20JK: D Banns. 17 (non 114. 14% G tan. 9 tan 79. 11. 4L 

JOCKEYS: D Rxftaord, 4 wtaun hm 11 rides. 36.4%. S Hodgioa 
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* aio 


-do- Acc 

4933 


S09SI 

+ 127 

5X9 

japan snrBrOm 

306X7 



* 1X0 

5X9 

-do- Acc 

30649 


2807? 

+ 0X8 

096 

Fadflc GO) 

7104 


40J4 

+ IJ4 

096 

-do- A<x 

73X7 



+ 110 


muffler Ob 

15396 


143X0 

+ 3X0 


-do - acc 

17647 

2078 

22347 

* 0X8 

115 

Tolyo 

sun 




1.91 

-dO- ABC 

8L96 


3616 

+ 0X4 

193 

UK Equity 

19045 


ft. 18 

+ (Jl 


-do- ACC 

548.71 



+ Lll 


US SmllrCm 

IUX0 



+ 2JD 


-do- ACC 

11240 


16170 

+ 270 

306 

WHtdFd 

64XZ 

281.90 

JOCKO 

• 490 

106 

-do-Ace 

67X2 


N « P UNIT TRUST MANAGEMENT LTV 
35 Foteato » Maxtoar M22AF- 
061 231 S3 22 

NAFUKOrowib 6464 6077 * 1X0 313 

N*f GS FXdlnt 7092 7S85 * 022 7 83 

NAP Hlgtwlnr 158-10 167-801 * S.I0 5X9 

NftFUKUKtUne 9102 97JST • 2S2 457 

MPIna 79-32 MJO 4 275 2X2 

NAP Smaller Cot 58.44 6231 4 1X6 244 


NEWTON FUND MANAGERS 
2 teuton Bridge. Uradon SEI 9RA. 

071 107)811 

Genera) M4S0 1MJ5 ♦ 447 3X7 

GUM! 235X3 25057 4 803 1X9 

incnme 1KU8 19211 + 492 496 

■ml Hood H6J3 ULie < ZM i.n 


PEARL UNIT 
TO Box 500. 
0733470470. 
Growth 
-do- ABC 
tncoiae 
tod KqoliT 
-do- Acc 
Equity 
-do- ACC 
UK (nu 2$ Ace 
UK income 
incsmurGoAcc 
New Europe ACC 


TRUST 


2Z3JD 

ZOOM 

19470 

21230 

305.10 

415X0 

63.93 

55.70 

58X0 

5687 


LTD 

PE26RR. 
626577. 

13560 + 550 LOS 
4 6.10 385 

* 780 426 

* 460 1X6 

♦ 120 186 

US.10I * S.70 2.79 
442J0 *11X0 279 

+ (XI 22? 
+ 1X2 3X1 

* 1X6 243 
+ 204 1X3 


23480 

21340 

307.10 

22670 


6600 

59X5 

6234 

5965 


PERPETUAL UNIT TRUST 
48 Hart Street Heafagr oa 
MN 417000 


6677 

7034 


140 

090 

AdanSmitrMfo 

89.78 

74X4 

* JJS 

043 

10700 

11X50 


470 051 

pep (Mi inc 

•679 

9282 

♦ 110 

1.74 

6639 

70471 


1.44 

192 

mu cm 

41237 

44104 

*1128 

UN 

5900 

6X16 


1.72 

1X4 

Income 

256« 

27433 

*401 

480 

5U2 

55.96 


IJ9 

139 

wwUetntor 

24707 

26425 

+ 7X5 

JJI 

7030 

7402? 


2J7 

IM 

American Gib 

I8IJS 

14196 

+ STB 

001 

7889 

RX74 


291 

06$ 

MflBmBXCos 

14494 

15802 

♦ 421 

075 

1(1070 

106X01 


3-20 

469 

Far East Gto 

151X9 

16438 

♦ 6X7 

039 

5875 

62J9? 


1X2 

5.18 

European cm 

9060 

10653 

* 142 

IXS 

5MH 

41X4 


101 

014 

UK Crowd) 

6**4 

TUB 

« LI6 

ITS 






Hlgb income 

71X4 

7684 

+ IJB 

5X1 

«) MANAGERS LTD 

Japeorae Gto 

15290 

16100 

» 278 

001 


PROLIFIC UNIT TRUST MANAGERS 
waimwk Hat 23 W M touefc Dnaioa 
EC4N8LD. Deaffnc 0800263443 
imorautonal 151.90 16160 +5X0 LlO 

High income 97 Ji roaxo + 380 427 

Con* GUI 104X0 IIUOOI * 5X0 781 

FareiR 247.10 K2» +HUO 029 


PROSPERITY UNIT TRUST 
MANAGEMENT 

I Soxmdi H* Sq, MriUsuaK. Kern 
MEM I XX 0622614751 
American 4613 OUR « 1JD 060 

5085 SUM +220 027 


BU Other 


WVtT Dd 
W- % 


General 
immatMOal 
GDEt/nJH 
Global PEP 
lnmraeoui 


m 


45X9 4 UP + (188 JJO 

73.75 78.46 * 1.91 1.4S 

2493 25.70 *014 828 

pet 3429 • 088 228 

*7X7 6 US* *I3J W 

3988 <(-57 * rx) Ija 

2%27 2SXB +051 6X5 


PRUDENTIAL UNIT TRUSTS LTD 
SUS9 DM HU. Uteri. Gate IGJ 2Dk 
Ml 478 3377. PMoetn 

nuMugrilta - 


do- Acc 


Inc 


hoi 

PnlL ... 

Pro Global Gtb 

rru tod sm at 


Pro f 


HH82 

taun 

625X4 

73U9 

153.99 

7X37 

7019 

13901 

57X4 

05X6 

13073 

61X4 


pro smOi Gu» 

rrouK Orwtn 


6016 

92W 

10460 

iTr 


0426 9 
28JO 

25091 
+ 080 

231 

KKJ2t 

*008 

671 

10300? 

+ am 

671 

66891 

+1126 

2X0 

7902T 

* 202 

4X9 

16400 

+ 435 

205 

767S 

• 1.74 

1X7 

nu? 

*242 

1» 

148X7 

• 424 

L46 

6?X4 

* 202 

105 

14509 

+ 3X1 


1388 IT 

* 5X5 

050 

6613 

* 2X9 

213 

5054 

• OJO 

7X7 

7460 

+ 2X7 

280 

98917 

♦ JX5 

tm 

111X7 

+ 2X3 

29) 


ROTHSCHILD FUND MANAGEMENT 
LTD 

St Sate Ux. lnarina EC4N8NB- 
Dtec 071 634 248 IM 
income 14440 155J31 » «J7 357 

japan 20 S.ii 22003 * H# ... 

Mate OK GO* 90X4 97.57* + 2M 226 

—.13 4S8X4 *(8.16 OW 

53294 *17X0 am 
X5 23753 +1044 1X1 

21454 ♦ 65S IX* 



GROUP 

Rd. Ranted RML3LB. 
r MOD 929929 (DEAl «dj) 

6956 + 210 245 
139.101 * 4J0 1X8 
87.94 * 286 1J0 
HUD * 580 180 
160201 + 6X0 236 
21060 + 7.90 5.(5 
205JO • 620 4X6 
KOAO *4.18 7X1 
159X0 r 660 1X5 
113JD + 230 ... 
13230 ♦ 1X0 ... 
42X57 * 1X0 IJ6 
Z3U0 + 9X0 235 
239X0 * 7X0 456 
22580 *7.10 4.47 
121.70 

199X0 

10210 


136 H) 

15060 

195X3 

19240 

97X4 

15030 

10650 

14240 

4088 
221 60 
22630 

21130 

114X0 

18730 

9694 


*610 033 

• 8J0 2U 

* 280 093 

• 780 357 

* 450 0J7 


UNTT TRUSTS LTD 

33 GUte Uac. Lwdaa EC2V8AS. 

Ote 0800526 536 Bitter lac 0800 £26540 
Aroerian 229-79 M6KB *600 071 

-do- Acc 24884 

AnxtraUan 11636 

do- JUS 13257 

UKSOKriMK (8251 

do- MX 709X4 

European Gro 5600 

d»- ACC 57.97 


26489 

12188 

142X4 

19674 

WIM 


60.16 

61.13 

54X8 

65JR 

(0693 

144X8 

29234 


640 0.71 
4X5 QJI 
5X4 QJ4 
4.72 3JT 

* 640 287 
50731 + LS3 UD 
61 X? * 1X9 IXZ 
suit * 001 IJB 
EL22 *092 IJB 

* 1X0 ... 
1X3 ... 
026 7J1 
031 7J1 
(LSI 830 
070 8X0 
678 584 

1675 &JM 
007 ... 
087 ... 
581 ... 
692 ... 

38i on 

388 073 
4 SI 1X1 
5X3 1X1 
1X3 ... 
1X5 ... 
276 JJ6 
687 136 
119 ... 
2J9 ... 
L52 134 
L5B 234 


S2XI 
5 2*1 
37626 

32691 

76X1 

78X7 

I64XP 

188X2 

8657 

87.45 

20214 

J7L95 

119X91 

119X9 

6944 

7133 


SCOTTISH AMICABLE UNIT TRUST 

MANAGERS UD 

150 St Mineral St Gtegow G25NQ. 

MJ 204 2200 

Eqoliy income 37X5 40.10 * 1X8 5X3 

Equte? Strategy 9649 6016 * 1X5 Mfl 

EoropeaD OpfB 6581 MJ4 +161 3X2 

MaUmonine 99X8 102X1 * OjM 674 

UKSmafierOH 41X1 44X1 * 1.99 3JD 


SCOTTISH UFE INVESTMENTS 
15 SI Andrew Sq, Efintanb. Ml 225 2211 
UKEqohy 32SL5D 3W80 + 680 3X2 

American 233.90 34840 + 7X0 099 

paofle 261X0 23930 *1050 091 

European «S90 434.10 *13J0 1.40 

WOdriWtde 71X3 11X9 * IX( 1X8 


INVESTMENT 


1®? Si Vbxem Sc. 
MIZtfilOO 
UKEqahy 289X0 

DXSzDCaSZtfiT 17390 
European 209 JX) 

North American 236J0 
income FTus Inc 58X1 
UK Spec Sits 6 US 


G25HN. 


308.401 * 830 3.11 
UUOT +9JO 3X5 
31110 *1K) L94 
251.30 *680 0X1 
6157 +2JH 4X2 
6616 + 144 114 


SCOTTISH PROVIDENT INVESTMENT 
MANAGEMENT UD 
6 Si Andrew So EdMxnsfc EH2ZYA. 

U3I 558254172/3 

Bjuflyoth/tec 23. to 2843 *069 X38 
lim Growth Arc 31X4 2627 *-0X2 U8 
Glottal Inc Ac; 2R49 304W + <U» 488 

Harter Ldn acc 3438 3809 *048 3X3 


SG TOUCHE REMNANT 
Moated Hn 2 PmUc Dock. 
EC4V3AT. 071 248 1250 
American G(h 77.16 82X2 


Eunr SpecSta 
-do- AS 
Fhr Bast Opps 
do- Acc 
General Growth 
Global Tea 
BmroKdrowtta 


3833 41.14 

4L0I 4355 
2555 2750 

2625 248 

Bill 10180 
KNJO lltXOT 
9639 100.40 


tocome Monthly 5133 55X6 

JOpaa Growth ■ ALE o5Mt 

arenas ah 66« 7073* 

Smaller Cm 59J5 6400 

Special OTO 77.72 8356 

WldSpecSIU 38X9 41X0 

-do- ACC 3698 4280 


*1D ... 

* IJB ... 

* US ... 
+ OS6 ... 

* 0X9 ... 
+ L86 ID 
*4J0 ... 

* 1X1 4-17 

+ U1 621 

* (28 ... 

* 117 ... 

♦ LS2 148 

+ 173 176 

♦ 090 ... 

* ft9f ... 


STANDARD LIFE TRUST 
MANAGEMENT LTD 
3 Grange St Mlriim| h EEDZXZ. 

0800 M3777 

Managed 4187 43X4 + L36 IJ9 

Equity Gth Are 5639 59X6 + 10] LM 


BM 


way Dd 
OW **" * 


urBj Genera/ 


lortvcanAcc 
Far Eon Are 
am Pad tin luc 
HAatarc an Are 

OllLHf CDf Are 
UKBifUcb UK 
■Oar ACC 
imurantoc 
lf£ 14JT cos ACC 


4058 

5325 

37X1 

<3X7 

29X7 

42M 

240JD 

J3J5 

37X9 

277.90 

35750 


CL. 12 


39X6 

46» 

3U8 

4SJ5 

26080 

34JB 

M 

30160 

387.90 


+ 1-25 145 

* 1X5 MS 

* ]J4 I *3 
+ 1X8 040 

* 0.15 697 

* ij0 on 

* 940 I TS 
+ 1.15 4.13 
■ (XI 813 
« MO 1XJ 
+1170 3X5 


STATE STREET UNIT TRUST 
MANAGEMENT LTD 
Barite Cam. 20 Btote. 
EC3V9AQ. 0716261971 

Global A 

USEq 
her East eq 
J ap an Eq 
FT Enroi* 
rr North Am 
FT Japan 
FT Asia EX Jap 


I KUO 11690 + 280 089 
115.70 1 2b JO * 4 JO 099 
HUH 11170 * 110 ... 
10040 11380 + ao ... 
11070 117.80 *110 U6 
I KUO 11730 * 3M 087 

107X0 1 1 ixo *'H2 

99X3 HB.7Q • 320 1.45 


PART IVORY UNIT TRUST 
~~\q. BdUteKh. 



New Fadflc 
Mima Cash 
Majority SUg 
insist 


333.40 ®SSJ0 
86850 91690 
J27J0 54690 
1(1X0 1(670 
24SJO 26693 
9654 96X4 

HOTS 10179 
163.70 17150 
XSOO 34649 


* 680 OJO 
+21X0 4.91 

* 630 1X1 

• 243 .. 

* 610 1X0 

• 007 647 

• 008 630 
+ 640 221 


SUN ALLIANCE 

Admin. 5 R^irich Rd, Hamm. Eraaex. 

0277 227300. 

SSfrT ltM 22 s o 71850 -1630 254 
W Arnericji acc lOuQ 111X0 *660 032 
4678 UBXO * 3.70 050 
57X7 61.11 * 174 609 

7X45 7653 + 144 IJ6 

7453 79.7lt • 1XJ 400 



‘it* 

/’ % 


SUN UFE OF CANADA . 

~ ■ -era Btendr Hants RG21 2DZ. 

0256 84 1 4 14 _ 

33X1 3552 * 081 070 

HIM 12053 * 2(4 3X8 
UK rocreae 33X3 »i« + utt 4-U 

UK Growth 5431 3670 . 080 1M 

WufktwlOeGth 2749 29.41 *0X5 081 



BrtnsbGfh 

-do- Are 
Enronea 
■do- Are 
Etta OK 
do- ACC 
General unit 
-do- ACC 

1HJ+HTW* 

-do- Are 
imemadonaJ 
-do- ABC 


do- Are 

Premier roanac 
do- Are 

NatBcsonces 
do- ACC 

SoKOCdOpps ' 
-do- Are 


EUSTC UTD 



Amtate 

Hants. 

spioi: 

RE. 

■82.96 

199.96 

. 709 

0J8 

20644 

2UX2 

* 844 

038 

8LII 

8629 

« 095 

223 

94X0 

10070 

+ 1.11 

2J3 

8254 

87X1 

* 2X8 

090 

87.06 

«n 

• MB 

090 

HWAfl 

170X4 

• 820 

497 

36110 

aqm 

+ 8-17 

497 

E0X9 

266X0 

* 1X0 

2Jl 

«9JI 

520X4 

+ 152 

2X1 

29605 

31499 

* 5-24 

403 

60200 

64 LAS 

#1008 

40) 

44290 

47U7 

*43-22 

077 

57K94 

61189 

+17 Jl 

077 

271X0 

288.91 

* 891 

au 

2844$ 

302X1 

+ 9-34 

002 

«JS 

5130 

+ 0-33 

7.62 

99X1 

W3J6 

*008 

7JQ 

7021 

8427 

*238 


<687 

9241 

* 2X1 


86X5 

9207 

. 119 

1A7 

10808 

11498 

* 400 

1X7 


■ i 


TARGET TRUST MANAGERS 
Phaiten Race. Aadoree llara p riri w 
SP10 IRE. 0264 346747 
American Eigte 111*0 Law + 4.40 043 

Australia 6349 6B0 + 020 1.15 

Equity 168/40 IBO-OT • 5.10 5X7 

EaroSpecSkS 1292D L57A0 * 4X1 0X3 

Financial 3299 3646 + 1.46 3X3 

CtoMlOptetUf 7104 86X5 * 5X5 241 

do- Acc SOW 8671 • 2.75 2X1 

GaM Gen Inc 35.71 3630 + OJO LU 

do- Are 6613 73.17 + 0X7 US 

totoms 10630 11680 ♦ 3X0 SJ3 

Jbpan Genet*] I25JO 122.70 + ZM ... 

Picfetcnce 20X0 22X7 + 027 611 

UK Capful 96X2 UBXO * 270 U6 

FnrddwUeCap 184W 19630 * 4J0 2L27 

worid income 7497 » + i49 3X0 




THORNTON UNIT MANAGERS LTD 




071 4937262. 


W1M7HE- 


DeaHnr 871 493 8545 
ArrMTSmlOn 0907 

73X7 

- 2.92 





7123 

7197 

- MU 





50X5 


« CX05 

698 



-dn-Acc 

6028 

SUES 

+ oos 

698 



Emopran Opps 

55X6 

50351 

+ 2X0 

050 




9617 

99.90? 

- 105 

0X0 



par can oims 

177*7 

131 

• 405 

074 




1.19 lU) 

J340S 

♦ 412 

074 



GotrUNBLRes 

31X3 

3173 

* 010 





32X4 

5470 

* 011 






6071 

64X6 

+ 115 





6071 

6406 

* 115 



m _ 

UtterasniH 

55X2 

5022 

+ 155 

OJM 


1 

-do- ACC 

56X6 

6079 

* £02 

OM 



caJema] town* 

38X7 

37X4 

* in 

419 


" 

-do- ACC 

4489 

47X8 

* L52 

419 


' 

TTgrr 

177.16 

188.97 

+ 829 

L39 



ttoACC 

(8531 

19 746 

+ 907 

139 



UK Small CM 

5U4 

56X3 

+ 228 

2X7 



-do- ACC 

60X2 

65J3 

* 101 

1X7 




UNITED CRARFtnS UNIT TRUSTS 
Uaftren Hsc 252 Rnriaed Rri. lorafun EL 
CSS 5345544 

mmamtua jzosxd jao» #680 457 


WAVERLEY UNIT TRUST 
MANAGEMENT LTD 
13 CinriMKS^ Mitel |)t KH24DI. 
83I22SISSJ 

MtiUemOUA 9X3 UUD *0X2 0X0 

PariOcIHrin »XI 28X7 * 1X6 0X0 

CuHdtasGib 31X0 33S2 * 0X9 010 

GtobalBonri SX9W *0987 (MO 7X6 

Kany Shalt 17.78 (691 * Lil 150 


wHrrnNGDAue iwor trubt 

MANAGERS 

2 Hooey Late Londua ECZVSBT. 

071 6063132 

3 KU O I L 55X3 ffi-43 4 087 493 

Growth d386 «03T + 0.40 ... 

Gin ireemo 50X0 S2XH*0J08X9 

Short DM GI» . 10180 10640 » 040 157 

USGOVTUDtM 30702 SO. 7H MUO ... 

chaarawer 87X5 sow * lw ... 


WWLW1CH UNIT TRUST MANAGERS 

1 Wtose Oak Srpaax. Stmnicy BUS TAG. 
0705388046 

suctamtariU 603 6843 + ijj tzt 


Source ptasm 

• YWd eapressect as CAR (Compound 
Annual Return}; tBx dividend; t Middle 
price ...no ajpU I ltt M data. 


Ft-SEVOtUMES 


Abbey Nail 
Aiw-iytms 
Anglian w 
ATRyB Gp 
ATjoWlg 
aB Foods 
BAA 

BAT lads 
BET 
BOC 
BP 
BT 
STB 

Bk Of Scot 

Barclays 

Bass 

Blue Circle 
Boots 
Bowaier 
srtr AJrwyj Uto 
Brit Gas 1.700 
Brit Steel 1.405 
Butman CStri 14 
Cable wire 717 
Cadbury 470 


&Z7 

260 

364 

1.200 

36 

12 

329 

I.K» 

1JOO 

429 

4.100 

843 

iOOO 


666 

239 

160 

850 

UD 




Carijon Coni 28 

land Sec 

516 

coats vyia 

199 

Legal A Gn 

270 

cm union 

63 

Lloyds Bk 

471 

Courtaulds 

61 

MB Canto 

500 

Deu Rue 

489 

Marta Spr 

1000 

Eng China 

180 

NFC 

Z7S 

Enterpr Oil 

126 

NaiWsi Bk 

716 

Finns 

uoo 

Nat Power 

509 

Pone 

941 

Nth WstW 

64 

ORE 

32 

Ntttrn Rls 

72 

CUS A 

109 

pao 

321 

Gen acc 

76 

Pearwn 

IW 

Gen Elec 

uxn 

PowerCen 

289 

Glaxo 

1.700 

PnnJenUa] 

169 

Granada 

45 

RTZ 

104 

Grand Mei 

MK 

Rank.Org 

126 

Guinness 

934 

Recti it Col 

1.403 

HSBC 

1X00 

Redland 

321 

Hanson 

1.900 

Reed inil 

501 

Id 

$9 

Rentoui 

9 

lnchcape 

679 

Reuters 

290 

Kingfisher 

215 

Rolls Royre 

J97 

Kwft Save 

» 

Rothmans 

250 

LAS Mi; 

IJ30 

Ryl Bk Scot 

685 

Ladbrolce 

767 

SalnsOury 

253 

. 7. ■;>Vr 


lifTC 


Scot Hydru 
Scot & New 
Scot Power 
Sears 

Svm Trenl 
Shell Trans 
Slebe 
SmKl Bcb 

Smith Nph 
Smith (WHI 
Sthm Elec 
Sun Allnce 
Tl Gp 
TSB 

Taie A Lyle 
Tesco 
Thames W 
Thm EMI 
Tomjdns 
Unilever 
Uid Blsc 
Vodafone 
weilcome 

Whi(bd 'A' 

wiims Hid 


351 

«7 

939 

4X00 

655 

694 

426 

510 

108 

655 

313 

393 
21! 
665 
530 
611 
437 

394 
MOO 

320 

59 

606 

373 

460 

267 


MAJOR INDICES 


New York: 

3326.24 1+12.701 

FTSE Euro JOO: 
Brussels; 

J 073.93 (*5.33) 

S&F Catnpaste _ 

439.77 (+0.741 


Tokyo: 



Owed 

NikkriAVgr 

Hong Kong: 
Hang Seng 

— 1764S.85 1-41.82) 

5442.01 (+124.021 

Zurich: SKA Gen - 

London; 

dosed 

1355- IS (*0.68) 

Amsterdam: 


FT 500 _ 

I505_'3 (•0.30) 
_ ._64.0 1-0.41 

106.8 1*0.2) 

FT Got! Mines 



FT Fixed (meres? 

.. 109.43 (*0.f7) 

Frankfurt 



10647 




DAX _ _ 

Ocscd 

USM iDaastnn) — 

.. 11 9 87 (*0.08) 


TRADITIONAL OPTIONS 


First Dealings 
December 21 


Last Dealings 

January 8 


Last Dedanukm 
March 25 


For Setiemem 
AprilS 


CaBoptkws were taken out on 23/1 2/92= Amber Day. Bensraare. British Aerospace. 
Burton. Gjsiaia Euro Disney. Farre. Kwik-Frt. Premier Cons. Queens Moat Rhirra 
ShandwicL Tip hook. 


l^NIXJNHN^a^lFUTtJFiES:; 






Period 


FT-SE 100 

Previous open inKrost 41516 

Three Month Sterting 
Previous cqien interest 2 1 5324 


Mar 93 
Jun93 . 


Three Mth Eurodollar 

Previous open unerase 18918 

Three Mth Euro DM 

Previous open inamac 368 1 7a 

US Treasury Bond 

Previous open interest 664 

LoogGQt 

Previous open interest: 524 78 

Japanese Govmi Band 


Mar 93 
JunbJ ., 
Sep 93 . 

Mar 93 
Jun 93 . 


Mar 93 
Jun 93 . 


Mar 93 
Jim 93 . 


Dec 92 . 
Mar 93 


Mar 93 
Jun 93 . 


German Govmt Bond 

Previous open i/ueres; I3b639 

Three month ECU 

Previews open inreresc 9477 

Euro Sw& Franc 

Previous -jpen interest 38 755 

Italian Govmt Bond 

Previous open intense 20144 


Mar 93 
Jun »3 . 
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REPORT: Both wheat and barley markets remained firm on 
thin volume. Further gains are expected on wheat while a spot 
squeeze continues. Roousta coffee futures dosed with losses of 
jwd id nine dollars a mnne on key positions in veiy quiet 
conditions with the market shutting Tor the Christmas holiday 
at the end of the morning session. Cocoa futures ended 
narrowly mixed. 
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IC3S-LOR (Loudon 830pm 23/l2mk Oil 
prices entered the holiday period on a flighdy 
more optimistic note, helped fay colder vreamer. 
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Exchange index compared with 1 985 was same at 79.5 
(daf^ range 79.5 ). 
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£1.000 MATCH THE SHARES 

If yon have ticked off your eighth share 
in our Match The Shares game today, 
dainjmr prize Iw telephoning 0254 
55272 between 1 0.00am and330p*ji 
(see the Sunday Tana for fall details) 


Three winners equally share yester- 
day’s Portfolio Phis prize of £2.000. 
Mr R Bayfield. Ilford, Essex: Mrs S 
Barreau, London W1 and Mrs I 
Smith. Hunstanton, Norfolk. 
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Shares move ahead by a fraction 



Cost reductions; John CahiQ, of British Aerospace 


A FUTURES-inspired mark- 
up enabled share prices to 
finish the shortened Christ- 
mas Eve trading session in 
positive territory, but only just 

The FT-SE 100 index, up 
more than 13 points at the 
start of business, soon began 
to run out of steam as investor 
attention turned to the forth- 
coming festive season. It end- 
ed the session, onlyO.l higher 
at 2,827.5 with turnover a 
mere 173 million shares. At- 
tempts by market-makers to 
get stock bade on their books 
met with little success. 

Again, the futures market 
made an the early running 
with the March series boast- 
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ing a 50-point preniiuni at 
one stage on buying in a thin 
market Selling try firms such 
as Warburg saw it dose ai 
2.866. although sentiment 
generally remained firm. 

British Aerospace was an 
early casualty after a presenta- 
tion for analysts on Wednes- 
day. Any hopes that the 
company's message may have 
contained some Christmas 
cheer were dashed quickly. 

Analysts have begun down- 
grading their profit forecasts 
after learning that trading 
conditions remain difficult. 
Hoare Govett, the company’s 
own broker, led the way, 
increasing its forecast of pre- 
tax loss for the current year 
from £79 million to £200 
million. It still expects the 
group to bounce bade into the 
blade in 1993 after the dra- 
matic programme of exist re- 
duction and rationalisation 
put in place by John Cahill, 
the new chairman- But ana- 
lysts have slashed estimates of 
pre-tax profits from £150 mil- 
lion to £100 million. The 
shares dosed above their worst 
of the day. ending 5p down, at 
157p. after touching 152p. 

Glaxo was another weak 
market, foiling 8p to 74Sp in 
the wake of further selling 
overnight on Wall Street 
American brokers continue to 
lake a gloomy view of the 
pharmaceutical industry for 
1 993. In the past week. Glaxo 
has suffered a number of 
profit downgradings from the 
likes of Smith Barney and 
Shearson Lehman. The Amer- 
icans are worried about the 
impact on profits of increased 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 

Business quiz 
oftheyear 

14 Who said: He makes 
Harney and hot air 
a fine substi t u te for 
real cask? 

And about whom 
did he say it?^ * 

Pil your wits against 
the business section 
quiz of the year— in 
The Sunday Times 
tomorrow 
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competition from companies 
such as Astra, the Swedish 
pharmaceutical group, which 
has began malting big in- 
roads into Glaxo's main anti- 
ulcer drag market. 

Claws consistently under- 
performed in the London 
market in 1992, but some 
brokers believe the shares are 
now oversold and are confi- 
dent that Imigran, its anti- 
migraine treatment; will makp 
a big contribution to profits 
now that it has received die go- 
ahead to be mpTfepted in 
America, France and 
Germany. 

The a3 sector attracted some 
much needed institutional 
support as investors began to 
take the view that the sector 
had been oreoold in 1992. 
I a sn ip, which has been out of 
favour since it acquired 
Ultramar earlier this year, 
firmed another 2p to I58p. 
Earlier tins week, it an- 
nounced the disposal of some 
of its North Sea assets for 
$145 million. The group 


The rally continues at BICC 
with the price increasing a 
further 7p to 343p as brokers 
continue to have a change of 
heart about the company’s 
prospects. 


needs to make disposals in 
order to reduce debt levels. 

BP was another firm mar- 
ket; dimbing 4p to 241 fep 
after heavy buying of die 
shares overnight in New York. 
The Americans have been big 
buyers of BP for much of 
1 992, while investors in 
London have been selling 
because of fears about the 
dividend. At the last count, 
American investors accounted 
for more than 20 per cent of 
the shares in issue. 

Profit-taking left Kwik-Fit 
the tyre and exhaust specialist, 
3p off at 1 1 7p. But there is still 
persistent talk that tire com- 
pany could soon find itself on 
the receiving end of abid. Last 
month, its name was bring 
linked with Kingfisher, tire 
Woofworth, Comet and B&Q 
stores group, which was 2p 
better at 572p. Now there are 
suggestions that Inch cape, 4p 
down at 556p. is poised to 
make a move after looking 
closely at the company. 

Michael Clark 
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IBM and AT&T help boost Dim 

New York- Blue-chips ended the year. The market dosedat 


an abbreviated session on 2pm for _ Christmas Eye. 
Thursday with moderate Disappointing news mar 
gains, buoyed by strength in weekly jobless dauns rose 
shares of IBM and AT&T. 12.000 to 360.000 m the 
The Dow Jones industrial week ended December 1 2 nan 
average was up 12.70 points little effect 
at 332624. Volume was 96 Tokyo - Shares ended a quiet 
millio n shares, the lightest of Christmas day lower. Brokers 


said trade was fnaoi wtfh- 
most of the world on holiday. - 
The Nikkei average dosed.- 
down 91.81 points, or 0.52- 
per cent, al 17.S57.04. wvlh. - 
ISO million shares traded. 

On Christmas Eve. 4 W 
Nikkei ended down 4122 
points at 17.648.85. (ffewft* / 
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t is good to know that breaches 
of the selling rules are taken 
seriously by the regulators and 
the wrongdoers are punished. Or 
are they? 

This week, the Life Assurance and 
Unit Trust Regulatory Organisation 
announced that it had imposed its 
largest fine to date on Scottish Wid- 
ows. The fifth-largest life company 
will have to pay £1 20,000 for failing 
to train and supervise its tied agents, 
and will also have to meet the costs of 
the disdplinaiy procedure and 
investigation. 

This might be regarded as a fair 
cop of one of the biggest and best 
that had failed to mend its ways 
quickly enough for Lautro. The 
paperwork of the tied agents was 
first found wanting in spring 1991. 
This April Lautro was still not 
happy with the way Scottish Widows 
was supervising its salesmen or how 
much it knew about them. 

Every policy sold by the tied agents 
in the four years from the implemen- 


Let the punishment fit the crime 


tation of the Financial Services Act 
had to be checked — die costs being 
borne by the existing policyholders. 
Now they learn that they will have to 
pay the fine and associated costs. 

A better system should be found so 
that any wrongdoers and those who 
allow sloppy practices to go un- 
checked will pay the penalty, not the 
investors in mutual life companies. 
The cost will only be pennies per pol- 
icy, but if fines are meant to hurt and 
reflect the seriousness of a breach, 
the pain must be felt by the guilty. 

Lautro only started imposing fines 
in 1 992. It has already hit several 
household names forever increasing 
amounts, which must surely help the 
regulator’s fending. Now could be 
the time to resolve to change its rules 
in 1 993, so thar poflcyhoTders who 
have already funded any compensa- 
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tion to those sold the wrong product 
are not further penalised 
The Financial Intermediaries 
Managers and Brokers Regulatory 
Association has also stepped up its 
fines. The latest penalty is £25.000 
imposed on Aylesbury Associates, a 
broker that specialised in risky home 
income plan schemes for elderly 
home owners. The firm was de- 
clared in default in March and 
about 250 of its diems — mostly 
elderly people who borrowed using 


the value of their homes as security to 
invest in bonds that have sub- 
sequently fallen in value as fast as 
their homes — have d aimed 
compensation from the Investors’ 
Compensation Scheme. 

If tiie firm has no money to pay 
the clients who have lost money 
because of its dealings, it certainly 
will have no money to meet the fine. 
Fimbra is sanguine and says that 
fines are imposed according to the 
seriousness of the breach. Whether 


or not Aylesbury can or will pay is 
another matter. 

The other investment firms that 
will pay the compensation bill for the 
firm through the industry levy will 
be relieved to find that they will not 
have to dig deeper to meet the fine. 

Home cheer 

L etters have started to arrive in 
4 million homes with good 
new of reduced mortgage 
payments in the new year for bor- 
rowers on annual review. For many, 
the fall will be substantial, as mort- 
gage rates stood at 1 1.5 per cent a 
year ago and, in most cases, will be 
6.5 per cent from January 1 . 

While lenders have tried to per- 
suade borrowers on annual review 
schemes to reduce payments during 


1 992, as rates fell, pessimism about 
jobs and bouse prices has been so 
great that few have dared to do so. 

Those who still feel nervous about 
the value of their home or work pros- 
pects in 1993 should take the 
opportunity to cut mortgage pay- 
ments whenever it is presented. The 
£1 00 plus that will be typically saved 
can always be put into an investment 
account Then, at the end of the 
lender’s financial year, they can pay 
a lump sum off the mortgage. In 
most cases, failing to reduce pay- 
ments only benefits the lenders. 
They do not take into account the 
larger than necessary payments and 
reduce the interest to be paid during 
the year. The extra cash should give 
a greater sense of well-being to fam- 
ilies who have struggled to pay their 
way in 1 992. It may also encourage 
some to venture into the housing 
market, as their dream home may 
now be a possibility after two years of 
falling rates, failing house prices and 
rising wages. 


Lindsay Cook presents a Christmas money quiz for the family 

Getting in trim for a 
financially fit 1993 


AFTER the financial binge, 
the hangover. It may be a 
holiday, but the bank's com- 
puter already knows who has 
aver-indedged. It is a terrify- 
ing thought Those credit card 
slips and cash dispenser state- 
ments may not be phantoms 
of the blurred imagination. 

This is the time to think 
about financial hangover 
cures. After all, it is a long 
time until the next pay 
cheque. But, with a little 
organisation, by Christmas 
1993, most people can be 
looking forward to a striven! 
new year. 

Sorting out a personal bud- 
get can be like starting a diet 
Financial flabbiness is a con- 
dition of rich and pom 1 alike. 
For example, there are thon- 
A ,\ sands of people who needless- 
ly pay hundreds of pounds a 
year in bank charges. A little 
reorganisation, and they 
would save every penny. 

The most foolish are those 
who run expensive overdrafts 
when they have savings 
tucked away. The savings may 
be earning them far less than 
their overdraft is costing. The 
sensible and money-saving 



1. Who are free credit cards 
cheapest far? 

a Customers who pay off the 
minimum each month, 
b Those who shop a lot and 
always pay off in full each 
month. 

c Politicians with a penchant 
for red wine. 

2. What is the current annual 
percentage rate Bardaycard's 
8 million cardholders are 
charged when they borrow? 

a 24.9 per cent 
b 22.9 per cent 
c 29.8 per cent. 

3. Who are the only people 
you should give your personal 
identification number to? 

a Your wife, 
b Your bank manager, 
c Your bookie. 

4. What is the best way of 
writing down your PIN? 

a On tire back of the card in 
waterproof ink. 
b In your address book under 
credit card numbers, 
c You should not write your 
number down anywhere. If 
you cannot remember it see if 
you can change to a memora- 
ble number. If not. write it 
down heavity disguised in a 
diary or address rook and do 
not tdl anyone. 



1. In what new way do banks 
plan to charge personal cus- 
tomers m 1993? 

a By installing turnstiles, 
b Doubling the charges to 
customers who overdraw, 
c By charging customers who 
remain in credit 

2. When did the big four 
banks start paying interest on 
current accounts? 
aTheydonot 

b 1990. 
c 1968. 

3. How can most personal 
customers avoid paying bank 
charges? 

a By always remaining in 
credit if only by a few pence, 
b Send the bank manager a 
case of whisky at Christmas. 
cWrite to the banking om- 
budsman and complain about 
excessive charges. 

4. How did the banking code 


way would be to pay off tire 
overdraft and gradually re- 
store the savings with the 
money that would have been 
eaten op in charges. 

The couqrartinentatisation 
of money prevents many tak- 
ing this course of action. Once 
money is saved it should stay 
so, they argue. It is the same 
argument that prevents 
people paying off expensive 
credit card bifis at this time of 
year with savings. The credit 
card has been melted in the 
pursuit of pleasure and ex- 
pensive fripperies and cannot 
be paid for with long-term 
savings. However, for those 
who can trust themselves to 
pay the equivalent to at least 
the minim n m credit card 
payment every month bade to 
their savings until the balance 
is restored, raiding savings 
will prevent interest being 
logged up at the rate of 20- 
odd per cent a year while they 
wfll forgo interest of 5 per 
cent or less after tax. 

In addition, with most 
cards, paying off the out- 
standing balance wffl enable 
the customer to use the inter- 
est-free period of op to 56 

help tire users of cash 
dispensers? 

a lire limit on tire amount that 
can be withdrawn was raised 
to £500 a day. 

bNew hologram designs 
mean that cards cannot be 
forged. 

cThe losses that can be in- 
curred with cards is now 
limited to £50 unless the 
cardholder is grossly 
negligent 



1. What is an obsolete savings 
account? 

a One that has an unfashion- 
able passbook. 

bOne that is dosed to new 
customers and pays a much 
lower rate of interest than 
newer accounts, 
c An account that has had no 
transactions for 12 months. 

2. What is the difference be- 
tween the gross rate of inter- 
est quoted by banks and 
building societies and the 
amount paid to savers who 
are bask rate taxpayers? 

a The taxpayers get more. 
bThe gross rate quoted is 33 

per cent more than the net rate 
received. 

cTbe gross rate is 25 percent 
more than the net rate. 

3. Why was the interest rate 
paid by the National Savings 
First Option Bond reduced in 
July? 

a Because savers were suspi- 
cious of such a high return, 
b Because the Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Building Society 
increased its mortgage rate. 
cThe government had got 
enough money. 



2. When should you tell a 
financial institution if you 
cannot meet the payments? 
a As soon as you realise you 
have a problem, 
b When you get a solicitors 
letter. 

c.When the date for a court 
hearing is set 

2.1s the rate of interest 
charged by credit card com- 
panies higher than the inter- 
est paid on instant access 
savings accounts or lower? 
a Higher, 
blower. 
cThe same. 


days for new purchases. With 
money still owing; interest 
starts to be charged on new 
purchases as soon as they 
reach the account 

It is no good trying to 
change from a financial in- 
competent who does not 
know that APR does not stand 
for approximate interest rate 
but for awnnai percentage 
rate overnight Such percent- 
age rales are the only true way 
of comparing interest charges 
because they include all the 
extra fees. It makes it possible 
to compare how costly differ- 
ent fixed-rate mortgages are, 
for example. The annual per- 
centage rate includes the cost 
of the arrangement or book- 
ing fee Once these are added, 
the flat rate may not look so 
attractive against a variable 
mortgage rate. 

The APRs do not include 
the higher cost of buying 
contents or buddings insur- 
ance from the lender than 
getting the best deal in the 
market place either, but there 
have been bargains available 
during the year that were 
snapped up ^ the financially 
fit As with dieting, budgeters 

3. How will tire American 
system of debt counselling to 
be introduced to Britain in 
2 993 help people behind with 
their payments? 

alt will provide a four-year 
payment plan to get their 
debts paid off 

b Wealthy Americans will 
sponsor impoverished Britons 
through tire scheme, 
c Indebted Britons wfll be sent 
to America to earn more so 
that they can pay their way. 

4. What is the highest amount 
that can be paid as income 
support to meet mortgage 
interest payments? 
a£50aweek 

b £1.000 a month. 
cThere is no limit In Decem- 
ber, it was reported that one 
former businessman was re- 
ceiving £1,800 a week to keep 
him in his baronial home. 



1. Does a broker earn more 
selling you a 25-year unit- 
linked savings plan linked to 
life assurance or a unit trust 
or investment trust regular 
saving; scheme? 

a The unit-linked plan pays 
most 

b He earns nothing for selling 
the life plan but does it out of 
the goodness of his heart 
c Investment trusts pay most 
commission. This is why bro- 
kers tend to avoid them in case 
they are thought to be greedy. 

2. Would you pay more in 
commission to a salesman 
who sells you a single premi- 
um p ensi on or one who sells 
yon an annual premium 
pension? 

a The single premium pen- 
sion has lower charges. 
bThe annual premium pen- 
sion is the best deal — that is 
why salesmen favour them, 
c There is no difference. 

3. How much information 
about the commission be 
earns does an insurance sales- 
man have to give you before 
he sells a policy? 

aHe should tell you exactly 
what he wfll receive for selling 
the policy and compare it to 
other commissions for other 
investment products, 
b Nothing, unless you specifi- 
cally ask him and he is an 
independent financial adviser, 
c It is far too complicated for 
any salesman to work out 
what they wfll earn lei alone 
tdl the customer. 


have to find what suits them 
best Some people enjoy look- 
ing at the details of an array of 
bank and building society 
accounts on a computer 
screen at any time of the day 
or night Others prefer to keep 
their financial dealings to one 
brief hour a month, when all 
bills are dealt with. 

The feckless overspender 
who makes expensive cash 
withdrawals with one credit 
card to pay off the bills on 
another wfll not become an 
expert investor straightaway, 
but given time could have a 
cash surplus to play with. 

First of all people need to 
find out which category they 
are in. The chances are they 
are in better shape than they 
thought Anyone who reads 
Weekend Monty regularly 
should have a fair grounding 
in the workings of banks, 
building societies, insurance 
policies, pension funds and 
the Inland Revenue. 

Our financial fitness quiz 
wfll indicate how tough your 
financial work out wifl need to 
be and bow well you have read 
(he Weekend Monty pages 
during 1992. 



1. Why are people who took 
out five-year fixed-rate mort- 
gages at 13 per cent in 1991 
complaining? 

a Because their lenders have 
broken the agreements and 
moved them to variable rate 
loans. 

b Because they face uncertain- 
ty in 1996. 

c Because variable interest 
rates are down to 8.5 percent 
or lower for larger loans. 

2. When were mortgages last 
below 9 per cent? 

a 1988. 
b 1978. 
c 1968. 

3. Which mortgage lender 
lent £400 mSHon in fixed-rate 
mortgages in ten days during 
November? 

a Santa's Mortgage Com- 
pany. _ 
b Abbey National, 
c The Skipton Building Society. 




1. What will the new retire- 
ment age be for women? 

a 63. 
b67. 

cNot even the government 
knows yet 

2. Why are companies moving 
women’s retirement age up- 
wards while at the same time 
making redundant? 

a They want to increase the 
proportion of women working 
so as to qualify for a new EC 
equal employment directive, 
b Women age better than men. 
c They are anticipating a court 
ruling in January that is likely 
to establish that men and 
women should get equal pen- 
sion benefits. 

3. Which body recommended 
that a compensation fund 
should be set up to guarantee 
all employee pension schemes 
from any loss and then modi- 
fied its scheme when its 
members said they did not 
want to fend it? 

a Santa's Earnings Related 

Pension Scheme. 

bThe National Association of 

Pension Funds. 

cThe House of Commons 

select committee on pensions. 


The answers to the quiz 
appear on page 28. 
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FIXED INTEREST BOND 
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GROSS PJ 


GUARANTEED FOR 6 MONTHS. MINIMUM INVESTMENT £500. 


ONE HEADLINE RATE THAT'S 
GUARANTEED NOT TO FALL. 


Whilst many investors are now seeing 
their investment rate cut, you can still get 
a Portman Fixed Interest Bond at the com- 
petitive rate of 8.00% gross p.a. 

It comes with an absolute guarantee 
that the rate of interest you earn will be 


fixed for a full 6 months. 

What's more this fixed rate is available 
on investments from just £500. 

Since this is a strictly limited offer, act 
now by returning the coupon or calling 
the FREEPHONE number below.- 


STRICTLY LIMITED OFFER. PHONE FREE OF CHARGE: 


MEMBER OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES ASSOCIATION. ASSETS EXCEEDING £2.400 MILLION. 




PORTMAN 

BUILDING SOCIETY 


WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU IS IMPORTANT TO US. 

Principal Officei Portman house. Richmond Hill. BOURNEMOUTH BH2 6EP- 

Iniewi is paid at ihe end of the 6 month term. On completion ol die A month m your funds will automatically be convened 10 a 
Penman Instant Access Account Assuming the bask rate of tax remains ai 254L tha net equivalent rate is 6-00% pj, Rates correct at time of going 
to press. Interest wifi be paid net of basic rate income tax or, subject to the required certification, gross. Where the tax deducted exceed* the tax 
liability (if any], a claim may be made to the Inland Revenue for repayment of tax. Withdrawals are not permitted during the 6 month term. 
Minimum Investment: £500. Maximum Investment: £25,000 per Individual or £50.000 for joint Investors. 


Please complete and return to: Customer Services (Investments), Portman Building Society, Please send me/us further details 
Portman House, Richmond Hill, FREEPOST, BOURNEMOUTH BH2 6TB. PLEAS 1 

I/We enclose £ (Minimum £500, Maximum C25.000/£5 0,000} to invest in a Fixed Interest Bond. 
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FIXED FOR 4 YEARS 

PLUS 

THE PROSPECT OF 
CAPITAL GROWTH 

Now there is a way to guarantee yourself a 
healthy return of 8 . 0 % net of basic tax until 
1 996 AND at the same time have the prospect 
of growing your original capitaL 

SUN ALLIANCE will provide your income 
quarterly and special Capital Investment Trust 
Securities aim not only to return your original 
fund but offer the real prospect of increa sing it 
to produce a surplus. 

The Gold Chip Constant High Income Plan 
is a brilliantly simple way to keep up your 
income in times like these, devised by one of 
Britain's most experienced and respected 
independent financial planning specialists 
established in 1960. 

Post the coupon or telephone us on - 
081 339 9900 for the facts now. 

^ "* TO Mr Mkfaad Want Pttridge Muir & Warren Ltd., 

Taiwan)] Toner North, Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surrey KT6 7EL, 
Registered by The Securities A Investments Board. 

Please send me full details of how the GOLD CHIP 
CONSTANT HIGH INCOME PLAN can benefit me 


FULL NAME MR/MRS/MS 
ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE 

I PAY BASK KATE TAX □ HIGHER RATE TAX □ 
ACE NEXT BIRTHDAY 

NOTE: The nun pnftd tar a comd 
a tins of font to pm 


♦ ! 

^ GC20A , 


THE PEOPLE WITH CAPITAL IDEAS 


The housing market is showing signs of revival, but a buyer does not always have to usc^sc; 


Cutting the cost of moving 


Nicola Cote finds 
that people seeking 
property bargains 
could save money 
on legal fees, but 
they must be careful 


HOMEBUYERS and sellers 
could cut moving costs at a 
stroke by using licensed con- 
veyancers for the legal work 
involved in ownership 
transfer. 

Independent research has 
shown that conveyancers, who 
gained professional status five 
years ago. have been quoting 
fees on average 19.4 to 32.7 
per cent lower than those 
sought by solicitors. 

These percentages emerged 
in a survey forming part of 
Spatial Aspects of Deregula- 
tion. in the Market for Legal 
Services, a study done by the 
economics department at the 
University of Strathdyde that 
is now bring updated. 

Applying those percentages 
to current average costs, con- 
veyancers can save a purchas- 
er £57 to £90 on a £50.000 
house, and a minimum of £76 
to £1 20 on a £ 100,000 proper- 
ty. Conveyancers' quoted fees 
have proved similarty cheaper 
in bouse sales transactions. 

Although the Strathdyde 
survey was carried out three 
yeans ago, there is little reason 
to think that when the updat- 
ed findings appear in Febru- 
ary that they will show a 
picture radically different 
from those unearthed before. 

The Council for licensed 
Conveyancers remains cau- 
tiously confident that the 
amounts charged by the 301 
independent professionals it 
controls are generally lower 
than solicitors’ fees for the 
same type of work. Yet in spite 


MCKMALAND 



The real price of 

do-it-yourself 
conveyancing 


By Liz Dolan 


of the price advantage that 
licensed conveyancers offer, 
their market share represents 
1 per cent or less of the 
business available. 

The latter will probably total 
about 950.000 residential 
property purchases by the end 
of the current year, against 
more than 1.2 million pur- 
chases in 1991. 

Lack of awareness on the 
part of the client may be one 
reason why licensed convey- 
ancers have not managed 
seriously to dent solicitors’ 
market share. Potential clients 
may simply not realise that an 
authorised alternative exists to 
more traditional services. 

As the Strathdyde study 
observed, there is also the 
“problem” of attachment to 
“the family firm of solictors'*. 

It could be called the com- 
fort factor. Why s witch horses 
for the sake of saving a few 


pounds when the local law 
practice not only guarantees 
title (right to possession) but 
has measurably cut its fees 
since the mid-eighties? 

licensed conveyancers, in 
demonstrating their capability 
and trustworthiness to a wider 
audience, could justifiably 
highlight their status as prop- 
erty law specialists whose qual- 
ifying examinations are as 
stringent — more so, some say 
— as those confronting solici- 
tors. Almost 1,000 students 
are studying to obtain licences. 

The Council for Licensed 
Conveyances, which is fund- 
ed in part by the Lord Chan- 
cellor’s department works to 
ensure “efficient and econom- 
ic services”. It has the power to 
issue and remove the annual 
licences, also to discipline 
practitioners who breach its 
rules of conduct and practice. 
Council members include two 





The new Britannia fixed rate bond. 

Your chance to secure a 
guaranteed rate of interest for the 
next two years. 

Which in the current economic 
dimate, is a very attractive proposition. 

The minimum investment is just 


£5,000 and the interest is payable at 
the end of the fixed rate term. 

No withdrawals or further 
investments are allowed {though 
further bonds may be opened subject 
to availability). 

This is a strictly limited issue, so caR 


now on the number below (Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm t ) or contact your local branch 
for further details. 

Freephone 0800 269655 


I Britannia 

1 Building Society 


tAn om-wr&WVW Mnrin k 


Brifanai# Bu&ftag SmMv, Mawfwi Ham, UA MaH*. STO SIS. A top Im ractaty wl* aM toKawfeg W bdltoa. 
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trade department representa- 
tives specifically briefed to 
safeguard consumer interests. 
Compensation funds and pro- 
fessional insurances are in 
I^ace. 

The number of complaints 
has risen— the council blames 
recession-prompted transac- 
tion failures — and now runs 
at a rate of “roughly less than 
one a week”, Andrew Viner, 
the council secretary said. 
“One of the main causes is fail- 
ure of communication — 
people not understanding 
their position and others not 
explaining it to them 
properly." 

Tire council urges caution in 
selecting a licensed conveyanc- 
er “Not everyone who calls 
themselves a property convey- 
ancer is licensed.” Their status 
can always be checked with 
tire council, which is based at 
Suite 3. Cairngorm House, 
203 Marsh Wall, London 
E14 9YT, Telephone: 071 
537 2953. 

Spatial Aspects of Deregula- 
tion in the Market for Legal 
Services, Department of Eco- 
nomics, University of Strath- 
dyde. Glasgow. 


HOMEBUYERS who deride 
to do their own conveyancing 

need an organised mind and a 

reasonable amount of free 
time. They must also be pre- 
pared to query any unexpected 

costs, as Carole Marsh discov- 
ered when she sold a house to 
her daughter. Sarah, in the 
summer. 

The Alliance & Leicester, 
Miss Marsh’s lender, said 
there would be no charges 
except for the surveyor's fee. 
She was, therefore, surprised 
to receive a letter from the 
society later informing her 
that she would have to pay a 
£25 “administration fee" 
because die would be arrang- 
ing her own insurance. She 
would also have to pay £ 100 . 
plus value-added tax, to the 
society’s solicitor. The society 
said this sum was “based on a 
fee agreed between the Law 
Society and the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders". 

Miss Marsh was even more 
surprised when the society’s 
solicitor subsequently in- 
formed her that she would be 
charged £200, phis VAT. Un- 
daunted. she demanded to 
know why the solicitor had 
seen fit to double the original 
quote and was rewarded with 
a return to the £1 00 charge. 

They had intended to em- 
ploy a solicitor to do their 
conveyancing. However, after 
contacting a few firms, they 
discovered they would have to 
pay at least £600 for what, to 
them, appeared to be a simple 
transaction. 

Mrs Marsh said: “We calcu- 
lated that the entire costs if we 
did it ourselves would be 
around £100. It shouldn't be a 
problem because we know 
each other but if I wasn't 
selling to Sarah, I think I 
would be a bit scared. If she 
was buying a strange house, I 
think she would still have used 
a solicitor.” 

The Consumers’ Associ- 
ation agrees that nobody 
should rnnsirifr doing their 
own conveyancing except in 
the simplest of situations. Un- 


fortunately. most of the or-, 
ounstances considered unstnfr. 
able for do-it-yourself convey- 
ancing apply to propels 
most commonly acquired by 
first-time buyers, the very 
people who are least likfity to 
have money to play wto." 
These indude leasehold fiats 
and “hybrid transactions*./ 
such as those offered by some 
housing associations to help 
first-time buyers get a foot on 
the housing ladder. 

Other proscribed areas in- 
clude new properties, buying 
at auction, buying from di?. 
voiced or separated couples 
and transactions where the 
other side is also acting for 
him or herself, or using an 
unlicensed conveyancer. A sol- 
icitor should also be employed 
when buying or selling prop- 
erty outside England or 
Wedcs* 

Even when there are no 
obvious difficulties, there are 
still risks. The Consumers* 
Association gives a warning 
that buying a home without 
attending to all the necessaiy 
safeguards can mean the loss 
of a lot of money, ending up 
with a worthless properly, or 
even one that is still owned lay 
someone rise. In suitable cir- 
cumstances. however, the as- 
sociation calculates that sav- 
ings can be between £150 and , 
£500, on average, per transac- 
tion with do-it-yourself 
conveyancing. 

As well as a logical mind, 
those doing their own convey- 
ancing must have access to 
typing and photocopying facil- 
ities and be contactable by 
telephone. Those who are 
buying and selling at the same 
time are likely to find that 
more than twice as much work 
is involved than if they were 
doing one or the other. 

There are books on the 
subject, the best of which are 
easy-to-follow, step-by-step 
guides on what is basically a 
straightforward exercise. The 
Consumers' Association publi- 
cation. Doing Your Own Con- 
veyancing . costs £12.95. 



GUARANTEED rates of be- 
tween? and 8 per cent are be- 
ing offered on fixedrrate bonds 
from the Bradford & BingLey 
and Portman bufiding societ- 
ies. The Portman will pay 8 
per cent gross, 6 per cent net 
on balances of between £500 
and £25,000 (E50.000 for a 
joint account) held for six 
months. Savers keeping their 
funds with the society for 12 
months will get 7 per cent 
gross. 5.5 per cent net on 
balances of between £500 and 
£10,000. The B&B has raised 
its rates on its Maximiser 
Fixed Reserve Bond. It will 
now pay 7 percent gross, 5.25 
percent net an increase of 0.4 
per cent gross. Investors are 
guaranteed a minimum re- 
turn of 6.6 percent gross. 4.95 
per cent net, if base rates con- 
tinue to falL But if rates in- 
crease, rates on the bond could 
rise as writ The minimum 
investment is £5,000. No 
additions or withdrawals are 
allowed in the first 12 months. 

□ The Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Building Society is 


to cut rates on its London 
Deposit account from January. 
2. Sayers with balances of 
between £5.000 and £9.999 
will earn 7 percent gross, 5.25 
per cent net, down from 9.1 
per cent gross, 6.82 per cent 
neL Balances of between 
£25,000 and £3 million wfll 
earn 8 per cent gross, 6 per 
cent net instead of 1 0 per cent 
gross. 7.5 per cent net Those 
wanting monthly income will 
get a top rate of 7.6 per cent 
gross. 5.7 percent net instead 
of the current rates of 9.5 per 
cent gross. 7.12 per cent net 

□ The annual rates on per- 
sonal loans from foe Yorkshire 
Bank are being cut by 2 per 
cent between December 29 
and January 29. The move 
will cut the rate on a loan of 
£ 2,000 repayable over three 
years from 20.4 to 18.4 per 
cent The minimum loan is 
£ 200 , with no maximum. 

□ Birmingham Midshires 
Building Society has launched 
two fixed-rate deals — an 8.49 
per cent mortgage fixed until 


January 31, 1998, and a 7.35 
per cent morgage fixed for two 
years. The five-year loan has 
an APR of 8.9 per cent and an 
arrangement fee of £245. The 
two-year loan has an arrange- 
ment fee of £195. 

□ The new “official rate" of 
interest used to calculate the 
tax employees pay on cheap 
loans provided by employers 
wfll fall from 9 per cent to 
8.25 per cent on January 6 . 

□ Midland Bank is offering a 
free driving lesson with the 
British School of Motoring to 
1 6 to 1 8-year-olds opening a 
Uvecash account. The offer, 
which runs from December 
29. is one of a range of incen- 
tives from the bank to tempt 
young people to open ac- 
counts. The minimum age has 
been lowered from 13 to 11 
and the minimum opening 
balance has been reduced 
from £10 to £1. AD new and 
existing customers aged 1 1 to 
18 will get £30 of vouchers 
giving them savings on goods 
from a range of stores. 


Credit Cards 

lb; 2a — it falls to 22.9 per 
cent, the lowest level for 15 
years in January: 3 — all are 
wrong you should give your 
number to no one: 4c — the 
disguise must be so good that 
a stranger or family member 
cannot work it ouL 
Banks 

lc 2b; 3a; 4c — what exactly 
gross negligence is has not 
been defined in the code. 


1 b; 2 b — customers are expect- 
ed to be vigilant and constant- 
ly to check interest rates, but 
foe building societies' om- 
budsman ruled at foe start of 
the year that foe Nationwide 
should pay compensation to 
savers in an instant ac ce s s 
account who felt they had been 
disadvantaged; 3b. 

Debts 

la; 2a; 3a: 4c. 

Insurance 
la; 2a; 3 b. 

Mortgages 

lc 2b; 3b — throughout the 
year fixed-rate mortgages 
grew in popularity so that 
some lenders were reporting 
that half their loans were in 
this form. 

Pensions 

1 ®»2c; 3b. There will be much 
activity on pensions next year, 
starting with a ruling on foe 
Cotoroll case on January 26, 
a>ntinuing with foe Goode 
Committee report on Pensions 
Refonn and foe government’s 
decision on foe state retire- 
ment age. 
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NatWest puts 
a spotlight 
on accounts 


CUSTOMERS of National 
Westminster Bank could find 
that branch managers contact 
them much more quickly next 
year if monthly salary cheques 
fail to arrive, or accounts are 
pushed into the red try signifi- 
cant changes in transactions 
(Sara McConnell writes). 

The bank is developing 
technology to carry out “real 
time behavioural scoring" on 
customers’ current accounts. 
NatWest believes it is the first 
bank to do this. 

The technology wiU enable a 
branch to run checks on the 
present activity of an account 
and see if it accords with the 
normal pattern. If it deviates 
significantly, the manager will 
contact the customer to ask if 



Powell: “more in touch” 

there is a problem. The idea is 
for bank managers and staff to 
become more pro-active and 
approach customers rather 
than wait to hear that they are 
in difficulties because of re- 
dundancy, or for other 
reasons. 

A customer will then be 
invited to discuss the problems 
with the manager and work 
out ways of rescheduling pay- 
ments or. in some cases, 
consolidating debts into a 
single payment 

David Powell NatWest*s 
UK head of personal finance, 
said the necessary check sys- 
tems to enable branch staff to 
do this could be in place by the 
middle of next year. At 
present, NatWest like other 


hanks, manages “by excep- 
tion”. Branches wait to hear 
from the customer, but often 
debts have started to build up 
by the time the customer finds 
the time, or plucks up the 
courage, to make contact 

Mr Powell said: “Brandies 
wiD be able to be more in 
touch with their customers. 
We already do a lot of sitting 
down with diems, advising 
them on debt problems.” 

NatWest. in common with 
other leading banks, is selec- 
tive about its customers and 
says it wants to help 
creditworthy customers who 
make it through die initial 
screening process. The bank 
will refuse to take on those 
with county court judgments 
against them, or those who 
cannot stick to debt repay- 
ments agreed with a creditor. 

In a separate initiative. 
NatWest is sponsoring two 
self-help packages on dealing 
with debt The two booklets. 
Dealing with Your Debts if 
You Rent Your Home, and 
Dealing with Your Debts if 
You Have a Mortgage, will be 
available through Citizens Ad- 
vice Bureaux. 

The booklets are designed to 
take people step by step 
through working out a person- 
al budget They also contain 
sample letters to creditors. The 
consequences of not paying 
priority debts, such as the 
mortgage and community 
charge, are explained, as are 
the consequences of not pay- 
ing gas and electricity bills. 
After arrangements to pay 
some of the outstanding debt 
or rescheduling priority debt 
repayments, the remaining 
money can be shared between 
non-priority creditors. 

The guides advise people in 
difficulties to try to attend 
court hearings, if events are 
taken that far. People should 
not be tempted to borrow 
money to pay off debts without 
getting advice first, as tins 
could make matters worse. 

The Citizens Advice Bureau 
emphasised that the booklets 
would not be a substitute for a 
personal interview with an 
adviser, but would be comple- 
mentary to it 
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Sara McConnell on the banks’ dispute with stores 

Plastic will remain flexible 


SHOPPERS should still be 
able to rely on being able to 
buy next year's Christmas 
holiday food and drink with a 
plastic card, instead of being 
forced to pay with cheques or 
cash. 

Five large stores. Sainsbuiy. 

Tesco. Asda, Safeway and 
Gateway, had suggested they 
might refuse to accept plastic 
cards in payment for goods 
because processing charges 
made by banks were too high. 

The threat receded this week 
when Sir Bryan Carsberg, the 
director general of fair trad- 
ing. said he was not going to 
ask the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission to in- 
vestigate whether increases in 
some of the fees charged by 
banks amounted to “an abuse 
of dominant position or arose 
from another form of anti- 
competitive behaviour'. 

Sir Bryan concluded that 
the market for debit and credit 
cards was stiD developing. 
Also, competition in both the 
issuing of cards and merchant 
acquirer services offered by 
banks appeared to have in- 
creased and merchant service 
charges had fallen. 

He said; “The evidence 
received does not show the 
issuing banks to have been 
colluding over the size of the 


increases. The increase in 
charges appear to be for the 
purpose of aligning charges 
more dosely with costs and 
there is no evidence of excess 
profits.” 

Cotin Smith, finance direc- 
tor of the Argyll Group, which 
owns Safeway, and chairman 
of the ad hoc joint committee 1 
farmed by the five retailers in 
the summer, said this week; 
“We believe our customers 
want the choice of paying by 
cash cheque or card. But this 
has to be based on a fair and 
economic price.” The commit- 
tee welcomed the Office of 
Fair Trading’s decision to 
review the matter again in two 
years’ time. 

The stores made a formal 
complaint to the Office of Fair 
Trading in June this year that 
banks were acting in concert 
by “seeking unflaterafly to 
impose higher charges from 
card transactions”. 

They said they were were 
particularly concerned about 
the imposition of an “inter- 
change fee” for Swtich debit 
cards. This is paid by the bank 
handling the retailer’s transac- 
tion to die bank holding the 
customer’s account but retail- 
ers have no control over die 
level of this fee. The Office of 
Fair Trading will discuss this 


further with the retailers and 
banks. 

Barclays, the largest mer- 
chant acquirer said the deci- 
sion was “a victory for the 
consumer”. Richard Reay- 
Smith, chief executive of 
Barclays Central Retail Ser- 
vices Division, said: “Retailers 
get important extra benefits 
from accepting payments by 
cards compared with cash or 
cheques. 

“Accepting cards provides 
fast efficient and guaranteed 
payemnt Their popularity 
with the public has also led to 
increased sales and larger 
purchases. 

“Last year, consumers chose 
to pay for E40 billion worth of 
purchases using plastic cards. 
The announcement safe- 
guards die right of consumers 
to deride which payment 
method to use." 

However, those paying with 
Switch debit cards or using 
charge cards tike American 
Express or Diners’ Chib might 
find that they are being 
charged more than if they 
pa id by cash. 

Retailers already have die 
right to charge people more 
for using credit cards and Sir 
Biyan said he would be asking 
why this should not be extend- 
ed to debit and charge cards. 



Shoppers’ friend: Sir Bryan Carsberg found no evidence against the banks 
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People choose a Better savings account. 


To Guarantee turning this 




£8,400 



INTO THIS 


<£ 12,025 



Take out an 
N&P Guaranteed TESSA V 

If you’ve got from as little as £100 up to a maximum of £8,400 to invest, an 
N&JP Guaranteed TESSA V could be the account for you. *For example, as a basic rate taxpayer 

investing £8,400 now you’ll get £12,025 at the end of 5 years. 

To make the most of your money call our helpline, free, between 8am and 8pm, 7 days a week on 

0800 50 60 70 



N&P_ 

No-one’s busier on your behalf 
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OFFER CLOSES 26th FEBRUARY 1993 

For the first time M&G will be launching a new 
monthly income fund. The Manager will be able to 
select the best investment opportunities from M&G’s 
range of funds to achieve the Fund’s objective. 

The Manager may invest up to 40% in funds 
with the security of investing in fixed interest and 
government stocks. This Fund should be ideal for 
PEP investment. 

Pre-register now for details by returning the 
coupon below or by telephoning 

(0245) 390 900 (business hours) 


To: The M&G Group, PO Box 111, Chelmsford CM1 1FR. 

Please send me details of your new PEP offer to be launched in 
early February. 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 


INITIALS 


SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


XCLD 


Not available to residents of the Republic of Ireland. 

We never make your name and address available to unconnected organisations. We will 


occasionally tell you about othajxoducts or services offered by ourselves and associated 
M&G Companies. Tick the box □ if you would prefer not to receive this information. 
Issued by M&.G Financial Services Limited (member of IMRO). 

The M&G Managed Income Fund is managed by M&G Securities Limited (Member of IMRO and Lavbo). 


I- 


Flemings 


gives you more 


Fourteen investment trusts with a wide 
choice of strategies 


Excellent long term performance record 
Daily dealing for lump sums 
Eight trusts available in a PEP 


Regular newsletter for all investors 

Share exchange facility 

Share price and asset value information line 

Dedicated customer helpline 

Twice yearly valuations 


✓ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

✓ 


All trusts graded by risk 
Special offers to investors 



Few can match the full range of services provided by Fleming Investment Trusts. For full details of our Share Plan 
and PEI* and of our strong investment record, please complete the coupon or call our Helpline - 071 920 0539. 


rtmr line [Ik aloe of dura and die income from then cun fiH a veil as ivc rad avanm raf n« cei bock llie fuB ranum iawsrad Rur pcrbimm n nor Drauorilj ■ guide k> ibe future, 

bsord bf Fleaanft Investment Iron Mraagancm 1 a member of IMRO. 


To Fleming Investment Trusts, FREEPOST, London EC2B 2PQ. Tel 071 920 0539. 

Please send me more information and application forms for: 

j~~] The Fkming Share Plan (from £400 or £40 per month) 0 The Fleming PEP (from £1000 or £100 per month) 


MR/MRS/MISS. 


INITIALS. 


SURNAME. 


ADDRESS. 


I_ 


POSTCODE. 


FLEMINGS 

The Investment Trust Experts 


No access to 
my Access 


From MsJ. Shirley 
Edmondson : 

Sir, I was interested to read the 
article on credit cards (Decem- 
ber 5). as I had tried in vain 
throughout Friday to find out 
exactly how mum I owed on 
my Access caul 
It was quite impossible to 
get through on the helpline 
and the aut om atic system 
refused to accept my credit 
paid number. In the end. I 
was reduced to adding up all 
the dips I oould find and 
sending off what I hoped was 
the correct amount 
It appears that it is quite 
impossible to be sure one has 
paid -all erne’s debts until the 
credit card company send 
one's account Is there any 
other solution? 

Yotus sincerely. 

J. SHIRLEY 
EDMONDSON. 

8 Montpellier House, 

Suffolk Square, 

Cheltenham 

Gloucestershire. 


Bupa premium soars 


From MrH. G. Dawson 
Suv In January 1 992. Bupa 
advised an increase in sub- 
scription for my wife and 
myself of 31.6 per cent. In 
Older id reduce the cost we 
agreed to a voluntary excess of 
£250 per person annually. 

For 1993 we have been 
advised that the premium is to 
go up by a further 19 J per 
cent 

Over the two years the 
increase amounts to 57 per 
cent. Surely this amount can- 
not be justified when the cost 
of living index has increased 
by only 7.7 per cent over the 
same period. 

Yours sincerely, 

H. G. DAWSON. 

17 Park Shaw, Sedlescombe, 
Battle, East Sussex. 


Benefit is a refund 


From MrsJ. Farrell 
Sir, Mr Desmond Hartley 
(Letters, December 12) is 
wrong — child benefit is not a 
blanket benefit — it is more 
property a tax refund which 
replaced the previous child 
allowance, which was claimed 
against taxation. Child bene- 
fits only become a true “bene- 
fit” when the family unit does 
not have enough taxable in- 
come to have paid the ‘'‘equiva- 
lent” tax. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. FARRELL. 

64 East Avenue, 

Talbot Woods, 

Bournemouth, 

Dorset 
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Identifying pension rights of eariy leavers 


From D.M. Clarke 
Sir, I have been told that it is 
now possible tor a former 
employer's contributions to a 
pension fund to be released 
retrospectively into another 
fund, even though the employ- 
ee’s contributions were with- 
drawn in caSh on ceasing 
employment, an option that 
was once permitted by the 
Inland Revenue. I am not 
aware of any changes in UK 
legislation that allows this but 
wonder if such authority- 
might emanate feom EC law, 
directives or court judgements. 
Can anyone please enlighten 
me on the subject? 

To cite my own case, I 
withdrew contributions from a 
pension fimH on ceasing em- 
ployment with - a particular 
company in 1968, after 13 
years’ service, this being pref- 
erable to tiie other options at 
that time of either (1 ) taking a 
pension in 1996 (at age 65), 


frozen at its 1968 value or (2) a 
transfer value equivalent to 
about tour years’ service. I 
understood then that my em- 
ployees contributions were 
thereby forfeited, but is it 
possible that these funds can 
new be unlocked? 

Yours faithfully, 

D.M. CLARKE. 

White Cottage, Chalk Lane, 
East Horsley, Surrey. 


Tax-effective 

charity 

From Mr Brian Whittingham 
Sir Your article by Lc uoian 
and Nicola Cole (December 
19 ) does not mention the de- 
posited covenant. This wifi be 
of particular interest to readers 
who fear redundancy, or who 
are approaching retirement 

and a reduced income. It is al- 
so useful in the went of one ac- 
quiring a non-recurrent lump 
sum. whether by inheritance, 
gambling or other source. 

The procedure is simpl e; the 
donor requests a special form 
and deposits the lump sum 
free of interest with the select- 
ed charily, which is then 
required to take 25 per cent of 
the amount annually over the 
usual four-year period of a 
covenant ' 

An added bonus tor the 
donor lies in the fact that there 

is no need to set up a standing 

order and then seek to remem- 
ber all the payments when 
keeping an eye on one’s bal- 
ance between statements. 

Youis faithfully, 

BRIAN WHITTINGHAM. 

S Allcard Close. 

Horsham. West Sussex. 


In these cases, 
A there is nothing to 

m m be lost by contact- 

CigB? ing the pension 

fund administra- 
tors to see if any benefits can 
still be obtained from the 
scheme, but it is extremely 
unlikely that such an ap- 
proach win be successful If. as 
Mr Clarke says, he left the 


Standards are sloppy 


scheme in 1 968, withdrawing 
his contributions, that would 


Thieves need pin 


From Ms Fiona Young 
Sir. In response to a Mr D. H. 
Fremlin’s letter (December 
12) and the pinless cartoon 
which accompanied it, I 
would like to make the follow- 
ing points. 

A c riminal who steals a 
Girobank Link card would not 
have sufficient info r mation to 
obtain monty at a cashpoint 
without the pin. In this case, as 
Mr Fremlin has acknowl- 
edged, the pin was available 
and this is the only way the 
card can have been used 

The reason the bank refund- 
ed the customer was, through 
no fault of his own. he had a 
problem repotting the loss of 
his card. 

Yours faithfully, 

FIONA YOUNG 
(Press and PR Manager), - * 
Girobank Pic, . 

49 Park'Larie/ 

WI. • 


his contributions, that would 
almost certainty have extin- 
guished any pension rights 
that he had in it. It is true that 
there have been some recent 
decisions fay the European 
Court on pensions matters, 
but these have tended to 
concentrate on issues of sexual 
discrimination, rather than 
the treatment of early leavers. 
Also, the government is gener- 
ally not receptive to EC inter- 
vention in employment 
matters and so has taken steps 
to minimise their effect hoe. 
As a result, the decisions in 
question do not have retro- 
spective effect 


technical 


□ Published re- 
plies marked with 
m m the triangular logo 
are fay Maurice 
Parry-Wingfield, 
technical partner, national 
tax. at Touche Ross, the ac- 
countancy firm, in association 
with The Times. No legal 
responsibility can be accepted 
for advice 7 : or statements- in 
these columns and indepen- 
dent ‘ professional advice 
Suntid besought " 


From Mr A. G. Hebbron 
Sir. Mr Pardoe (How to lose 
customers, December IS) en- 
quires if any readers have had 
similar experiences. I have. 

I went into a large depart- 
ment store, selected an electri- 
cal appliance costing under 
El 00, asked for it to be 
delivered to my home, wrote 
out a cheque, and presented a 
£100 cheque guarantiee card. 
The shop assistant then asked 
me for proof of identity. I 
pointed out that the card 
guaranteed payment, that if 
they did not trust me they 
could cash my cheque before 
they delivered the goods, and 
that they had my address in 
case of query. The shop assis- 
tant still insisted on proof of 
identity, and when I asked 
why said that was a rule of tire 
shop. I then demanded to see 
the manager — he immediate- 
ly authorised the sale to go 
ahead without proof of 
identity. 

■Such experiences seem to 
me to be the result of hiring 
sales staff of limited mentality 
and giving them inadequate 
training. They are a symptom 
of a far wider range of ineffi- 
ciency and general Soppiness 
in all walks of business life 
today, of which I am sure that 
your readers of mature age 
must have become aware. 
Yours faithfully, 

A G. HEBBRON, 

29 Fairacres, 

Ruisdip, Middlesex. 


CAPITAL BONDS 
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UP TO 




% 

♦GROSS 


10.25%* CROSS ON BALANCES OVER £40,000 -f ILLUSTRATIVE NET RATE 7.69% 

5 % ON BALANCES £15.000 - £39.500 
•GROSS flLLUSTRATIVE NET RATE 7J1 % 


Capital Bonds is a limited issue I 
high interest account opportunity ■ 
from The Derbyshire - a top twenty ® 
building society with assets exceeding ^ 
£1.4 billion. i 

Although interest rates are I 
variable they axe guaranteed to be I 
at least as shown' above until I 
31st January 1993. I 

To open an account simply I 
enclose your cheque with the I 
completed coupon. We’ll do the rest, E 
ensuring your money earns high I 
interest for the next two years. . | 


Please tick appropriate box: 

Please send further details of , 

Derbyshire Capital Bonds account | | 

| /We enclose a cheque for £ (min. £l J,ooo ; 

must be m multiples of £500) made payable to 

Derhyshms .Building Society to be invested in a I ) 

Derbyshire Capital Bonds account | | 


Full Name(s) 
Address _____ 


Postcode 

Signatures). 
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BUSINESS PROFILE: Michael Marks 


Master tactician with an independent streak 


Carol Leonard looks behind the almost mythical 
image of Smith New Court's energetic chief 


S ix years ago few 
people would have be- 
lieved it Smith Broth- 
ers, the jobbing firm, 
decided to go it alone post-Big 
Bang, by following an inde- 
pendent course. At a tone 
when arch-rivals such as 
Wedd Ouriacher were selling 
out to the likes of Barclays 
Bank, its chosen path seemed 
brave, possibly foolish. Now. 
Smith New Court has out- 
paced almost all of those rivals. 

It is generally acknowledged 
to be the best there is when it 
comes to market-making, and 
it is comfortably into die top 
five — behind Warburg and 
Cazenove — for corporate fi- 
nance. research and sales. Its 
one concession to fee new 
order was to permit NM 
Rothschild to subscribe to a 34 
per cent stake. Half its income 
now comes from non-risk — 
non marketing-making — ac- 
tivities and 40 per cent from 
international business. 

Central among fee figures 
behind this defiant plan is 
Michael Marks, chief execut- 
ive since 1987. A small dap- 
per man, not well known 
outside his immediate circle, 
be has shunned almost all 
interviews and, in fee absence 
of bard facts, has evolved into 
an almost mythical figure. 

Dealers and salesmen 
among his 1,250 employees 
are accustomed to seeing him 
walking daily across the trad- 
ing floors in the firm's new 
Farringdon Street offices, but 
even they know little about his 
background. He is a man who 
plays his cards dose to his 
chest, who talks continuous 
about team work, who shifts 
awkwardly in his seat when be 
is forced to talk about himself, 
who is warm, emotional but 
also impatient, given to im- 
petuous decision-making and 
capable of being ruthless. 

He is tor happier to talk 
about business and he wfll 
acknowledge that Smith New 
Court’s culture is radically 
different to that of any other 
City firm. That its senior, and 
largely Jewish personnel have 
remained in tad despite Big 
Bang, that its employees have 
rejected lucrative offers from 
rival houses and that its dub- 
like atmosphere — “I prefer to 
call it team spirit not dub- 
like.” says Marks — is the 
closest any City firm has yet 
come to recreating the close- 
knit relationships of the stock 
exchange of yesteryear. 

"Big Bang turned the City 
into a game of musical chairs 
and fee thing feat 1 am most 
proudof is feat we didn’t lose a 
single soul from the original 
partnership,” Marks explains. 
"We haw all been together for 
in excess of 20 years and that 
has been one of fee great 
strengths of this firm. We nave 
an esprit de corps which is 
second to none.” One of the 
key attractions as tor as those 
employees are concerned is. be 


says, its independence, 
another is its management 
style. His management style. 

“We are prepared to give a 
guy his head. Each m anager is 
gwen targets and budgets and 
allowed to manage his busi- 
ness himself. If he maVpg a 
mistake he has mart? ft bim- 
self- YOU cannot manage 
people simply by ordering 
them around, it does not work, 
and you cannot keep people 
simply by paying than more 
money. If you do that you ga 
into the fastest gun in the West 
syndrome. Someone wQ al- 
WTjys pay more. If you make 
him very much a part of a 
team, he win stay." 

He prides himself on pull- 
ing the geographically diverse 
parts of fee business together 
— Hong Kong, Singapore. 
New York — and on Infusing 
them wife fee same corporate 
culture. He does this by tireless 
communication, by travelling 
often — New York six times a 
year, fee Far East twice. 

"We are a highly mobile 
firm. Everybody navels a lot 
and so the offices are not 
foreign to us. I wfll speak to 
Hong Kong, Singapore and 
New York 1 5 times a week on 
the telephone, and I can 
picture their offices as we talk. - 

‘I was made a 
blue button. I 
was hooked from 
that moment’ 


■ Given that the culture of any 
organisation inevitably reflects 
fee personality of tire man at 
its top. Smith New Court's 
culture and management style 
gives fee first and most obvi- 
ous due to his inner being. 

He is energetic, needs little 
sleep and has never been 
known to complain of fatigue. 
He can think wife lightning 
speed, as would be expected of 
any instinctive dealer, and his 
judgment when it comes to 
executing a deal can rarely be 
faulted. He is a master tacti- 
cian, not a strategist 

Yet for all feat frenetic 
activity he does not ordinarily 
suffer from stress, he says he 
finds it easy to sit down, to 
relax, even to lay cm a beach 
and read a book. To him his 
work is not a job. ora means to 
an end, it is a way of life. For 
the past 32 years, after all he 
has known nothing else. 
“Over any weekend I wfll 
speak to at least half a dozen of 
my colleagues and they wfll 
have spoken to each other as 
weD. I do not mind that at alL I 
love coming in here, life is too 
short to do something you 
don’t enjoy. To us this firm is a 
living thing.” Marks; 51 to- 
morrow, joined Smith Broth- 
ers at the age of 17. when his 
unde. Henry Marks, was its 


joint senior partner. *T did not 
take to being a messenger or a 
tea boy, that was dreadfully 
boring, and I did not enjoy 
shuffhng paper around the 
office when 1 learned the 
settlements ride, tort then I 
was made a blue button and 
sent on to tire floor of the 
exchange and 1 was hooked 
from that moment on. I defi- 
nitely Ml in love. It had abuzz, 
an excitement It is either in 
your blood or h isn't." 

Marks understands Smith 
New Court so entirely — its 
market-m akin g operation best 
of all — feat his instincts are 
uncannily accurate. His natu- 
ral impatience means feat he 
can be intolerant if other 
people do not react with the 
same speed. 

Fellow director Anthony 
Abrahams, a friend for more 
than 30 years, says: “I have 
heard him shout once or twice. 
Maybe there is a lack of 
tolerance or a lack of humility. 
He cannot understand it if 
other people can’t keep up. He 
was never very bright aca- 
demically, but he catches on 
very quickly. If a complicated 
situation is bong explained to 
him, by a merchant banker 
perhaps, he will zoom in on 
the important paints." 

Any hint of intolerance dis- 
appears when he returns to his 
Highgate home, however. 
There he and his wife. Rose- 
maty. have three children. 
David. 23. Joanna. 21, and 
Emily 1 1. Marks says he is at 
his happiest when fee house is 
foil of teenage children. The 
house has a juke box and, until 
recently, he drove a black Fer- 
rari. “He was always very flash 
as a young man,” Abrahams 
says. "He has charisma, is 
good looking and used to be 
very popular with fee ladies." 
Matte has evolved into a 
strong family man. “I’m not 
particularly religious, but one 
of theplusses of fee Jewish reli- 
gion is that its culture revolves 
around the family and 1 guard 
♦hat " 

H e has. in his own 
way, created what 
he never had as a 
child. Bom into a 
middle class, semi-detached 
home in north London, he was 
an only child and his mother 
sacrificed to send him to St 
Paul’s School His father had 
been killed in a tank in North 
Africa shortly after his birth. 

“He named me but never 
met me. Yes. of course, l 
wished 1 had a father. I often 
wished I could meet him for 
just one day.” He admits that 
his lack of a father could 
explain Iris tough, aggressive 
and independent streak. The 
firm is again like the man. "It 
made roe grow up earlier than 
most It turned me into a man 
much earlier. I had to learn to 
look after myself — I knew that 
there was no one there for me 
to fall back on.” 


Yule visit from sanity clause 


AS I have said before, there is nothing that 
wfll bettor restore a feeling that you are sane 
and the whole world is mad than a glance at 
court cases involving value-added tax. A 
glance down the index of Tolley's VAT 
Coses, the great compendium of sneb 
lunacies, will confirm your belief that 
Customs ami Excise is barking and the rest 
of us are fine. 

Not that the coming months’ events are 
going to be confined to the book. VAT 
harmonisation with a single market, arriv- 
ing on January 1, is going to bring further 
mayhem to the tax scene. For example, and 
for reasons far too complex to explain here, 
the freelance florists of west London are 
likely to take to the streets 
in complaint over what they 
see as VAT blunders. The 
complexities of the VAT 
chan ges are likely to be well 
beyond many traders until 
long after the returns 
should have been in. 

So it is likely that die 
Tolley’s list of arguments 
ovct default surcharges win 
extend further. A gatefold 
index may be required. At 
present, they stretch from 
"death of accountant” to 
"Chinese, records kept in” 

This being Christmas. I 
thought it aright be helpful 
if 1 ran through some ot fee 
VAT nonsense that has 
come about through Cus- 
toms and Excise, by and 

large, ignorfog tte^tthat letters.” we learn, "were never 

tSSSC.WSMSffS 

daiming to haw hytand ItVSrfand vm. 

It had “reasonable excuse because of the 
previous practice win** had led it to befieve 
that it was permissible to submit fee 
Christmas return late” 

Whidi goes to show that despite fee VAT 

h it is still fiASrihle 
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the layout of its entrance appeared not to 
correspond with fee actual geography of the 
VAT office in question.” 

That one was lost The court found that 
"in view of the inaccuracy of fee accoun- 
tant’s description of the VAT office which he 

claimed to have visited, he had not shown 
‘on fee ba lance of probabilities’ that be had 
actually visited the VAT office”. 

Worse for dozens of other companies has 
been the steady stream of unseasonal 
behaviour in recent years by the VAT staff. 
The first occurred in 1988, when the fashion 
for Christmas holidays lasting until mid- 
January got under way. As a result tax 
returns arrived late and penalties were 
levied. On appeal it was 
found that "fee closure of a 
company’s premises over a 
tong Christmas holiday was 
held not to be a reasonable 
excuse”. This derision 
spawned dozens of similar 
complaints. AS argued that 
Christmas was to iriaroe. 
And aS of them have been 
rebuffed. However. P&H 
Pipework argued that 
Easter was to blame — but 
stiS tost its case. 

But there is joy in Christ- 
mas, and it is to be foand in 
fee Cameron Instrument 
case. It always shut from 
December 18 to January 5. 
Being sensible, the com- 
pany always 'mote to fee 
VAT office explaining that 
its VAT return would be 


before due dale”. Customs claimed fee 
return arrived late and levies a penalty. The 
company appealed. "Its accountant gm* 
evidence that he had delivered fee return fry 
hand on December 22,” Tolley’s says. But 
long after the event Customs asked the sort 
of questions that you wouldn’t know the 
answer to even if asked the morning alter. 
“In cross-examination the accountants 

description of the are of the building and of 


office’s traditional lunacy, it is stflj possible 
at Christmas to believe in a sanity dause. 
The author is on associate editor of 
Accountancy Age- 



Seat of power Michael Marks, who admits that the jobbing firm he joined at the age of 1 7 made him grow up earlier than most 
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Every once in a while, an investment 
opportunity comes around that seems 
just too good to be true. maximiser 

Well, the Bradford & Bingley Vintage 
Bond II is quite real. It gives you a top 
rate of 8.50% gross p.a. All you need is 
£5000 to start your investment. 

You have to invest your savings 
for two years, but you can benefit 
from a special withdrawal facility 
should you need it. 

The interest is paid annually on the 
anniversary of you opening your account. 
Or if you prefer, it can be paid to you 
monthly. 

So, make the most of this Christmas 
present and pop your coupon in the 
post. Or ring 0800 585 253. 
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For more information on the Maximiser Vintage Bond n, write to Bradford & Bingley Building Society. 
Retail Savings, FREEPOST, P.O. Box 2, Bingley. West Yorkshire BD 16 2BR. Alternatively telephone the 
number above or call into your local branch. 


Name; 


Address: 


Bradford 

Kffl&BlNGLEY 

BUILOINO SOCIETY 


Postcode: 


Daytime Tel No: 


Evening Tel No: 
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Power failure dries up the 
flow from cash dispensers 

By Neil Bennett, banking correspondent 



Hot money: Barclays’ networit of cash machines was dispensing £2,000 a second before the power failed 


ABOUT 1,200 Barclays Bank 
cadi dispensers were hit by 
power failures on Christmas 
eve. Almost half of Barclays 
ma c hi n es in the Midlands 
and north of England were 
affected and branches stayed 
open past noon to provide 
cash. 

Prior to the problem. 
Barclays' network of cadi 
machines was dispensing 
more than £2,000 a second in 
the busiest moments before 
Christmas. 

High street banks say 
there was a late surge in cash 
withdrawals and heavy use of 
credit and debit cards before 
Christmas, that 

consumer spending was 
more resilient than originally 
feared. 

Barclays, Britain’s largest 
hank, said that withdrawals 
from its 2,600 cad machines 
were op 11 per cent from Last 
year, slightly ahead of its own 
forecasts. The bank expected 
its machines to pay oat £2 14 
million in the five days before 
Christmas, hot early figures 
suggest the final total wQl be 
higher, in the first 50 weeks 
of the year Barclays dis- 


pensed a record £8.7 USkm 
through its machines in 187 
nnBkm transactions, an aver- 
age of more than £45 per 
Withdrawal- 

Overall. analysts expect 
machines to be used 
more than 1-5 brffion rimes 
this year. Cash machines now 
account for at least two- 
thirds of all withdrawals. 

Barclays, which is also the 
country’s hugest credit and 
debit card processor, said 
that it handled 20 irriOfam 
credit card transactions in 
the first three weeks of De- 
cember, worth a total of £950 
m3fion. a 9 per cent rise over 
last year. “After a stow start 
in Britain’s high streets we 
saw a last minute dash," said 
John Eaton, the managing 
director of Barclays Mer- 
chant Services. 

The value of debit card 
transactions reached £320 
rmOkm, almost 50 per cent 
higher than in 1991, doe to 
the increasing popularity of 
this form of payment and die 
decline in the use of cheques. 

Barclays’ figures show that 
cash demand lose as Christ- 
mas approached. On the last 


O&Y to sell 
American 
holding 

From Philip Robinson 
in New York 

OLYMPIA & York Develop- 
ments. the Canadian property 
group, said it was liquidating 
more of its investments to 
repay banks. 1 n a deal likely to 
yield US$82 million, it will sell 
its 10.9 per cent of Santa Fe 
Energy Resources to Canadi- 
an money manager Andrew 
Sarlos’s Sari os Trading, which 
expects to re-sell the shares to 
American institutions. 

Up to 9.7 million Santa Fe 
shares will be sold at US$8.50, 
Thursday’s dosing price. Last 
May, O&Y sold its 1 8 per cent 
stake in Santa Fe Pacific, then 
valued at US$389 million. 
Both sales were part of the US 
empire, which was included in 
O&Vs Toronto bankruptcy 
filing because the investments 
were pledged as collateral 
against Canadian bank loans. 

O&Y said foe sale was part 
of O&Vs latest reorganisation 
plan which called for foe sale 
of all marketable securities. 
The sale must go through 
before foe end of foe month. 


BAe shares slump over 
£500m cash shortfall 


By Ross Tieman 

INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

SHARES in British Aero- 
space slumped during 
Christmas eve trading after 
the company revealed a 
£500 million hole in its cash 
flow. 

The shares dosed 5p down 
at 157p. after touching 152p. 
Analysts rushed to further 
downgrade forecasts of a £1 
billion-plus loss for this year 
after the group admitted that 
only £i billion of a £1 .5 billion 
advance from foe Saudi gov- 
ernment expected during the 
summer, had been received. 

The news rekindled unease 
among analysts caught out 
two years ago when BAe. 
Britain’s biggest manufactur- 
er, failed to warn of an abrupt 
deterioration in its fortunes. 

One analyst said: “We had 


■ Analysts have discovered yet another 
setback for British Aerospace, this time over 
important Saudi Arabian contracts, but at 
last City confidence is beginning to return 


been taking foe benefit of foe 
additional £500 million into 
account in our cash flow 
projections.” He accused foe 
company of “misleading” 
brokers. 

Smith New Court has in- 
creased foe level of losses 
projected for the year ending 
on Thursday by £75 million to 
£1.075 billion. The forecast 
indudes provisions of £1 bfl- 
lion for restructuring. 

Brokers expecting a modest 
recovery in 1993 have also 
scaled bade their expectations. 
SNC has lopped £50 million 
off its forecasL The broker says 
foe profit, foe first for two 
years, will now be only £150 


What Did Your 
Stockbroker Give 
You For Christinas? 


million. County Nat West has 
cut its forecast from £105 
million to £60 million, while 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd ex- 
pects a profit out-turn of £90 
million in 1993. 

Analysts remain concerned 
about foe quality of account- 
ing information available 
from BAe’s dvfl aircraft busi- 
ness. “The problems inside 
BAe were very deep,” one said. 
“Even now, they have prob- 
lems finding accounting num- 
bers. The dvfl aircraft business 
had continued to be run as 
though it were a nationalised 
industry.” 

It is dear that any further 
worsening of foe quality of 
information supplied to ana- 
lysts would be exceedingly 
damaging. Howe ver. John 
CahilJ. foe former BTR boss 
who now chairs BAe. and 
Richard Lapthome, the fi- 
nance director appointed from 
Couxtaulds, are given credit 


for pro gre ss in addressing foe 
problems. “There is same 
increasing City confidence in 
the management,” said one 
analyst Mark Dishlian. of 
BZW. said: “The company is 
under much stricter and better 
control than it has ever been.” 

The 1993 improvement is 
expected to arise from a com- 
bination of loss elimination, 
particularly in the dvil aircraft 
side, and a second-half return 
to profitability at Rover, the 
car division 20 per cent owned 
by Honda of Japan. 

Rover’s outlook took a sur- 
prise turn for the betterduring 
the first 20 days of December, 
when the group overtook Ford 
as leader in United Kingdom 
car sales, with a 24 per cent 
share of a market up 28.7 per 
cent, year on year. 

Efforts to address losses in 
the regional aircraft business 
appear to be making progress. 
An agreement on joint venture 
production of regional jets 
between BAe and Taiwan 
Aerospace Corporation is like- 
ly to be completed early in foe 
new year. 

Confirmation of good 
progress on the talks is encour- 
aging news for 3,000 BAe 


workers at Woodford, Man- 
chester, whose jobs depend 
upon foe deal. BAe has al- 
ready anno unced plans to 
shed 3,600 workers in its 
regional jets business in foe 
coming year, and win shut 
down production of the BAe 
146 “whispering jet” unless 
the partner ship lakes nff 

The deal win also provide a 
£120 minion rash inj ec ti o n to 
BAe’s battered balance sheet, 
and provide improved access 

tO Pacific Rim marirpfc 

George Liu. vice-president 
of foe Taiwanese Aerospace 
Corporation, is reported by the 
Reuter news agency to have 
said: “We are now putting die 
finishing touches to foe agree- 
ment” A BAe spokesman 
said: “Talks are progressing. 
We are hoping to be in a 
position to reach an agree- ' 
ment early in the new year ” 

A memorandum of under- 
standing for foe 50/50 joint 
venture was signed in Septen- 
ber. 

Mr Liu said foe Gist aircraft 
part-assembled in Taiwan was 
expected to be delivered by the 
end of 1993. 
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Water suppliers to invest £2.5bn 
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IS, as an independent investor, you’re ptyir® 
your Stockbroker fid comnrissioa,wfiynot 
consider an alternative? 

With Fidelity Stockbroktag Service you gp 
ewjythingatraditxxids 
except the advice - and at a substantial discount 
Just compare commission levels m the chan 

In addition, Fttfcliiy^tradir^expertisein 

handing large orders means that we are often aWe 
to negotiate better prices for our customer; 
than those publicly quoted on Tlie London Slock 


juu - we link your tradkg account to a hgb interest 
Money Market Account 

Whal's more, )t>u have the reassurance of the 
Fidelity name - one of foe leading and mast 
respected flockfaraking and fimdmaRqement 
gnupsinthewxid. 

Call or write ftw details today and mate it a 
more prosperous New Year. 
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BRITAIN’S water supply 
companies are on course to 
invest £2.5 billion in new 
projects by the end of foe 
dearie, creating or maintain- 
ing more than 2.000 jobs. The 
news will cheer foe hard- 
pressed construction industry, 
but foe cost will ultimately be 
met by domestic consumers. 

Pipelines, treatment {Hants 
and reservoirs are at foe core 
of the investment programme. 
The industiy is spending dose 
to £30 billion on upgrading 
and extending its services. 

John Browning, chairman 
of the Water Companies' Asso- 
ciation, said a programme of 
rolling investment, which 


By Our City Staff 

began in 1989, was now well 
underway. He said: “This, we 
hope, will come as some good 
news for building industiy 
leaders ... In the water sector 
at least, die prospects for 
construction are exceflenL” 
Many of the 23 water 
supply companies, along with 
foe ten large water and sewer- 
age companies, will be spend- 
ing heavily in the next few 
years. Three Valleys, compris- 
ing Cobie Valley, Lee Valley 
and Rickmansworth. is to 
invest £400 million in capital 
expenditure in 1990-9. Essex 
Water is expected to spend 
£275 million, followed by Bris- 
tol Water with £160 million. 


Mid Kent with £130 milHon 
and North East with £109 
millicm. South Staffordshire . 
expects to spend £98 million. 

Much of foe otist of tins 
investment is being passed to 
consumers in higher charges. 
Ian Byatt. director-general of 
Ofwat. the water industry 
regulator, has given wanting 
that present levels of service 
from all 33 water companies 
in England and Wales will be 
taken into account when price 
limits are reset in 1 994. 

The water industiy has giv- 
en warning that the coa of 
treating arid supplying water 
may cause water bills to dou- 
ble in real terms by 2005. 


City bubbles over with festive spirit 


Consider tlie benefits: 

✓ Up to 70% sariogs on cgtazmsaoc 

✓ Free real time tnufing information 
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By Jon Ashworth 

THE City ground to a halt for 
the Christmas break in a 
flurry of mince pies, flying 
corks and hoax announce- 
ments. Some money-men 
readied for their telephones 
to strike one last deal before 
the systems shut down. Most 
reached for the champagne. 

With the City working a 
half day on Christmas eve, 
wine bars were crowded. For 
many, the fun had begun 
much earlier. At lehman 
Brothers International 
(Europe), dealers on the 
fourth floor celebrated with 
rode and roll and minrg pies. 
Salesmen at Smith New 
Court brought their children 
in for the morning. Upstairs. 
Michael Marks, chief execu- 
tive. hosted a champagne 
reception for his directors. 

Carney & Barrow’s Cham- 






" — - J 


mi?. ' 


pagne bar at Lloyd's of 
London was swamped by 
requests for their house IabeL 
Peter Moddord. the manag- 
er, said: “People were queue- 
ing up from- 1 1 am.” 

For two public companies, 
Christmas was very nearly a 
bleak affair. Merivale Moore, 
the property group, was the 
victim of a hoax announce- 
ment that it had been placed 


in rec ei ve r s hip- Jim NeflL 
managing director, spent 
most of C hri s tm as eve on the 
telephone reassuring anyone 
to whom he could speak that 
the report was nonsense. *Tt*s 
very gaffing,” said Mr Neifl, 

who Sics to Florida tomo rrow 
for a Ch ri stmas break. “It 
would have looked Hke I’d 
flown off with the money.” 

Stanhope Properties suf- 


fered a similar misfortune the 
day before when Brunswick 
its public relations firm, acci- 
dentally announced tint the 
company had agreed new 
credit facilities and was an- 
nouncing its results: Neither 
was coned. 

Even the accountancy firms 
joined in foe festivities. Press 
officers at Coopers &iybrand 
splashed out on chicken 
wings and a round of Danish 
pastries. Similar merrymak- 
ing was reported at KPMG 
Peat Marwkk. where the 
public relations team was 
granted “a lukewarm bottle of 
white wine and some mince 
pies”. Partners of Price Wat- 
erhouse gathered in London 
for their traditional Founders’ 
Day -lunch. The firm was 
founded on C hri stinas eve in 
1849. ^ 

Profile, page 31 
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Saturday in November, 
Bandaybank machines deliv- 
ered £42.5 mfflkm. an in- 
crease of 2.5 per cent on last 
year. But a week later the 
growth was II per cent 
Sunday withdrawals from 
cash madnacs are 45 per 
cent higher than a year ago. 

The suggestions in the 
bank's tiwt there has 
been a late rush to the drops 
woe confirmed by Transax. 
the cheque authorisation ser- 
vice. The company said that 
file number of cheques it 
accepted on December 19 
was 21 per cent higher than 
the week before. The rise was 
four times higher than last 
year. In afl, Transax 
authorised 34.200 cheques 
worth £437 ntiffion on the 
day. up from 28300 the week 
before. 

Both Barclays and Transax 
report that electrical and 
jeweflery shops did particu- 
larly weD in the Christmas 
rash, which will be a relief for 
both Dixons and Rainers. 
The two also agree that there 
was a tast- mhmte boron in 
the catalogue stores, such as 
Aigos. 


Shares fail 
to hold 
their best 
levels 

By Michael Dark 

INVESTOR confidence 
bdped the Stock maria* ini - 
tially duriim the short ened 

t rading session on Christmas 
eve. although share prices 
failed to bold their best levels. 

The FT-SE 100 index en- 
joyed an early mark-up on the 
back of a futnresmspired ralty 
and, atonestage, was display- 
ing a rise of more than 13 
points. But that lead was 
steadily whittled away in late 
trading as the future came 
under gelling pressure and 
investor attention was distgact- 
ed by the forthcoming 
festivities. 

The index eventually dosed 
0.1 up at 2,827.5 in thin 
trading with only 1 73 million 
shares changing bands. But 
attempts by market-makers to 
get some much needed-stock 
back on their books appeared 
to have met with minima] 
succ ess: , 

Investors are entering foe j 
new year more confident than 
they have been for some time. 
Many fond managers are 
starting to view 1993 as the 
year of economic reoenray. 

Their confidence is in stark 
contrast to foe general view of 
prospects in the run-up to 
Blade Wednesday in Septem- 
ber, and foe subsequent deval- 
uation of foe pound and drop 
in interest rates. 

There had been a brief 
period of celebration after the 
Conservative party's election, 
victory in ApriL But that 
eventually gave way to a 
period erf steady decline, with 
foe index touching a low for 
fiie year of 2,281 in August, 
vrith the economy remaining 
hi deep recession. 

Most fund managers will be 
glad to see fiie bade of 1992 
although tite index stiff ended 
about 13 per cent up on the 
same time last year. 

□ The Central Bank of Ire- 
land has cut its overnight 
support rate from 16 to 14 per 
cent The move follows fire 
four point cut from 20 to 16 
per cent on December 15. 

Stock market, page 26 



Feeling bkxated. 


underfinanced? Now’s 
the time to get to grips 
with your financial 

health and start training 
Page 27 

♦— 

BANK WATCH 

One bank hopes to 
know before its 
customers when they 
hit financial trouble; 
and art accordingly 
Page 29 

■ — — ♦ 

ILL HEALTH 



The cost of private 
. medical insurance is 
concerning one reader 
who reports a 57 per 
cent rise over two yeazs 
Letters, page 30 


HOME COSTS 





Conveyancing can be 
aastior than expected 
for people who do it 
themselves. But using a 
licensed conveyancer 
can save money 
Page 28 


US dollar - 

1.5330 (.+0.0015) 

German mark 
2.4408 (+0.0016) 
Exchange index 
79.5 (same) 

Bank of England official doee (4pm) 


FT 30 share 
2165.6 (+2.8) 

FT-SE 100 
28275 (+0.1) 

New York Dow Jones 

3326.24 (+12.70) 

Tokyo Nikkei Avge 

17648.85 (-41 .82) 


London Bank Base: 7% 

3-fnarth Interbank: 7 a »-7 , wi% 
3-month efefbto bils: 6 ,1 »-e a «% 
US: PrtTB Rata: 6% ' 

Federal Funds: 2**% . 
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PERSPECTIVES 


Who came out of 
1 992 on top 


Page 7 



SNAKES & LADDERS 


Hiss through our 
political quiz game 


Pages 10, 13 




SALES GUIDE 


New Year bargains 
around the country 


Pages 12. 13 


WIN A 
FLIGHT TO 
AMERICA 

Page 6 
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A spoonful of hope for Bosnia 


Ruth Gledhill sees 


for herself how The 


Times! 1st AID 


appeal can help 
Europe’s most 


desperate cause 


T ravnik. the former Turk- 
ish capita] of Bosnia, was, 
until recently, a trading 
centre for local farmers. 
The name itself means “place of 
grass”, but that only applies in 
summer. At this time of year 
temperatures can fall to 20 degrees 


below zero, bringing the ice and 
nee made 


snow that once made Travnik an 
ideal winter sports centre. This year 
there will be little play. Aid is 
desperately needed if babies, child- 
ren and the elderly are to survive 
these freezing conditions. 

On December 1 5 photographer 
Chris Harris and I travelled to Split 
to join a Feed the Children convoy 
canying a load of baby food 
financed by 1st AID. The convoy 
consisted of a- 1 6-ton lorry. Land- 
Rover, Range Rover and Ford 
Transit We were to journey togeth- 
er to Vitez. and then separate to 
teadi Travnik. Mostar and the 
Pazaric mental asylum. 

We travelled inland from Split on 
the Adriatic coast through spectac- 
ular scenery of conifer woods, 
mountains and valleys, that gins 
no indication of the dismal condi- 
tions in villages near the front line. 
Many houses are boarded up; some 
villages have been almost complete- 
ly flattened. 

Among the children who play in 
one of Travnik ’s refugee centres, 
Ensud Hodovac plays more franti- 
cally than most In the damp school 
room, formerly a monastery, a Few 
miles from the front line and under 
frequent bombardment he furious- 
ly chews on a lollipop. 

Ensud, who is tall for his nine 
years, smiles to fight back the tears 
as he tells his story. “My home was 
destroyed, my grandfather was 
killed in my house. 1 saw that 1 
loved my grandfather very much. 
My father escaped. My mother and 
sister are here” 

Ensud is one of 400 refugees in 
the school. Next door, another 200 
live in a gymnasium. All are 
Muslims. I spent the night with the 
refugees in the gymnasium. They 
described how they have been 
shelled so frequently that the explo- 
sions have become almost as mo- 
notonous as they are terrifying. But 
even without the shelling, die 
conditions in which they now live 
would stfll be horrific. 

They are fighting a losing battle 
against dirt and disease. There is 
only one working shower in the 
gym, in the former changing 
rooms. Condensation and cigarette 
smoke combine in a freezing, 
stinking mist beneath which the 
refugees engage in an unending 
struggle simply to eat, stay dean 
and stay alive. 

Rows of dripping clothes line the 
walls, hanging on strings just like 
Christmas cards hanging in a 
British home. Steam rises from the 
dark pools of dank water beneath 
the dothes. Neon lights flicker on 
the ceiling. 

After being greeted by my hosts 
for the night, die Zenkic family, I 
slumped on the blanket-covered 
mattress which serves them as 
kitchen, living room and bedroom. 
They had lost their home in 
Prijedor to die Serbs, and the 
whereabouts of the head of the 
family u ere unknown. 1 turned to 
see the youngest child. Jasmin a, 
aged nine, pointing a sawn-off 
shotgun at my head. It belonged to 



Hungry for helpi an aid worker feeds young Jelena Mflanovic In the .Pazaric asylum, which has no electricity or heating, and is facing acute medical shortages 


her brother, Budo, a soldier who 
had left the front line recently to 
work with the military police in 
Travnik. His reassurance that it 
was not loaded failed to calm me. 
and Jasmina continued to point the 
gun and laugh while we talked. 
Only when our conversation moved 
on to the subject of war did Budo 
take the gun from her and cradle it 
in his arms like a baby. 

Budo said he had seen Serb 
soldiers loll a baby, but insisted he 
himself had only killed Serbs in 
military uniform. “I kin because I 
do not want to be lolled. 1 kffl 
because I want to help my people 
who are living here " Near by* as he 
spoke, soldiers on leave from the 
front line and visiting their families 
in the oentre were drinking coffee. 


A lthough Muslim, he re- 
sisted any suggestion that 
religion motivated him to 
fight "I am a Bosnian. 1 
do not want to be known as a 
Muslim. 1 do not want to fighiin a 
jihad, a holy war. I do not want it to 
be a religious war. I want this war 
to stop. I am tired and these people 
are tired. But you should ask the 
Serbs if you want to know when it 
will end.” 

These members of, the Zenkic 
family are among more than 
420,000 refugees in the area. They 
are not starving, but their diet of 
rice, water and pasta means malnu- 
trition looms. They face an uncer- 
tain future in winter. 

At I Opm. the whistle blew for 
lights out but it was impossible to 
sleep properly. Racking coughs, 
muffled sobs and mutterings ac- 
companied the cries and shouts 
from refugees who relived their 
ordeals in their dreams. 

Dejvt Adzenovic, aged 20, has 


survived two concentration camps. 
After five months of beatings and 
near-starvation, he is skdetally 
thin. He has been in the gymnasi- 
um for two weeks and still cannot 
believe he is alive. 

“They pretended to shoot at me, 
but aimed their bullets dose by 
instead, to frighten me They put 
me in a small room and beat me 
with rifle butts, with shoes, with 
anything, all over my body, ft was 
because I am Muslim. I thought I 
would die and I was very sick in ray 
stomach. I came here as part of a 
prisoner exchange. I cannot believe 
1 am safe." ‘ 

Two days later, on Sunday, we 
went on a reconnaissance trip with 
the Land-Rover, canying aid to 
Mostar. the capital of 
Herzegovena. Since the 16tb centu- 
ry, die town, with many of its 
beautiful buildings, has survived a 
major earthquake; Turkish rule, 
Venetian attacks, 1 Sth-century riots 
and two world ware. Now Mostar 
has been" almost completely de- 
stroyed by non-stop shelling. As we 
walked through the cobbled streets 
of the centre, once renowned for its 
craft trade, only two shops- were 
open. One sold" metalwork goods; 
the other was sefifrig tourist grades, 
praisng the beauties of the town— 
all around was wasfe and devasta- 
tion. The effect was like seeing 
Stratford-upon-Avon in ruins. 

As we handed exit food and 
blankets to families living in burot- 
out houses with neither roof nor 
windows, an air-raid siren sounded 
and the first shells for IS days 
began to fan. 

Our interpreter, Adnan 
Kolokrijc, aged 18. gesticulated 
towards the mountains which over- 
shadow Mostar to the east, where 
Serb gunners have been stationed 



for months. “The people who send 
these shells are not educated at alL 
They cannot even read or write." 

We were standing in the former 
town centre, near the incredibly 
blue waters of the Neretva river. 
Refugees live in school houses and 
halls on the west bank, but we were 
unable to cross from the east with 
aid-in the Land-Rover, because aD 
five' main bridges have been de- 
stroyed, leaving only a 600year-old 
footbridge standing. Before the 
war, tbeJialFChristian, haif-Mus- 
Em population ■ of . Mostar was 
culturally united. Now the town is 
divided, but irrespective of beliefs 
and divisions, there wfll be no trees, 
no decorations and few presents for 
anyone this Christmas. The road to 
Mostar has opened only in the last 
few weeks, allowing aid to go 
through to central and northern 
Bosnia on passable main roads for 
the first time. 

If a ground war were to break 
out. this road, the main route from 
Croatia to central and northern 


Bosnia, could be one of the first to 
be targeted by Serb forces intent on 
cutting off aid routes. 

The convoy drivers know some 
routes through the backwoods. 
These are longer and more diffi- 
cult, but get them to their destina- 
tion in the end. We travelled on 
such a route to Vitez. It was a 
tortuous, muddy trade through 
mountainous forest, made passable 
by British Army forces, the 35th 
Engineer Regiment and the 44th 
Field Support Squadron, stationed 
along the route. 

The Rev Tyrone Hillary, Church 
of England chaplain to the British 
Forces in and around Vitez. has 
been liaising with local Christian 
and Muslim leaders to send in ted 
before the snows make the roads 
impassable. 

"In a country where the struc- 
tures have all broken down." Padre 
Tyrone says, "when no one is quite 
sure which bits of the government 
work and which do not, where 
often those governments are cor- 
rupt or mflitaiy-led, the priest or 
imam is the one person left. More 
often than not. they stay in the 
villages long after everyone else has 
gone. When they do leave, they 
leave with heir people. " 


ily. no heating, and medical short- 
ages are acute. Aid workers fear 
hat the children and babies will be 
the first to die. As Paul Hardcastle, 
a medical administrator who has 
been in Sarajevo through he 
nighty shellings, explained, he 
onoe-impressive medical system 
has broken down and most child- 
ren bom in Bosnia in he past year 
have not been immunised. 

Already. Bosnians are dying of 
typhoid and hepatitis. "There are 
acute shortages of immune drugs, 
bandages and anaesthetics, as well 
as baby food.” he says. 
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12 AID 


• I st AID is a new appeal 
hat asks people to make their 
first financial transaction 
of 1993 for somebody other 
than themselves. 


• Co-ordinated by the 
Worid Memorial Fund for 
Disaster Relief, it is an 
international charity set up in 
1 989 by he late Group 
Captain Lord Cheshire with 
the backing of he United 
Nations. 1st AID plans for 
disasters by raising funds 
in advance, so as to be able to 
act to save lives in he 
crucial first hours. 


• Bosnia is a typical 
example of how the appeal 
has already been able to 
deliver aid to where it is most 
needed. 1st AID financed 
he consignment of baby food 
hat Ruth Gledhill 
accompanied in a convoy 
organised by Feed The 
Children, the UK charity 
which specialises in taking 
aid to children around the 
world. 


• Eariierthis month, he 
editor of 77re Times appealed 
to The Times top 1 .000 
companies to help 1st AID 
reach its £1 million fund- 
raising target on Januajy 1 . 
The January 1 issue of 77ie 
Times will list all the 
companies that have 
contributed. Readers can 
make individual donations 
by telephoning he credit card 
hotline on 0272 226688 
(24 hours); or by 
cheque/postal order 
payable to 1 st AI D and sent 
to 1st AID Appeal, c/o 
CAF Freepost, TN 2257, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TN2 5BR; or over the counter 
at any Bradford & Bingley 
Building Society or Midland 
Bank branch. 


• The Charities Aid 
Foundation wffl be 
responsible for all aspects 
of banking and donation 
costs of 1st AID. 


F eed the Children has 
brought a snow vehicle, 
supplied by Yamaha, to 
reach he isolated villages. 
Aid worker Alan Cheshires, a 
former sergeant in The Parachute 
Regiment who once ranked fifth in 
he world in snowmobile racing, 
wfll cany aid on sledges drawn 
behind he vehicle to the Pazaric 
asylum and surrounding villages. 
Forty patients have already died in 
he asylum this winter through cold 
and disease. They have no electric- 


The hazards of living in an age of safety 


The 


BLAZER SALE.. 



GUEJt BAXTER 'W 


E very night before I go to bed. 
I check the safety hazards in 
our tiny cottage. Then, hav- 
ing asked my husband to double- 
check them before he comes up, I 
mount the staircase, carefully star- 
ing at the ground as I go, to 
preclude my taking a tumble on 
carelessly discarded objects. 

We’ve recently bought a smoke 
alarm — incredibly good value ar 
about £5,50 when you compare it 
with being dead — and l test it each 
time l go up to bed, just to be on the 
safe side Ever mindful of the 
nightly' atrocities on News at Ten 
and, more pertinently, the local 
news, where the disasters are more 
likely to be the type that might 
happen to us. 1 have got to the age 
where I can understand why pen- 
sioners are so fussy about safety 
hazards — they have learnt from 
personal experience what happens 
if you are not 


Our obsession with eliminating risk makes us nervous wrecks 


Dido Farrell, a designer 
friend of mine, came bade to 
find fire engines outside her 
house in FWham. west 
London. A lodger had appar- 
ently flung down a hair dryer 
on to a duvet, although die 
claimed to have turned it off 
but to have left it plugged in. 

I was once almost strangled 
when I shut a car door in 
which I had been getting a lift 
and trapped my long scarf in 
it, almost exiting this life 
Isadora Duncan. 

So is it any wonder that as a 
nation we are obsessed by safety? 
Anybody who has been abroad wfll 
have witnessed the contrast- “Safety 
lasT seems to be the motto in places 
like Crete or Madeira, where you 
are allowed to take perilous tourist 
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routes round the side of dangerous 
mountains, with nibble scrabbling 
from under your feet. 

My husband often wonders, 
when looking at passing gardens 
. from die train window, why people 
on modem estates prefer conifers to 
deciduous trees. He has developed 
the theory that it is because they do 


not want the trees. ft> grow 
above human height as they 
might fall on a pedestrian. 

Even abstemious Britons 
may cut themselves on the 
ring-pulls of their low-alcohol 
lager cans, and just yesterday 
my husband cut his finger on 
a page of a coffee table book 
which he was given as a 
present But as 1 said, the 
older we get the more alert to 
danger we become. 

I had a marvellous great-aunt 
who lived in Dublin until she died 
at 96. She lived alone in a house 
packed with desirable goods and 
with bar locks on every door. About 
twice a year, burglars made their 
way in through one of the windows 
downstairs but then could get no 
further. Because the only rooms a 


burglar could easily enter through 
a downstairs windqw were the 
Jarder and the cloakroom, ft meant 
that there was nothing there that 
they wanted. It was peculiarly 
* — to think of their 


We had a bit erf a disappointment 
recently when we went to Beaumar- 
is. in Anglesey- For years we had 
enjoyed the exhilaration of walking 
the narrow walls of the castfe there, 
but this year we found that the walls 
were dosed following a safety 
inspection. Had someone fallen, we 
asked? Not in a thousand years, 
answered the man in the kiosk. He 
then gave us a lecture on acceptable 
safety barriers and how they have 
proved more difficult to design 
than expected. 

In wartime Britain people spoke 
of the exhilaration of feeling ‘'alive” 
because of the constant danger. Life 
is a bit duller these days. 


LATER THAT K1GHT BERTIE 
SET OFF AT GREAT SPEED 
FOR THE BLAZER. SALE... 


... STARTS 
TOD-AY 11AM 


Except Broadgate, Fenchurch Street and Canary Wharf. 
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WHAT’S ON 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 1 992 



BEAUTY AND THE BEAST (U): 
Sumptuous Disney cartoon fairy- 
tale, blessed with skilled animation 
and attractive songs that might 
have sprung from a Broadway 
musical. Directors, Gary 
Trousdale, Kiri: Wise. 

Barbican (071 -638 8891) 

Cunton West Bid (071 -439 
4805) MGM Chelsea (071-352 
5096) MGM Tottenham Court 
Road (071-636 6143} MGM 
TYocadero (071-434 0031} 
Odeons: Kensington (0426 
914666) Mezzanine 
(0426915683). 
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The little Tramp: Robert 
Downey Jr plays Chaplin 

BLADE RUNNER (15j: The 
improved "director's cut” of Ridley 
Scon's influential vision of a 
dark, hellish LA., infested with rebel 
androids. Harrison Ford. 

Rutqer Hauer. 

Camden Plaza (071-435 2443). 
Gate (071-727 4043) MGM 
Fulham Road (071-370 2636) 
MGM Shaftesbury Avenue 
(071-836 6279/379 7025) Screen 
on Baker Street 
(071-935 2772). 

THE BODYGUARD (15): Kevin 
Costner as the bodyguard who falls 
for his showbiz charge (Whitney 
Houston). Jumbled drama, from a 
1975 Lawrence Kasdan script 
Director, Mick Jackson. 

Camden Parkway (071-267 
7034} Empire (071-497 9999) 

MGM Fulham Road (071-370 
2636) MGM Haymarket (071-839 
1 527) MGM Oxford Street 
(071-636 0310) MGM Trocadero 
(071-434 0031) Screen on the 
Green (071-226 3520) UO 
WhiteJeys (071-792 3332). 

CHAPUN (12): A Skilled 
impersonation by Robert Downey Jr, 
but Richard Attenborough's 
bitty biographical epic never 
penetrates far inside the man. 

Odeon Leicester Square 
(0426 915683). 


THE CRYING GAME (1® IRA 
gunman becomes obsessed with a 
hostage’s girlfriend. Bold, 
powerful Neil Jordan film that falters 
at the dose. Stars Stephen Rea. 

FOrest Whitaker, Jaye Davidson, 
Miranda Richardson. 

ChelsM (071-351 3742/3743) 
Curzon Phoenix (071-240 9661) 
MGM Pan ton Street 
(071-930 0631). 

DEATH BECOMES HER (PG): 

Meryl Streep and Goldie Hawn 
battle to attain eternal youth- 
ice-cold black comedy, ultimately 
swamped by special effects. 

Stars Bruce Willis; director, Robert 
Zemeckis. 

Camden Parkway 
(071-267 7034) 

Empire (071-497 9999) MGM 
Baker Street (071-935 9772) MGM 
Fulham Road (071-370 2636) 

MGM Trocadero (071-434 0031) 
ua WhiteJeys (071-792 3332). 

HOME ALONE 2: LOST IN 
NEW YORK (PG): More of the same, 
with extra crudity and a horrid 
new streak of sentimentality. With 
Macaulay CuBdn. Joe Peso, 

Daniel Stem. Director, 

Chris Columbus. 

Barbican (071-638 8891) MGM 
Chelsea (071-352 5096) MGM 
Oxford Street (071-636 0310) 
Odeons: Kensington (0426 
914666) Marble Arch (0426 
914501) West End (0426 91 5574) 
UO Wh todays (071-792 3332). 

INTO THE WEST (PG): Two 
gypsy children ride a mysterious 
white horse into western Ireland. 
Wayward but engaging; good for 
older children. Stars Gabriel 
Byrne, Ellen Barton. Director, 

Mike Newell. 

Odeon Haymarket 
(0426 915353). 

OF MICE AND MEN (PG): 

Steinbeck's classic Depression tale of 
friendship and innocence. John 
Malkovich as the slow-witted 
Lennie; director Gary Sinise as 
his protector. Simple, sturdy 
and movmg. 

Curzon West End 
(071-439 4805). 

THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS 
(12): Romance and adventure in the 
American colonies with 
frontiersman Daniel Day-Lewis. 
Shallow version of the Classic 
novel; director Michael Mann. With 
Madeleine Stowe. Russell 
Means. 

MGM Fulham Road (071-370 
2636) MGM Haymarket 
(071-8391527). 

MO* MONEY (1 5): Violent, 
odious comedy about two street ! 
punks (Damon Wayans and 
younger brother Marion) mixed up 
in a credit card fraud. Director, 

Peter Macdonald. 

MGM Oxford Street (071-636 
0310} MGM Trocadero (071-434 


Answers from page 18 
PANTOTHERMAL 

(b) Able to stand a wide range of temperatures, from the Greek pas, 
pantos afl + thermos hot: M A revision of all captures appeared to show 
one species as cosmopotttm and panfotiMnsal.** 

ritsu 

(b) A Buddhist sect of the early Tang period. Introduced in the 8th 
century to Japan where It flourished, concerned primarily with the 
study of mona s tic discipline and ordination rites, from the Japanes 
ritsu morel law: “Last of these older sects to reach Japan was the 
Bitsn (Vmaya Sect), introduced In 754, though It wonld seem that its 
doctrines were among the first teachings to be introduced into 
Japan.* 1 

SOBERANO 

(a) A Spanish brandy, also a headache-inducing drink made from 
this, from the Spanish sobenmo sovereign: “Gage opted for a 
Sobereno, which he finmd to be the least syrapy of the Spanbbh 
brandies.” “Downing three fingers of cognac, more exactly 
Sobcrano.” 

TUNDISH 

(a) In modem use, a broad open container with one or more holes in 
the bottom, used in rarions industrial processes, eg to feed molten 
metal into an ingot mould so as to avoid splashing and give a 
smoother flow: “This tundish is provided with one large hole or I 
several smaller holes, dividing the stream of metal Into several 1 
«™iiw streams.** 


mm 


Leonard Cheshire Foundation 
established over 40 years ago by the 
late Group Captain Lord Cheshire. 

V.C., O.M., D.S.O.. D.F.C. 

Promotes the care, general well-being 
and rehabilitation of people with 
physical, mental and learning 
disabilities 

Over 85 Cheshire Homes in the UK and 
185 in 50 countries overseas 

33 UK Family Support Services 
providing day to day personal core for 
people with disabilities in their own 
homes 

Range of services including day care 
and respite care, allowing a break for 
relatives and a holiday for the person 
with the disability 

We rely heavily on legacies which 
provide 75% of our voluntary income 
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THEATRE 


LONDON 

ALADDIN: Enjoyable panto with 
strong characters and 
foot-tapping songs. 

Theatre Royal Stratford East. 
Gerry Raffles Square, London El 5 
(081-5340310). Mon-Sat, 

2.1 5pm and 7.1 5pm, from New 
Year's day. Tues-Sat, 2. 1 5pm 
and 7.15pm. 

BARNUM: Paul Nicholas walks 
the tightrope in Christmas revival of 
the Cy Coleman/Michael 
Stewart showbiz musical. 

Dominion, Tottenham Court 
Road, W1 (071-580 8845). Mon-Sat, 
7.30pm. mats Wed and 
Sat, 3pm. 

CAROUSEL Joanna Riding and 
Michael Hayden star in triumphant 
revival of the Rodgers & 

Hammerstein fairground musical. 
National (Lyttelton), South 
Bank, SE I (071-928 2252). 

Mon-Sat 7.30pm, mats 
Tues, Sat 2.15pm. 

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS: Ian 
Judge's sublimely funny production 
back in London, with award- 
winning Desmond Barrit playing 
both portly twins. 

Barbican, Silk Street EC2 <071- 
638 3891). Mon-Sat 7.15pm, mats 
Wed and Sat 2pm. 

CYRANO DE BERGERAC 
Robert Lindsay looks right as the 
nasally challenged hero but the 
production is too bustling to give 
enough room to the fall 
poignancy of his fate. 

Theatre Royal, Haymarket. 




I would like further information on making a will and leaving a legacy 
Please send me: A free ‘How do 1 Make a Will?’ Brochure Q Covenant Form 1~1 

Gift Aid Form I For donations over £400) D 

I am unable to make a bequest to The Leonard Cheshire Foundation but would like to send a 
donation today of: £ I I I would like to donate by: 

accessD visaD CARD NO. I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I IJ 

CARD EXPIRY DATE I I SIGNATURE - — 

Please make your cheque/postal order payable to The Leonard Cheshire Foundation and send to: 
The Leonard Cheshire Foundation, Freepost, London SWIP2YZ. 

(if you use a stamp this will save us money) or call us on: 071-828 1822 

Name: Mr/Mis/Miss — • Sj ^ 
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0031} Odeon Kensington 
(0426 914666) Plaza (071-497 
9999) UO WhiteJeys 
(071-792 3332). 

THE NIUPPET CHRISTMAS 
CAROL (U): Successful blend of 
Dickens's story with Muppet 
madness. Starring Michael Caine as 
Scrooge. Director, Brian Henson. 
Camden Parkway (071-267 
7034) MGM Baker Street (071 -935 
9772) MGM Chelsea (071-352 
5096) MGM Haymarket (071-839 
1 527) MGM Oxford Street 
(071-636 0310) MGM Trocadero 
(071-434 0031) Odeons: 
Kensington (0426 914666) 
Mezzanine (0426 91 5683) UO 
WhiteJeys (071-792 3332). 

PETER'S FRIENDS 05): College 
pais meet up after a decade far a 
gfib mixture of laughter and 
teats. Kenneth Branagh directs 
Emma Thompson, Stephen Fry, 

Rita Rudner and himself. 

Lunriere (071-836 0691) MGM 
Chelsea (071-352 5096) MGM 
Tottenham Court Road (071- 
636 6148) MGM Trocadero (071- 
434 0031} Odeon Kensington 
(0426 914666) PI«8I (071-497 
9999) Screen on Baker Street 
(071-9352772). 

SINGLE WHITE FEMALE (18): 

New roommate proves a crackpot 
Nicely atmospheric, but the 
crudities mount. Bridget Fonda. 
Jennifer Jason Leigh; director, 

Barbet Schroeder. 

MGM Chelsea (071-352 5096) 
MGM Shaftesbury Avenue (071- 
836 6279/379 7025) Odeons: 
Kensington (0426 914666) 
Mezzanine (0426 915683). 

SISTER ACT (PG): Whoopi 
Goldberg hides out in a convent. 
Contrived but disarming, warm- 
hearted comedy. Director, Emile 
Ardofino. 

MGM Baker Street (071-935 
9772} MGM Chelsea (071-352 
5096) MGM Oxford Street 
<071 -636 0310) Odeons: 
Kensington (0426 914666) 

West End (0426 91 5574} Ud 
WhiteJeys (071-792 3332). 
SLACKER (15): College-age 
layabouts in Austin, Texas, vent 
crazy thoughts on life, the 
Smurfs and UFOs. Striking debut by 
film-maker Richard Lm Water, 
with an amateur cast 
Metro (071 -437 0757). 



Panto banter Michael Bertenshawand Alan Ford (Dame) in Aladdin (see Theatre) 


Postcode - 

Reg Charity No, 2ISIW 


SW1 (071-930-8800). Mon-Sat. 
730pm, mats Wed and 
Sat, 230pm. 

THE GIFT OF THE GORGON: 

Peter Shaffer's latest bloodthirsty 
revenge versus forgiveness on a 
modem Greek island. Deep issues, 
iffy treatment though Judi 
Dench is powerful. 

The Pit Barbican Centre, Silk 
Street EC2 (071-638 8891). 

Tonight Mon, Tues, 7.15pm. 

HAY FEVBb Very funny 
performances (not always where you 
expect) m Coward's 
excellent comedy. 

Albery, St Martin's Lane, WC2 
(07 1-867 1115). Mon-Sat 8pm, 
mats, Thuis, Sat 3pm. 

KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN: 

Tremendously glossy production of 
the Kander & Ebb musical. It 
coarsens the values of Manuel Puig's 
novel but Chita Rivera makes a 
striking vamp. 

Shaftesbury, Shaftesbury 
Avenue, WC2 (071 -379 5399). 
Mon-Sat 8pm, mats Wed, 

Sat 3pm. 

LOST IN YONKERS: Terrific 
performance by Rosemary Harris in a 
Neil Simon comedy more 
weighty than usual. 

Strand, Aldwych, WC2 (071- 
930 8800). Mon-Sat 7.30pm, mats 
Wed, Sat 2.30pm. 

MISERY: Sharon G less (ex-cop 
Cagney) unnerves Bill Paterson in 
stage version of the Stephen 
King thriller. 

Criterion, Piccadilly Circus, W1 
(071-8394488). Mon-Sat 8pm, 
mats Wed, 3pm, Sat 4pm. 

PINCHY KOBI AND THE SEVEN 
DUPPIESI: The eight black actors of 
The Posse in a marvellously 
inventive variation on the Scrooge 
Story. Recommended. 

Tricyde. 269 Kilbum High Road, 
NW6 (071-328 1000). Mon-Sat. 

8pm, mat Sat 4pm. 

THE LION, THE WTTCH AND 
THE WARDROBE: This years 
excursion to Narnia, by courtesy 
of Vanessa Ford Productions. 
Somewhat better than others in 
the collection. 

Royalty, Portugal Street, 

Kingsway, WC2 (071-494 5090). 
Variously at 2.30pm, 4pm, 

6.30pm (closed New Years day). 

THE PRISON B? OF ZENDA: 

David Haig plays the dashing 
Rudolph Rassendyll, spitting 
image of the King of Ruritania, in 
the best of all romantic 
adventures. 

Greenwich Theatre, Croons 
Hill, SE10 <081-858 7755). Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, mat Sat 2.30pm, 
except today and Mon, 3.30pm, 

TRAVELS WITH MY AUNT: 

Simon Cadell, John Wells, Richard 
Kane, Christopher Gee play all 
26 parts in Giles HavergaPs 
marvellous adaptation of 
Graham Greene's novel. 

Wyndham's, Charing Cross 
Road, WC2 (071-867 1116). Mon- 
Fn. 8pm, Sat. 8. 1 5pm. mats 
Wed, 3pm, Sat 5pm. 

REGIONAL 

BIRMINGHAM: Helen 
Boxendale plays beautiful, tragic 
Lady Isabel Vane, whose 
misfortunes in East Lynne would 
melt a heart of stone. 

Birmingham Rep Studio. 

Centenary Square (021-236 4455). 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, mat 
Sat, 3.15pm. 

HULL New John Gobder play 
takes tiie lid off the lechery at The 
Office Party. 

Spring street Theatre, Spring 
Street (0482 224800). Mon-Sat 
7,45pm, mate Wed, next Sat 
and Jan 9 at 3pm. 

GLASGOW: The Christmas 
show here is Myles Rudge's version 
of The Jungle Book, bold and 
colourful, directed by Giles Haverga! 
Citizens, Gorbais (041-429 
0022 ). Mon-Sat variously at 10am, 
2pm and 7pm (dosed New 
Year's day). 

LEICESTER; Paul Kerryson brings 
the Jets and Sharks together m West 
Side Story. Every song a hit 
Haymarket Beigrave Gale 
(0533 539797). Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
mats Wed and Sat. 4.30pm. 

MOLD: Charles Dickens's 
warning against being nasty to the 
staff on Christmas Eve: A 
Christmas Carol, with new musk 
and lyrics. 

Thoatr dwyd (0352 7551 14). 
Variously at 2pm and 7pm. 

OXFORD: Daydreaming Princess 


Fodina and mischievous Tom 
Fod in Footing About, by the team 
who produced last year's 
delightful 
Magic Storybook. 

Playhouse, Beaumont Street 
(0865 798600). Variously at 
10.15pm and 2pm. 

SCARBOROUGH: A chance to 
see octogenarian Charles Thomas's 
Christmas show Prince on a 
White Bike, set in London's East End 
in 1934. 

Stephen Joseph Theatre In 
the Round (0723 370541 ). Tues- 
Sat 7.30pm. 


CINDERELLA: The Royal Ballet 
celebrates Christmas wth an all- 
Ashton season: thedouWe bin of 
The Dream and Tales of Beatrix 
Porters coupled with 
Cinderella, which 41 years ago 
became the first fad-length 
ballet by an English choreographer. 
Using Prokofiev's score, Ashton 
created some of ha most delightful 
choreography, espetiaDy for the 
ugly stepsisters, one of the funniest 
double acts in all ballet. 

Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden, London, WC2 (071-240 
1066). Today, 2.30pm and 
7.30pm; Mon. 2 JOpm and 7.30pm; 
Fri 7.30pm. The Dream/Taies of 
Beatrix Potter. Wed, Thurs, 730pm. 
Tales of Beatrix Porter alone; 
mat New Year's eve, 2.30pm. 

LONDON CITY BALLET; The 
company's production of Prokofiev's 
Romeo and Juliet returns to the 
repertoire for the final week of this 
annual Sadler's Wells season. 

Ben Stevenson's choreography s 
disappointingly lacklustre but 
some fine dancing should make the 
evening worthwhile. One 
notable guest appearance is the 
ballerina Lynn Seymour, taking 
the role of Lady Capulet on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings. 

Sadler's Weds, Rosebery 
Avenue, London, EC1 (071-278 
8916), Mon-Wed, Fri. 730pm, 
mat Wed, 230pm. 

THE NUTCRACKER: 

Tchaikovsky's perennial Christmas 
offering celebrates its 100th 
birthday this year, an event marked 
by English National Ballet in its 
annual Nutcracker season at the 
Festival Hall. Ben Stevenson's 
workaday production may not be 
the most inspired around, but it 
does boast attractive designs, 
courtesy of Desmond Heetey. 

Festival Hall. South Bank, 

London, SET (071-928 8800). Today, 
230pm, 7.30pm, Mon-Fri, 

2.30pm and 730pm. 


ALQNA; Handel's opera — 
forever associated with Joan 
Sutherland and last seen at 
Covent Garden in 1962 — is given a 
new production by the American 
director Stephen Wadsworth. 
Yvonne Kenny sings the title 
role; Ann Murray, Kathleen 
Kuhlmann, Anthony Rotfe 
Johnson, Judith Howard and 
Stafford Deal co m plete an 
Impressive cast John Fisher, who as 
music director transformed the 
fortunes of Venice's La Femes, 
makes his Covent Garden debut 
in the pit 

Royal Opera House, 

Covent Garden, London, 

WC2 (071-240 1066/1911). 

Tues. 7pm 

THE ADVENTURES OF MR 
BROUCEK: English National Opera's 
new JanfrCek production has fine 
performances from Graham dark, 
Vivian Tierney and Bonaventura 
Bottom, beautiful orchestral 
playing, and exemplary 
conducting from Sir Charles 
Mackerras; but David Poun trey's 
staging, piling in-joke upon in-joke, 
suffers from an excess of 
invention and a reluctance to let this 
quirky and appealing piece 
speak far itself. 

Coliseum, St Martin's Lane, 

London, WC 2 (071-836 3161). 
Thurs, 6pm. 





Clark and Tierney in The 
Adventures of Mr Broucek 

TRAVELLING OPERA: Peter 
Knapp and his energetic touring 
company arrive at the South 
Bank with their lively versions of La 
Boh&ne (set in 1 930s Paris) and 
Don Pasquale (with the hero as a 
modem Tuscan fitness freak). 

Queen Elizabeth Hail, South 

Bank, London SE1 (071-928 
8800). Tonight, tomorrow, Tues, 
Wed, 7.45pm (BohOme); Mon, 
Thurs, 7.45pm (Don Pasquale). 


EVENINGS OUT 


RAYMOND G.H. SEITZ 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 



We have picked out exactly what we are doing in London over 
Christmas and New Year. Having lived here on and off forafcS 
5* 10 have \ me ^ « ^ Famiglia at least once. 
S’ on £*Fj enda 15 tea, 31 the R«z which is highly predictable 
but wonderful none the less. We’ll be going to see Kiss nf rhe 

and Kcondiy. haying seen the film, I am intrigued to see how it 
has been turned into .a musical. A good friend of our whoTan 
authority on art will be showing us around “The Swagger 
Portrait exhibiuon at the Tate Galleiy. We also have a hSvy 
popcorn commitment The Lm of the Mohicans. n Tl 
wonderful yam. I am told there is a good bit of gore in 1 l h..r 

zszsssttr British raiher than a “- » 


CLASSICAL 

BEACON EUROPE DAY: The 
Barbican celebrates the coming of 
the single European market with 
a day of concerts by the European 
Community Baroque Orchestra, 
playing favourites by Purcell, Avraon, 
Telemann, Bath and Handel (St 
Giles Church, Cnpplegate, Thurs, 
3pm); the London Symphony 
Orchestra (traditional Viennese New 
Year fare from the Strauss 
family, BaTfacan HaH, 7.30pm; 
repeated with slight variations 
on New Year's day at 3pm and 
7.30pm); and the European 
Community Youth Orchestra under 
Vladimir Ashkenazy, with 
Fnednch Kempf. BBC Young 
Muskwn of the Year, at the 
piano (popular Wagner, 
Rachmaninov, Bax and Ravel. 
Barbican Hall, 9.45pm). 

Barbican, SHk Street. London. 

EC2 (071-638 8891). New 

Year's eve. 

THE KING'S CONSORT: Robert 
King directs a programme on the 
theme of “A German 
Christmas", featuring music by 
Bach, Telemann and Buxtehude. 
Wrgmore Hall, Wigmore Street 
London, W1 (071-935 2141) 

Tues, 7.30pm. 

ROCK 

BILLY BRAGG: The Bard of 
Barking returns to Hadmey with the 
Red Stars far three gigs 
culminating in what should be the 
pick of toe New Year's eve 
bashes. Canadian newcomers 
Barenaked Ladies lend support. 
Hackney Empire, London, E8 
(081-935 2424), Tues, Wed and 
New Year's eve, 8pm. 

S.E. ROGIE: The king of palm 
wine guitar music offers fine, rootsy 
African rhythms. 

Lemon Tree. Aberdeen (0224 
642230). Mon, 7pm. 

JOHN COOPER-CLARKE: 

Reunited with the Invisible Girts, the 
gaunt northern poet and singer 
plays a home town gig. 

Band on the Wall, Manchester 
(061-832 0183). Mon, 830pm. 
NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY: 

Gutsy soul diva Jean Came fronts a 
night's funky entertainment 
Camden Centre, London, NW1 
(071-388 1 394). New Year's eve, 
8pm-2am. 


SPIKE ROBINSON BAND: 

Expea Intense melodies from this 
Zoot Sims-inspired tenor 
saxophonist 

Bull's Head, London, SW1 3 
(08 1 -876 5241). Tonight, 8pm. 
STAN TRACEY OCTET: The 
distinctive pianist celebrates his 
birthday and the 50to 
anniversary of the fast night he 
played jazz. 

Bull's Head (as above). Wed, 
830pm. 

ROY BURRO WES PLUS THE 
EUROAMERKAN 7: The American 
trumpet player leads a group of 
seven performers from Europe and 
the United States induding 
Parisian saxophonist Richard Raux. 
Purcell Room, South Bank. 

London, 5E1 (071-928 8800). New 
Year's eve, 8pm. 


EXHIBITIONS 


TWELVE STARS: This touring 
show, part of the European Arts 
Festival, consists of 25 paintings 
selected from toe permanent 
collection of the European 
Parliament, induding 14 recent 
acquisitions by British artists. 

Most of the international choices 
indine to abstraction. Among 
toe painters proper, Peter Dorg 
stands out by virtue of his 
individual vision and painterly way of 
expressing it 

Concourse Gallery, Barbican 
Centre, Silk Street, London, EC2 
(071-6384141). Mon-Sat 
10aro-7.30pm. Sun, New Year's day, 
midday-7 .30pm, opens today- 
Jan 17. 

VISUALISING MASCULINITIES: 

The theme of this small show (13 
works in total) is toe way artists 
from toe mid-19to century up to 
today have used the male body 
m ait The choice indudes Millais. 
Epstein, Pollock and Bacon. 

Tate Gallery, Millbank, SW1 
(071-821 1313). Mon-Sat 10am- 
5.50pm, Sun, 2-5.50pm, until 
June 6 (dosed today and New 
Year's day). 

ECCO ROMA: This exhibition 
gathers from the gallery's own 
collection a series of tributes to 
the enduring magic of the Eternal 
City, including works made in 
Rome by such visitors as Brueghel. 
EJsheimer, Poussin and others, as 
well as locals such as Raphael and 
Piranesi. Scots Ramsay, Wilkie, 

David Roberts and Alexander 
Runtiman also stand out. 

National Gallery of Scotland, 

The Mound, Edinburgh (031-556 
8921). Mon-Sat 10am*6pm, 

Sun. 1 lam-6pm. until Jan 31 (dosed 
today, New Year's day, 

Jan 2 and 4). 

SHELLEY: AN INEFFECTUAL 
ANGEL? A belated London 
celebration of the bicentenary of 
Shelley's birth in 1 792. this show 
indudes portraits and other 
Shelley-related art as well as 
manuscripts, annotated books 
and even fragments of his ashes. 
British library Galleries. Great 
Russell Street WC1 (071-636 1555). 
Mon-Sat, 1Qam-5pm, Sun, 2.30- 
6pm, until Feb 28 (dosed today and 
tomorrow, New Year's day). 
BEARDSLEY TO BOMBERG: 

Some of Beardsley's finest decadent 
drawings are induded here, 
together with those of the Camden 
Town Group, Paul Nash 1 
and Bomberg. 

Tate Gallery. Millbank, SWT 

<071-821 1313). Mon-sat 10am- 
6pm, Sun, 2-6pm, until Feb 14 
(dosed today. New Year’s day). 

EUROPEANS IN CARICATURE: 

The British Museum has nearly 
20,000 caricatures, mostly hand- 
coloured etchings, from the great 
age of caricature. 1770-1830 
To reflect the less solemn side of the 
current European Arts Festival. 

92 prime examples have been 
chosen, illustrating how the 
different European nations related 
to each other. Clearly 
stereotypes spring eternal — but 
toen, where would humour be 
without them? 

British Museum, Great Russell 
Street. WC 1 (071-636 1555) Mon- 
Sat. I0am-5pm, Sun, 2.30-6pm 

2? 2 V 4 today, tomorrow 

and New Year's day) 


EDVARD MUNCH! A sqntfkxtt - -}- 

exhibition, this is devoted to to* _■■■ 
painting’s, drawings and prints 
made BY Munch m the 1890s « : r 

connection with his great .. 

autobiographical 'xreme iwmwi 

of Ufa. Some 65 pieces arc ■: -j. 
drawn from three great Norwegian. - . 

N^tiw^dGaliery. Trafalgar ■ ■ ,.••• 

Square, WC2 1071-839 3321). Only. . • •. 

1 0 am- 6 pm twed to Spm). until ■; . 

Feb 7 (closed today arid New 
Year's day). •’ 

THE 5WAGGER PORTRAIT: : 

There has never — until recently — r._ 
been any lack in British panting . • 

of portraitists ready to supply V - - 

something obviously impress*: 

for their patrons Van Dyck was to* 
founding father, his Mtomen in .s: . :: 
the tradition range from Lely and 
Kndter to Sargent and Augustus 
John. These pictures are toll of pnd* - • . 

in position and possession 
Tate Gallery (as before) Mon- _ 

Sat. 10 em- 6 pm. 5un. 2-6pm. un» , ' _ 

Jan 10. 1 993 (closed today and - - - . 
New Year's day) 


INTERNATIONAL MIME 
FESTIVAL: A special gala 
performance wiH mark the 
festival's 15th anniversary toe • 

year with all proceeds to toe London 

Lighthouse (QEH, Jan 24). 

Overall there will be 1 00 
performances at seven venues 
around London, and across toe . - 
country. Artists from the United 
States, Italy, France, Argentina, ; \ 
Brasil. Canada, Czechoslovakia 
and Britain wiH take part in the two- 
week festival of visual theatre. 

Tag Teatro from Venice brings a new 
commedw detfarte scenario. La 
Z/ncana (PR. Jan 18-22); Britain's 
leading figure David Glass 
premieres CHasseyelPR. Feb 1-3L . 

Czechoslovakian actor-down . 
Botek Poirvka returns to the South 
Bank (QEH, Jan 23). 

Free brochure: 071-637 5661. ... 

Jan 18-feb 3. 




Mime magic David Glass 
with his work. Glasseye 

THE GREAT AGE OF 
WATERCOLOURS 1750-1880: The _ 
Royal Academy's latest show ; 
endeavours to reflect the -k 

revolutionary and lasting [• 

changes that the natural world 
underwent in Europe during the 
years 1750-1 880. The show 
comprises 300 works by artists 
such as J.M.W. Turner, John 
Constable. William Blake, 

Samuel Palmer, John Self Cotman 
and David Cox. 

Royal Academy of Ails, 

Piccadilly. London W1 (071-439 
7438). Jan 15-Apr 12, 1993. 

Advance booking through First 
Call: 07 1 -240 7200 or Ticketmasten 
071-3444444 

BBC PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA: The BBC PO together 
with the Leeds Festival Chorus 
wiH give the world premiere of 
Russian composer Dmitri 
Smirnov's new large-scale choral 
work Song of Liberty \a a setting 
of texts by poet William Blake. Jerzy . 
Maksymiuk also conducts 
Mozart's Mass in C minor. Lynne 
Dawson, Louise Winter, Adrian 
Thompson and Michael George are 
toe soloists. 

Town Hall, Leeds (0532 
476962). Jan 30. 

BSC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 

British conductor Marie 
Wigglesworth conducts the BBC 
SO in the Bnnsh premiere of Louis 
Andriessen's De Snetheid. a 
work scored far three large . . . 
ensembles, exploring toe 
relationship between music 
and velocity. . ' _ 

Festival Hall, South Bank. 

London SE1 (071-928 8800). Feb 5- 

BQN JOVL- Their May tour now 
has two extra dates. 

NEC, Birmingham (021-780 
4133), 12. Wembley 
Arena, Middlesex 

(081-900 1234), 16. :';‘ 


THE BALLAD OF THE SAD 
CAFE (Curzon Video, 15V Simon 
Callow boldly plunges from 
theatre to cinema with a stark 
adaptation of Carson 
McC cillers' s bizarre backwoods caie 
of sexual conflict Some 
remarkable acting (Vanessa 
Redgrave), though the Mm 
leaves you more bemused than 
enthralled. 1991. 

BILL & TED'S BOGUS 
JOURNEY (Columbia Tri-Star, PGV. 
Return of toe amiably stupid, 
time-traveHtng teenager (Keanu 
Reeves, Alex Winter). Over- 
loaded with special effects, though ■ 
William Sadler's Grim Reaper is 
ton. Director, Pete Hewitt 1992. 

THE LAST OF HIS TRIBE (20 2(1 

Vision, 151: There is more to be 

sucked from the fascinating 
story of tehi. last member of a small 
Indian tnbe in California But 
some line performance'., itom 
Graham Greene and Jon Vomftt 
as anthropologist Alfred Ktoebct, 
make this cable TV movie 
worthwhile Director, Harry 
Hook 1992 


THE PLAYBOYS (FoxVideo, 12V ' 
tore, leaiousv and a child bom out •. 
of wedlock in an Irish village in • . 

1957. Strong perfarmarv.e'. (Atari! -J •. 

Finney, Robn i Wrighw.bui toe 

much blarney Director, Giflm 
MacKinnon. 1992 


Film: Geoff Brown. 

Theatre; Jei umy Kingston; 
Classical Musk and 
Opera: ton BmnskiH; Rock anti . 
Jam Stephanie Osborne; 
Dance: Debra Cramp; 
Exhibitions: John Russell - 
Taykw; Video: GudH Biown. ‘ 
Bookings: Kan Knight 
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Fat chance of a silent night for the farmyard nativity 


y the time you read this, 1 
gravely suspect that our 
young sow, Phoebe, will 
have caused us dreadful embarrass- 
ment If you think your relations 
are awkward at Christmas, count 
yourself lucky. 

Having reared her last liner of 
piglets to the ripe old age of ten 
weeks. Phoebe is now ready to give 
her undivided attention to the 
founding of the next litter. At least, 1 
am ready for her to do so and there 
is little she can do to object, for 1 
have loaded her into the trailer, 
hauled her round the pigsty and 
settled her on straw where the next 
love of her life awaits. 

If this seems brusque, it is a far 
cry from the modem way of rearing 
Utters, which removes suckling pigs 
from the teat at the tender age of 
three weeks. We leave ours to suck 
their mother till they are happy and 
plump, and of a size to knock her 
around if she fails to keep them 


FARMER’S DIARY: PAUl.HEINE¥: 




under control. Far from 
ujeping at the loss of her 
offspring. I have never seen 
a pig go up the ramp of a 
trailer as fast as our Phoebe 
when she spotted an oppor- 
tunity for a quick escape 
from a family Christmas. 

And if the remarriage 
sterns to be a little swift after the 
rarruly break-up, this is merely 
because pigs come into season two 
or three days after weaning and the 
opportunity must be seized. 

I cannot think of any attractive 
way to describe die 'visiting Large 
Black boar. Even though there is 
little malice in him. there seems to 
be more than enough lurking 
menace to persuade me to move 
swdtiy at feeding time. He is hefty, 
thick-set and very — er — mascu- 
line. He froths at the mouth. But 



Phoebe adores him. Not 
that she takes it, so to 
speak. lying down. She 
cavorts around the sty. 


mg and giggling like a 
schoolgirl confronting her 
pop idol And it is these 
squeals of porcine delight 
which 1 fear may lead to trouble; for 
this year we haw decided to hold a 
farmyard Nativity play. And what 
am 1 going to say to the audience if. 
halfway through “Silent Night". 
Phoebe gets a Bt of the shrieking 
amorous giggles? 

For the last couple of Christmas- 
es, I have never been able to sing a 
carol without realising what an 
ideal setting we could provide for a 
Nativity play. Our lambing sheds 
are built of grown timbers and 
thatched with warm straw; our 



cattle eat their feed from real 
mangers; and when the frosts come 
we are only too familiar with earth 
as hard as iron, water like a stone. 
We even have the cast. Our eight- 
year-old daughter wishes to play 




Maty but her ten-year-old brother 
will not be seen dead showing her 
any affection, and so refuses to play 
Joseph. He has decided to be the 
inn-keeper a) that he can spend the 
entire play being grumpy. He will 

irr houbhtpn BjaBa55q 



Whipping in and moving ofift after a warming stirrup cup, the huntsmen, riders and bounds of the Beaufort hunt set off from the meet to draw the first cover 

Confessions of a fox-hunter 


T his morning across the 
land, hounds wQl be 
whining, ponies whinny- 
ing and mares stamping 
impatiently. Hordes of followers, 
mounted and unmounted, w£D 
gather for die meet, steam rising 
from horses’ romps and riders’ 
breath alike. Outside pubs, on 
village greens and in marketplaces, 
some 200 packs wfll rally to the calL 
For Boxing day is one of the high 
points on the hunt calendar and, 
weather permitting, promises the 
biggest turn out of the year. 

What bener way. some would 
say, to work off the seasonal 
excesses than by galloping across 
glorious countryside, the winter 
wind full in your face? I dearly 
recall, aged 1 2, the early mornings 
with bitter Scottish gusts biting my 
ears and sneaking between the 
folds of my stock; when two pairs of 
riding gloves and charcoal pocket- 
warmers did little to ward off the 
chill. Yet fortified by surreptitious 
gulps from someone's hip flask. I 
would chivvy my pony in pursuit of 
the pack, 

The thrill of the chase is endlessly 
died as a key factor in the hunt — 
and it is a tangible spur. How 
exhilarating it was to career along, 
ducking the dods of mud thrown 
up by those in front, and keeping 
alert for low' branches, hidden 
ditches and barbed wire. 

There was nothing better than 


Although ethics now prevent her from hunting, Annie Rankin 
still recalls the heady excitement of the- Boxing day meet 


following hounds in full ay. Then, 
you could soar to untold heights 
because all around were sailing 
over vast fences. At that time 1 
viewed hunting as just an extension 
of die Pony Club — an opportunity 
do meet other riders in winter when 
there were few rallies or 
gymkhanas. 

There was definitely tension in 
the air, but for me this was as much 
the fear that my over-excited pony 
might bolt and pass the master — 
thereby committing a cardinal sin 
of hunting. Even the curious ritual 
of being bloodied (an honour 
usually bestowed on the youngest 
person at the kill) did not strike me 
as unpleasant 1 never earned a 
brush but 1 did get a fox pad, which 
became a precious memento. 

My home was close to the 
kennels, and sometimes we would 
“walk” young hounds (take them in 
while they are weaned). I remem- 
ber my distress when two Wack- 
and-tan pups mauled my prize 
bantams. But the henhouse was 
also a magnet for numerous foxes 
over the years. There seemed a 
certain rough justice in the natural 
world. 

When my favourite gelding died, 
I ensured he was taken by the 


kennels and fed to the hounds. It 
did not seem a gruesome practice: 
the hunt disposed of horses sensi- 
tively and humanely- It seemed a 
fitting tribute, not to mention 
appropriate recycling- 

like many hunting enthusiasts; I 
enjoyed H primarily for the unbri- 
dled excitement, the unpredictabili- 
ty and for the stunning scenery. But 
blood lust is inextricably bound up 
with iL Rare was the day that my 
scruffy bunt caught a fox, but there 
was still a sense of purpose and 
anticipation. Few would contend 
thar a good gallop with friends, 
even with challenging fences, could 
make an adequate substitute. 

For its many opponents, hunting 
stands for everything objectionable 
about our class-ridden society: 
landed gentry dressed up to the 
nines and lording it on horseback, 
forcing beasts to a protracted death 
— and then calling it the sport of 
kings. But that is an emotive and 
extreme view. Most workaday 
hunts are open to anyone who can 
ride, and few are prohibitively 
expensive. The cap (or day’s fee) 
ranges from £5 or £6 to about £60 
with the smartest packs. 

Today, after mature reflection. I 
stand firmly on the far side of the 


fence. I find it ethically unaccept- 
able to subject any animal to such a 
drawn out, crod end. Yes. foxes 
often escape but with terrier-men 
blocking up their lairs the previous 
night to prevent them going to 
ground, the odds are unfairly 
stacked. And cub-hunting, in 
which immature hounds are set to 
work on young fox cubs, is quite 
barbaric 

1 have seen some of the savage 
things animals do to each other in 
the wild, but as I cannot stomach 
the sight of an exhausted fox being 
tom limb from limb by a ravenous 
pack. 1 no longer participate. Still. I 
can hardly condemn others for 
relishing what I spent many happy 
days pursuing. 1 may listen wistful- 
ly to accounts of a good day out but 
1 cannot personally reconcile it with 
my conscience. 

Blood lust is an intrinsic part of 
our human make-up, and we 
should be prepared to acknowledge 
this. Yet there are many base urges 
we would be well advised not to act 
upon. There are. after all, many 
activities that bring as much exhila- 
ration — tackling a steep ski-slope. 
cHmbing a mountain, even going 
for a run — none of which relies on 
ritualised slaughter. 


Recently I was speaking with 
someone who had once been an 
avid hunt saboteur. For him it had 
been part of being young and 
rebellious; He had seen It as an 
exciting day out in the country and 
had taken it up almost without 
question. It brought with it all the 
gratification of espousing a just 
cause as writ as giving free rein to a 
radical impulse. 

Years later, he says he would not 
go out sabbing and. while still 
opposed to hunting, has come to 
see that those who hunt do so not 
out of bloodthirsty motives, but are 
as much a product of their back- 
ground as he himself is. This is not 
offered as a glib appraisal of all 
hunt saboteurs, many of whom are 
committed to a considered philoso- 
phy; but I was struck by the echoes 
of my own altered perspective. We 
had moved from two polar posit- 
ions — both unthinking, heady 
entertainment — to a greater 
understanding of a complex topic. 

Ethical questions demand a per- 
sonal response, and nobody has a 
prerogative on them. We are ulti- 
mately accountable only to our- 
selves. So. while I object to the 
principle, the Boxing day meet — 
with its pink coals and toppers, 
shaggy ponies and anoraked 
groupies — brings back joyful 
memories. Indeed, for many coun- 
try people it is an integral part of 
the seasonal cycle. 


Feather report 


jiiVV 


Early claims for the spring 


/ALK down the lane and into 
wood on Boxing day morning 
phat is it likely to offer? Before 
n, a song thrash wfll have been 
ing in the treetops, and pnovid- 
he wind is not too strong, a 
it tit may be singing in the 
len too — “teacher, teacher^ it 
is to cry. Both birds are setting 
heir spring breeding territories, 
[ting other males that they are 
possession of this particular 
len and letting passing females 
v that they will soon be looking 
i mate. 

ut on the road, a small brown 
with pink feet runs back under 
hedge like a mouse. It is a 
nock, or hedge sparrow. It is no 
ion at all to the house spar- 
i. though it might be mistaten 
l female house sparrow but for 
fine insect-eater’s beak. The 
nocks are not singing much 
but they pipe vigorously in the 
thorn twigs. 

nder the roadside trees farther 


along, other birds are feeding. 
Most of them are chaffinches, the 
males with pink breasts and blue 
caps. They walk about perkily, or 
ran fast, but never hop — hopping 
is the style of birds that feed mainly 
among the branches, where walk- 
ing would be rather difficult 
Here is your first chance of 
seeing a more unusual bird, espe- 
cially if the trees are beeches: the 
brambling, which is a northern 
relative of the chaffinch. The main 
thing to look out for when the buds 

fly up is a white rump and a yellow 

armpit That will be a brambling, 
and if you get a good view of it in 
the tree you wfll see the bright 
breast, more orange than the 
chaffinch's. The bramblings come 
down from Scandinavia in search 
of beech mast and sometimes 
descend on the beech forests of 
Switzerland in hundreds of thou- 
sands, - ^ 

Turning info the wood, the first 
thing you hear >s a soft, lip- 


smaddng sound. It comes from a 
family of tong-tailed tits, which are 
almost dancing through the oaks, 
hovering and diving among the 
twigs, then trooping one by one 
across a space between the trees 
before starting their restless search 
for insects again. 

There may be gddarests in the 
same trees, very small as agile as 
the long-tailed tits, and calling in 
erratic bursts like a thin steam- 
whistle. They can be very tame, and 
one often gets a good view of their 
sharp black eye and eyestripe and 
their gleaming yellow crest. 

The real excitement of a winter 
walk in the woods, though, is to put 
up a woodcock. Here a dog is 
useful, for the woodcocks sit tight 
under thick brambles or down by 
ditches hidden under the dead 
bracken. They probe in the soft sofl 
for worms, sucking them up with- 
out lifting their long beaks. When 
man or dog disturbs them, they Oy 
up with a great deal of noise. 



Wjeques 

Clatter disturbed, the woodcock will burst out of the brambles 


crashing through the undergrowth 
and also making a strange paper- 
tearing sound with their wings. 
Thdr heavy brown shape twists in 
and out of the trees; but usually 
they settle again quite quickly. So if 
you are prepared to push through 
the brambles —Just as thorny now 
as at any time of the year — you 


may have a second chance of seeing 
this strange wader of the woods. 

Derwent May 

•What’s about: Birders — look out for 
grep wagtails in tomut and does. 
Twitchers — white-throated sparrow. 
Market Rosen, Lincolnshire. Details 
from Bintline 0898 700222. 


doubtless take after his father and 
become a fanner. 

Although I have been offered a 
donkey, it seems only proper that 
our Suffolk Punches should haul 
the blessed couple to the stable. Our 
farm-worker friend Derek is going 
to wrap himself in old sacking and 
lead the horses through the yard. 
We shall gather in a flock of young 
shepherds and they can abide with 
the long-suffering Dorset sheep 
around the shepherds’ hut which 
we win place near the gate. The 
ewes are due to start lambing on 
New Year’s day and / now regret 
not having sent the ram to work a 
couple of weeks sooner, so that a 
couple of early lambs might have 
completed the scene. I think our 
sheepdog. Flash, will have to abide 
in his kennel, for. although excel- 
lent with a flock, his relationship 
with others is strained, and 1 
foresee a situation where the infant 
Jesus (borrowed doll) will be hauled 


from the manger and dragged tike 
a juicy bone into the corner. 1 did 
consider an impressionistic attempt 
to have our gloriously white cow. 
Sage, play the Angel Gabriel, but 
her calf would surely try to follow. 
We are trying to create an atmo- 
sphere of dreamless sleep with 
sflenr stars going by. nDl a rodeo. 

As I write, the performance is 
tomorrow and I am keeping my 
fingers crossed that a noisy upsurge 
of passion in our Pheobe is not 
going to coincide with the dignified 
and hushed coming down of the 
Angel of the Lord. The only 
solution that crosses my mind if she 
does bellow is to drown herourwffh 
help from the bullocks. Lowing 
cattle are. after afl, acceptable. In 
the end. if the worst should happen. 
1 shall have to turn my back on the 
holy scene, replace my farmer’s hat, 
and think of the lucrative litter to 
come. Glad tidings of great joy: for 
once, a profit cometh in the land. 


Hang on to a 
hangover cure 

How to restore good cheer, or a least a 
semblance of life, after the night before 



K ingsley Amis used to say 
tint vigorous sex the morn- 
ing after helped. Pliny the 
Elder recommended a necklace of 
paisley while you slept. The French 
eat bnandade de monte, a dish 
made by pounding salt cod with 
olive oil and milk. Eddie Condon, 
jazz musician and drunk, said the 
only cure was to take the juice of two 
quarts of whisky. 

Medical theory says that the only 
cure for a hangover is rehydration 
and time. You drink a lot (not 
alcohol) and wan for the pounding 
in the head, the aching joints and 
the upset stomadi to right them- 
selves. For a bad case, two 
paracetamol and tying down in a 
darkened room is recommended. 

But, in prac- 
tice. most seri- 
ous drinkers — 
quite a lot of 
whom seem to 
be doctors — 
will tell you 
there are things 
that help. They 
may not be ex- 
actly hangover 
cures, but they 
do seem to 
make you feel a 
little better. 

First, what 
causes a hang- 
over? Obviously 
drinking too 
much alcohol, 
which has vari- 
ous effects. 

Most impor- 
tantly alcohol is 
a strong diuret- 
ic, which drains 
the body and 
the brain cells of 
vital fluids. Al- 
cohol also con- 
tains con- 
geners. the 

chemical byproducts of fermenta- 
tion, which give a drink its charac- 
ter but can also act as a poison to 
the body. The nausea, the upset 
stomach, the aching limbs are 
caused mainly by the congeners. 
The headache comes from the 
dehydration caused by alcohol. 

The most important treatment 
fora hangover is water. You need to 
drink a lot of it to rehydrare the 
body and especially the little grey 
cells. The water will also help your 
kidneys and liver to wash out the 
poisons. 

Everyone knows the first rule of 
hangover prevention: drink a quart 
of water before you go to bed. Ifyou 
get up in the night — and you will if 
you have drank a quart of water — 
drink some more. Drink more still 
when you wake up. The sooner you 
rehydrate, the sooner the little men 
with hammers will stop attacking 
the inside of your skull. 

Some people substitute black 
coffee for water, but this is a 
mistake. The caffeine provides a 
quick lift but. in quantity, can do an 
uncertain stomach no good at all. 

Cures range from a couple of 
Alka Seltzens — for the headache 
and the sulky stomadi — to exotic 
concoctions of food and drink, and 
to exercise — a brisk walk or the 
Amis method. (Prince Philip took a 
bicycle ride on the morning after 
his stag night He got to the church, 
not only on time but in good form.) 

A hair of the dog that bit you 
works for some people, but there 
are dangers. The remedy comes 
from the Roman belief that if you 
were bitten by a dog and the bite 
turned nasty, the only cure was to 
swallow a h air from the same dop. I 
have always thought that yanking 
out a hair might spur the dog to 
bite you again and the same applies 
to alcoholic hangover cures. You 
may fee) better for a time, but if you 
swallow several hairs the hangover 
will return with reinforcements. 

If you do choose this option, do 
not go for one of those concoctions 
that involve three shots of different 
drinks, whatever Keith Floyd ad- 
vises in his new book. Floyd on 
Hangovers (Michael Joseph £7.99). 
That way leads to a sine wave of 
alcoholic highs and hangovers 
lows. 

Floyd’s Corpse Reviver contains 
equal parts of brandy, Fernet 
Branca (Italian bitters, slightly 
stronger _ than standard whisky) 
and white cr§me de men the, a 


FOOD SPY 


cocktail that might revive but which 
would soon cast down again. 

Try instead this gentler version: 
one part brandy. Tour parts milk, a 
dash of Angostura and a teaspoon 
of sugar. Top up with soda. 

Floyd's version of Sally Bowles’ 
traditional cure, the Prairie Oyster, 
makes more sense. He adds one 
measure of brandy to the standard 
Worcester sauce, egg yolk, tomato 
juice, dash of vinegar and pepper. 

One drink — and no more — 
may really help. A famous Fleet 
Street drank 1 knew needed a 
single White Shield Worthington, 
carefully poured and drunk in a 
slow ritual, before he could see his 
typewriter clearly each day.He al- 
ways claimed he wrote better with a 
hangover, and 
it is true that the 
immense con- 
centration you 
need to do any- 
thing in this 
state does some- 
times produce 
good results. 
There is a for- 
mer England 
batsman — no 
names for he 
still counsels the 
young — who 
confesses some 
of his big in- 
nings were con- 
structed 
through a pain- 
ful mist of 
hangover. 

Other dog- 
hair remedies 
indude: 

• The Bullshot 
2oz condensed 
tinned consom- 
me. 2 oz tomato 
juice, one mea- 
sure of vodka, 
lemon juice, 
pepper and a dash of tabasco. 
Some add a raw egg yolk. 

• Guinness with a raw egg in it 
This is an Irish nostrum. 

• Pick-me-up: half a measure diy 
Martini, half of pastis. 

• Campari: one measure drunk 
without soda for mouth-tightening 
shock effect 

• Dutch gin (Genever): one mea- 
sure of this heavily flavoured gin 
taken straight with a pickled 
herring. 

• Underberg: an unpleasant Ger- 
man cure pubs sell in miniature 
bottles. Take ft with soda unless you 
feel the guilty need to punish 
youisdf. 

• Gin-and-tonic with juice of half a 
lime or lemon, plus a teaspoonful of 
sugar if you really cannot swallow 
it Taken with two water biscuits. 

Food hangover cures fall into two 
groups: bland, comforting nursery 
dishes and what you might call 
shock assault nosh. 

The nursery option indudes mac- 
aroni cheese, scrambled eggs on 
toasr, soft-boiled egg with soldiers 
and thick vegetable soup, heavy 
with potatoes. 

Shock food subdivides into fried- 
and-fatty and sharp-and-tangy. 
Many people swear by a transport 
caff fry-up breakfast for group one. 
while group two indudes kippers 
(which will encourage you to drink 
more water), devilled kidneys, pick- 
led onions and pickled herrings. 

Ifyou are planning a hangover, 
you might get in a bottle of some 
stuff that generations of clubmen 
around St James’s have come to call 
the Queen Mother’s cure, though 
there is no evidence that she has 
ever had a hangover, except the fact 
that she comes from Scotland. 

The cure comes m a bottle 
labelled “Pick-Me-Up” and is sold 
by D.R. Harris, die chemist in St 
James’s Street which holds the 
Queen Mother’s warrant Her “by 
appointment” crest appears on the 
small bottle, which contains eye- 
opening ingredients like camphor 
and ammonia. You take a table- 
spoonful in a wineglass of water, 
and I can testify that it has an 
instant head-clearing effect. Per- 
haps mind-blowing would be a 
better word. 

The 100ml bottle costs £4.80 
and, for regular sufferers, there is a 
600ml bottie at £1 5.90. 

Cheers! 

Frank Jeffrey 
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WHISKY COMPETITION 
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Discover the diversions of single malts 


any years ago 1 
won fame as a 
drinks writer 

because, alone 

among a distinguished com- 
pany. I managed in a blind 
tasting to sort six whiskies from 
six cognacs. At that time wine 
critics and beer buffs did not 
realise you could not taste spirits 
by Riling your mouth with mem. 

My instinctive success as a 
natural “noser” would win little 
credit these days. Now. to be 
accounted any sort of whisky 
connoisseur, you have to be able 
to distinguish not just whisky 
from cognac, but grain from 
malt, and among malts which 
region of Scotland it comes from, 
how it has been aged, for how 
tong, and possibly even which 
individual distillery produced it 

Malting the barley, 
mashing the malt, 
fermenting the wort 


It is not a game at which l can 
claim to have many great suc- 
cesses. but it isn't half fun to play, 
as The 77mesVAberlour malt 
whisky competition proves. 

The point is that malt whiskies 
from Scotland are now as diverse, 
and as intriguingly diverting, as 
clarets from Bordeaux. These are 
huty the grands crus of the 
British Isles. 

They differ so much because all 
single malts have to be the 
product of one distillery and 
made exclusively from malted 
barley. The nuances arise 
because there are so many dif- 
ferent ways of malting the barley, 
mashing the malt, fermenting 
the wort, and distilling the 
whisky. Even then the spirit may 
be matured in casks which con- 
tained different drinks, most 
importantly bourbon and dif- 
ferent varieties of sherry, all of 
which donate quite different 
tastes to the finished product 

The water supply- to each 
distillery plays an important part. 


Keeping a cool head when all about are losing theirs over 
whisky: a natural noser, Robin Young does it instinctively 



Whisky: not the only good thing that comes out of Scottish water, salmon fishing on the Spey 


So does the particular nature of 
an v local peat used in kilning. 
Whisky enthusiasts claim they 
can detect the influence of kelp, 
ozone and sea spray on whiskies 
matured near the snore, and cold 
mountain locations are said to 
help produce particularly rich, 
clean whiskies. 

While many whisky drinkers 


remain conservatively loyal to 
some brand chosen originally, 
perhaps, for sentimental reasons, 
enthusiasts want to try everything 
at least once. Nowadays, though, 
even the most persistently inquis- 
itive toper must find it difficult to 
keep up with the release of newly 
uncovered rarities, special re- 
leases. limited editions, cask sam- 


ples, and vintage distillations. 

Recent curiosities, for example, 
have included a Glengoyne not 
just of a particular year, but of a 
particular day — Christmas Day 
1 967. Scottish distilleries used to 
work on Christmas Day. and in 
1967 Glengoyne made enough 
to fill 2.500 bottles. They went on 
sale this year at £85 


The Glen Mhor distillery in 
Inverness was knocked flat to 
accommodate a new B & Q store, 
but its 1975 vintage lives on. a 
taste of the past, at Oddbins, £33. 

Similarly the launching by the 
specialist bottlers. Goraon & 
MacPhaG, of an Inverieven from 
the Lowlands, hitherto one of 
hardest malts to find, coincided 
poignantly with the moth-balling 
of uie distillery (which is within 
Baliantine's plant at 
Dumbarton). 

This year malt whisky fanciers 
even gained a connoisseurs’ tast- 
ing glass designed specially for 
them by Georg Riedel, the Aus- 
trian crystal manufacturer who 
has previously busied himself 
designing special shapes and 
sizes to show off to greatest 
advantage each of the world's 


Detecting the 
influence of kelp, 
ozone and sea spray 


great wine styles. 

And now. logical conclusion, 
there are whisky aficionados 
experimenting with malt whisky 
partnerships with food. The 
keepers of the Quaich, most 
exclusive of whisky dubs, have 
approved 1 0-year-old Aberiour, 
for example, with quail terrine: 
Springbank 1 979 with roast loin 
of venison; Bowmore from Islay 
with lamb in madeira sauce; ana 
1 8 -year-old Macallan (purists 
prepare to reel) with bitter choc- 
olate flummery and mordlo 
cherries. 

Others maintain the advan- 
tages of peaty Lagavulin poured 
over vanilla ice cream. Strathmiil 
as a substitute sweet-and-sour 
sauce with chillies, or a tot of 
Tullibardine with the Christmas 
pudding. 

And at the end of the meaL if 
you follow a sip or two of coffee 
while your mouth is still warm 
with a dram of whichever malt is 
dosest to hand, you will find that 
it goes over just like velvet 


Can you tell the peaches from the peat? 


Test your knowledge and then your nose, 
taste wonderful whiskies in Scotland 


and become Britain’s 1 993 malt whisky buff 



Not just a cure for a cold: test your nose and your palate in the warmth of the Christmas spirit 


r he search is on for The 
Times Aberiour Malt 
Whisky Buff 1993. The 
competition, now an an- 
ual event launches the quest for 
new mall champion. 

Single malt lovers throughout 
ie UK will be given an opportu- 
iiy to knock the reigning cham- 
on, Mark Woolven. from his 
i rone — no mean task as he has 
on the competition for two 
aris running. He is still to 
nbark on his trip of a lifetime to 
ustraiia to compete in the 
berlour Ashes, a nose to nose, 
date to palate competition with 
e Australian master of malt 
The quietly spoken accountant 
am Wiltshire has a nose to be 
mid of. He has beaten the best 
British, architects from Somer- 
t, dentists from Middlesex and 
Limalists from London. He has 
■en beaten numerous Scots who 
□n places in the final, induding 
retired doctor from Edinburgh 
id two guest house owners from 
inff. 

According to the champion 
mself. he nas always had a well- 
iveloped sense of smell — even 
a chfld he tested everything! 
ven to him to eat by its smell 
■sl Curiously though, he did 
>t discover the joys of single 
alt whiskys until 1 985 when he 
id tried them as a suggested 
ire for a bout of flu. Having 
covered from his illness, he 
alised that they were far too 
jod to be drunk for medicinal 
upases only. 

So Aberiour Single Malt and 
ip Times are throwing down 
launtleL If you enjoy your 
Je malts and know your 
vs from your Speysides and 
r Lowlands from your Hieh- 
ls then follow your nose to the 
rt of Speyside this spring and 
3 me The Times Aberiour 
13 Malt Buff- 


If you can nose the difference 
between peaches and disinfec- 
tant, or peat and almonds, you 
could be winging your way to 
sample a few wee drams in the 
connoisseurs dreamland of 
Speyside in Scotland. 

For the third year running. 
Aberiour Single Malt. with The 
Times are looking for Britain's 
top malt whisky buff. The hun- 
dred mast correct entries to the 
questions below will receive a 
tasting kit. the best six sets of 
tasting notes w ill enjoy a luxuri- 
ous weekend in Aberiour and the 
overall winner will spend a 
weekend in the European 
destination of their choice. 


QUESTIONS 


to mature before it can?egal1y be 
called “whisky”? 

a. 10 years 

b. I year 

c. 3 years 

2. Which area boasts over half of 
Scotland's distilleries? 

a. Speyside 

b. Skye 

c. Lowlands 

3. Who wrote “Whisky Galore"? 

a. Compton Mackenzie 

b. Robbie Bums 

c. Robert Louts Stevenson 

4. Which of the following malts 
could be described as 
“Orcadian"? 

a. Highland Park 

b. Talisker 

c. Glen Ord 

5. How hi§h above sea level is rhe 
Dalwhinme distillery? 

a. 843 ft 

b. 1.339 ft 

c. 1,073 ft 


6. What unique distillery feature 
determines the character of 
Linkwood? 

a. Pink stills 

b. Spiders webs 

c. Sheep in the stillroom 

7. 1 n what year was the 
Auchrotsk (Singleton) distillery 
built? 

a. 1859 

b. 1974 

c. 1904 

8. What was the name of the 
record mouse-catching cat at the 
Glenrurret distillery? 

a. Tiddles 

b. Towser 

c. Tom 

9. Which distillery boasted Scot- 
land's only female distiller? 

a. Lady bum 

b. Lapbroaig 

c. St Magdalene 

10. Which is the only malt 
whisky ever to win the Inter- 
national Wine & Spirit Com- 
petition and Poi SnJ) Trophy 
twice? 

a. Aberiour 

b. Macallan 

c. Springbank 

1 1 . Which distillery is overlooked 
by a Colosseum? 

a. Old Pulteney 

b. Glenrurret 

c. Oban 

1 2. What sport could you play at 
Glenkinchie distillery? 

a. Bowls 

b. Petanque 

C Tossing the caber 

13. Which disrilieiy is on the 
Forih-Clyde canal? 

a. St Mafldalene 


b. Rosebank 

c. Port Ellen 

14. What is a“bothie”? 

a. A dram of raw spirit 

b. An illegal still 

c. A distillery manager 

15. To what tea does Michael 
Jackson compare Islay malt 
whiskies? 

a. Lapsang Souchong 

b. Assam 

c. Earl Grey 

16. Which distillery reuses its 
heat to grow flowers and veg- 
etables in its greenhouse? 

a. Tomatin 

b. Glen Garioch 

c. Rosebank 

1 7. Apart from Glenfiddich. 
which distillery bottles its malt on 
site? 

a. Glenslassaugh 

b. Bladfioch 

c. Springbank 

IS. Which distillery was not 
damaged in the war? 

a. Banff 

b. Scapa 

c. Auchentoshan 

1 9. Ai what strength is Talisker 
normally marketed? 

a. 45. S percent 

b. 40 per cent 

c. 63.2 percent 

20. What is the “secret ingredi- 
ent" of Aberiour? 

a. Haggis being added to the 
mash 

b. The ritual blessing of the water 

c. Bagpipes being played in the 
warehouse 

21. Which distillery is not in 
Scotland? 

a. Dallas Dhu 

b. M idle ton 

c. Auchentoshan 

22. Which distillery' was also 
known as Leduis? 


a. Tobermory 

b. Laphroaig 

c. Lagavulin 

23. Why is the Lochnagar distill- 
ery “Royal”? 

a. Bonnie Prince Charlie hid 
there 

b. It is next door to Balmoral 

c. It is owned by Queen Beatrix of 
the Netherlands 

24. Which is Scotland’s 
northernmost mainland 
distillery? 

a. Highland Park 

b. Ben Nevis 

c. Old Pulteney 

25 . Which Speyside town has five 
distilleries? 

a. Dufftown 

b. Keith 

c. Rothes 

26. Which distillery produces 
Ireland’s only single malt? 

a. Tullamore 

b. Bushmills 

c. Ardbeg 

27. Which country sells the most 
single malt? 

a. USA 

b. UK 

c. Italy 

28. Which Bourbon has just won 
the Gold Medal at the 1992 
International Wine & Spirit 
Competition? 

a. Jim Beam 

b. Wild Turkey 

c. Maker’s Marie 

29. Which entrepreneurial Soot 
was a founding father of Irish 
whiskey? 

a. John Jameson 

b. John Power 

c. Paddy Flaherty 

30. In which blended Scotch can 
a hint of Talisker be detected? 

a Bell’s 

b. Clan Campbell 

c. Johnnie Walker 



Some of the 
secrets revealed 



Serenading the whisky: Aberlour’s master distiller 


A beriour is a single 
Highland Malt 
Scotch Whisky from 
the heart of the classic 
tide area made in the 
_ of the same name. 

Iff common with other malt 
whiskies of Scotland, Aberiour 
is made from malted barley 
which is gently dried over fires 
of Aberdeenshire peat Its wat- 
er source is derived from the 
soft rain.of the Atlantic filtered 
through granite to absorb nu- 
ances from the peat and 
headier. The cool, damp di- 
mate then allows a slow, even 
maturation. 

Aberiour is bottled after ten 


years in a mixture of sher 
and bourbon oak casks, whic 
gives a delicate balance be- 
tween richness and lightness 
on the palate. Another factor in 
the maturation of the whisky is 
Kenny Fraser. Aberlour’s Mas- 
ter Distiller, who serenades the 
casks each night in the ware- 
house with the sound of his 
bagpipes. 

The flavour of the whisky is 
also said to be effected the 
shape of the potstflL Whenever 
the giant “kettles” have to be 
replaced, distillers carefully 
add the exact same pattern of 
bumps and dents to the flask so 
as not to distort the flavour. 



Recreated: the bumps and dents on the potstill 



Siphoning off: for testing and tasting the whisky 


The tasting kit to be sent to the top hundred correct entries 


HOW TO ENTER 


To enter simply answer the 
30 questions below. AH en- 
trants will receive an Aberiour 
miniature and a £2 off next 
purchase of Aberiour. redeem- 
able at any retail store. 

The first 100 correct (or 
nearest correct) entrants go 
through to the second round. 
We win send each of these top 
100 a blind tasting kit of six 
whiskies. 

Entrants are then asked to 
critically analyse and appre- 
ciate the contents of each of the 
six whiskies marked A to F. 

The six competitors dosest to 
the correct solutions will move 
into third and final round. 
They wfll fly with their part- 
ners to Aberiour on Speyside to 
enjoy a weekend of nosing, 
tasting and spitting at the 
distillery and die CraigeUadiie 
HoteL 

This final round comprises 
several tasting exercises incor- 
porating various areas of 
production, processing and 
ageing. This will take place 
over the weekend of April • 
17/18, 1993. 

Aberiour. situated on the 
banks of the River Spey, and 
tucked into a steep lime valley, 
is in the very heart of Scot- 
land's finest malt producing 
region. It is a dis tillin g village 


which produces the only single 
malt to have won die Inter- 
national Wine and Spirit Gold 
Medal twice. 

The most successful ap- 
plicants will be awarded the 
title “77ie Times Aberiour Malt 
Whisky Buff 1993” and will 
win a weekend for two to a 
European destination of their 
choice. 

Please send your multiple 
choice answers on a postcard 
to The Aberiour Distillery, 
Aberiour, Banffshire, Scot- 
land, AB3 9PG. Answers 
should arrive at the distillery 
no later than Monday January 
18.1993. 


RULES 


The competition is open to ail 
residents of the United King- 
dom who are aged 18 and 
over. Employees of Times 
Newspapers Ltd and its 
subsidiary companies, and 
their families, Campbell 
Distillers Ud and itsassodated 
companies, and their families, 
are not eligible- There is no 
cash alternative. The judges’* 
decision is final. . Standard 
Times Newspapers Ltd com- 
petition rules apply and are 
available on request ■ 
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FOOD AND DRINK 


Boxing clever with leftovers 


Frances Bissell, the 
Times cook. 


DJANA LEAO0ETTER 



stretches the 
Christmas feasting 

THE French often 
refer to Vart d’acc- 
ommoder les restes. 
In Britain, 1 am not 
sure that we have 
ever regarded using 
up leftovers as an 
art, more a way of 
feeding the family on odds and 
ends after feast days. But turkey 
sandwiches, turkey rissoles, and 
turkey and chips begin to pall after 
a few days. Here are some ideas for 
dressing cooked leftovers in an 
appetising enough guise to set 
before the most discerning palate. 
Some will lend themselves to 
larger-scale entertaining and the 
recipe quantities can be doubled, or 
more, if you have copious leftovers. 

For those who have uncooked 
turkey portions left over, or other 
poultry or game; I have included a 
recipe for game sausage, if you 
have access to a butcher who makes 
his or her own sausages and who 
might be'wiliing to let you have a 
few feet of sausage casing. If you do 
not, make it in a terrine. 

Fruity, sharp accompaniments 
go well with cooked meat, from 
cranberries to pickled cabbage. The 
former go well with turkey, while 
the richer duck and goose are well- 
matched with pickled cabbage, or 
even better, with sauerkraut 1 
usually keep a jar or vacuum pack 
of sauerkraut in the store cupboard, 
as it makes such excellent instant 
meals with a grilled pork chop, 
smoked pork loin or sausages and 
boiled potatoes. It is not expensive 
and is available in most super- 
markets and delicatessens. 

Cooked meat from dark game, 
such as venison, hare or wild duck, 
will mix with leftover gravy or rich 
stock, some fried mushrooms and a 
flavouring of herbs and spices, to 
make a good sauce for pasta. We 
had goose for Christmas last year, 
and with the leftovers 1 made a 
goose lasagna, but with a slight 
difference. One of our guests is on a 
gluten-free diet so, instead of sheets 
of wheat lasagna, I sliced thinly 
peded oderiac root and blanched 
die slices before layering diem with 
the rich goose sauce. It was an 
excellent combination of flavours 
and certainly looked like a lasagna. 
Large slices of cderiac will sub- 
stitute for crepes or cannelloni. I fill 
them with a mixture of chopped, 
cooked hare and plenty of sauce, 
topped with a grating of cheese, 
and bake them. 

Christmas pudding sliced, fried 
in butter, dusted with icing sugar, 
and served with icecream or 
brandy butter is the easiest way of 
using it up afterwards. But there 
are other ways of serving it the 
second time around, which dis- 
guises it even more successfully, if it 
is disguise you are after. 

The. first redpes suggest buffets 
and food to serve with aperitifs or 
elevenses. As a change from spark- 
ling wines and champagne I like 
sherry. Among my favourites are 
Barbadillo's tight and fragrant 
Manzanilla and the older Man- 
zanillo Pasada. from Sanlucar, 



Valdespino’s Ftno lnocente and 
Lustau*s Ahnancenista Oloroso 
Viejo from the Viuda Borrega’s 
bodega in Jerez. I would stay with 
sherry for the pudding and serve a 
Pedro Ximenez or a Dark Cream. 

Turfccy popovers 

(makes 12-18) 

- 2 ggjg 


\Ibfl IQg flour 


frpt/ 280 ml ruffle 


2 oz/ 60 b turkey dripping or butter 
hlb/230g diced, cooked autey meat 
Mb/llOg diced, cooked stuffing 
cranberry sauce made from whole 
cranberries (optional} 


Make a smooth batter with the 
eggs, flour and milk. Grease deep 
twin tins with turkey dripping, if 
you have any, otherwise with 
butler, and place a little in each 
hollow. Put in a hot oven at 200C/ 
400 F, gas marie 6, for five minutes. 
Stir the turioey and stuffing into the 
batter. When the tm is very hot, 
spoon in die batter to about two- 
thirds full and return to the oven. 
Bake until puffed up and deep, 
golden brown, which will take 15- 
20 minutes. Remove from the oven 
and serve with a tittle cranberry 
sauce in the middle of each pop- 
over. Good as snacks, elevenses or 
canapes with drinks, two or three 
popovers, served on a plate with a 
small, dressed salad makes a good 
starter, as does the next recipe. 


Cranberry gazed tafcty tartlets 

• (makes 12 - 18 ) ! 

: Mb/230g shortemst pastry ! 

klb/1 IQg turkey stuffing I 

**lb/230g cooked diced, or shredded > 

turkey 

3oz/85g toasted pinernns, or chopped 
walnuts ■ 

2cn/60g sultanas, chopped j 

pinch of cinnamon and ground doves 

Itspsugar I 

2-4tbsp turkey gravy, or stock 1 

! 3tbsp cranberry jeDy for glazing 

. Line the tart tins with pastry, prick 
the base and bake blind for ten 
j minutes at 1 8OC/350F, gas mark 
' 4. Remove from oven, ana allow to 
i cool dightfy. Crumble the stuffing 
and place in the base of each tart 
j Mix turkey with the other ingredi- 
' ents and spoon into the tarts, 
i Smooth surface. Put the cranberry 
jeDy in a saucepan with a table-, 
j spoon of water, and cook until the 
, jelly has melted- Brush liberally 

■ over the turkey, and bake for 10-15 

■ minutes more at the temperature. 

• Remove from oven, let cool and re- 
\ glaze with rest of the jelly. Allow to 
I set before serving. 

Goose and sanerkrant salad 


1 tbsp grated horseradish, horseradish 
cream, or rather less mustard 
3oz/85g chopped walnuts 
1 red skinned apple, cored and diced or 

coarsely grated 

1 or 2 stalks from a celery heart diced 

1 tbsp chopped, fresh diH or 

1 tsp dried dffl weed 

sliced, cooked goose, including fiver and 
heart, if available 

Mix all ingredients, except meat 
Place sauerkraut on plates and 
arrange dices of meat on top. Crisp, 
fried goose skin provides additional 
texture. Sauerkraut can be replaced 
with shredded Chinese leaves, 
dressed with ingredients listed. 
Game sausage 

(serves 8- IQ) 

2 pheasant legs and thighs 

2 rabbit hindquarters 
chicken thighs 

and drumsticks, or turkey thighs or 
drumsticks 


2 wild duck legs 


Vlb/230g chicken liven; 
frlb/230g belly pork 


(serves 4-6) 


1 Jlb/455g drained sauerkraut, rinsed, if 
! you prefer 


pi/70: ml walnut oD 


1 tbsp dder vinegar 


2 shallots or 1 onion, peeled and finely 
chopped 

2 free-range egg yefla 

libsp fresh herbs, finely chopped 
2oa/60g fresh breadcrumbs 


seasoning 


sausage casing and game stock for 
poaching 

Remove all the meat from the 
bones, using these for stock. Pick 


out some neater pieces of meat to 
dice small. Put these, about 4o zl 
1 lOg in all, to one side with two 
chicken livers, trimmed and diced. 
Chop the belly pork and fry until 
the tat runs. Add to the pan the 
remaining chicken livers and 
undiced meat and cook through. 
Remove from the heat and allow to 
cool slightly. Putin a food processor 
with the shallots or onion, egg 
yolks, herbs and breadcrumbs, 
together with a tittle seasoning. 
Blend until smooth. Mix with the 
diced meat and chicken livers. 
Spoon or pipe life mixture into 
sausage casings, tying and cutting 
at regular intervals. Poach the 
sausages gently in game stock, for 
12-1 5 minutes. Remove, and put to 
one side to oooL Serve on individ- 
ual plates with salad leaves and 
relish or fruit jelly. 

Alternatively, line a loaf tin with 
thin, rindless slices of un -smoked 
bacon, pack in the mixture, top 
with a bay leaf, and cook in the 
oven in a bain marie for 20-25 
minutes. Remove, let cool, weight 
down and serve in slices. If you can 
get caul fat, the mixture can also be 
used to make game faggots. While 
this recipe is best made with a 
mixture of meat, a single meat, 
such as turkey, can be used. In this 
caes. I would add a little extra in the 
way of texture with some unsalted 
pistachios or walnuts and flavour 
with extra spices and herbs. 


Christmas podding sarprise 

(serves 6) 

6 x ^ in /lem slices of Christinas 

pudding, cut to fit the base of an 
individual ramekin 

ium. brandy, or other liqueur 
1 Ib/455g best quality vanilla ice-cream 

2 free-range egg whites 

3oz/85g caster sugar 

Place the pieces of pudding in the 
base of ramekins. Moisten with 
spirit or liqueur. Spoon in the ice- 
cream, leaving ^in/0.5cm at the 
top. Flatten the surface, and freeze 
the ramekins until the ice-cream is 
hard. Whisk the egg whites to firm 
peaks with half the sugar, fold in 
the rest of the sugar, and whisk 
until fully incorporated. Remove 
the ramekins from the freezer, place 
on a baking tray, and top each with 
a heap of meringue, which should 
meet die edge of the ramekin. Bake 
for 8-10 minutes in the middle of 
the oven, preheated to 1 80C/350F, 
gas mark 4. Serve immediately. 

Christmas pudding traffics 

These are very easy to make. Take a 
tablespoon of leftover pudding, 
place it on a square of ding film, 
draw tiie edges to the centre and 
twist tightly until the pudding 
forms a round ball To avoid 
crumbling. add a tittle extra spirit 
or liqueur. Finish the truffles by 
rolling in cocoa, idng sugar, caster 
sugar or melted chocolate. 


Flowers 
bloom over 
the river 

Covent Garden is 


busy in Nine Elms 

E liza Doolittle has gone from 
the church porch with her 
Sowers, never to return; ana 
where the potato porters once 
struggled through the old, crowded 
Covent Garden market the pizza 
now reigns. But Covent Garden 
market roll lives, away on the other 
bank of the river, glimpsed from 
the railway viaduct as the train 
comes into Victoria. 

It is still a public market, and 
anyone can walk into its vast sheds 
for nothing. The flower market is 
about five minutes' walk along the 
Wandsworth Road from VauxhaD 
Tube station; the fruit and vegeta- 
ble market another five minutes on. 
Life begins early there. The 





traders are laying out their colour- 
ful and fragrant boxes between two 
and three in the morning, and soon 
after that the florists and greengro- 
cers of greater London start arriv- 
ing in their vans to buy the day's 
produce. Covent Garden is over- 
whelmingly a wholesale market. 
But there is a place for the curious 
visitor, or small private buyer, and 
the best time to go is at about seven 
in the morning. The place is still 
bustling, the traders are still at their 
stalls, but they will have a bit more 
time for someone who just wants a 
box of satsumas or cut roses. 

The flower market is an enchant- 
ing place. It is like a great oriental 
tent, with many of the flowers 
spread out on the floor. Heavy, 
padded doors that open when you 
stand in front of them keep the 
place at an even temperature of 1 1- 
13C for the blooms, and the old 
Covent Garden bell hangs above 
the dock in the middle. 

There are roses and carnations 
all the year round. At present there 
are plenty of dirysanthemums and 

poinsettias- 

In the vegetable market, an 
amazing array of delectable edibles 
is heaped up on either side of the 
two long walkways that constitute 
this part of the market strawberries 
from Verona and Western Austra- 
lia, plums from California, lemons 
in many-coloured tissue paper from 
Turkey. You can get a 201b box of 
Spanish demen tines for £6, two 
dozen Brittany artichokes for El 8. 

This is a great professional 
market now, one that would have 
burst the seams of the old squares 
by the Opera House; But It is still a 
place of spirit and charm — and 
well worth driving to on the empty 
roads of dawn. 

Derwent May 


• PARTY WHITES 
Selection Blanc, Georges 
Duboeuf. Marks & Spencer 
£2.99 

Invigorating crisp, zesty 
French fruit makes tire king of 
Beaujolais party white, with its 
pretty flower libel a wine to 
remember and an M&S 
triumph. 

Randall Bridge, Penfolds, 

The Victoria Wine Company 
£2.99 

The high street’s top cheap 
Australian white makes a finst- 
dass party wine with its deep, 
buttery, spicy semilion fruit. 
Patriots may prefer to usher in 
the New Year with the light, 
floral, ritmssy WiDow Court, a 
£2.99 English wine, going up 
to £3.59 on Januaiy 4. 

1 992 Namaqua 
Colombard, Odd bins £2.99 
The Cape’s light, zesty, floral 
aperitif white from the 
Vredendal co-operative deliv- 
ers the flavour and style of 
wines at twice the price. The 
1991 Castillo de Olite, Navar- 
ra white from Spain (£2.99) is 
an elegant smoky, appley- 
lemony alternative. 

Safeway Semillon, New 
South Wales, £2.65 until 
Januaiy 2, then £ 2.85 
Splendid, soft spicy lemon- 
curd flavours make this 
another top Australian party 
white. 

• PARTY REDS 
Selection Rouge. Georges 
Duboeuf. Marks & Spencer 
£2.99 

Pretty label and appealing 
plummy, fruity style make this 
a top French party red. 
Safeway Californian Red, 
Safewqy£2.SS 

Brilliant purple red and soft 
plum and cherry-scented Cali- 
fornia fruit put this all-Ameri- 
can red ahead of the pack. 
Lcziria.Almerim. 

Portugal, Victoria Wine 
£ 1.99 , Gateway £1-99 
until January 4, then £225, 
Oddbins £229 
Astonishingly' good, ridicu- 
lously cheap Portuguese red is 
the best cut-price party wine of 
the season. 


Bubble and cheap 

Jane MacQuitty raises a glass to the new year season 
with the best buys for party-givers and their guests 



Make the party go with a fizz there are still bargains to be had in sparkling wines 


Ryans Creek. Hill-Snath, 
Victoria Wine £2.99 
Randall Bridge’s partner is 
the juicy-spicy blackcurranty 
fruit of tiiis Australian red. 

• PARTY FIZZ 
Bucks Fizz, Sainsburys 
£ 1.99 , buy two save 50p until 
January 3 

Snobs will hate the fizzy, 
slightly tinny, orange flavours 
of this useful parly wine. The 

rest of us will be grateful for its 

popularity and kw price. On 
sale everywhere, Sainsbur/s 
blend is better than most 
Serve very well chilled. 
Masaao Piemonte, Tbsco 
£129, Sainsburys £129 
little to choose between Tesoo 
and Sainsburys cheap, juicy, 
grapey, softly sweet fez that is 
good with parties and 
puddings. 


GJ 7 . Cavalier Brut, 

Safeway £329. M ajestic 
Wine Warehouses £3.79, 
Oddbins £3.99 
Like or* loathe it, fight, dean, 
appley. 1 almondy Cavalier is 
still the best and cheapest dry 
French party sparkler avail- 
able. Hangover-free, Cavalier 
acquires extra dass served 
with fresh orange juice to 
make buds fizz, or Guinness 
to make black velvet. 

Lonsdale Ridge. 

Bibendum. 1 13 Regents Park 
Road, London NW1 , 

£3.99 

Christmas 1992*5 best party 
sparkler, reduced from £4.98 
to £3.99 for the festivities and 
even down £1 on last year’s 
price, is this sell-out Austra- 
lian. Fresh stocks of this warm, 
buttery, lemon and pineapple 
layered fizz are in now. 


• SUPERIOR PARTY FIZZ 
Killawaim Brut , Davisons 
£426 in cases, £4.99 a bottle 
Heaps better than the Angas 
Brut alternative, KUlawarra’s 
exotic, dtrussy, lime, peach 
and lemon dominated fruit 
has wide parly appeal. The 
ros£ is pleasant and vaguely 
strawberry redolent 
Angas Brut. Oddbins 
£4. 71 if you buy seven bottles, 
otherwise £ 5.49 . Majestic 
£4.94 unsplit cases , £5.49 a 
bottle, Waitmse £5.45 
Average Australian fizz with 
some sunny, biscurty fruit that 
is too expensive at £5.99 but 
starts to look more Kke it at 
£4.71. The ro$6 version is just 
about OK too at this price. 

Le Baron de Beaumont 
ChardonnayBrut, Waitmse 
£5.45 

For fine fizz around a fiver, the 


Baron, with its elegant, fresh, 
pineapple-like frun, has no 
competitors. 

• CHAMPAGNE 
Paul d'Hurville, Victoria 
Wine £9.99 

This winter's best cheap party 
champagne, if such a luxuri- 
ous notion exists, despite its £1 
price increase, is still Victoria 
Wine’s wondrous, fresh, waxy- 
Inscufty, non-vintage, blade 
grape-dominated bubbly. 
Sainsburys Extra Dry 
Champagne, Duval Leroy. 
Sainsburys £9.99 until 
January 3 

Sti U the top cheap supermar- 
ket bubbly, with deep, rich, 
flowery fiirit: One of Duval 
Leroy’s best blends yet 
Laurent Perrier, 

Bibendum £1420 until 
January 4. cases only , 
Majestic Wine £1426 unsplit 
cases, otherwise £1 7.65, 
Oddbins £15.J 6 if you buy 
seven bottles', otherwise 
£17.69. 

Best value grandes marques 
champagne around. Lovely 
ftitity-a^ey style with real 
dass and finesse. 

• LOW/NO ALCOHOL 
Laxton Low Alcohol 
Chardonnay, Medea Valley, 
Safeway £229 until 
January 2, then £229 

For those who know thai some 
of their guests will have to 
drive home on New Year’s eve, 
it is as well to lay in a few low- 
alcohol supplies, besides fruit 
juice and water. This 1.2% 
alcohol wine is not great but it 
is the best of its kind. 

Laxton De-alcoholised 
Sparkling Brut, Medea 
Valiev , Safeway £3.49 
The say version of the Austra- 
lian wine above has even less 
alcohol. 0.5%, and its agree- 
able lemony-peachy, off-diy 
style works wdL 
Giacobaza Lambrusco 
Light, Waitrose £1.69 
The rock-bottom priced, 3% 
alcohol lightly petulant white 
has better than most sweet, 
grapey, barley-sugar flavours. 
Ana the red is OK. 


Give plaque 
f the brush off 
with Braun. 
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Unique oscillating head 
for effective daily plaque removal 



BRflun GMSD Plaque Remover 

The plaque remover 
most recommended by dentists. 



Available from most Roots stores 
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AT YOUR SERVICE 


Disco church 
swings into 
its devotions 

Ruth GMhill joins the worshippers who 
let their hair down amid music and dance 


MAHTWBEPDALL 


Musama Disco Christo Church, the Methodist Church, Mostyn 
Road, Brixton. south London. UK office: 40 Braflsfoid Road. 
London SW2 2TE (081-674 3999) 

PASTOR; RevJerisdan Hartnah Jehu-Appiah 
S ERMON: fiery, with useful pastoral advice*** 
ARCHITECTURE: Grim, but better than most of die 
surrounding buildings* 

MUSiC Exotic and tuneful*** 

LITURGY: Unusual but easy for a visitor to follow. Just say 
“amen" after every alleluia** 

AFTER SERVICE CARE: Tea and coffee after the service. 
Excellent counselling available *** 

* stars are awarded up to a maximum or five 



Hot-go spelling: Pastor Jeri Jehu-Appiah preaches with a verve West End performers might envy 




£ 


TO AN African- 

style drum beat and 
shaking tambou- 

rines and akassas. 

| ) or raiding gourds. 

1 r ' ' / J London’s black 

-J 1 Ghanaian Pentecos- 

tal Christian com- 
munity dances each Sunday away 
in firixron. Like so many small, 
inner-city churches, the Musama 
Disco Christo Church is a triumph 
of hope against adversity. The 
unremarkable red brick, modem 
building, borrowed each week 
from its Methodist owners, stands 
(ike some strange missionary out- 
post amid dismal housing estates. 

The church itself reverses the 
historical British view of white 
missionaries attempting to convert 
the dark continent to Christianity. 
Here we have a black African 
church offering Christian witness 
amid secular English atheism of 
the most despairing kind. 

It is one of the thriving black-led 
Pentecostal churches which are 
growing as fast as other churches 
decline. With their lively Christian 
witness in the bleak urban land- 
scape, churches like this provide 
spiritual homes for the hundreds of 
black people who feel discriminat- 
ed against in the predominantly 
white mainstream churches. 

The word “discotheque” was in 
use in Britain as long ago as 1 95 1, 
according to the Oxford English 
Dictionary, which defines it as a 
club, etc, where recorded music is 


played for dancing. But the use of 
the word “disco" by the Musama 
Disco Christo Church pre-dares 
this by 30 years. It was founded in 
Ghana in 1919 by Pastor Jerisdan 
Jehu-Appiah’s grandfather. Jemis- 
imiham, and has grown into one of 
the largest indigenous West Afri- 
can pentecostal churches, with 
more than 1 00,000 members. 

Pastor Jeri. as he is called, came 
to Britain in 1979 to minister to the 
immigrant pentecostal Ghanaian 
community. “It is called the Disco 
Church, but that has nothing to do 
with discos as we understand them 
today” he says. “The full name and 
its translation was given try charis- 
matic inspiration to the founder.” 
Disco in this context means The 
Army of the Cross of Christ The 
initials MDCC are engraved on the 
altar cross in the church. 

Nevertheless, it is a place where 
disco lovers can let their hair down 
in an atmosphere of dance, music 
and devout prayer. Like most pent- 
ecostalists and charismatics, mem- 
bers of the Musama Disco Christo 
Church receive the “gifts of the 
spirit", or charisms, listed by St 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 1 2-14. These 
indude the gifts of healing, prophe- 
cy. wisdom, faith, speaking in 
tongues and interpretation. 

The liturgy at first seemed un- 
structured, interspersed with im- 
promptu “alleluia, amens", but it 
emerged that the service followed a 
series of prayers Pastor Jeri had 
written. From the hymn book. 


Songs of Inspiration* largely wit- 
ten by him, we sang African and 
modem gospel sings, augmented 
by spine-tingling African harmo- 
nies from the congregation. 

The pastor's work has a growing 
following, and is occasionally per- 
formed publicly by children and 
the younger church members in his 
blade choir. Voices of Inspiration. 

Pastor Jeri works in his spare 
time as a chaplain and pastoral 
counsellor at the Maudsley Hospi- 
tal in Denmark HOI south 
London. He leads regular healing 
services, group meetings and Bible 
studies at his home, which attract 
many people from the wider com- 
munity, phis members of the 120- 
strong church. His job-search 
group has temporarily put itself out 
of work by finding jobs for all its 
members. Ghanaians and Afro- 
Caribbeans travel to Brixton from 
throughout greater London for 
these groups and the two-and-a- 
half hour Sunday service, which 
seemed to pass in a few minutes 
when we were there. This was in 
spite of a sermon which lasted half 
an hour and announcements 
which extended it even further. 

The pastor believes there is an art 
to preaching, and watching him 
was better than seeing some West 
End performers. Crescendos and 
diminuendos, shouting, pointing 
and dramatic gesticulations accom- 
panied his Bible-based commen- 
taries. He uses a microphone, but 
does not really need it Sometimes 



Wide-eyed; a young Disco boy 

he brings in a drama group to act 
out tiie sermon for him, other times 
he will act it out himself. Unlike 
many preachers, he is not afraid to 
address the issue of the devil and 
the nature of evil. “One day,” he 
says. “I was talking to a man who 
asked: 'Can I be a devO? I 
‘No, you cant Everyone has evQ 
tendencies in them but 1 don't 
think that means you become a 
devil, because Satan is an entity In 
himself.’ I said: ‘Why do you ask?* 
He replied: ‘Sometimes I feel so 


angry that I find only evil going on 
in my head. That’s when I feel that 
maybe I have turned intoa devfl.’ 

“Don't we sometimes feel so 
much anger in us, so much hatred 
in us, that all the good disappears?" 
Pastor Jeri asked. “This might not 
be caused by the Devfl, but by life's 
circumstances: poverty, troubles 
and hardship. Difficulties will 
come, hardships will come. But in 
all this we need to remember, these 
troubles mil not finish us." 

To his left sat his wife, Cynthia, 
who leads the church prayer group, 
and to his right the church elder, a 
layman. All three wore vivid white 
cassocks, reflecting light on to the 
white lace headscarves of women in 
die congregation. Women have 
risen to be among the most senior 
evangelists in the organisaton. 
None in England celebrates Holy 
Communion, but the church is not; 
in any case, particularly sacramen- 
tal- The eucharist services are 
reserved for Christian festivals and 
holidays. 

At the end of services, personal 
testimony and prayers are invited 
from the congregation. Anyone 
who believes pentecostal Christian- 
ity to be facile, or to offer easy ans- 
wers. needs only hear the 
testimonies to have such prejudice 
confounded. 

• Sunday services. 3-SJOpm, at 
Mostyn Road. Group meetings. Toes 
and Wed; healing service. Tnurs eve- 
nings: Bible study, Fri evening —allot 
Brmlsfbrd Road. 
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PERFECT WEEKEND 


. . HELENA BONHAM-CARTER 
Actor 

Where would you go? 

To Italy. I love the people, the 
.donate, die language, the food 
and the light, and I always feel 
happy there. 

How would you get there? 

On the Orient Express. Alterna- 
tively. I would like to be faxed 
there, which would be immedi- 
ate and, I hope, painless! 

Wherewotdd you stay? 

In the beautiful house my great- 
grandmother bought after the 
second world war and which the 
whole family now shares. Up in 
the hills overlooking Florence, it 
is a sort of Howard's End. 

Going there instils, in me a 
profound sense of contentment 
and well-being. 

Who would be your perfect 
compactions? 

My three friend* Debbie, Allie 
and Martha. We always have a 
ball 

What essential piece of 
clothing or kit would yon. take? 

My glasses, so that I could slob 
. around and not bother with my 
contact lenses. 

Whatwould you have (neat? 

As well as lots of different cheeses 
and ice cream. I'd eat gnocchi, 
bread and miles ' of pasta with 
doDops of pesto. 

Whatwould you have to 
drink? 

Champagne and any local red 
wine. • 

Which books would you take 
to read? 

Since I'm doing Trelamy of the 
Wells. I’d take The Invisible 
Woman by Claire Tomalin. A 
biography of Dickens’s mistress, 

Nelly Tertian. The book gives a 
glimpse into the world of a 1 9th- 
century actress. I’d also take a 
dictionary for communication 
purposes. 

What music would you listen 
to? 

Some Puccini as I am in Italy 
and some oldies by Cole Porter. 

Would you play any games 
or sport? 

I’d swim. 

What hnnry would you take? 

A hot water bottle. 1 know it 
sounds geriatric and feeble, but I 
like having one around. 

What three things would 
you leave behind? 

My watch — losing an aware- 
ness of time creates a sense of 
holiday, my scales; and any sense 
of obligation to do anything. 


What piece of art would you 
like to have there? 

I wouldn’t bother transporting 
anything as there is an abun- 
dance of art in Florence anyway. 
Who would be your least 
welcome guest? 

A critic — I’m allergic to them. 

What three things would 
you most like to do? 

1 . Go dancing or put some 
music on and have a mad dance 
in the house. 2. Visit the grave of 
my great-grandmother’s second 
husband. She had him buried 
on a hillside. My brother visited 
it recently and the headstone had 
been stolen and replaced by a 
Fiat car! 3. Go to Piazza Signona 
to tty to find Lucca, who was the 
carriage driver in A Room With 
A View and took me to George 
for the kiss. I’d like to see if he 
has had the ear job he said he'd 
have with the money he got from 
the film. 

To whom would you send a 
postcard? 

Mum, Dad. my veteran school 
friends and the film production 
company. Merchant Ivory, for 
old times’ sake. 

What souvenir would you 
bring home? 

Olive oil and fresh gnocchi for 
Mum and Dad, and lots of 
photos. 

What would you like to find 
when you got home? 

No mail or bills, and a job. 
Alternatively. I’d like a return 
ticket to fiorenoe. 

Interview by 
Rosanna Greenstreet 

• Helena Bomham-Cartcris appear- 
ing in Trelawny of the Wells or die 
Comedy Theatre 


T oday. The Times invites 
you to take advantage of 
our Transatlantic Privi- 
lege Pass offer. Readers 
can save up to £ l .932 by flying with 
Northwest Airlines to die United 
Stales of America before March 3 1 , 
1 993. Simply collect six tokens and 
enjoy the benefits of First Class and 
Executive Class travel. With our 
Privilege Pass your journey to the 
United States will be a relaxing 
experience to be savoured, whether 
it is for business or pleasure. 

Each year. more than 40 million 
passengers choose to fly with 


Go west with Northwest. 


Start the New Year in slyle 


by visiting America First Class 


Northwest Airlines — many of 
them on the airline's transatlantic 
flights. Northwest has always prid- 
ed itself on the innovative style of 
service it offers customers. 

Recently Northwest unveiled an 
extensive selection of additional 
services for passengers flying either 
First or Executive Class from 


London (Gatwick}. the Executive 
Portfolio. This is a selection of 
complimentary extras now being 
offered to the airline's transatlantic 
customers. 

Northwest has established a rep- 
utation for advancing the quality of 
Executive Class Service since it 
began operating our of Gatwick 1 2 
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Nose to nose: travelling across the Atlantic in style with Northwest Airlines 


years ago. Now, it is offering a 
series of options to make the trip to 
and from Gatwick. more relaxed 
and convenient 

Readers applying for the Trans- 
atlantic Privilege Pass will receive 
the following: 

• Buy a Northwest Executive Class 
Round Trip, and you will automati- 
cally be upgraded to fly First Class 
along with all the added benefits. 

• Buy a Full Fare Economy, you 
will automatically be upgraded to 
fly Executive Class on one leg of 
your journey. 

In addition, you wfl] also receive the 
Full Executive Class Portfolio privi- 
leges for the one way upgrade leg 
on departure or arrival this could 
be one of the following: 

• Free door-to-door limousine ser- 
vice (within 60 road miles of 
Gatwick) 

• Free chauffeured parking at 
Gatwick Airport if you drive your- 
self 

• Free car hire to and from 
Gatwick Airport 

• Freei overnight hotel acoommo- 
darion'at Gatwick. 

And. that's not afl. No matter 
whether you travel Executive Class 
or Full Fare Economy, readers of 
The Times applying for the pass 
will be immediately enrolled with 
Northwest Airlines' Free Travel 
Plan. World Perks. With this gener- 
ous programme, you can 
accummulate mileage towards free 
or discounted travel every time you 
fly with Northwest 

In addition. The Times Transat- 
lantic Privilege Pass entitles holders 
to priority baggage handling, 
along with access to the restful ease 
provided by Northwest Executive 
Lounges and check-in at the 
First/Executive Class Desk at 
Gatwick Airport 


Win a transatlantic trip 


S tarting today, and contin- 
uing nett week. The 
Times, in association 
with Northwest Airlines 
is offering readers the chance to 
win a trip to the United States and 
a pair of tickets to one of six 
American sporting events induct- 
ing the US Open Golf Champ- 
ionship, World Series Baseball 
and The Superbowl 
The wanner of today’s competi- 
tion and their partner will be 
flown from Gatwick Business 
Class, courtesy of Northwest Air- 
lines to Los Angeles Airport. On 
board you will be able to relax in 
comfort, enjoying the service of- 
fered to customers, including 
drinks, entertainment fine cui- 
sine and individual attention. 
You and your partner will be in 
sunny Southern California for the 
American extravaganza of the 
year, Supertnwl *93. which is 
being held in the Rose Bowl 
Pasadena. This prize package 
indudes three nights accommo- 
dation at the Waterfront Hilton at 
Huntingdon Beach, Two end 
zone Superbowl game tickets on 
Sunday 31 January, 1993 at 
Pasadena's Rose Bowl buffet 
dinner and cocktail party on the 
same evening, host service 
throughout, souvenir commemo- 
rative Superbawl Plaque and all 
transfers. 

TO ENTER 

Simply answer the three ques- 
tions below and send your an- 
swers on a postcard, with your 
name, address and daytime tele- 
phone number to: Day 1. The 
Times Northwest Sports Chall- 
enge, 5 Brittons Court, London 
EC88 1 NG. The winner will be 



Kelly underpressure: Washington Redskins v Buffalo Bills 

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 


selected at random from all 
correct entries received by Janu- 
ary 12. 1993. 

THE QUESTIONS 

1. Who won Superbowl '92? 

2. Name the two Los Angeles 
American Football Teams? 

3. Where was Supettwwl ’Q2 
held? 


Employees (and rheir relatives! of 
Times Newspapers Ltd. North- 
west Airlines or their agents are 
ineligible for entry. 

The Editor's decision is Final. No 
correspondence can he entered 
into. 

The Times competition rules 

apply and are available on 
request. 


NORTHWEST 

AIRLINES 

Some Pfopk fust Know 
HowTbFty.' 


1 NORTHWEST AIRLINES @lj 

! PRIVILEGE PASS 


TOKEN 


EXAMPLE FARES AT CURRENT PRICES 


Destination 

Normal One 
Way Business 
Fare and One 
Way Economy 

Privilege 

Card 

Cost 2 x 
Economy 

Net 

Saving 

Normal 
Return Price 
first Class 

Privilege 
Pass Cost 

Net 

Saving 

Boston 

£1,412 

£702 

E710 

0,870 

£2.122 

£1,748 

Los Angeles 

£1,923 

E940 

£983 

E4.358 

£2.906 

£1,452 

New York 

£1.412 

£702 

£710 

0,870 

£2,122 

£1.748 

Detroit 

£1.533 

E66S 

£865 

£4,314 

£2.398 

£1,9.16 

Chicago 

El, 642 

£698 

£944 

£4,518 

£2,586 

£1,932 


HOW TO APPLY 


T o take advantage of this 
offer, collect six tokens 
from those published every 
day in The Times , (the first 
appears today) until January 1, 
1993. Then simply send your six 
tokens with your name, address 
and daytime telephone number 
to: The Times T transatlantic Privi- 
lege Pass, P.O. Box 490, London, 
El 9DW and you will receive The 
Times Transatlantic Privilege 
Pass, the World Perks Member 
Card and the Executive Class 
Portfolio brochure. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


1- To facilitate booking “pass" 
holders have an exclusive North- 
west Privilege Pass Hotline. 

2. The Times Transatlantic Privi- 

lege Pass is valid from I January 
93 to 31 March 93. ^ 

3. Reservations may be made ;u 
any time prior to travel, but 
upgrades will be confirmed only 
after tickets have been issued. 

4. Upgrades from Economy Class 
to Executive Ciass will apply only 
to Full Fare tickets (Y! and Y2) 
Discounted and other promotion! 
af fares in Economy class will not 


qualify for thus offer. 

5. Multiple trips will he allowed 
wthin the valid dales of pass. 

0 . Times ! Newspapers can take no 
responsibility for any issue con- 
nected with, or arising from 
fights booked and rorres- 
** entered 

with Northwest direct 

Ltd cm not 

or rfimM 0 n ?T frtr l0St ’ 
fcSo JX PM- 

pw household, and 
only persons over l K are eligible. 


The Times Transatlantic Privilege Pass offe-s readers the chance to fly First Class for less money with Northwest Airlines 

Fly high, travel to the States in luxury 
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SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 1992 


PERSPECTIVES 


1 992 may have bee n a poor vintage for many people, but some enjoyed it. Julia Llewellyn Smith takes a head count 



Jason Orange, Linford Christie, Ganesh Sirtampalam (above), June Osborne 

. . . and tears 


I n anybody's book. 1 992 was 
a pretty awful year. The 
recession lingered on, unem- 
ployment rose, and the royal 
family was shaken to its founda- 
tions by the marriage break-ups of 
both the Duke and Duchess of 
York and the Prince and Princess of 
Wales. Yet, while the majority of us 
will not be sad to see the end of it 
for some 1992 has been a year Go 
remember one they will look back 
on with satisfaction. 

While 1 992 may have been an 
annus horribilis for the Queen, for 
the Princess pi ana Fan Club it was 
a bumper year. Its numbers rose 
from eight to 120, and members 
were unperturbed by the news that 
their idol had tried to kill herself 
with a lemon peeler and dallied 
with a man who tailed her 
“squidgy". Linda Dawson, who 
runs the club from her house in 
Poole, said: “The newspaper cover- 
age generated an amazing amount 
of interest I've had 80 phone calls 
in one week. Lots of people gave 
memberships as Christmas 
presents." - 

According to Mrs Dawson, 46. 
the princess's image has not suf- 
fered from the revelations in An- 
drew Morton’s sensational book 
Diana. HerTrue Story. “Absolutely 
the reverse," she said. “I don't think 
people realised how unhappy she 
has been. Yet in spite of all her 
problems she still goes out and 
cheers up the elderly and the sick, 
and they admire her even more:" 
Mrs Dawson is loyal to the prince 
too: “There are always two sides to a 
coin, it can’t be any nicer for him." 

Richard Young, the so-called 
king of the paparazzi, also did very 
nicely out of the royal misery. “AD 
the interest in the royals meant 
there was a great demand for 
photos from my archives. 1 only 
hope next year will be as interest- 
ing," he said. Most grown men 
might think there are better ways to 
earn a living than spending hours 
outside night dubs, often in the 
pouring rain, in the hope of 
gaining snatched shots of passing 
film stars and rock legends. But 
such shots have made Mr Young 
almost as well-known as his victims 
and 1992 was packed with photo 
opportunities. “I went with Mich- 
ael Jackson when he visited an 
otphanage in Romania, and I got 
the only one-to-one photo session 
with Madonna when she was in 
London, and she was very amena- 
ble." Mr Young said- 
Away from the glare of the 
paparazzi’s flash guns, June 
Broomfield, an east-London dea- 
con. had a wonderful year, as she 
heard the news she had been 
battling for all her adult life: 
women could at last be ordained. 

“ 1 992 was a year of historic change 
for the Church of England, and this 
was a tremendous step forward for 


women like me who have a sense of 
God’s calling." she said. Mrs 
Broomfield, a member of the 
standing committe of the General 
Synod and tipped to be the first 
woman bishop, added: “There has 
been a lot to celebrate personally, as 
I have also had a second child." 

There was good news for cleav- 
ages this year. as sales of die revived 
Wonderora increased fivefold. De- 
signed. in the words of its manufac- 
turer, Gossard, to give "maximum 
oomph”, more than a million 
women are now thought to own the 
garment which could give a cleav- 
age to thin air. Rosemary Haw- 
thorne. author of the historical 
studies Knickers and Bras, said: 
“Crises and social upheaval bring 
out fashions that show off the 
bosom, because when times are 
hard we need to feel that there is 
something soft to fall back on." 

The Norwegian government 
sank £1 million into the production 
of the musical Which Witch, which 



folded after only ten weeks.'havirig 
been described as “the musical 
from hell”. 

The Swedes, meanwhile, did 
rather better by infiltrating our 
homes with the sound of the Abba 
revival and with sofa beds called 
Poang and bookcases called Billy. 
from the furnishing giant Ikea. In 
1992 lkea took over Habitat, 
opened two new superstores in 
Croydon and Gateshead and saw 
visitor numbers rise by 60 per cent 
However, Ofle Hofvander, the 
marketing director, refused to be 
dazzled by his success. “It has been 
hard work a very demanding yea r. 
It takes a lot of strength,” he said. 
When pressed, he conceded. "I 
would like to name the year as a 
very good year for us." 


Other recession beaters were the 
big three supermarkets. Saimbury, 
Safeway and Tesco, all of whom 
saw profits soar. Sir Alistair Grant, 
chairman of the Argyll group, of 
which Safeway, which recorded a 
15 per cent increase, is part, said: 
“It has been a good year, although 
what pleased me most was the 
improvement in the products our 
supermarkets sell. People won’t 
believe this, but winning an award 
for our wine made me even happier 
than our financial performance.” 

Unemployment rose steadily all 
year, largely, it seems, because 
Philip Schofield had taken over all 
the jobs. Mr Schofield, 30. spent 
his Saturday mornings this year 
presenting the television show 
Going Live, and spent the evenings 
in an amazing technicoloizr 
dreamcoat in the starring role of 
toe musical Joseph, which he took 
over from his friend Jason Dono- 
van. despite baring hardly ever 
sung a note before. He has a 
column in the News of the World, 
receives 5,000 fan letters a week 


Annus horribilis 


• Norman Lamonf. Chancellor — “the green shoots of recovery” 
never appeared and he was too busy to pay his credit card bills. 

• David Meflor, heritage secretary until revelations of his 
penchant for Chelsea strips and free holidays appeared. 

• The cast of Eldorado, die new BBC soap chat lacked the 
Midas touch. 

• Graham Taylor, the England football manager, whotook 
Gary Lineker off in his last game for England. 

• Kevin MaxwdL Britain's biggest bankrupt with debts of £406 
million. 

• Mia Farrow, whose affair ended more bitterly than most 
•Winnie M and da. who separated from her husband and 
resigned from the ANC executive. She is waiting for an appeal court 
ruling on her conviction for kidnapping. 

• Jani Allen, who lost her libel case against Channel Four, after 

it said she had slept with a leading South- African neo-nazi. and had 
her private diary read out in court in the process. 

• Dan Quayk. who contributed to the Republicans losing the 
US elections after telling a schoolboy to add an “e” to potato. 

• Edith Cresson. the French prime minister, who resigned after 
describing the Japanese as ants and saying 25 per cent of English 
men were homosexuals. 

• Madonna — despite blanket publicity, her record failed to 
make number one. 


‘Crises bring out 
fashions that 
show off the 
bosom, because 
when times are 
hard we need to 
feel that there is 
something soft to 
fall bade on’ 


and has had a biography published 
called Philip Schofield, The Whole 
Amazing Story. If this was not 
enough, he also announced he 
would marry his girlfriend, Steph- 
anie Lowe, next summer. “I’m 
surprised my career ever got to this 
level. I only ever thought about 
being a jobbing presenter. I never 
had any grand ideas,” the modest 
Mr Schofield said. 

The history books may name 
1992 as Labour’s worst year, 
following the resounding Conser- 
vative victory in the general election 
in April but the party’s 69 new 
MPs still had a good year, using 
their increased numbers to make 
life as difficult as possible for the 
government 

Gordon and Bridget Prentice, 
members for Pendle and Lewi- 
sham East both dislodged Conser- 
vatives to become the first Labour 
husband and wife team to enter the 
House of Commons. "It's been a 
vintage year” Mr Prentice said. 
“ Annus mirabilis for us. anruis 
horribilis for everyone else." 

Miscarriages of justice came to 
light on an almost weekly basis, but 
the British system found one satis- 
fied customer in Julie- Anne 
Armitage. who took her hairdresser 
to court after he left her with a 
haircut which. In her words, “made 
me look like a cross between a 
squaddie and a hedgehog”. “At 


least it shows the British 1 
system can work.” she said, 
winning £25 damages, plus com- 
pensation, from her local hairdress- 
er in Chippenham. Wiltshire: “I 
am Mrs Joe Public and 1 had to 
show that people like me can go to 
court and say we are not satisfied 
with this. The British are no good 
at complaining." 

Mrs Armitage’s hair has now 
grown bade. “Christmas 1992 has 
been an improvement on 1991.” 
she said. “Last year I couldn’t bear 
going out of the house. You can be 
dressed up to the nines, but if your 
hair's not right you fed lousy." She 
has a new hairdresser now, who is 
“very, very careful not to cut too 
much oft". 

While 1992 saw a record 86 
British businesses a day go bust, 
some, happily, managed to profit 
from the recession. Simon Brown, 
of the York-based chain of pawn- 
brokers Herbert Brown & Son, 
reported a very successful year. 
“People have become wary of 
buying cheap jewellery, preferring 


the better quality second-hand 
jewellery they see in our windows." 

British tennis player Jeremy 
Bates failed to win Wimbledon, but 
sprinter Linford Christie made us 
fed there was still some hope for 
British sport when, at 32. he 
became the oldest man to win the 
most coveted Olympic gold medal, 
for the 1 00 metres. “ 1 992 has been 
my year and nobody can take that 
away from me,” said Mr Christie. 

Mr Christie’s team-mate, Sally 
Gunnell, became the first British 
woman in 25 years to win a gold 
medal in a track event when she 
beat all the favourites in the 400 
metres hurdles. In October she 
married Jon Bigg in Florida. She 
looks back on 1992 with pride but 
is hoping to achieve still more. 
“Because I am Olympic champion, 
everyone is going to be out to beat 
roe: There will be a lot of pressure, 
but 1 won the one that matters." 

Meanwhile. Nigd Mansefl, the 
world Formula One racing cham- 
pion. beat them both to be voted 
Sports Personality of the Year by 
BBC viewers, despite being 
described by malicious commenta- 
tors as having the character of a 
damp spark plug. 

The family of Laura Davies, the 
four-year-old from Manchester 
who spent five months in Pitts- 
burgh undergoing a life-saving 
liver and bowel transplant, enjoyed 
their best Christmas in years, with 
Laura well enough to eat her first 
turkey dinner. Her mother 
Frances. 27, who is expecting a 
third child early next year, said: “A 
year ago she was a skinny little 
thing with no life in her. Now look 
at her. it brings a lump to my 
throat We are so proud of her." 

A year ago Jason Orange. 22. 


Annus mirabilis 

• Bill Clinton — even the confessions of Gennifer Flowers could 
not stop him winning the White House by a landslide. 

• Tina Brown, who became editor of 77ie New Yorker. 

• David Amess. Conservative MP for Basildon, who showed 
where Essex boys’ and girls’ loyalty stiff fay. 

• Michael Ondaaije and Barry Unswortfr. joint winners of the 
Booker prize. 

• Anthony Hopkins, who won an Oscar for his role as Hannibal 
the Cannibal in 77ie Silence of the Lambs. 

• Andrew Morton, author of Diana, HerTrue Story, who rose 
from being a Daily Star hack to making a mint and achieved 
celebrity by recording the misfortunes of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales. 

•Andre Agassi who won Wimbledon. 

• George Carman QC, who won several high-profile libel cases. 

• Garza— his knee got better. 

• Lord Tebbit, who finally got the chance to tell everyone, “I told 
you so". 

• Judith Ward — after 1 8 years in prison she was released by the 
Court of Appeal. 

• Betty Boothroyd, who became the House of Commons’ first 
woman speaker. 

• Max Clifford — agent to Antonia de Sancha, he managed to 
cash in on the whole David Mellor affair. 


was a painter and decorator. Today 
his picture is pinned on the 
bedroom wall of almost every 
teenage girl in the land in his 
capacity as a member of the all- 
singing. ail-dancing band from 
Manchester, Take That In a year 
of 1 970s nostalgia. Take That were 
not so much the new Sex Pistols as 
the Osmonds all over again. They 
do not smoke or drink, three of 
them still live at home with their 
mothers and their latest tour was 
sponsored by the Family Planning 
Association to promote safe sex. 
Nonetheless their fan dub of 
30.000 is the largest in the country, 
and 300.000 teenage readers of 
Smash Hits voted them “best band 
in the world" “This year has been a 
dream for us. and it’s totally 
changed my life," said Mr Orange, 
described as the cheeky, sexy one of 
the group. “We have always wanted 
a hit album, a hit single and a hit 
tour and this year all those things 
came true for us.” 

T wo teenagers who might 
have been part of Take 
That’s screaming audi- 
ences had they not been 
otherwise occupied were Jane 
March and Kate Moss. Both were 
too busy climbing on and off 
aeroplanes, appearing on maga- 
zine covers and deriding the 
London suburbs where they were 
brought up. “Pinner is small and 
boring," said Ms March, 1 9, of her 
home town. She shot to stardom in 
the film The Lover and now lives in 
an elegant Paris apartment with 
her boyfriend. 

Ms Moss. 18. from Croydon, 
south London was spotted four 
years ago standing in an airport 
queue. This year she won a £2 
million contract to be the Calvin 
Klein girl and was described as the 
face of the 1990s. “She is so 
ordinary looking." explained Sarah 
Doukas, of the Storm model agen- 
cy, who discovered both girls. “Very 
beautiful, but at the same time she’s 
such a normal looking girl She’s 
not flashy and she doesn’t look 
materialistic. 

“1 fed awful saying we have had 
a great year, but with all these 
things happening to our giris. it has 
been fabulous.” 

Another London teenager to 
make the headlines was 13-year- 
old Ganesh Sittampalam, who was 
awarded a firsr-dass degree in 
mathematics from Surrey Univer- 
sity. Despite being the youngest 
person ever to get first-dass hon- 
ours, Ganesh. from Surbiton, was 
nonchalant about his success. “It’s 
been an all-right year. Getting my 
degree, that was quite good. And I 
moved up into the senior school, 
and 1 got a new computer." Was it 
his best year ever? “J can’t really 
compare it with any other years. 1 
cant remember them." 


L et us. since tis the season to 
be jolly, raise today’s curtain 
upon a jolly man. Because 
the action takes place some time 
ago. we find him at the very 
beginning of the jolly se ason, with 
ten shopping days still in store, and 
as this is precisely where he 
annually spends each one of them 
in the frantic search for something 
to give to someone so that it may 
subsequently be exchanged for 
something else, it is remarkable 
that he is jolly at all But the fact is 
that, tins year, he has managed to 
begin by finding something which 
someone actually wants. 

The one is his daughter, the 
thing is a portable phone. Whidi is 
why he is being jolly in a chair in 
the Oxford Street BT shop, while 
across the desk from him a BT 
salesman is being just as jolly as he 
is, for though it may be more 
blessed to give than to receive, to 
sell is most blessed of all What they 
are being jolly about is the buyer's 
private Ine, for until this is laid out 
on the desk between them, the 
buyer will not be permitted to buy. 

Now* you might think that with 
£249 in hfcpocket to pay for his 


purchase; the buyer would find this 
transaction as trouble-free as any- 
thing else connected with British 
Telecom. Thai it is not is precisely 
because of those last four words; die 
phone he is buying for his daughter 
will have to be connected with 
British Telecom, since until that 
happens she will not be able to do 
the thing with the buttons which 
makes BT rich. Again, because it 
makes BT rich, you might think 
that they would make it easy, 
especially as their huge Yuletide 
promotion of portable phones has 
gobbled a fair slice of their wealth 
in filling the media with sprats to 
catch the mackerel who has just 
walked into their shop. Neverthe- 
less, they will not sell the mackerel 
the phone he has the money to buy 
unless he can prove he also has the 
money to pay its future phone bffls. 
Who. they want to know, is this 
mackerel, exactly? 

He is someone who is more than 
happy to reveal everything about 
himsdf in order to buy his daugh- 
ter a Christmas present So he tells 

them his . address, age. marital 
status, income, bank account num- 
ber, the names of his children and 


Alan Coren 

Somebody up there does not like this man. Would you credit it? 


his employers he shows them, for 
they insist his driving licence, and 
because they further insist that this 
is not enough, his MCC member- 
ship card and his most recent 
phone bifl- Odd; a buyer is being 
required to divulge his most inti- 
mate personal details before he is 
allowed to buy; should we not look 
beneath this desk he is sharing to 
see if the boots are not on the wrong 
feet? He is. after all, about to give 
his money to someone about whom, 
he knows nothing, but he is not 
asking the salesman to tell him his 
income or his kids’ names, he is not 
poring over the salesman’s house- 
hold bills. The mackerel is taking 
on trust the man to whom he is 
about to give £249. 

Never mind. Tis the season to be 
jolly. After the buyer has rewaled 
all the seller goes away (because he 
still does not have enough dope on 
the buyer) to telephone a credit- 



checking agency. The agency fe 
called Equifax, and it checks on 
behalf of Call Connect, whidi is the 
company that connects buyers to 
the Cdlnet Lifetime service so that 
the buyers can pay money for using 
die BXphone. You will gather from 


aft this that there are many fingers 
dipping bread in the gravy which 
die buyer is desperately trying to 
give them, even though he has not 
run a check on any oftfiem. For all 
the buyer knows, ary or all ofthem 
could be banned drivers of no fixed 
abode, blackballed by the MCC 
after being sent down for fraud, 
and shacked up with a sheep. 

When the seller returns, at last, to 
the jolly mackerel, he tells him that 
Equifax have declined him. A 
number of customers in the crowd- 
ed BT shop seem interested in this: 
nice customers, the son you might 
find standing in a witness box in 
the event of, say, an action for 
slander being brought. The mack- 
erel. of couise, is even more 
interested than (hey are; in fact, he 
is beside himself with interest; he is 
no longer jolly. For he is pretty well- 
off, with both a lifetime of unchall- 
enged creditworthiness and some- 


thing of a public reputation, and he 
really does not like sitting in a 
thronged shop, being told fay BT he 
is not fit to have a telephone. 
Especially as he has paid them 
several thousand pounds for hav- 
ing one, over the past 30 years or 
so. So he asks for the number of 
Equifax, and he dials them from 
the phone on the desk 

They corroborate his unfitness. 
He asks why. They answer that his 
unfitness has come up an their 
screen. What he enquires (because 
they are bound by the Consumer 
Credit Act to tell him) does it say? 
They will not tell him on the phone. 
He will have to apply in writing, 
enclosing a fee. and they will write 
to him. All they are prepared to say 
is that the unfitness may attach not 
to him, but to his address. Since 
they are in Glasgow and cannot be 
seized by the throat, the mackerel 
merely asks if he has got this 
straight: a man seeking the oppor- 
tunity to pay a monthly telephone 
bill may be denied it if his house 
does not pass muster? 

This they confirm. He rings off. 
The real world, there when he 
entered the shop, has disappeared. 


novella by Kafka. What l 
house been up to? Did it w 
was on holiday, make i 
disorderly one? An arid ontf 
one for terrorists? And wi 
enough to. literally, discredi 
He stares at the salesman 
says: “Maybe the previous oi 
the house was guilty of some 
The mackerel stares even 1 
The salesman says: “Maybe 
a glitch on the computer, wi 
they called, worms?" The nu 
Stares on. thinking. Blake u 
called visionary for nothin 
invisible worm that ffies 
night... does thy life destm 
He leaves, giftless, the shot 
home, he rings The s 
Timers Tony Hetheringto: 
best inv^tigative financial jc 
ist there is. Tony knows peon 

can gain access to credit daft 

This they do. And sine 
mackerel is given a dear bj 
tbem. he sits down to write tr 
fax. Days pass. But he dees iu 
from them. All he hetuTi 
Forster murmuring, “only mi 
and Kafka laughing daridv 
Next week: The plot thins 
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Lady of the camellias 


Francesca 
Greenoaksays 
don’t kill with 
kindness 



Winner camellia wiUiamsii 


C amellias are among the 
most perfect of blooms, 
but easily spoilt by a touch 
of host or a chilling wind. 
They have acquired romantic and 
tragic identification with doomed 
beauty: Alexandre Dumas, Garbo, 
the beautiful portrait of Ellen Teny 
by Watts, where the red of the petals 
merges with the red of her mouth, 
the gold stamens with the amber of 
her necklace. 

In fact people have ' always 
overestimated the fragility of camel- 
lias, from the 19th centuiy, when 
they were suffocated in stove-heated 
camellia houses, to the present day. 
when it is a fair bet that many of the 
camellia plants sitting in garden 
centres will suffer quite as badly in 
centrally heated houses. If you have 
received a camellia for Christmas, 
be Idnd and plant it outdoors as 
soon as you can. If you want to 
observe the exquisite Bowers at 
close quarters, let it Bower in a cool 
porch or greenhouse or an unheat- 
ed room before planting out 
Jenny Trehane, the proprietor of 
Trehane Camellias and a moving 
force within the International Car 
mellia Society, has extensive know- 
ledge of the best hybrids produced 
worldwide. She is also responsible 
for the forthcoming Times camellia 
event at the News International 
Garden Fair at Wembley next 
Easter, which will be the most 
comprehensive display of camellias 
ever staged. 

She has robust views on camellia 
growing: "They are longived and 
very easy plants, provided you 
observe a few basic rules.” Remem- 
ber that camellias grow naturally in 
cool, humid forests, and it is dear 
that in gardens they must have a 



Leading light: Jenny Trehane says that camellias are easy, provided a few basic rules axe observed 


sheltered, partially shaded, moist 
position. The main spoiling factors 
are sun, frost and cold wind, which 
bum the leaves. Camellias are not 
tolerant of chalk or limey soils, but 
in my Chiltem garden, which is 
day over chalk, a Trehane recom- 
mendation — Elegant Beauty — 
has given me reliable, deep pink 
spring blooms in my north border 
for seven years. Being late-flower- 
ing, Elegant Beauty tends to miss 
our hilltop Busts. It has bronze 
young growth which is very pretty, 
and is vigorous and floppy, so it can 
be easily trained on a wall 
Donation and Anticipation, well- 


BEST BUYS 


SHALLOTS have a good flavour, 
keep longer than large onions and 
are easy to grow. They can be 
planted now in mild regions, or in 
raised beds where the sofl Is easily 
worked and well-drained. Atlantic 
is a good, yeOowy-brown skinned 
shallot. Pikant produces high 
yields of red-brown bulbs (recom- 
mended for early planting). Order 
from seed companies, or buy them 
in garden centres over the next few 
weeks. Creation, the first shallot 
from seed, is available only from 
Unwins (0945 588522); the large, 
long-keeping Santo from Dobies 
(0803 616888) must not be plant- 
ed out until after mid-ApriL 


known pink wiUiamsii camellias, 
readily available from garden cen- 
tres in my area, won Miss 
Trehane’s approval, but she gave 
the older japonica cultivars 
Anemoniflora and Optima 
“thumbs down, except for conserva- 
tory use". As a rule, japonica plants 
have larger, glossier leaves than the 
wiUiamsii, and although they will 
live through lower temperatures, 
they will lose their leaves more 
readily. 

Camellias from the nursery or 
garden centre come fitted out with 
large, fat buds but says Miss 
Trehane. “it is next year's buds you 
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Keep cool: pink cyclamen 


want to be concerned about". The 
rules are simple but vital: feed from 
April to August only with the same 
sort of fertiliser you would give 
azaleas or rhododendrons; give the 
tender roots frost protection with a 
winter mulch — leafmould is ideal. 
The buds of winter-flowing camel- 
lias are formed from July to 
September, and the plant must not 
suffer from drought during this 
period. 

•A catalogue/ handbook containing 
200 cultivars is £U0 fine, p&p) from 
Trehane Camellia Nursery, Stupe HOI 
Road, Hampreston, Wimborm, Dorset 
BH21 7NE (0202 873490). 


WEEKEND TIPS 


• Pickflowering stems of winter 
jasmine , witch hazel, viburnums 
and berried stems of holly and 
sfdmmia to use in festive 
arrangements. 

• Do not overwater plants in 
cool greenhouses or frames. 

• Regularly check recently 
planted trees and shrubs', firm the 
soil at the base and inspect 
stakes and ties. 

• Protect broccoli and 
cauliflower hearts by bending the 
nearest leaves over them. 

• Dytogjve newly bought 
cyclamen a cool, humid spot, even 
if only during the night hours . 


Rocking and rolling 
towards middle age 

Charles Jennings will never get to strut his stuff on stage at 
Hammersmith now that he is past 30 and ove r the hill — 

G rowing up is hard to da things which you skilfully dodged, which has 

puberty, rrcyority and 30 forgot about or simply ignored all dnnkrn but dc 

are the big steps ws must through your teens and twenties. In K are 


are the big steps \w must 
take before we enter the kingdom of 
adulthood — and of all these, 
turning 30 is the hard one. 

I finally realised this when some- 
one turned to me at my thirtieth 
birthday celebration and said: “Of 
course, you do know that you’re 
now too old to take up heavy metal 
guitar as a career option?” With a 
spasm of nostalgia that almost 
caused me to sob into my pressed 
duck. I knew that I had finally left 
my youth behind. 

You see. like so many of my 
generation, I had been existing on 
a diet of fantastic possibilities since 
my early teen age — imagining 
myself in one of those roles that are 
only possible provided your age 
begins with a figure one or two, and 
which become abruptly ludicrous 
and pathetic the moment you tom 
30. As long as 1 was still on the side 
of the young ones. I could kid 
myself along with the idea of 
becoming a poet, professional mod- 
el, tennis-player, precociously bril- 
liant philosopher, screen ingin u, 
juvenile concert player or, of course, 
heavy metal guitarist without actu- 
ally having to exert myself and 
become any of those things. 

But 30 is a watershed. At that 
point the fantasies of youth must 

cease. Every day, as I probe my grey 
hairs in the bathroom mirror and 
tuck my burgeoning paunch into 
the waistband of my trousers 
(curious fact after 30, your age in 
years is the same as your waist 
measurement in inches), I tdl 
myself that you cannot you simply 
cannot start a rock *n’ roll band in 
your thirties: you can he in one until 
your fifties, and probably sixties, 
but you cannot start one. ‘ 

That is the first by-product of the 
thirtieth birthday. And of course, 
once I understood that the curtain 
had finally come down on my 
young self and that I was never, 
never going to strut my funky 
business across die stage of the 
Hammeismith Odeon, all the oth- 
er realities of what Maxtin Antis 
once called “the unqualified night- 
mare of early middle-age” sudden- 
ly came into dear, appalling focus. 

And what are these realities? 
They are driUren, money and 
health: the thirties triumvirate, the 


things which you skilfully dodged, 
forgot about or simply ignored all 
through your teens and twenties. In 
fact, turning 30 involves not just 
entering a new phase of life, but a 
phase whose constituent parts are 
completely unlike anything you 
have previously experienced. 

Take children, for instance. Ca- 
reers and contraception mean that 
many women now wait until the 
big three-o before choosing to start 
a family. Thirties, for the middle- 
dasses, mean children. Which 
means that on turning 30. you are 

T had been 
existing on a diet 
of fantastic 
possibilities 
since my early 
teenage’ 


faced with nothing less than a 
personal revolution after d ec a d es of 
careless selfishness. Was I spiritual- 
ly ready, on the arrival of my first 
child (shortly after my thirtieth 
birthday), for the giving, the shar- 
ing, the 4am distress calls and the 
relentless persistence of children 
after a long lifetime spent pleasing 
myself? No, I was not 

This then combined in a pincer 
movement with all my money 
anxieties. Only the most prudent 
put enough by in their twenties to 
make a dent in the bills which 
parenthood, or the prospect of 
parenthood, brings. All through 
my twenties, my middle name was 
Spendthrift— and yet I now boast a 
pension plan, a house with several 
floors, school fee schemes, a man 
with a calculator who comes round 
every six months claiming to be my 
personal financial adviser... and I 
have no idea how I got these things, 
or how I am going to pay for them 
now 1 have them. 

The moment you give in to the 
demands of biology and admit that 
you cannot defer children any 
longer, you are buried in requests 
for money — money which you 
recall having in your twenties, but 


which has now vanished like the \ 
drink in an alcoholic's gla*. . .. 

If you have a partner but do not . 
start a family, children an; 
unavoidable, as you watch your 
year-old friends and acquaintances.. ? 
burdening themselves mAc™*' 
ren and drearily insisting that you 
should get on and jom them while 
there’s still time. And if you tough it 
out and refuse to settle with 1 a 
partner of any hind, then the - 
question — unasked in the twenties 
but overwhelmingly vital m tne 
thirties — has to be why? Is there, 
something the matter with you? 

But the clincher in this litany oT 
changes is the dawning perception 
that whatever state you live m,.wur 
bocty is slowly falling apart. The 
newly-turned 30-year-old _ i wlU 
begin to discover cross- halcmngs 
around the eyes, joints that have 
given out. bowels that have nimea . 
mutinous, veins that itch, strange- 
ominous harbingers of mortality. 

Even when there is nothing 
particularly wrong with one’s body, 
it simply starts to behave in an alien 
and disturbing way. I quite often 
catch myself attempting to straight- 
en up from, say, a low crouch, one 
hand in the small of my back, the 
other reaching for a piece of 

furniture to give me support, like an 

old person. And yet l am only in 
early middle-age. 

It is uncanny how all these 
things — children, money and 
health — leap out at you like 
bandits, the moment you reach 
your thirties. 1 imagine there must 
be a way to spread the burden — 
less hedonism in one’s twenties, 
more financial rectitude in one’s 
thirties, that kind of thing — 
without excessive self-denial; but 
the fact is, it’s too late for me to try. 

To be honest the thing which 
keeps me going these days, is my 
insane desire to be a rock 'n' roller; 
only now it has subsided into a 
mere ambition to be heard per- 
forming. by any audience, in any 
context no matter how humble or 
inglorious. To be brutally frank. 
Peter Paul and Mary songs are 
more the style, these days: my 
children will put up with them. 
Although as my son says, sympa- 
thetically patting my knee after one 
of my attemps at “If I Had a 
Hammer”: “It's very good, daddy. 

But do you have to play the guitar?” 


SATURDAY RENDEVOUS 


PROPERTY 


SHOPAROUND 


LADIES 


LADIES 


AMUSING, taMUgenf. sexy men 
wanted for London dinner par- 
tial wun zUHons of smote 
women. Tel 071 629 8834. 

S*S~ Attractive prormrional 
line* based lady 46 seeks suc- 
cessful nun ll/s 42-60 wiili 
warm caring nature and sense 
oT humour for dining out, mov- 
ies. theatre, travel, view to long 
term relationship. Rocrau pt»U> 
mease. Reply to Hoe No 0885 

ATTRACTIVE, professional, fun 
loving female 93. tail, dork & 
dim. seeks Brtatot/London 
based mate tor 1993. Please res- 
pond with photo to Box No 


BEAUTIFUL American ladles 
seek friendship, romance an] 
marriage \*un Britten penile 
men* An ogcsl English Connec- 
tion iDcW Ri. Suite 2. 20 Cedi 
Square, Margate. Kent. CT9 
ISA. 0843 29073a. .Vs fej. 
lured on Wogan. Where 
There's Life. Kllroy eic.. 


CASCADE 

A «ei? cnildcd gioupM soWy 
lor Hie raiottoched 30-50 
CARDIFF. BRISTOL, 
BATH, SWANSEA, 
DYFED, TAUNTON. 

For ml Demotion & 

cotnprehenuse newsletter 
0495 755309 
0222 704653 
Fax: 0222 704742 


I chameleon required (acrv 
dO'a). n/a Hampshire widow, 
wants to shore concern, the- 
atres, evenings by tho fireside Jk 
walks in gales on Cornish ruffs. 
Pteo Reply to Boat No 0390 
COUNTRY PUB, tdl my own. 
lovely daughters nuiy grown, 
walk tho woods, weutes. dogs, 
rhroirr /dining ■ mods, salt i 
wear, all much nicer If I couM 
share. Surrey. Photo. Mease 
Heaty to Bax No 0367 



SLIM lady. 49. Interests: farm- 
ing. anUaues A home life, sooks 
N/S man for com pa nionship. 
Bucks area. Boa No osar 


LsvwrwJxh 

NATIONWIDE 

INT RODUC TIONS 

Confidential f&scnxi caring 
m s irtin rnsdt by s O ur ttrod 
Psychologist. 

Far free DrtsBs Write lb: 

LOTKMATCH 
■dTNSAT PA. Best 17 


WHERE TO MEET 
WITTY, CHARMING AND 
INTELLIGENT PEOPLE 

An advertisement in the Saturday Rendezvous section puts you in touch with 
nearly l.l million like minded Tunes readers. 

At only £5.50 per line plus VAT. (Box No. £10-*- VAT) there's no better way 
oT widening your social circle, so fill in the coupon below, minimum 3 lines. 
Alternatively, take advantage of our special ofler and save 25% by running 
your advertisement for two weeks. 


Source: NRS Jan-Dcc 1990 


IHE^^TIMES 


Wnic your idvenncoieai hck~ upprotmuldy 38 dot 
Mmmimi l hnev. U Si per Imr phn VAT, or BL2S per 


scuts per bne mdudoip *{ucn jod jMsiauuwal 
Bar plus VAT for 2 neck. 


Idcpboac (daytaiK) Signature 

Nf> odveNB&nMOU cob be accepted under Lhoc spccul *101 uslm prr-juid Cbegur. should be male 
jujaMr to Tenet Neunpopcr. Limited orddM my 


□ 


Expiry Date , 


If mu amid like to ate odnatage of our twomedt docooN phn (*■*!»* hoc [“" | 

Thn offer is open to prr*n« ad •uun.it only. Trade ad<«rt>scRKUts wiD aff ftte rf to the normal raus 

and cradiuan. Send la. Sown Goddard. Ad»erlixmail Mauser, The Timtv. New* tatenuttwosl I id. 
P O Dm 41 Vspau Sum, Lealn El W. 

Telephone 071-481 4000 or Fax 071-481 9313 or 071-782 7828. 


SATURDAY 

RENDEVOUS 


V -ATTRACTIVE blend Ameri- 
can profenhsul remain. % 
ado attractive educated «uv 
to be with gonUcnran fur cani- 
mntarahlo. Up toage 42. Piiuto 
otease to Box No 0369 


SATURDAY 

RENDEVOUS 


AESTHETIC Dwnodabte. Oner 

otic. Nautical. iruertectuaL 

Superman, Ncwtod By Prmy 
Widow 36. Box No Q59B 
AMERICANS SEEK friendship, 
romance and montage with 
Britten utdlos A gentlemenl AH 
agon EngHah Rosc/EngUsh Con- 
nection iTHt* R|. Suite 2. 24 
Cecil square. Margate- Kent. 
CT9 ISA. 0843-290733. A S 
featured on Wogan. Where 
There** Life. Kllroy etc.. 


PERFECT PARTNERS Far dto- 
i«rning UitradvaJoia Wast 
Country/ South Wales details 
TcL Bath 0228 482080 

Mite 

with DATELINE GOLD, oar 


W THINKING ^ 
f PERSON'S 1 
XlNTRODUCnONX 
I AGENCY i 


GENTLEMEN 


CLASSIC Country house dinner 
Portias. Single* only. No teas. 
Surrey border*. 0293 871486- 
FEUCITY for ihe Unattached. 
Personalised confidential tntro- 
ductlow: 0403 271887. 

RICHMOND DINUIG CLUB 

Single St Interested in wining A 
dining tocHyf OBI 977 3433 

SINGLES DINNER Partter. in 
Yorkshire. Midsummer Intro 
dUCUQIW. Loeas 0632 704606 

THAI SUAI Montage Introduc- 
tions to exceptional select i on 
charming, educated Thai ladies. 
Details Phone: 071 300 12*1 


THE ULTIMATE m small, made 
lo-measure marriage bureaux’ 
fS-ToLl EM. I960. Katharine 
Allen. 18 Thayer SL London 
W1M BLD. Tel- 071-956 3110 


THIS PICTURE Dating Idea is 
brilliant* Capital Radio, tar 
dctalJa can 071 839 8884 Utay.i 
081 297 1424 (anytime! AH1A 


SARA EDEN 

Don't lose jour lure Eft 
tadtXDOtn. 

You're aixnetne, successful tad 1 
intcUifcnt and you rare about ! 
the type of people you meet. 
CHOICE not CHANCE is on 
offer at SARA EDEN_ Come 
and see for yourself- 

WINDSOR 
(0753) 830350 

’Btaraiftl friatdiiipt aan kerf! 
Daily Mafl. 


SIRtUS 

The intelligent 

PERSON'S 

INTRODUCTfON 

AGENCY 

If you ore intelligent, 
articulate and well 
educated. I ben we are the 
introduction agency Tor 
you. Wc on very selective as 
wc would expect yon to be, 
we operate nationally and 
our service is very different. 
Coil oi or write Tor 
our brochure. 

16 Clay Hews. Chelibfd, 
Cheshire. SK11 9 ST 

Teh (0625) 860924 

(24 Hours) 



! YOUR BEST EVER 
1 CROP AT 1990 PRICES 

| MwnxaniKtDKqehUf seetb. XK 
- lasted Niert era ska the best vslur 
| treason beuuni MuM »c Dm 

I wg fB W ft f ifx ragfsIaoiixeseBfc 
Htxiel tfjehtr , hanesth pdudi with 

i ano-nasauf'ivlwidericghe^gsr- 
timaxri piaarxee OwrRja wne- . 
I besjlEst Septentor 1990 pilm 
* IhiseissduwkiankTBiHiaeea 
1 MtewOTlIirwi.Sendlixdou- I 
■ togutnivM'xguMMHtapreais 1 
| youronkrwNtutiwMlL | 


I SJLMinMaCuUd.Bm 539 I 

■ WsbedvCraiteldydi te MjJtif ■ 

1 W»-?^ Kil ^"»^ t a p > a<your | 

m ft** i?n CKMOgue by rctoiL 1 




EAST ANGLIA 


EXECUTIVE, single aged 31. 
very shy. hosed In Essex with 
■oh. tvMws la meet spoefof gin 
to share Ms life with. Only 
genuine replies please with 
photo to Box No 0391 

ELIGIBLE American ganUranen 
seek friendship, romance and 
marriage with British lotted Ad 
aoeeo English Rose inapt RJ. 
Suite 2. 24 Cedi Sauarc 

Margate. KeoL CT9 1 BA. 0843. 
29C735. As featured on wogan. 
Where There’s Lite. KUrqy etc.. 

EXPAT 42 Kto 0*11- Good 
aroearance. Returning UK 
93/94. Seeks Interesting lady 
28+ to shore country ufe with, 
travel, walking, dining, sautng. 
Let's neen UK / Germany / 
Greece. Reply to Boix No peps 

HANDSOME Stngie 6* Mote. 33. 
Midlands -based with a 
luccenfuU professional career, 
seeks slim, elegant, well edu- 
cated young lady 24 30. Do you 
enloy the countryside, sports, 
travel end are Looking lor a gen- 
ulnr earing neteUanriilp? pttolo 
Please. Reply lo Box No 0342 

TALL, Handsome, witty, laving, 
romantic. loyaL Dasskmale and 
21. sooks warm, wuiy and 
wealthy tody <35-43, to love 
and marry. A long letter and 
photo pjsote lo Box No 0347 


ALL BOX NUMBER 
REPUES SHOULD 
BE 

ADDRESSED TO: 

BOX No:- 

C/o The Times 
Newspapers, 
P.O. BOX 484, 
Virginia Street, 
London El 9DD 


HOMES & GARDENS 


‘BEST BUY’ 
VEG SEEDS 

'M 


■MSS lO miles. Early 18th 
century former Priory. 
hMoricaf cannecttans. Slyttsti. 
syrapattuaceUy maintained. 2 
acres. 2.780 m fL Outbktngs. 8 
bedrms. 3 bathnns. oU ch. Ref 
1X48 £238,000. Thos Wm 
Gw * San Otse 0379 641341 


KENT 


OPEN DAY 
Sun 27th Dec 10 JO - 
4.30pm 

NEW DETACHED 
BUNGALOWS 
Emm £79.99$ si fflajxMorl 
Gardens, off Woodstock Road 
Sningbournc. 

Sherry + mince pies 
TEMPLE HOMES 081 
789 4359 or 0732 63645 


MIDLANDS 


r DERBYSHIRE PEAK. 

Howe of diameter & charm. 3 
daaHe bedrooms, emuhe 
b u l fai oo ni , faraiy b ot broom. 
sitting roam, ctody, doting roan, 
krteben wttb Ago. Central 
beating, % acre motive 
gardens. Nat overlooked. 

Cont yg id paring. 

Offen £187,000 
, Phone: 0433 650353 . 


SWITZERLAND 


KLOSTERS Switzerland. For 
sate: luxurious 1-3 tei d i uoni 
wartnwmts In brand new otdu- 

dw hawL located In the centre 

of the village of KMsfere. AUod 
Vertwaltungs-AO. CH-700O 
Chur /Switzerland. Telephone: 
OlO 41 81 21 61 31 or fax: 
01041 81 22 37 DO 


apartments, permits. Odbomes 
Solicitor* 93 Parkway London 
NW17PP07I 48G 881 1 


COUNTRY PROPERTY 


£87,500 Bum 3 


wtt Buys J cottages 
OXFORDSHIRE 


(Close GatsaoU National Park). 3 adjomng f/h cottas*. 3 
10 MW. P/PfirZ* 


CHANCELLORS. —^MESSENGERS 

0865 841611 0869 252901 


PORTUGAL 


CARVOBRO l bed am sleeps 4. 
Furrtmed. Superb location. 
Eqg.ooomoai apwawwi 




m OWN A ® 
BEAUTIFUL HOME IN 
THE ALGARVE - FOR 
25% OF THE COST! 




1, 2 & 3 bedroom apart- 
meats at the magnificent jT 
cliff- top location of Rocha ^ 

Brava - now available in | 2 

our proven Four-Owner < h ; 

Scheme from jnsi £23,500*! \ f'vf 

a A holiday home in one of 
die finesi locations in die 
tropical Algarve - for eitr! 

• With three other independent parties you 
buy the freehold property of your choice. 

• Each quarter is secured bv an individual 
Title Deed. 

a Periods ol' occupancy, managed by Rocha 
Brava, are rotated so that everyone enjoys the 
seasons equally. 

• Rental scheme available for any rimes when 
tout villa is noi in use- 
's Best of all. you can have absolute confidence 
in the company you'd be dealing with - Trafalgar 
House Europe Resorts, a member of the Group 
whose assets include ihe QE2 & The Rin Hoiel. 

R>r derails, please call 04S3 771203 f24 hre). 


TRAFALGAR HOUSE 
a EUROPE 
M Tried, tested, trusted. 


S, Fran f»moui archive 

xxvodframtopML A 
Primed bemeen 1643-1991. e 
Also Sundny Newspapoii from 
1915. Rcaqy GaruuauitBiluu. 
Same day dnpatefa. 
Otfbof over In c reasin g 
value al£1740. 
REMEMBER WHEN 
368 Brighton Rmd, 

I SooMi Croydon. Surrey. 




VL_- DESKS ETC 

Inexpensive drawers .record units 
wardrobes, cupboards & shelving 
beech.whlte, black for home/ work 
Mai I -order catalogue (or visit us) 
CubeStore 58 Pembroke Rd W8 
081 994 6016 (24 hrc) also Suffolk 



FACTORY SHOP 

FOR EXCLUSIVE QUALITY HANDMADE SOFAS, 
SOFA BEDS, LOUNGE SUITES & DIVAN SETS 

Mad e to measure by craftsmen & women 

WE ARE 
NEVER 
BEATEN ON 
rufwtce QUALITY!!! 




ON PRICE!!! . 

CONTRACT Upholstery and Refurbishment undertaken 

SOFA TO BED 

SALE 20% OFF SELECTED STOCK ITEMS 

FACTORY SHOWROOM 

UNTT 1, BAYFORD STREET, E8 
{Offlltare Street 4 dose to Wefl St) 

OPEN SATURDAY BANK HOLIDAY 
OPQA 7 DAYS A WEEK FREE PARKING 

TEL 081-S33 0915 upholstery 

■ ^ SPECIALISTS 


Parker Knoll 
PETER ADAMS 

OPEN BOXING DAY, SUNDAY & BANK 
HOLIDAY MONDAY FROM 10AM. 

ANNUAL 

PROMOTION 

NO 

REASONABLE OFFER 
REFUSED 

ON ALL STOCK & SPECIAL ORDERS 

Sobodv undersell! 

PET ER ADAMS 

208 S1 2kltel ' ®ew*Ms, middle* 

B 081 958 3155? 

- OPBIMM-sSfANoatori^ -nT 1 


1 
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Estate agents are taking a new angle on property photographs, Rachel Kelly reports. Now it’s overhead shots and video films 


Sellers rise to 
new heights 
to lure viewers 



Sales point: David Kay sets up an overhead shot on a mobile hoist 


DA VO KAY 



Rear view: the high camera shot of this house at Kingston upon Thames shows its proximity to the river 


O pen a page of Country 
Life at random this win- 
ter and you are assailed 
by photographs of coun- 
try houses up for sale, most of them 
surrounded by verdant green, roses 
in full bloom and wisteria in flower. 
One does not have to be a gardener 
to smell a rat-like estate agent at 
work presenting a house to its best 
advantage. 

But who can blame them? The 
agents' interests and those of their 
clients lie in successful sales. By 
common consent, houses photo- 
graphed in summer or early spring 
provide the most flattering sales 
photographs and the best chance of 
deals: the more chocolate-box the 
picture, the better. 

In the present slow-selling mar- 
ket though, even a glamorous, 
summery photograph putting the 
house's best facade forward may 
not be enough- So agents are 
developing new tricks of the presen- 
tation trade, and increasingly one 
of their favourites is the overhead 
photo. 

Once the preserve of owners of 
stately homes, who snapped their 
bijou residences while on an occa- 
sional helicopter ride, such aerial 
shots are now more likely to have 
been commissioned by the sellers of 
surburban semis keen to distin- 
guish their house from the thou- 
sands of similar rivals. 

The owner of the detached four 
bedroom, two bathroom Victorian 
villa in Kingston upon Thames. 
Surrey, pictured on the right, 
despaired of selling after his house 
had been on the market at 
£240,000 for six months. Then 
Winkworth. the agents, suggested 
that an aerial shot might ginger up 
some interest. 

Gavin Fleming, a director of 
Winkworth. says: “If you look at a 
local properly advertisement, you 
will see there is a limited-size box 


for the photo, and there’s only so 
much you can do with a straightfor- 
ward shot to present the house to its 
best advantage.*’ 

An aerial photograph was partic- 
ularly relevant for the Kingston 
house, because part of its charm 
was that it was next to the Thames 
— a key selling point necessarily lost 
in a standard photograph. 

Time will show if the £300 fee for 
the aerial shot succeeds in selling 
the house, and pays for itself: a new 
ad has not yet been placed in the 
local papers. But the evidence from 
other homeowners seems to sug- 
gest that at the very least aerial 
shots can entice potential buyers to 
come and have a closer look at a 
house, which is essential in a 
market when viewings, let alone 
sales, are elusive. 

David M. Kay's company. Alti- 
Cam. specialises in providing such 
overhead photos for estate agents. 
The company's photographic 


equipment is set on top of an 
adjustable 100ft, trailer-borne 
mast. . with which heights and 
angles can be changed to provide 
the best shot. 

“When you have piles and piles 
of property particulars coming 
through your door, and hundreds 
of surburban houses all looking 
exactly the same, you need some- 
thing different to stand out from 
the crowd.” Mr Kay says. “With an 
overhead shot, you can see the lay- 
out of the street, the access, the 
neighbours, and what’s behind the 
house." 

Only a dozen or so homeowners 
have so far adopted the warts-and- 
ail overhead approach, says Mr 
Kay, who started his service last 
autumn, so proof of its efficacy 
remains elusive. But the list of 
agents hoping to offer such services 
is growing, with Hamptons the 
latest to sign up. 

There is evidence, too, that such 


photography works when selling 
commercial sites, such as ware- 
houses and factories. It also works 
for residential property overseas, 
where the practice is well-estab- 
lished, Mr Kay says. 

Developers selling marina prop- 


erty have long realised the benefits 
of allowing prospective purchasers 
to see the entrance to the basin and 
the mooring for their boat. 

Clearly, me approach is not right 
for ail houses. Those with pleasant 
surroundings and gardens or a golf 


course next door could benefit. So 
could those with land for sale, or 
land with planning consent 
Those with less salubrious sur- 
roundings could lose out “An 
overhead shot would be unsuitable 
for someone who lived in a house 


which, for example, had a horren- 
dous eye-sore next door, Mr Kay 
says. Nor would most hats benefit 
though an overhead view of an 
apartment block could help show 
its situation. , „ . . 

Rupert Sweeting, of Kiugm 
Frank & Ruiley*s country house 
department says his company 
tends not to use overhead shots, 
“Often all you get is a picture of 
roofe, which can be unattractive.” 
he says. “ But if you can photograph 
at an appropriate angle, then it can 
be great." 

The grander country estate 
agents tend to have less use for such 
photographs, as their subject mat- 
ter — often distinguished, and 
easily distinguishable, country es- 
tates — need little help to stand out 
from the crowd. Unlike agents 
selling cheaper properties, who are 
likely ro snap the house themselves 
and wouldn't know a Cartier- 
Bresson from a David Bailey, the 
likes of Knight Frank & Rutley 
employ professionals who may 
drive for miles to achieve the most 
appealing shot, say from across the 
valley. 

K night Frank has devel- 
oped a more sophisticat- 
ed marketing approach, 
and prepared a cata- 
logue which organises properties 
into three bands, according to their 
distance from London — SO miles. 
50-100 miles and 100 miles plus. 

Other agents are toying with the 
idea of making video presentations, 
long used by tealters in America, 
where distances often make view- 
ing in person impossible. Property 
Profile, a newly launched com- 
pany, aims to net a wider catch of 
buyers with the hdp of videos. 
Christina Symons, its founder, 
says: “With fewer prospective pur- 
chasers spread over much greater 
distances at home, in Europe and 
even further afield, the potential 
market has never been folly exploit- 
ed.” 

The firm uses broadcast-quality 
video, rather than the camcorder 
variety. “Vendors' homes are dis- 
played at their best, with a realism 
printed materials can never 
match." she says. "Videos eliminate 
the constraints of distance, viewing 
times and even weather." 

The only problem. Mr Sweeting 
adds, is that potential buyers may 
enjoy looking at the video and not 
bother to get on a plane to see the 
actual house. Maybe a summery 
photo in Country Life makes the 
best sense after all. 



fmM 



1 Set in a rich agricultural area, famous for its foie gras and fiery 
Armagnac brandy, this nnal stone farmhouse ripe for renovation is in 
almost 16 acres of meadow and woodland and is priced at FFr300,000 
(about £36.145). The birthplace of D’Artagnan. immortalised by 
Alexandre Dumas in The Three Musketeers, this historic French 
dtpartement. part of an ancient province, is also noted for its fortified 
bastide towns, built by the English more than 600 years ago. 


2 Near a town of medieval appearance, in a bend ofa beautiful river in 
an area producing full-blooded red wines, this stone farmhouse, with a 
square pigeon tower and porticoed balcony, is for sale at FFrI.4 
million (about £172300). The 200-year-old house, in eight acres, has 
been restored, but needs redecoration. It has two large reception 
rooms with beamed ceilings and stone fireplaces, and four bedrooms. 
There is further accommodation on three floors in a dovecot tower. 



Win a Channel 
ferry crossing 


3 This former presbytery, in a 
sleepy village perched high on a 
rocky escarpment within sight of 
the lower Alps and dose to the 
olive oil capital of France, is for 
sale at FFr350,000 (about 
E42, 1 70). Built in pale, sun-baked 
stone, the property has a new roof 
but needs modernisation. It has 
vaulted cellars beneath the raised 
ground floor, which comprises 
kitchen/ living-room, with open 
fireplace, shower and lavatory. 
There are two bedrooms above. A 
bell tower is attached. No garden. 


H ere are six pictures of 
properties for sale in 
different parts of France. 
The object of the competition is to 
identify the dipariement (not 
region) in which each house is 
situated. Clues are contained in 
the property details. 

The first prize of a return 
Channel crossing for two adults 
and a car on any Brittany Ferries 
route in 1993 (excluding bank 
holidays and July and August) — 
worth up to £500 — will be 
awarded for the first all-correct 
entry drawn from the postbag. 

She runners-up wall each receive 
a two-year subscription to the 
quarterly France, worth £28, and 
a copy of The Blue Guide to 
France (A & C Black, El 6.99). 

Entries should be sent to 77ie 
rimes Buyer's France Competi- 



Buyer's France 

COMPETITION 


non, 1 Pennington Street, 
London El 9XN,byJan 6, 1993. 
Answers to the quiz, and a list of 
agents, will be published later. 

Employees and families of 
Times Newspapers Ltd and Fren- ■ 
ch property agents are excluded 
from entering this competition. 
Times competition rules apply. 

Cheryl Taylor 



4 You can buy two village houses 
for the price of one, FFr250,000 
(about £30,000), in this diparte- 
ment, which has some of the 
highest mountains and one of the 
largest cities in France — often 
referred to as la vU le rose, 
because of its rose-red brick 
bmldings for which the city is 
famous (along with its world- 
renowned sausage). One house is 
in need of extensive restoration; 
the other could be converted into 
a family home, with at least three 
bedrooms and two bathrooms. 



ST. =51 i^,SMSKM 

Is, for FFr2.7 million (about £323.000). It has 

uet Room and period fireplaces, and has most of the modem 

emeiwes. but no central heating. 

tiou wine. Other nearby towns include one famous for its cavalry 
oj, mvi another for its fine lace handkerchiefs. 


6 Located in an area of France well known for its cider and apple 
brandy, and near a town named after its famous cow’s mflk cheese, this 
histone country estate, dating from the 14th century, with traditional 
colombage (half-timbered) manor house, is for sale at FFr22 million 
(about £265,000). The 600yearold house has been carefully restored, 
retaining many of the original features. It also has central heating and 
an alarm system. The price indudes 40 acres of pasture and apple 
orchards, an old. unconverted pressbir (dder house) and bant There is 
also a stable in the grounds and a habitable caretaker’s cottage. 


High spirit levels 


JUUANHB$&Hr 



In the footsteps of Ralegh: Deborah and David Chapman at the Downton manor house they restored 


house has long been divided into a 
bedroom above and a study below, 
where Mr Chapman displays his 
dressage mementoes and paintings 
of the horses he rides. The beamed 
master bedroom has been stripped 
back to the soaring, cathedral-like 
ceiling of the original. Bathrooms 
have been concealed in spaces dose 
to the four bedrooms. 

Mr Chapman swears that when 
he was in his dressing-room one 
day, he saw Ralegh flitting 
through, gone in an instant. Mrs 
Chapman’s daughter, 22-year-old 
Clarissa Leigh-Wood, will notenter 
the guest room, because she says it 
is haunted by “a woman in white". 

After Ralegh, the manor was 
again rented oui by its original 
owner, Winchester College, mostly 
to farmers. In 1952 it was sold to 
the local MP. the late Sir Roger 
Perkins, who lived there until he 
died. It remained empty, except for 
a housekeeper, for about a year 
until someone came along with 
suffitiem determination to take on 
the costly job of renovation. 

Mr Chapman, an international 
investment adviser to Arab interests 
in the Gulf, has recently shifted his 
ventures into reconstruction pro- 
jects in Cambodia. With his part- 
ner. Thierry de Roland Peel, he hi 
started a 37,000-acre banana plan- 
tation there, which often keeps him 
away from Wiltshire and the fam- 
ily's other home, a flat in Eaton 
Square. London. 

Reconstructing the manor was a 
considerable challenge, and lasted 
a year. “We didn’t expect it would 
take so long." Mr Chapman says, 
looking around the house wnh 
satisfaction. Mis Chapman says: M ; 
didnt want to undertake it at first 
and we came back to it 0 nfy after 
searching for six months and view* 
mg about 40 other properties. Still 
it's done now and we can enjoy ft." 

Joy Bilungton 


I n a beautiful valley on the edge 
of the New Forest, where the 
River Avon flows gently south 
from Salisbury through the village 
of Downton. lies an old manor 
house with a romantic history. 

From the garden of the Manor 
House, which is dose to a tannery 
that has been in business since 
about 1 390. the view is of a copse 
on the horizon called Gearbury 
Dump, where the villagers used to 
hide from Viking marauders. 

The area is so steeped in history 
that Sir Walter Ralegh's tenancy of 
the manor is spoken of as though it 
were only yesterday, rather than 
four centuries ago. 

The house was originally owned 
by Winchester College, until Queen 
Elizabeth I decided to have ft as a 
grace and favour residence. The 
college objected but. under threat of 
treason charges, decided to accept 
her demand, and a rent of £S4.5s a 
year. The queen later bestowed it 
on Ralegh, who installed his par- 
ents and brother. 

When, in 1586, the queen an- 
nounced that she planned to call on 
him. Ralegh decided that the house 
— then a mere barn and chapel 
used by the monks of Downton 
since AD850, plus a few cellar 
accommodations — decided the 
place was not fit for a queen and 
hurriedly set about refurbishing it 
He sailed a ship up the river on 
the high tide, broke it up, and 
transported the timbers across’ the 
water meadows to the site. Then he 
started to build a house on the 
foundations of the barn and chapeL 
At least, that’s how legend has it 
"This is supposed to have been 
the boom of the ship." says the 
owner. David Chapman, running 
a hand down the beam in the 
centre of the spiral staircase. "The 
panelling in what we call the Great 
Room also came from the ship, and 
it’s said that Ralegh used foe keel 
upside down as a support for foe 


Home from home : 

David and 
Deborah Chapman 
in Wiltshire 



Apparition: Sir Walter Ralegh 


roof, but I looked at it carefully 
when we were putting in foe steel 
beams needed to strengthen the 
roof, and I think ihat bit is fantasy." 

David and Deborah Chapman 
bought the house two years ago for 
£477,000. Since then, there has 
been an extensive structural reno- 
vation costing £250,000 and in- 
volving 1 3 different tradesmen. An 
adjacent cottage also needed work. 

The Great Room is well named. 
The panelling gleams, and a 
painting of a woman in white satin 
hangs on one wall, in front of a 
layer of panelling that for years 
concealed a portrait of Ralegh — 
probably hidden by his family after 
his execution in 1618. The paint- 
ing was discovered in 1857 and 
sold to form the nucleus of what 
would become the National Por- 
trait Gallery's collection. 

The chapel of Ralegh's new 
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HOW TO 
INVEST £1,550 

(AND PAY A LOT LESS TAX) 


Taxmaster is a new investment 
scheme from Royal Liver. It offers. 
double exemption from tax. 

This is such an advantage that if 
you invest regularly, the most you 
can put in by law is £18.50 a month 
or £200 each year. However, with 
Royal Liver you can invest up to 
£1,550 in a lump sum. 

This means your capital enjoys 
the advantages of both tax-free 
growth and a tax-free payout on 
this ten-year unit-linked 
endowment policy. It can only be 
provided by a registered Friendly 
Society. And Royal Liver is one of 
the laigest in the UK. Over four 
milli on policies are managed from 
our Head Office - the famous 
Royal Liver Building in Liverpool. 

Steady performance is the aim 
of this scheme, with investment 


options spread wide for growth and 
security. Please note though, that 
investment values can go down as 
well as up. 

The scheme is simple - and it 
looks even better when you see the 
full details. Post the coupon or give 
us a ring: the free phone line is 
open day and night. 

FREE PHONE 

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 


0800 900 988 


Ptease quote o* 


when operator asks 


royaiTliver 

FRIENDLY SOCIETY 

A member of Lautro 


Royal Liver Friendly Society, FREEPOST 4335, BRISTOL BSl 3YX 


TO: Royal Liver Friendly Society. FREEPOST 4335, BRISTOL BSl 3YX 
Please send me full details of Taxmaster, the tax-exempt savings scheme. 

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms _ 

Name Surname 

Street 

Town - - 

County Postcode 

Phone No. Date of Birth L /19 Male I I Female 1 j 

^ Would you also like details of tax-exempt savings for children? YES I I 

Relationship to child: Parent/Guardian Q Grandparent Q Other) ) 
We’d like to keep you informed about other Royal Liver 

products that might interest you. If you object, tick here f 1 


NO STAMP NEEDED • NO OBLIGATION • NOBODY WILL CALL 


• THE GAME can be played by two to four players, 
although it is best with four. Ideally, a fifth person should 
act as quizmaster, but this is not essential. Players represent 
four political leaders: John Major. Bill Clinton. Boris 
Yeltsin and Jacques Delors. The youngest player should be 
John Major, die second youngest Bill Clinton, the third 
Boris Yeltsin, and the oldest Jacques Delors. You may cut 
out the caricatures of the four political figures bdow to act 
as markers or use any small object instead. 

• PLAYERS take turns to answer questions in their 
character's list in ascending order of age. Questions can be 
answered in any order the player chooses. Score off each ! 
question as it is correctly answered- A correct answer will 
allow the player to move his or hermadoer the same number 
of spaces as the question’s number (for example, question 7 
allows the marker to move seven spaces forward). Players 
are allowed only one attempt to answer a question per mm. 

If they give an incorrect answer, their counter stays where it 

is until the next turn, when die same question must be 
attempted again. If the answer is still wrong, the same 
question must be tackled on successive turns until it is 
answered oorrectiy. 

• IF A COUNTER lands at die foot of a ladder, it climbs to 
the top of that ladder. Similarly, a counter that lands on the 
head of a snake slides down to the end of die snake’s tail 
Note that one snake has two heads: counters landing on 
either square 46 or 47 must go bade to square 44. 

• WHEN approaching the end of the game, square 70 — 
Re-election, players can only finish without answering all 
the questions in their list if their counter lands on square 70 
itself after moving the full number of spaces won by 
answering die most recent question correctly. If the player 
overshoots square 70. he or she must count the additional 
moves backwards on the board — for example, a player 
answering question 4 correctly while his or her counter is on 
square 67 must move three spaces forward and then one . 
back (total four) and will land on square 69, unless the 
question is the last remaining unanswered on his or her list 
If the question is the last one on the player's list the player is 
deemed to have finished if die correct answer carries the 
counter up to or beyond square 70. The first player to reach 
square 70. or to pass it having answered all the questions 
correctly, is the winner. 

• IF A PLAYER has answered all the questions in his or her 
list correctly without reaching square 70, die player is 
allowed to continue playing by answering any hitherto 
unanswered questions remaining on the list of the player 
whose turn preceded his or her own (for example, if Jbhn 
Major is still on square 65 after answering all the Major 
questions correctly, the player may attempt any unan- 
swered questions remaining on Jacques Odors’ list). If all 
the questions have been answered correctly but stiB no 
player has reached square 70, die winner is the player 
whose counter is on die highest numbered square. 
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I. In which country was Christmas 
podding taken off the prescription fist 
of medicines this year? 
a) Prance 


cj United Kingdom 
d) United Stats 

2. John Major's father was 

a) a garden gnome 

b) a musachaH artiste ■ - 
d Mayor of Woking 

d) a bank, manager 

3. Forwfakh bank (fid John Major 
work? 

a) Bank of C omm erce and Credit 

International 

fa) Bank of England 

3 Basque Paribas 

d) Standard Chartered Bank 

4. Where was John Major a 
conndBtu? 

a) Wandsworth 


4 Westminster 

5. How many Ar4evel passes did 
John Major get from school? 

a) None 

b) Two. 

c) Three 

Anas yw undisclosed number 

6. What was John Meat's but job 

before becoming prime adzdstett 
a) Chancellor of the Exchequer 
b} Financial Secmaiy to the 
Treasury 

4 Foreign Secretary ... 

d) Leader of the House 

7. John Major's brother Teny is 
a) redundant since 1989 

ty a company director 
ej a train driver 
dj a car-park attendant 

8. How old is John Major 
according to PrhateEfcs Secret 
Diaiy of John Mbgot? 

a) 11* 

b) thinysornething 
430h gust over the limit) 
d)47* 

9. What was John Major's wife’s 
book about; 

a) Bailing 

bjfasfakm . 

3 opera 
d) politics 

10. Which is sridto be John 
Major's preSened food; 

a) bananas 

b) parsnips 

cj scrambled eggs 
d) humble pie . . 

1 1 . Which was not among John 
Majors Desert island Disai 

4 The Best is Yet to Come 

b) Rhapsody in Blue ' 

c) Elgar's Cockaigne Overture 

d) Mad scene from Luda di 
Lammermoor 

12. Which did John Major choose 
as bis desert island foamy?. 

a) The Oval cricket ground 
bj John Arictfs commentary on . 
Bradman's last barings 

cj a Rubik cube 
d) Chelsea’s Stamford Bridge 
football ground • . 

13. Where was John Majors . 
childhood spent? • - 

a) Hyde Park 

b) Gorky Park 
3 Moor Park 

d) Worcester Park 


LWhat Is BUI Cfinton's home 
town called? 


a) 

bf 

cj Charity 
d) Dodge City 

2. What is BID Cfinton’s wife’s 
Christian name? 

aJHflary 

b) Hillary 
cjHDlexy 
d>HBtoiy 

3. What Is the name of KH 
Chilton's cat? 

1* 

4! 
d) Slippers 

4. What was the book which 


4 chicken '* 

d? broccoli S 

7. Howmarirvotes (fid Bfll jf 

Omtanwinm the electoral college; 

H270 £ 

S 370 * 

538 • • • Jr 

8. In what position did BID ' \a 

Q ia t on finish in the New Hfampcht 'll. 
Penm d a fc primary? 4 

a) first cm 

bjlast ! f 

c) second Z 

d) third . s 

9. Tn just one state BID Cfinlon 1 § * 

fnri she d third in the N d w em b er ■ '£ 

presidential election. Was it | 

a) Texas | 

b) Maine . 

4 South Dakota. <r 

*9 Utah J 

10. What is the Christian name of 1 
the wifecrfBOl Cfinton’s vice- - & 
president, A1 Gore? 
a) Buss i 

bJTipper. J )» 

4Domptruck 

d) Laurie ,I| 

II .Who accompanied Mr and -I | 
Mrs C£n ton when they went on 
honeymoon? jg 

a) Mr Omtan’s mother Ijt 

bl Mr Clinton’s brother ! | g 

c) Mr and Mrs A1 Gore gi 

<Q Mrs CJinton’s brothers ;I J 

12* Which musical instrument l| § 

does Bmcfintoa play? jf I 

(^saxophone It § 

t fr trumpe t . a Jf 

4 drams ' ' 9 h 

(Bvibes • I ft 

13; Who has Bill Clinton In' 

■CTW ited as his White House df k ' 
staff? gi 

^RayMacShany I §, 

bj Ronald McDonald I . , 

0 Trevor Macdonald If 

4 Thomas McLarty I 3 ' 


















.is Yeltsin Mas mayor or 

in grad 

isk 

risk 

scow 

at is Boris Yeltsin's vice- 
tent called? 
skoi 
ski 
dioi 

30i 

» Yeltsin's first name is 
sa 

irtchka 

na 

istasia 

<v did Boris Yeltsin rally 

ft during the attempted coup? 

iding in from of a tank 

fag a tank 

rbing on a tank 

iking a tankful 

ere was Boris Yeltsin's 

oarters at the time of die 

ptedcoup? 

White House 
: Kremlin 
Lubianka 
■Hermitage 

w did President Bnsb give 
reitsin? 

electronic tennis tutor 
fang rod 

'.lion dollars in aid 
tie hmch in his lap 
ich did tbe KGB bug? 
is Ydtsi&’s mobile phone 
aol id ay villa in the Crimea 
wh house 

steering with the IMF 
b do Boris Ydtsin, Sean 
ny and Severiano BaBesteras 
-i common? 

ebership of a Moscow golf 

CnumberOOT 
ive made television ads 
liar wigs 

H did Boris Ydtsin do Mien 
*14? 

asxpeUed from school for 
. icing his teacher 
w exams 

KxpeBed from school for 
•k 

aid a new constitution for 
kjet Union 

. Vb did Boris Ydldn study 
a c left school? 


gwring 
ct graces 


ahL Boris Ydtsin was Involved 
tadaL Did it Involve 
' Dig in the river Moskva 
in side over the Japanese 
feiinisier 


M&ag kickbacks as head of 
tase-buOding 
jw Yeltsin's home town is 
acfcrinaburg 
tetovsk 
Fersburg 
« 

Sfch is Boris Yeltsin's 
■we food? 
jttbeariS 

kfinald's hamburgers 
fernade meal dumplings 
Mje 


1 . Jacques Ddon was mayor of 

a) Paris 

b) Brussels 
cJOichy 

4) Bordeaux 

2. What does Jacques Ddors have 
m common with Helmut Kohl and 
President Mitterrand's wife? 

a) all are dressed by Pierre Outfit 

b) all address President Mitterrand 
as vous (German Sie) 

c) aO smoke cigars 

4 all are honorary doctors of 
Edinburgh University 

3. Jacques Deters borne town Is 

a) Condom 

b) Nancy 
d Paris 

d) LunfeviDe 

4. What did Jacques Ddors do 
when he was 1ST 

a) was expelled from school for 
denouncing his teacher 

b) failed exams 

c) was expeOed from school for 
bullying 

d) drafted a new constitution for 
France 

5. What did Jacques Delors study 
after leaving school? 

a) horse-radng form 

b) drama 

c) theology 
4 law 

6. What was Jacques Ddors* first 
encounter with socialism? 

a) drawing unemployment benefit 

b) touring with a young people's 
amateur theatrical company 

c) running a trade union 

d) heading a wine co-operative 

7. Jacques Delors once worked for 

a) Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International 

b) Banque de France 

e) Banque Nationale de Pans 

d) European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop mem 
S. Whose presidential campaign 
did Jacques Delors run? 

a) Jacques Chaban-Ddmas 

b) Jacques Ddors 

4 Vatoy Giscard d’Esiaing 
d) Francois Mitterrand 

9. Jacques Delors once headed 
a) the Banque de France 

fa) the French football ream 
d the French national planning 
commission 

d) the European Parliament 

10. What was Jacques Delors 
before becoming EC president? 

a) French finance minister 

b) French interior minister 

d French agriculture minister 
4 French foreign minister 

11. Mine Debts’ Gist name is 
a) Marianne 

14 Brigitte 

c) Ecu 
4 Marie 

12. Which does Jacqpes Delors 
share with John Major? 

a) going to football matches 

fa) dining at Happy Eaier 
da house in Burgundy 
4 an in-house burgundy 

13. Which does Jacques Delors 
read first fa the mornings? 

a) jleMonde 

b) The Times 
d VEtfuipe 
6)Fmandan\mcs 


Vaulting virtue, 
slippery vice 

T he popular family game of snakes and ladders 
originated as a system for the moral instruction 
of young people in India. Virtues, in the shape of 
ladders. allowed players to reach their goal— heaven, or 
nirvana — quickly. The vices, represented by snakes, 
forced players back down towards earth (or, in some 
versions, hen). 

In the Indian game Moksha-Patamu there were 12 
vices (snakes) but only four virtues (tadderi). Such 
games have been known in India for centuries and early 
18tb-centuzy examples survive, many of them painted 
on cotton playsheers and beautifully illustrated. 

When the game was introduced to Britain in the 
19th century, the earliest examples retained the pine’s 
moral principles. An example of snakes and ladders 
designed for the English market and printed in Bavaria 
at the end of the 19th century ended with a scroll of the 
names of well-known personalities whom the players 
would be expected to look up to as virtuous rote models. 

A slightly earlier variant, also printed in Bavaria, 
was called Kismet (meaning “fate”) and was 
intended to show children that if they were good 
and obedient, life would be more rewarding. It had 13 
snakes, illustrating the dire consequences of disobedi- 
ence and naughtiness, and eight ladders to promote 
good behaviour. 

In later English versions the ethical purpose 
gradually degenerated and finally disappeared. In 
some versions in the 1920s there were still vestigial 
indications of the game's origin: for example, a Boy 
Scout performing a good deed at the bottom of the 
longest ladder, But another 1920s example, featuring 
Charlie Chaplin, used the ladders not for climbing up 
but as downward slides. 

Although games were produced in Germany for the 
English market, snakes and ladders remains curiously 
unfamiliar in other countries of Europe. Irving FTnfceL 
assistant keeper of Western and Asiatic antiquities at 
the British Museum, who has a collection of about 30 
antique snakes, and ladders games, says he has never 
been able to find any examples on the Continent 

D esigning snakes and ladders boards offers 
great freedom. Although square boards are 
now conventional (usually with 100 squares), 
some ear{y versions both in India and in Britain 
adopted a circular, spiral format 
The Times’s own Christmas version of the game is 
unusual in adopting, for reasons of layout an 
asymmetrical 70 -square layout and taking a political 
theme in which the hazards and “action squares” (at the 
head of snakes and feet of ladders) represent political 

events of the sort which enlivened 1992 and could make 

1993 either triumphant or catastrophic.^ 

The Timers game is also exceptional in being driven 
not by the chance throw of dice, as is customary, bui by 
the intellectual prowess of the players answering a 
testing series of questions. 

Finally we believe we have introduced a unique 
feature: the double-headed snake. Watch out for him! 
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You can be confident in 
FRENCH, SPANISH 

GERMAN or ITALIAN 
in 3% weeks. 


Von get a much wanner response whan 
yoH travel, and command more respect in 
business, H yon speak another language. 

So why do most people lack the confi- 
dence to (earn one? Often because 
traditional methods put too much emphasis 
on reading and writing. The common 
cojnpfBim is 1 can read a bit of French - but 
1 can't speak if. 

Accelerated Learning is different You 
learn the way you learned English. Through 
a unique combination of seeing, hearing 
and doing. Sa learning is fast effective and 
actually fun. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learning. By imitating the 
actions on a unique video and repeating the 
words you see on super titles, you team 
many key phrases quickly and easily. 
Watching and imitating ishowyou started 
to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series 
of realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
cassettes. They cover all the important 
situations you'll meet and you absorb 
vocabulary without thinking about it There 
are parts you can practise in the car and 
even a part where the story is repeated to 
music. The words become as easy to 
remember as a song. 

Visual Learning. In your book the foreign 
language has the English text immediately 
alongside. It helps you absorb the words 
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are 
vividly and memorably illustrated. When 
you recall the images, you recall the 
words. A. 



Professor of Education, Dr Noel Entwistle 
confirms it incorporates all the latest and 
important discoveries in a unique way'. 
Balmain High School enthused "We 
condensed 3 years work into 3 months. 
We're amazed at the level of proficiency 
and fluency*. 

Tool Involvement There ere dozen, of 7 “ "* th ™ <* c “ ! “ mBrs - 
gen.ee end ectividestn get V nu using your new J ,„ d s „ pertor 






language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, 
the Name Game, unlocks the meaning of 
thousands of words from the very first day. 




IS DAY FREE TRIAL g 

GUARANTEE 


FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 


Can you really speak well in 5W weeks? 
the record so fa r was 31 hours of r 
study to pass the Institute of | 

Linguists Primary Certificate. > 


method. They include British Airports, Ford. 
Telecom and I.C.i. 


NOW PROVE IT TO YOURSELF - FREE 


Try Accelerated Learning FREE for 15 days. 
If you are not completely satisfied that it is 
the most enjoyable* way to learn a lan- 
guage in the fastest possible time - return 
the course and you will have paid nothing. 
That's how sure wa are. 

*tt a anpaitani to HW nut [Mh bwu nobwitan and un* 
VOS, spa* nuunfhr after tan hat you ton 


French □ German □ 
Spanish '□ Italian □ 


Physical Learning Video. 
This revolutionary video (worth 
£11.95) immerses you in the 
language in the same 
way that you learned 
your native tongue. 
It's REE if you order 
a language course 
within 7 days. 



lBndosanypiaeiMDemd|BpattMraKflbepnc8S8Hliiqiil 
decide to tety my course ritar 15 ttys) 
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araertw minty nnwferi taeadiflto 
I enclose nydmjw tort ordtHqfVtaMas 

«B»uLjiimiiriLn.- tar - j - 

NAME MrtMal b 

ADDRESS 



SIGNATURE. 

TdipAman . 
w fia w aw 


nuaUMHaBCKo. 



r REi PHONE CRDEF 


accelerated learning (0800 > 243351 


ACCELERATED LEARNING SYSTEMS LTD., 50 AYLESBURY ROAD, ASTON CUNT0N, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. ffi>22 5AH. mEPHQNE KS (0296) 631177 
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SALES GUIDE 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 1992 


Nicole Swengley has pounded the pavements of our cities and towns in search of the best buys to be had in the sales. 

__ Reduction, of uj 

Tfc t ' ' ■ . r^assaha^-r.?-.i-4>ii1 to50pcrccmoffn.ans.ami . 

Bargain 
hunters 
start here 


• LONDON STORES 

Anting £i Hobbs. Clapham 
Junction. SWI I (071-228 S877) 
Dec 28- Jan 30: Up to SO per cent 
off linens, cookware, carpels, cur- 
tain and beds, plus reductions in 
all fashion departments. 

Amv & Now, Victoria Street. 

SW) (071-83-1 1234 I 
Dec 2S-Jan 30: Selected co- 
ordinates by Betty Barclay. ARA 
and Jeff Banks reduced by 50 per 
cent. One third off branded collec- 
tions by Galipetre. Mexx. Wild 
Bunch and SSC. Weekender 
ranges of casual co-ordinates half 
price. Men's Pringle lambswool 
sweaters reduced from £69.99 to 
£19.99. Generous reductions on 
lighting, furniture, carpets and 
cookware. 

Barkers, Kensington High 
Street. W8 (07 1-93 7 5432) 

Dec 28-Jan 50: Reductions in 
electricals, cookware, lighting, fur- 
niture. Chinese carpets and rugs. 
Fashion and menswear as for 
Army & Navy. 

Debenhams. Oxford Street. 

IV l (07 J-5S0 3000) and branches 
nationwide 

Dec 28-end Jan (open Dec 26 and 
27 in Scotland!. Big "Early Bird" 
discounts on first day of sale, 8.30- 
10am. Large discounts on selected 
items in all departments. 

Dickens Q Jones. Regent 
Street, Wl (071-734 7070) 

Dec 28-end Jan: Reductions in- 
clude linens, cookware, upholstery, 
beds and soft furnishings, with 
many items ax half price. Fashions 
for men and women as for Array & 
Navy. 

DU. Evans. Oxford Street, 

Wl ( 071-62* SSOO) 

Dec 28-Jan 30: Reductions on 
electricals. TV/audio equipment, 
carpets and furniture. Fashions for 
men and women as for Army & 
Navy. 

Fenwick. New Bond Street. W I 
(071-629 9161) 

Dec 28-Jan 23 (closed Jan I): Up 
to 30 per cent off designer collec- 
tions. includinq Nicole Farhi. Paul 
Costelloe. Betty Jackson. Marella. 
Mondi, Betty Barclay. 

Fortnum tf Mason. ISt 
Piccadilly. Wl (071-734 S040) 

Jan b onwards; Large reductions 
on designer fashions. Preview for 
account customers Jan 5. 

Harrods. Knightsbridge.SWI 
(071-730 1234) 


Jan 6-30: Substantial reductions in 
every department. Toshiba 34in 
Nicam /Teletext 3409 TV reduced 
from El. 499 to E999. Mide W701 
hydro malic washing-machine 
from £895 to E795. Derwent 
Baslow three-piece suite from 
£f.950 to £1.195. For first four 
days of sale shoppers spending 
£200 or more in a single transac- 
tion can enter draw for a Jaguar 
XJS convertible. 

Harvey Nichols. 

Knightsbridge. t/jndon SW1 
(07 1 -23 S 5000 ) 

Dec 29-end Jan: Between 25 and 
50 per cent off selected designer- 
label fashion and good reductions 
on china. Extra 10 percent off on 
first four days of side, including - 
new accounts opened. 

John Lewis, Oxford Street, Wl 
(071-629 77 1 Hand Brent Cross 
Shopping Centre 
(OS 1-202 6535). 

Dec 30-Jan 9 (closed Jan 1): Wide 
selection of Jonelle bedlinen. plain 
and patterned quilt covers. Reduc- 
tions on 13 styles of beds, includ- 
ing Relyon. Special purchase 
single divan set El 99, and padded 
headboards from E29.50. Special 
purchase Philips Nicam/TV with 
remote control and Teletext E699. 

liberty. Regent Street, Wl 
(071-734 1234) 

Dec 28-end Jan: Joseph Tricot 
chenille jumper reduced from 
E205 to £136. Liberty tana lawn 
shirts from £45 to £32.50 and tana 
lawn waistcoats from E49 to £29. 
Imperfect Liberty silk scarves. £39. 
Children's hand-smocked Liberty 
print dresses from £1 29 to E64.50. 
Imperfect Liberty furnishing 
prints 1 00 per cent cotton. I37cm 
wide. £7.95 per metre. 

Peter Jones. Sloane Square . 

SWI (071-7303434) 

Dec 30-Jan 9 (dosed Jan 1): Half 
price Edinburgh crystal “seconds”; 
35 per cent off Smart Crystal 
“seconds" and 40 per cent off 
Kinver "seconds". Bed and table 
linens, furniture, radios and TVs 
reduced. 

Selfiidges, Oxford Street. Wl 
( 071-629 1234) 

Dec 28 onwards (open Jan l, 
lOam-ftpm): One third off selected 
wo menswear. including Jasper 
Coman. Caroline Charles. Cerruti 
and Yves St Laurent Variation. 
Paul Costelloe items reduced by 
hall One third off men's selected 
items, induding Louis Feraud, 
Moschino. Kenzo. Valentino and 



Cerruti. Entire ranges of children's 
Levi's clothing and unisex sldwear 
reduced to dear. Half-price Butler 
& Wilson. Adrien Mann and 
Sarah Booth jewellery. Good re- 
ductions on china, glass, linens, 
silverware and furniture. Self- 
ridges' fashion consultant Rosa- 
lind Alder, offers free guidance 
around the bargains (phone for 
appointment on extn. 3 1 97). 


• OUT OF TOWN STORES 
Allders: Basildon (020S 
527S5S). Bnmley (081-464 
6533). Camberlev(0276 
692122). Chatham (0634 
407377 1. Crovdon (OS 1-68 1 
2577). Hull (04S2 24353). 
Portsmouth (0705 821 2211, 
Sutton (OS 1-642 6000) and 
Eltham (household 
department only. OS I -850 9911). 


IT 


HARVEY NICHOLS 


r 






Up to 50% off. Starts Tuesday 29th. 

To save even more throughout the store, open a Harvey Nichols Account * before Saturday 
2nd January 1993 and get an extra 10 % off all sale items during the first 4 days of the sale. 

HARVEY NICHOLS 

KNIGHTSBRIDGE LONDON SWI 071 235 5000 

Opening hours: 29th and 30th December; 10am - 8pm. 31st December, 1st January and 2nd January: 10am - 6pm. 

-Subject to statin- FuB written details available art request. 


Dec 28-Jan 30: Up to 50 per cent 
off linens, cookware, carpets, cur- 
tains and beds, plus reductions in 
all fashion departments: for exam- 
ple, Jacques Vert ladies’ jackets 
from £89 to £58.99. Philips 21 in 
Fast ext TV reduced from 099.99 
to £ 299 . 99 ; Whirlpool dishwaster 
from £379.99 to £299.99. 

Beanies: Victoria Street, 
Wolverhampton (0902 223 II) 
and branches at Birkenhead 
(05 1-64 7 6642). Burtan-on-Trent 
(02S3 5 155 1 5). Dudley (0384 
459922/. Northampton (0604 
21111). Solihull (021-705 
81111), Sutton Coldfield (021- 
3556123). Worcester 
(0905 723456). 

Dec 29-end Feb (open Jan I, 
!Oam- 5pm): Half-price reductions 
on selected items and 25 per cent 
off in all departments, including 
women's and men's fashions, 
child renswear. toys, kitchenware, 
china, glass. linens, electricals, 
radio and TV equipment 

Bentalls, Wood Street . 
Kingston-upon-Thames f 081-546 
1001). Lakeside, Thurrock 
(0708 8600771. Ealing ( 081-567 
5040). Worthing (0903 
23) SOIL Bracknell (0344 
424678). Tonbridge (0732 
771177) and Tunbridge Wells 
(0892525223). 

Dec 3 1 -Jan 30 (Dec 2S-Jan 30 at 
Lakeside): Reductions in aU de- 
partments: half off all marked safe 
prices on Blue Cross Day. Jan 30. 

Denners. High Street, Yeovil 
(0935 74444) and Half Moon 
Street . Sherborne 
( 0935 812168 ) 

Dec 28-Jan 23 (Yeovil), Dec 29- 
Jan 23 (Sherborne): Substantial 
discounts in all departments, in- 
duding half-price reductions an 
Liz Claiborne. Jacques Vert. 
Alexon. Windsmoor. 

House of Fraser, including 
Bath —Jollvs. Milsom Street 
(0225 46281 1). Cardiff - 
Howells, St Mar/s Street (0222 
231055), Cheltenham - 
Cavendish House. The 
Promenade (0242 52 1300). 
Darlington — Bin ns. High Row 
(0325 462606). Edinburgh — 
Frasers. Princes Street (031-225 
24 72). Exeter — Dingles. High 
Street. (0392 5924 1). Gateshead 
Metro Centre (09 1-493 
2424). Glasgow — Buchanan 
Street (04 1-221 3880), Hull 
— Hammonds, Paragon Square 
1 0482 2695 1). Manchester— 
Kendalls. Deansgate 
(06 1-832 34 14). 

Dec 28-Jan30 (closed Jan 1 in 
Scotland): See Army & Navy. 
London, for details. 

Jenncrs, 4S Princes Street. 
Edinburgh (031-225 3442) 

Dec 29-Jan 30 (dosed Jan 1): 
Assorted fashion designer knit- 
wear, selected Lapidus trousers 
and Tricoville suits reduced by 50 
per cent One third off Arthur Price 
cutlery canteens. 

John Lewis, including 
Aberdeen. Bristol. Edinburgh. 
High Wycombe. Kingston. 
MiUon'Kcynes, Peterborough and 
Welwyn. Also at Bain bridge, 
Newcastle upon Tyne: Bonds. 
Norwich: Calqps. Windsor. 

Cole Brothers, Sheffield: Heelas. 
Reading: Jessops. 

Nottingham: Knight & Lee. 
Southsea: George Henry Lee. 
Liverpool: Robert Say te. 
Cambridge: Trains, Watford-, 
and TTwre/f C Green, 

Southampton. 

Dec 30-Jan 9 (dosed Jan I in 
England. Jan 1-2 in Scotland); 
5 pedal purchase Peter Reed 100 
per cent Egyptian cotton bedlinen. 


induding single sheets £ 1 6, double 
£22. king-size E29.50. Jonelle ex- 
tra-fine 50/50 bedlinen in five 
colours reduced for clearance. 
Spedal purchases: Philips 28in 
Nicam/TV with remote control 
and Teletext £699. single divan set 
£199. David Paine Butley leather 
sofa E950. chair £525. 

Lewis’s, induding Liverpool — 

40 Ranelagh Street (051-709 


Burbenys. IS Hamarket. 

London SWI (071-930 3343); 

165 Regent Street. Wl (071- 
734 4060) and branches. 

Dec 28 for approx two weeks: 
Classic weatherproofs for women 
reduced from £300 to £150. and 
for men from £365 to£l 50. 

Ally Capellino ; 95 Wqrdour 
Street. London Wl 
t07 1-494 0768) 



7000). Manchester— Market 
Street (06 I -236 3200), Stoke-on- 
Trent — Lamb Street (0782 
20233 1). Leeds — The Head row 
(0532 43 13)3). Ojtfont - 27 
Westgttfe Street (0865 244 99 1). 
Dec 28 onwards. 

Owen Owen, induding 
Coventry — Broadgata (0203 ■ 
633533), Liverpool — Clayton 
Square (05 1-709 60601. Chester 
— Bridge Street (0244 
323 1 12). and branches 
nationwide. 

Dec 28 onwards. 

Riceman. St George's Lane, 
Canterbu ty ( 022 7 766866) 

Dec 28-Jan 23: Between 33 and 
50 per cent off selected hems. 

• FASHION 

Austin Reed. 103- 1 J3 Regent 
Street. London Wl (Q71-734 
6789). and brunches 
nationwide 

Dec 28 for three weeks (Dec 29 in 
London’s City branches): Full 40 
per cent off blouses and antique 
tartan walking shorts. AH designer 
wear, induding Paul Costelloe. 
Yves St Laurent and K.L by Karl 
Lagerfeld, half price. One third off 
aQ knitwear and more than one 
third off shins. Account customers 
get an extra 5 per cent off safe 
goods Dec 28-30. 

Aquascutum. 100 Regent 
Street. London Wl 
(071-734 60901 

Dec 28-cnd Jan: Women's camel- 
hair coats reduced from £7-19 to 
£395, classic raincoats from £295 
to £175. Men's bargains include 
wool coats reduced from £325 to 
£250. suits from £295 to £195. 
Duffel coals, cotton Insure jackets, 
cashmere knitwear, crested 
sweatshirts and long-sleeved polo 
shirts all reduced by half. 

Blazer. 1 70 Oxford Street. 

London Wl (071 -637 300 l)and 

branches nationwide. 

Dec 2S for approx two weeks. 
Good reductions. 


Jan 2 for at least three weeks: 
Reductions of 30 per cent, and 50 
per cent across the mainline ADy 
Capellino collection Hearts of Oak, 
Aliy Capellino menswear and 
Mini Capellino.Woo! print palazzo 
pants reduced from £149 to £75. 
jersey wrap skins to E69. 

Caroline Charies, 56-57 
Beauchamp Place. London, SW3 
( 071-2253197) 


Esprit. 6 Sloane Street. I 

London. SWI (071-245 9139), \ 
arid Whitelqys. Queensway. I 
W2 (071-229 74361 J 

Dec 28 fbrone month (open Jan I 

1 )am-4pm): Up to 60 per cent 
reductions on all sale stock. j 

Et Vous. 126 King's Road. j 

London. SVV3 (07 1-823 8948) | 

Dec (7- Jan 14: Discounts from 
30 per cent 

Nicole Fahri. I Carnaby _ l 
Court. London Wl (07 1-2S7 J 
8787): 12 Floral Street. WC2 
(071-497 87 13); 27 Hampstead 
High Street, NW3 (07 1 -43 5 
0866): 193 Sloane Street. SWI \ 
(071-235 0877); 25 St j 

Christopher's Place. Wl ; 

(071-4863416). .1 

Dec 1 8-end Jan: Up to one third | 
off all stock ! 

Gteves & Hawkes. 1 Savile 
Row. London Wl (07 1 - 434 
2001). 18 Lime Street. EC3 
(071-283 4914) and 64 Cannon 
Street. EC4 (071-329 04 731 
Dec 29 onwards (SavQe Row open j 
Dec 28 and Jan 1. 1 Oam- 5 pm: j 
Pure wool business suits reduced . 
from £325 to £225. classic wool 
blazer from £295 to £195. silk ties 
from £45 to E20 (three or more. £1 7 
each), wide range of shirts from 
£59 m £35 and band-lasted shoes 
from £150 to £80. | 

Margaret Howell. 29 
Beauchamp Place. London , SW3 
(071-584 2462) and 24 Brook 
Street, Wl ( 071-495 4S8S) <* 

Jan 2 for about three weeks: 
Discounts from 30 per cent. 

Betty Jackson. 3 1 1 Brampton 
Road, London SW3 
(071-589 7884/ 

Dec 29 onwards: Up to 50 percent 
off all winter suck. 

Jaeger, 200-206 Regent 
Street, London Wl (07 1-734 
S21 I/and branches 
Dec 28 onwards Black and white 
three-quarter coat reduced from 
£259 to £149. wool gabardine 
blazer from £249 to £149. with 
trousers to match from El 1 9 to E69 
and skirt to match Grom £105 to 
£59. classic silk shirt Grom £105 to 
E69. classic knitwear horn £99 to 
£69, primed overshin from £89 to 
£49. Gobd reductions on belts, 
handbags and scarves. 

Karl Lagerfeld, 173 New 
Bond Street, London Wl 
(071-493 6277) 

Sale now on: Up to 40 per cent 
reductions. 

Knickerbax— branches 
nationwide 

Dec 26 onwards: Reductions on 
lingerie, boxer shorts anti 
nightwear. 

MaxMam. 153 New Bond 
Street, London Wl (07 1-491 
4748) and 32 Sloane Street. 

SWI (071-235 7941) 

Jan 2 for about three weeks: 30 to 
40 per cent discount on selected 
womenswearand accessories. 

Next. 54-60 Kensington High 
Street London W8 (071-938 
4211) and brandies 
nationwide. 

Dec 28 for about two weeks; Dec 
26 in Scotland (dosed Jan 1); Dec 
29 at City brandies in London: 
Women's chocolate double-breast- 
ed jacket reduced hum £89.99 to 
£44.99. matching classic trousers 
from £46.99 to £23.49. Ivory silk 
shins from £59.99 to £29.99. lilac 
cardigan from £29.99 to £14.99. 
matching short-sleeved sweater 
from £24.99 to £1 2.49. Mist piped 
detail dress from £54.99 to E27.49. 

Principles — branches 

nationwide 

Dec 26 onwards: Between 20 and 
50 per cent discounts. 

Ouiser, 35 Brampton Road, 

London SW3 (071-S84 5439) 

Dec 28 onwards: 30 per cent 
reductions on many items 

John Richmond Shop, 2 
Newburgh Street. Condon Wl 
J07 1-734 5782) 

Jan 2 onwards: One third off all 
items, including Destroy jacket 
reduced from £338 to £225. 

Edina Ronay, 14 1 King's 
Road, London SW3 
(071-352 1085) 

Jan 5 onwards: Between 40 and 
50 per cent reductions, induding 
1940s-styie evening ertpe dress 
from £309 to £2 1 7. 

Scotch House, 2 Brampton 
Road. London SWI (071-58 1 
2151), 84 Regent Street. Wl 
(071-734 0203) and branches 
nationwide. 

Dec 28 for about three weeks: 
Reductions from about 30 per 
cent, induding women's round- 
neck knitwear reduced from E140 
to £99.50. 
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Sunns Monday 28th December 
at 10am (open until 7-30pm 
first day only). 
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1 1/12 Gees Court. Si Christophers 
Place, London Wl and W . 
At Home shop opposite. . 
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from Liberty fabrics, Bally shoes and Bechstein pianos to Divertimenti kitchenware and Sharps .fi^edbedroo^^ 

THE VINTAGE MAGAZINE CO, . i u>«nn« n» 27<nd JflO 


Simpson, Piccadilly, London 
Wl (071-734 2002) 

Dec 28-Jan 30: 25 to 30 per cent 
oil art stock, including half-price 
Daks and designer wear for men 
and women. Daks wool jacket 
reduced from £149 to £74, match- 
ing skirt from £159 to £79. 
Michael Sungari evening suit 
from £389 to £! 94. Valentino wool 
dress from £309 to £154. Daks 
men's cashmere jacket reduced 
from E699 to E349. Simpson suits 
from £2 19 to £149, raincoats from 
£2 1 9 to £1 09. Derek Rose pyjamas 
from £49 to E29. Also, 30 to 50 per 
cent off selected Rayne and 
Ferragarno shoes. 

Stirling Cooper. 6 Piaon Place, 
London Wl (071-4873783). Call 
for local stockist 
Dec 28 for one month: Pin-stripe 
double-breasted jacket reduced 
from E69.99 to E34.95. trousers 
from £34.95. Top £19.95, gHet 
fromE29.99to£19.95. Floral print 
blouse from E24.99 to £19.99. 
Sarong skirt from £29.99 to 
£19.95 and floral prim dress from 
£34.99 to £29.95. Many substan- 
tial reductions. 

Thomas Pink. 35 Dover 
Street London Wl (071-493 
6775) and branches 
Dec 29-end Jan: Big reductions on 
a number of hems. 

Whistles, 12-14 St 
Christophers Place, London, Wl 
1071-487 4484) and branches 
Now until end Jan: Reductions 
indude Moschino sarin parka in 
Cheap and Chic range from £490 
to E245. 

• SHOES 

Ballv. 246 Oxford Street. 

London Wl (071-629 6045) and 
all branches 

Dec 28-end Jan. Good reductions. 

ManoloBlahnik. 49-50 Old 
Church Street, London SW3 
(071-3523863) 

Jan 15 onwards: 45 per cent or 
more off designer shoes for men 
and women. 

Charies Jourdan, 39 
Brompton Road. London, SW3 
(071-581 3333) 

Sale now on: 30 to 50 per cent off 
women's and men’s shoes. 

Fmtelli Rossetti, 196 Sioane 
Street, London. SW1 (071-259 
6397) and 177 New Bond 
Street. Wl (071-491 7066) 

Jan 6 for four wedts: 30 to 50 per 
cent off shoes, accessories and 
leather goods. 

James Taylor 0 Son, 4 
Paddington Street. Maiylebone 
High Street. London W1M 
3LA (071-9354149) 

Now until end Jan: Bespoke 
shoemaker offering charity promo- 
tion, Anyone trading in their least- 

loved shoes can claim £50 off a pair 

of new, made-to-measure James 
Taylor shoes. Discarded footwear 
will be donated to the Bondway 
Shelter for the homeless. 

Robert Clergerie. 67 Wigmore 
Street, London Wl 
(071-935 360 1) 

Jan 4 onwards: 20 per cent on 
shoes for the first two weeks and 40 
percent off later. 

Russell & Bromley. 24 New 
Bond Street. London Wl 
1071-629 6903) and branches 
From Dec 23: Reductions 
nationwide. 

The Small and Tall Shoe 
Shop. 71 Tor* Sheer. London Wl 
(071-7235321) 

Jan 6-9 for large sues; Jan 14-lb 
for small sizes Reductions on 
women’s footwear in rare and 
difficult fittings (only very small 
sizes 13-2 Hi and very large sizes 
8*2-1 1 1 *)- Many shoes, boots and 
sandals at half price or less. No 
extra charge for special colours or 
odd sizes ordered during sale. 


• INTERIORS 

Casa Fina. 132 Netting Hill 
Gate, London Wll (071-221 
91 12), 9 Centred Avenue, The 
Market, Covent Garden. WC2 
(071-836 0289) and 
branches. 

Jan 14-end Jan: Up to 50 per cent 
off lighting, ornaments and 
glassware. 

Colourwash, 165 
Chamberioyne Road. London 
NW10 (081-459 8918) 

Dec 29-Jan 30: U^ to 40 per cent 
off bathroom suites, including 
Sani tan’s Deco Berkeley. Jacob 
Delafon cast-iron baths from El 50. 
and brand-name suites at £350. 

The Conran Shop. 81 Fulham 
Road, London , SW3 
(071-589 7401} 

Jan 2-10: 30 per cent off uphol- 
stery; discounts throughout the 
store. 

Jane Churchill. 135 Sioane 
Street. London SW1 (071-730 
984 7), 151 Sioane Street, 

SWI (071-730 6379) and 3 
Christopher Place, St Albans. 

Hens (0727 860293). 

Dec 28-end Jan: Reductions on 
selected fabrics, wallpapers and 
home accessories. 

Crucial Trading, 77 
West bourne Park Road, London 
W2 (07 1-221 9000) and 4 
Barnabas Street, SWI 
(071-7300075) 

Jan 5-Feb 6: Up to 40 per cent off 
ten different sisal floor-coverings, 
including B816 Country Plaid 
reduced from El 1.65 per sq yd to 
E6.99 per sq yd; E872 candystxipe 
luxury quality Barieytwist from 
£1 8.35 per sq yd to E13.75 per sq 
yd; F802 Chin teaser from Sisool 
range from £25 persqyd to £17.50 
persqyd. 

Corns Mexican Tiles. 15 Ewer 
Street, London SE1 
(071-26 10941) 

Jan 4-30; Half price terracotta, 
glazed terracotta, ceramic floor 
tiles, hand-made Mexican wall 
and worktop tiles and Canterra 
stone tiles 60 per cent off Bono 
ceramic tiles. 

Descamps. 197 Sioane Street. 
London SWI (071-235 6957) 

Dec 29 for four weeks At least 35 
per cent off whole collec t ion of 
bedlinen. robes and towels. 

Do-It-All— branches 
nationwide 

Now until Jan 21: Reductions on 
pairn. wallpaper, tiles, doors and 
door furniture. 

S & B Evans 7a Ezra Street, 

London E2 (07 1-729 6635) 

Jan 3 only. 9am-1.30pm: Five 
display water gardens/foun tains, 
complete with pumps, reduced by 
half, including wail fountain re- 
duced from £1 10 to £55. Bumper 
"seconds" of terracotta and glazed 
garden pots and ceramic plaques 
at half price; 40 per cent off 
clearance items and 10 per cent off 
remaining stock and on all orders 
taken on day. 

Class Distinction. 196 New 
Kings Road. London SW6 
(071-7313460) j . 

Jan 2 for four weeks: Reductions 
on glass tables, docks and furni- 
ture: 25 per cent off fitted 
wardrobes. 

Thomas Goode. 19 SouthAudlgy 
Street. London Wl (071-499 
2823) and in Harvey Nichols 
(071-2355000) 

From Dec 28: Reductions or 30 
per cent on Wedgwood, Royal 
Worcester, Spode. Aynsley. 
Villerqy & Bocfa. Minton. Royal 
Crown Derby and Limoges china; 
also in Hermte. Cartier Collation 
and Deshouillitires designer dima. 
phis Apflco and Thomas informal 
china 30 per cent off Baccarat. St 
Louis, Stuart. Tudor and Royal 
Brierley glasses. Up to 50 per cent 



20 per cent off Drexd Heritage 
American furniture _ and 
Decape/Pickled Pine collections. 

Omega Furniture. Delamen 
Road, Cheshunt (0992 28494); 

21 Old Town, Stevenage 

(043S 722412) _ 

Sale now on: Up to £500 off 
selected suites and 10 per cent off 
new orders during sale 

purvesOPums.83 
Tottenham Court Road, London 
Wl (071-5308223) 

Dec28-Jan 30 (open Jan 1. 10am- 
5pm): 10 per cent off all oak 
furniture and upholstery with big- 
ger discounts off selected items. 

Sharps Bedrooms branches 
nationwide (for details of local 
branch and new brochure call 
free on 0800 789789) 

Dec 27-end Jan: Savings of up to 
50 per cent on many of Sharps' 
most popular fitted bedroom 
ranges. Orders fitted free with five- 
year guarantee. 

Simon Horn Furniture. 1 1 7- 
121 Wandsworth Bridge Road. 
London SW6 
(071-731 1279) 

Jan 4-30: 30 to 50 per cent 
discounts cm selected beds and 
furniture and 15 per cent reduc- 
tion on divans and mattresses, 
including prototypes, discontinued 
designs, cancelled orders and un- 
usual sims. Carved Madame du 
Barry bed reduced from E3.462 to 
£2.423 and a rosewood Lit Bateau 
dayhed from £2,013 to £1.000. All 
new orders placed for beds during 
sale reduced by £1 50. 

• LIGHTING 

Artemide. 17 Neal Street. 

London WC2 
(071-2402346) 

Jan 9-end Jan: 20 per ant 
reduction of all stock of designer 
lighting and generous reductions 
on ex-display items. 

London Lighting. 135 
Fulham Road. London SW3 
(071-5893612) 

Jan 9-end Jan: 10 per cent 
reduction off all stock. 

Miller Lighting, 197 Baker 
Street, London NW1 (071 -935 
0857) 

Sale now on: 50 to 75 per cent off 
all stock items. 


reducti ons in own silverware in 
four patterns. Shoppers during 
sale are automatically entered into 
a raffle for El .000-worth of mer- 
chandise of own choice. 

Meltons, 27 Bruton Place. 

London Wl (071-409 2938) 

Jan 4-30: 15 per cent discount on 
all stock of antique and contempo- 
rary decorative pieces inducting 
architectural door furniture, quilts, 
tapestty cushions, watercolours, 
glassware, lacquer and tole objects. 
Many items reduced by 25 per 
cent inducting hand-painted can- 
dle-shades. Limoges boxes and 
antique lustreware. 

Oggetti, 135 Fulham Road, 
London SW3 
(071-581 80881 

Jan f^end Jam Reductions of 10 
per cent on all stock and 70 per 
cent off selected items. 

Paperdiase. 3 Haymarket. 

London SWI (071-925 264 7) 
and branches , . 

From Dec 28: Huge reduawns 
including Christinas stock reduced 
by half. 

Paris Ceramics . 538 Kings 
Road. London SW6 (07 1-371 
7778 1 

Jan 4-16: Huge clearance sale 
indudes complete floors in terra- 
cotta and stone, remainders, sam- 
ples, old sizes, murals and border 
tiles. 18 sq yd antique white 
terracotta floor reduced from 
£2.000 to E850. Murals include 
"Consteflation" from £500 to £2 50, 
“Dana" from £450 to £225 and 
"Balloon" half-price at El 00. 


• ELECTRICAL 


The only compromise we've made 




-4G595SC 
Dishwasher 
Was £1100 
■'} Now £995 

■ j Save £105 

■ j KF5336SE1> 

”i Fridge Freezer 
■? Was £850 

■? Now £750 

Save £1 DO 

▼ W715 

Washing Machine 
Was £995 
Now £895 
Save £100 
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Tumble Dryer 
Was £625 
Now £550 
Save £75 

■4S2741 
Vacuum Cleaner 
Was £199 
Now £179 
Save £20 


Comp™ Ktro'cwdnomalya&io^Me'e.Bv,, 

IS OB tH© BfUC selection of NVele woshTqg machines, tumble 

the AUde C595SC dishwasher now avertable MjLGlC 

at £Q05 - on mctedHe saving of £105. ^ ^ g 

So. whilst we've compromised 

on the price, we recommend that you don't compromise on the product. 
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John Stefanidis Fabrics. 

Furniture and Objects, 261 
Fulham Road . London SW3 
(07 1-352 3537) 

Dec 29 for six weeks All tonnes 
reduced by 10 per ant inducting 
the Stripes and Foibles and lznik 
collections. Glass table lamps re- 
duced from £135 to £108. oval 
laminated trays from £75 to E60. 
silver-plated pots from E62 to 
£49.60. Reductions on stationery 
boxes, both fabric and wallpaper 

covered. Items can be sent by mat! 
order for out-of-London shoppers. 

Robert Stephenson, 1 Elystan 
Street, London SW3 (071-225 
2343) 

Jan 16-23: Between 10 and 30 per 
cent off Heriz, Mahal and Turkey 
carpets dated 1990-1930; up to50 
per ant off East European. Turk- 
ish and Persian kilims, 1900- 
1 960, and off contemporary hand- 
made needlepoints m Victorian 
and Aubusson designs. Reduc- 
tions of 10 to 50 per cent on aD 
rugs and runners. 

ViUeroy €) Boch. 203 Regent 
Street, London Wl 
(071-434 0249) 

Dec 28-end Jam 35 to 50 per cent 
off china tableware “seconds"; up 
to 50 per cent off crystal stemware 
“seconds"; 30 per cent off cutlery 
?nrt other clearance items. 

• FURNITURE 

77ie Bade Store. 330 King 
Street, London W6 
(081-7415022) 

Jan 2-31: 30 per cent off selected 
ergonomkallyderigned seating 
and furniture, including deskmg 
and writing slopes. 

Consequences, 94 Broadway, 
Tolworth. Sumy (081-3905214) 
Sale now oru Good reductions on 
furniture with 25 per cent off fitted 
wardrobes. 

Futon Compary. 169 
Tottenham Court Road. London 
Wl (071-636 9984): 654 
Fulham Road. London SW6 
(071-736 9190): 138Notting 
HOI Gate, London Wl 1 (07 1-72 7 
9252): 30 Battersea Rise. 

London SWI 1 ( 071-228 4546): 

147 Chiswick High Road, 

London W4 (OS 1-994 9399): • 6 
White ladies Road. Bristol 
(0272 733383). 

Sale now on: Up to 25 per cent 
discount on futons, beds and 
sofabeds, and up to 10 per cent off 
most other stock. 

Heafs. 196 Tottenham Court 
Road, London Wl ( 071-636 
1666 ) and Tunsgate, 

Guildford 
(0483 5767 15) 

Dec 28-Jan 30: Havana console 
burr-oak table reduced from £950 
to £855. matching dining table 
from £1.325 to El,125; rsmn 
Baghdad chair fran £369 to £295; 
Hmed and fumed nak library 
bfi oiewKE from £1,285 to £1,135. 
Up to 25 per cent off selesed sofas, 
20 per cent off Ideal's own beds. 
Relyon Hawraham bed reduced 
from £14)39 to £880. 20 per cou 
off most rags, 25 per ant off 
wood slat blinds and 
fabrics, 35 per cent off selected 
lampshades, 25 per cent off select 
ed lamp bases, 50 per cent off 
Sflpwri towels, 20 per cent off 
sud fwrl cookware and up to 25 per 
cent off cutlery ranges. Reductions 
on many one-off pieces of furniture 
that are either buyers' samples, 
shop-soiled or slightly markttl at 
London store. 

John Lewis of Hungpford at 
Liberty. Regent Street. London 
Wl (071-734 1234x2370) 


and Park Street. Hungetford, 
Berkshire (0488 682066) 

Dec 28-end Jan (liberty); Jan 4- 
end Jan (Hungerford): 1 5 per cent 
off furniture and Countryside 


acossones- 


Maples. 145 Tottenham 
Court Road. London Wl 
(071-3877000) 


Dec 26-end Jan: First-day offers, 
three-day offers and seven-day 
offers throughout store. “Early 
bird" window features many items 
at half-price or less. For example. 
Marquis wall unit reduced from 
El ,799 m £799; Marquis table and 
four diairs from £1,799 to £799. 
Complimentary bottle of cham- 
pagne to first six people in queue. 
First day only, free underlay on all 
carpets (min. order £399). First 
three days only, 80 per cent 
wool/20 per cent nylon twist-pile 
carpet reduced from £22.99 per sq 
yd to £1 5.99 per sq yd. First seven 
days only. Buddngham Axminster 
carpet reduced from £3 1 .99 per sq 
yd to £2 1 per sq yd. Up to 25 i>a 
cent off Derwent and Peter Guild 
upholstery, up to 25 per cent off 
soft furnishings and fabrics; up to 


Buyers & Sellers, 120-122 
Ladbroke Grave. London W10 
(071-229 1947/8468) 

Dec 28-Jan 31: Reductions of 10 
per cent off any angle unit over 
£100 in the showroom: for exam- 
ple, dishwashers, washing ma- 
chines. cookers, excluding 
Hotpoint. AEG and Mide. 

Comet branches nationwide 
Dec 26 onwards: Generous reduc- 
tions across whole range of items. 

Cony’s brandies nationwide 
Dec 26-March 1: Reductions on 
wide selection of hems in 
superstores and High Street shops. 

Dixons branches nationwide 
Dec 27-Feb 1 1 Discounts on many 
items throughout the range, 

Rumbelows brandies 
nationwide 


Dec 27-end Jan: Substantial re- 
TV and audio «jui£ 
ment, video recorders, washing 
machines and refrigerators. 

• kitchenware 
Divertimenti, 45^7 Wy’mon’ 

Street. London Wl (071-935 
0689} and 139 Fullum Road. 
London SW3 (071-581 8065) 
jan 9-30; Up to 50 per cent 
discounts on Gallina Italian pot- 
tery "seconds" and samples, 25 per 
cent off stainless sted lined heavy- 
duty coppCTpam,indudin| Item 

saucepan reduced from E68.40 to 

£ 51.30 and 26cm egg whjstong 
bowl from £35 to £26.25. Haute 
Cuisinox stainless sted pans re- 
duced by 50 per cent, mdudmg 
16cm saucepan and lid from 
£39.45 to El 9.75. 

• PIANOS 

BlQthners. 8 Berkelp Square. 
London Wl 0171-753 0533 ): 18 
Aintree Road, Perivale. 

Middlesex <08 1-997 4 765): 154 
Clapham Park Road. London 
SW4 (071-978 2444) . 

Sale now on: Special reducrains on 
grand and upright pianos rndud- 
too Blttthrer. Bechstein. Weimar. 
Marshall & Rose. Astor and 
Zimmerman. Weimar Regency 
upright piano reduced from 
£3.800 to £2.595. Reductions on 
reconditioned grand pianos. 

• SPORTS GOODS 
Lilfywhitcs, Piccadilly Circus. 
London Wl 

(071-915 4000) , 

Dec 28 for four weeks (open Jan 1 . 
10.30am-5pm): Half-pria reduc- 
tions on Reebak. Brookes. Nike. 
Adidas, Puma shoes. Fred Petty 
shirts, rugby shins and sweatshirts 
and 25 per ant discount on 
anoraks. Half-pria tennis rackets 
and golf dubs. 

Snow fit Roc*. 188 Kensington 
High Street. London W8 (07 /- 
937 0872): 150 Holbom. 

London EC I (071-831 6900): 14 
Priorv Queensway. 

Birmingham (021-236 S2S0): 
Hemet Ski Centre. St Albans 
Hill. Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
(0442 235305). Mail-order 
enquiries and brochure. 

0753 830S6S 

Dec 2S for three weeks (open 
Sundays llam-5pm and Jan 1. 
1 Qara-6pm ai Kensington 
branch): Free ski bag with a pair of 
skis, free boot bag with a pair of 
boots, special ski package reduc- 
tions and up to 20 per cent 
reductions off new season's 
sldwear. 


• SHOPPING BREAKS 
Forte Hotels (reservations 
0345404040) . 

Now until end Jaru Special 
London-based shopping breaks 
include £40 per room per night 
with breakfast at the Kensington 
Close and Strand Palace; £50 per 
room per night with breakfast at 
Forte Crest Regent's Park. Foite 
Crest Bloomsbury. Hotel Russell 
and the Cumberland Hotd; £70 
per room per night with breakfast 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel. 
Forte Crest St James and the 
Westbuiy. 


announcing the 


HEAL’S SALE. 


THE EASIEST WAY TO 


LOSE POUNDS 


AFTER CHRISTMAS 


STARTS MONDAY 9AM 


Fvrget Champneys. Come to Heal's and watch the pounds simply drop off 

at our Winter Sale. 

You'll find irresistible reductions on a glittering army of furniture, fabrics 
and lighting. Not ro menrion impressive swings on our wide range of cutlery, 

crockery and glassware. 

And with many items at half price, can you afford not to jog along and 
give jiour wallet a thorough workout ? 


TOTTENHAM CT. RD. Wl 


HEAL’S 


TUNSGATE GUILDFORD 
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H „ RECORDS OF THE YEAR 

John Higgins selects his opera favourites, while Stephen Pettitt and Hilary Finch pick the classics 


R ossini had his 200th birth- 
day- Claudio Abbado and 
the Chamber Orchestra of 
Europe celebrated it in style 
wm a new Baririere di Sivigfia, 
«aado Domingo taking the title role 
UJG 435 763-2. 2 CDs). Sir Neville 
Maniner and his St Martm-in-the 
Rods players provided a fizzy Tttreo 
m Italia (Philips 434 128-2, 2 CDs). 
Otherwise it was a very thin year For 
Italian opera. Fortunately other 
countries were there to provide the 
pleasures. 

The year’s best opera set: Die Fran 
ohnc Schatten by several lengths. 
Straus’s score at times needs afl the 
hdp it can get Sir Georg Solti, 
celebrating his eightieth birthday, 
and the Vienna Philharmonic pro- 
vide this in abundance. Starry cast 
led by Julia Varady and Hfldegard 


Eccentric blast 
from the past 


CLASSICAL 

RECORDS 


Behrens, sumptuous recording (Deo 
ca436 243-2, 3 CDs). 

The years discovery: Massenet’s 
Cherabin. concerning the further 
adventures of Mozart's page after he 
left the Almavivas’ household, con- 
tains some shimmeringly beautiful 
music amidst the froth and pastiche 
Hie quality of the Munich Radio 
Orchestra under Pindias Steinberg 
will surely encourage an opera house 
somewhere to stage iL But win they 
achieve a cast to match RCA’s quartet 
of Americans (Von Stade. Anderson. 
Upshaw and Ramey)? (09026 
60593-2. 2 CDs). 

The year’s rediscovery: the gentle 
and often bewitching songs of 


Message? are recalled on extracts 
from three of his best operettas — 
V&ronique, Monsieur Beaucaire, Les 
pri/es MirtiiL EMI drew these from 
recordings made by Jules Gressier 
and the Lamoureux O rchestra in die 
eariy 1950s (0777 7 67512 2 1.2 

CDs). A chance too to hear the quality 

singing of Camille Maurane, Claude 
Devos and Nadine Rename 
The years eccentricity the great 
and some of the not-quite-so-good 
sing die unexpected on Prime Voce 
party (Nimbus, NI 7839. 1 CD). 
Here are Enrico Caruso — a rare 
venture into the English repertory 
with his rendition of Sullivan's The 
Lost Chord” — Alexander Kipnis 
(“Little Jack Homer 1 ) and Elisabeth 
Schumann, who nicks the tenors 
aria from Zeller's Der Vogel handler 
and proceeds to ring it in English. 


A critic’s keepsakes 
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In the court" 
of a king < 


RECORDS 


M ost pleasant sur- 
prise of the year 
die abrupt trans- 
formation of Donald Ham- 
son. stone-faced, besuited 
neo- hopper, into a Mann 
Gras raver. 

Indian Blues (Candid 
CCD 795 14) found the sax- 
ophonist returning to his 
home town roots and con- 
cocting a potent New Or- 
leans gumbo with the help 
of the ubiquitous Dr John 
and the drum-based chants 
of The Guardians of the 
Flame Mardi Gras Indians. 
Although Harrison looks 
hashf ul as he poses in his 
carnival feathers on die 

cover, the music swings with 

abandon. 

Elsewhere many of the 
young pretenders have been 
content to produce tame 
copies of old records. Pianist 
Bony Green proved that it 
is possible to be both re- 
spectful and soulful on Tesr- 
ijyin'! (Blue Note CDP7- 
98171), a trio session 
recorded live at New York's 
Village Vanguard. A former 
member of Art Blakey*s Jazz 
Messengers, Green rerived 
the old Blue Note virtues of 
impeccable musicianship 
and an irrepressible souf- 


S ince I was rather severe on 
Philip Pickett's minimal ver- 
sion of Monteverdi’s 1610 
Vespers in concert the other week, 
let me redress the balance by 
putting his version of the same 
composer’s Oifeo with the New 
London Consort (Decca L’Oiseau- 
Lyre FlorDegftnn 433 545-2) on my 
list of records of the year. I could 
argue against some of the voices 
Pickett chooses (though not that of 
John Mark Ainsley), but what he 
achieves is a wonderful domestic 
atmosphere such as might well have 
pertained at the dural court in 
Mantua when the piece was first 
perfumed. The presentation is 
painstakingly researched and 
argued. 

Next comes John Eliot Gardi- 
ner's follow-up to his prize-winning 
account of Beethoven’s Missa 
Solemnis last year — a vivacious 
and inspiring reading of the earlier 


T wo swansongs head die list of 
records 1 nave particularly 
enjoyed in 1992: Bryn 
TerfeTs Schubert Schwanengesang 
(Sain SCDC 4035) and the Bach 
Violin Sonatas and Partitas (Erato 
2292 45805-2) which Oleg Kagan 
recorded from a live concert he gave 
just a few months before his untimely 
death from cancer in 1 989. 

The Schubert disc vindicates the 
Lieder prize which Terfel won in the 
Cardiff Singer of the World competi- 
tion. He gives a deeply thoughtful 


Mass in C (Deutsche Grammo- 
phon Archiv). This work in effect 
pays extravagant homage to 
Haydn's late mass settings. Gardi- 
ner thorough^ revels in its thrilling 
inventiveness, giving a typically 
thrusting but alar spiritual account 
Sir Georg Softfs eightieth birth- 
day celebrations inspired a number 
of reissues and some bristling new 
recordings. 1 have chosen his live 
accounts with the Chicago Sympho- 
ny Orchestra of Debussy’s Noc- 
turnes. La Mer and the Prilude d 
iapres-midi d'un faune (Decca 436 
468-2). not least because of the 
knife-edge quality of the playing. 
Although these are not single 
performances but amalgamations 
of two (La Mer). three (L’qprds- 
midi ) and four ( Nocturnes) read- 
ings and/or patching sessions, the 
atmosphere is keen, and die acous- 
tic of Chicago's Orchestra Hall 
gives a marvellous clarity. 


Two EMI releases of more recent 
musk vie for my next selection, but 
I shall eschew the reissue of John 
Tavener's The Whale (EMI CD 
SAPCOR 15), that wonderfully 
fresh and eclectic virion composed 
in 1966, simply on the grounds that 
it is a reissue of foe cultish Apple 
recording, made in 1 970. 

Instead my choice is Simon 
Ratde and the City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra in Mark- 
Anthony Turnage’s Three Scream- 
ing Popes (EMTTSP2 0468 1). The 
format of the CD single, pioneered 
by Collins Classics for its own 
enterprising new music series, is 
perfect for a 15-minute new work, 
and repeated listening only in- 
creases one’s admiration for die 
craftsmanship and imagination 
that lay behind this remarkable 
expnessionistic exercise. 

Stephen Pettitt 


adaptations of ragas attSr 7 
muezzin-tike calls, not t 
trace of New Age drippi* 
ness. . . 

It was yet another gfav 
ous year for re-issues, with 
no end of buried treasure in 
die vaults. Count Basle 
enthusiasts — and_ anyone 1 
interested in the big band, 
legacy — should not be 
without the three d iscs o f 
The Original Amencari 
Decca Recordings (MCAA 

GRP 3,6112). which caj>* 
tare the Bask orchestraori 
its eerie winning streak 
from 1937 to 1939. Cnspfr 
re-mastered, die set was 
dedicated to the memory of 
the trumpeter-arranger 
Buck Clayton, who died 
shortly before its release; 

FftAr to the blue stuff. 
Autodidacts with a piano, a 


Enrico Caruso: a rare venture into the English repertory 


Memories are made of this 


interpretation of these late Schubert 
songs and his supple, light oak bass- 
baritone is every bit as happy in 
German as it is in Welsh. 

Kagan's chamber music-making 
with, among others, his wife Natalia 
Gutman, was an equally important 
part of his life as his solo work was. It 
shows in his Bach. These perfor- 
mances are the fruit of Kagan’s years 


of listening and conversing rather 
than of personality projection. Totally 
devoid of either mannerism ordirhd. 
his diamond-bright claim reveals 
many secrets at the heart of these 
works. The way he orders them, too 
— each piece rising by a fifth to the 
final exultant C Major Sonata — is a 
revelation in itself. 

More Schubert from Christoph 


Prtgardkn, the fresh-voiced Ger- 
man tenor better known for his work 
in baroque opera and oratorio. His 
Die Sdione Mullerin (Deutsche 
Harraonia Mundi 05472 772732) 
races with Schubert's millstream, as 
the beating heart of a young, easily 
disillusioned, miller's apprentice is 
recreated with startlingly vivid imagi- 
nation in the context of the rattling. 


thrumming fortppiann accompani- 
ment of Andreas Staler. 

Just as Prtgardlen faby no thing 
for granted in this most abundantly 
recorded of song cydes, so Brigitte 
Fassbaender hurls herself at Iiszfs 
songs with a passionate enthusiasm. 
This selection of 18 son^. accompa- 
nied by Jean-Yves Thibauriet (Decca 
430 512-2), defines the unique 
contours and co nfir ms the stature of 
tin* as songwriter. 

Hilary Finch 


On the British front. 
Courtney Pine resurfaced 
with his most individual 
display so for, Humphrey 
Lyttelton staged a strong 
showing in the company of 
die venerable Acker Bilk, 
and an impressive debut 
album arrived in the shape 
of The Waiting Game (Linn 
AKD-018). by the singer 
Claire Martin. Martin is 
perhaps the most polished 
jazz performer to emerge in 
this country in the past three 
or four years. Not many 
other ringers would have 
the self-confidence to han- 
dle a programme ranging 
from Rodgers and Hart to 
Joni Mitchell. Sammy 
Cahn and Thomas Dolby. 

What label do you apply 
to another British vocalist. 
SheOa Chandra? World 
music? Indo-fblk fusion? 
Weaving My Ancestor’s 
Voices (Real World 
CDRW24) was an intrigu- 
ing demonstration of the 
power and subtlety of die 
unaccompanied human 
voice, at once austere yet 
restfuL And. amidst the 



B.B. King: blues hero 

VCR and a sense of humour 
can set about learning the 
12-bar set-pieces on The 
Beginner’s Guide to Boogie 
ana Blues (Eye Eye/IMP 
1 8273), a sparky and irrev- 
erent video put together by 
two London musicians 
Louis Vause and Seamus 
Beaghen. Another master- 
class of sorts is the superb 
four-disc retrospective of 
BJL King's reign as King 
of the Blues (MCA 
MCAD4-10677). The par- 
ty line states that King 
progressively sold out as he 
readied a mass audience. 
The trades here — including 
the sensuous mid-70s col- 
laborations with die Cru- 
saders — knock that idea 
firmly on the head. 

Clive Davis 



BBC Radio 3 and 

The Renaissance Theatre Company 
. s _ present 



aaasAoio 


Every Sunday evening 



plays to packed houses 


EM Stereo 90.2-92.4 


H/ghhghts for the New Year include: Harold Pinter’s 'No Man’s Land' with 
Sir Dirk Bogarde and Sir Michael Hordern (New Years Day); Shakespeare's 
Twelfth Night' with Joss Ackland, lain Cuthbertson, Eve Matheson and 
Michael Maloney (3rd January); and two adaptations by Tom Stoppard of 
plays by Arthur Schnitzler - 'Undiscovered Country' with Ronald Pickup 
(10th January) and 'Dalliance' with Hugh Grant and Douglas Hodge (17th January). 


1 . N 

by William Shakespeare 

KENNETH BRANAGH 
RICHARD BRIERS 
JUDI DENCH 
MICHAEL ELPHICK 
JOHN GIELGUD 
MICHAEL HORDERN 
DEREK JACOBI 

CHRISTOPHER RAVENSCROFT 
EMMA THOMPSON 
SOPHIE THOMPSON 
JAMES WILEY 
MICHAEL WILLIAMS 

Directed by 
Kenneth Branagh 
and Gfyn Dearman 

Music by Patrick Doyle 


To be broadcast on 
BBC Radio 3 
tomorrow, Sunday, 
27th December 
at 7.30pm 

(with the chance to find out 
what happens next in Perry 
Pontac’s 'Hamlet Part tl* 
starring Harriet Walter and 
Peter Jeffrey, broadcast the 
following evening at 8,50pm) 


Out of the West Country, one of the year’s best 

The killer of grunge 
rock conquers all 


Hamlet is available on 
Random House Audiobooks Cassette 
(£1 5.99) Compact Disc (£24.99). 


I n a year when rode was 
dominated by all things 
grnngey and American, it 
took a 21-year-old woman 
from file Dorset village of 
Corscombe to land the kQler 
blow. Her name was Polly 
Harvey and her three-piece 
group PJ Harvey unveiled a 
bewitching post-punk amal- 
gam of blues, folk and hard- 
core rode on Dry (Too Pure 
CD DO 10), an utterly beguil- 
ing debut 

With its hairshirt produc- 
tion and minimalist song ar- 
rangements, Dry was the 
perfect vehicle far Harvey's 
jagged guitar motifs and icy 
waD of a voice. Propelled by 
Robert Ellis’s locomotive 
dr ummin g, songs Kke “O 
Stella” and the single “Sheda- 
Na-Gig” announced a major 
homegrown talent 
From Seattle, at the epi- 
centre of the grunge explosion, 
emerged Peart Jam, a group 
superficially cast in the Nirva- 
na mould, fort denounced by 
the arbiters of cool as too 
conventional in musical out- 
look to fate as bona fide heroes 
of the new order. 

Who cares? One listen to 
their awesome debut. Ten 
(Epic 468884), was enough to 
render their precise status on 
the hipometer academic. 
Powered Ity the impressive 
drumming technique of Dave 
Krusen and dominated by the 
distinctive vocal timbre of Ed- 
die Vedder. Ten was a deva- 
stating combination of melody 
and muscle, a monster of an 
album that stalked the killing 
fields between metal and 
gnrnge. 

Sonny Lambeth is the quiet 
slide-guitar genius who used 
to play in John Hiatt’s band, 
tiie Goners, and Hiatt was 
among those who turned out 
to lend a hand on Landreth’s 
estimable solo debut Outward 
Bound (BMG 72445-1 1032). 

But tiie success of the album 
owed nothing to celebrity en- 
dorsements and everything to 
Landreth’s superlative fed for 
merging a loping rock ’n’ roll 
beat with tiie blues and zydeco 
-music of his hometown of Laf- 


ROCK RECORDS 



Landreth: slide genius 


ayette. Louisiana. Landreth is 
tbe only guitarist I know who 
can make an electric guitar 
sound like an accordion, a 
trick he pulls on a soulful romp 


called “Bade to Bayou Teche", 
the most uplifting piece of 
music I heard all year. . 

Noisier, and considerably 
more eyecatching, was Carve 
featuring foiled dectropop 
chanteuse Toni Halliday in 
her nevf role as English rock’s 
most photographed vamp- 
Their i breathtaking debut, 
Doppetlgdngcr (Anxious 
ANXLP 77). combined 
screeching guitar noise and 
galloping drum tattoos with 
an almost anodyne sense of 
melody. 

1 was told that REJVTs 
Automatic For The People 
(Warner Bros. 9362-45055). 
would grow on me. and so it 
has. With so much at stake 
after the success of last year's 
Our of Time, it took red 
courage and panache to return 
with an album thar steers such 
a calm and considered course 
through the ever more damfiP* 
ous minefield of modem rock- 

David Sinclaui 
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CHILDREN 


15 



Curtain up on the top ten 


jeremy Kingston picks the best antidotes to 
post-Christmas boredom for children — and 
. parents — ■ around the country 


MARILYN MHSWILL 


** ^ he W °n for children as 
nrrvrfivnf SS** 3 * °£ mf0 the New Year. Once the 

SSffin? f e “* worn off, a family trip to a 

children s show could be just the ticket to offset boredom and 
lrayea nerves. Pantomime is the traditional family entertainment for this 
lime of year, but it was invented for adults with no thought given to 
capturing a young audience. Hence, nearly all the heroes and heroine are 
vrown up. with their hopes pinned on marrying into royalty (and those 
uhoaren t get themselves lost in woods early on). These days.it is modern 
authors (counting Kipling as modem) who create bqyHheras and giri- 

™ ? 31 a Sl l p “ ,omimes - y* include the spectacle and 
magic effects that have been the spectacular trademarks of traditional 
panto, borne step on to the stage from the pages of a book (Mcwgli. Gerda. 
the Namia lot. Roald Dahl's young adventurers): others are creaied 
especially for the theatre. Nearly all of these shows suggest that a 
mysterious worid of quest and test lies just a hair's breadth away from 
everyday hfe, where strange powers can be taken for granted, but must be 
used for purposes that are good. Here is my top ten selection of shows for 
children around the country. 


• LONDON 
The Snow Queen 

Young Vic : 66 The Cut . 

London SEl t07 1-928 6303). 

Until Jan 9. 

Nick Stafford’s lively adaptation of 
Hans Andersen's best tale returns 
for a second Christmas, staged in 
the round (square, actually) be- 
neath four fir trees. Sonia Ritter’s 
Gerda is a game heroine, her voice 
urgent bur never artificial as she 
makes her way to the Frozen North 
in search of the vanished Kai 
(Wilbert Johnson). Flowers soar 
from the ground in the enchanted 
garden, and two gossiping cows, 
clutching black shiny handbags, 
are great characters. Moments of 
healthy sadness co-exist with the 
excitement, and there is unusual 
sympathy for the Snow Queen 
(Jane Maud). 

• LONDON 
The Witches 

Duke of York’s Theatre. St 
Martin's Lane. London WC2 
(07 1 -S3 6 9S37). Until Jan 23. 

A coven of really gruesome witches, 
wearing gloves to conceal their 
daws, threaten a boy (Karen 
Stiffen). his eccentric but admira- 
ble grandmother (Janet Whiteside) 
and the entire child population of 
Britain. Roald Dahl's award-win- 
ning bestseller, exceptionally well 
adapted by David Wood, is packed 
with sinister incidents, including 
the boy's transformation into a 
mouse by the witches' snarling 
leader, Dorothy Ann Gould. The 
slapstick cooks are fun and the 
show offends most of the canons of 
political correctness, going in for 


smell ism, baldism. shortism. sex- 
ism and witchism. Children love it 

• BAGNOR 

The Christinas Cat and the 
Pudding Pirates 
Watermill. Bagnor, near 
Newbury. Berkshire (0635 46 044). 
Until Jan 9. 

Tenth anniversary year of Christo- 
pher Lillicrap's rollicking adven- 
ture where Jolly Roger boards the 
Good Ship Santa~ to cooknap 
Cookie, renowned for making the 
best of all Christmas puddings, for 
which JR has an insatiable appe- 
tite. Paul Ryan's Cat rushes about 
and tries to be brave but mermaid 
Myrtle, a vision in sequins, is the 
one who saves the feast. The theatre 
has been turned into a ship, and 
the audience must enter through a 
pirate-detector. Persons carrying 
cudasses will be required to leave 
them in the cloakroom. 

• BIRMINGHAM 
Scrooge 

Alexandra Theatre. 

Birmingham (021-643 1231). 
Until Jan 23. 

World stage premiere of this ver- 
sion, by Leslie Bricusse, of Dick- 
ens’s evergreen Christmas ghost 
story. Bricusse wrote the music for 
the film and here teams up again 
with Anthony Newley as Scrooge, 
his first straight acting role in the 
UK for years. Jon Pertwee plays 
Jacob Marley — watch for the face 
in the doorknob — wearing lots of 
white make-up and a fright wig. 
Stratford Johns spreads good cheer 
as the Ghost of Christmas Present 
and Tom Watt is Tiny Tim’s 



Gerda (Sonia Ritter) and friend (Neil Clark) in The Snow Queen 


overworked dad. Mary weird ef- 
fects and all set in the proper 
Dickensian worid. 

• CARDIFF 

The Dark is Rising 
Sherman Theatre. 

Senghennvdd Road, Cardiff 
(0222 230451). Until Jan 9. 

This adventure through past times 
and other worlds is adapted (by the 
team who staged last year's 
Matilda ) from the second of Susan 
Cooper's five mystical fantasies. On 
the eve of his eleventh birthday Will 
discovers he has magic powers that 
he must use to find the six 
talismans needed to loose the grip 
of the evil Darkness. Nia Davies, 
last year’s goodie Matilda, this time 
plays one of the baddies. Masks, 
special effects and interfering rooks 
played by puppets suspended from 
long rods. 

• DUNDEE 

Merlin the Magnificent • 
Repertory Theatre . Toy Square. 
Dundee (0382 23530). 

Until Jan 9. 

Stuart Paterson's tale of Arthur's 


boyhood was his first play for 
children and he has now reworked 
it introducing more of the popular 
slapstick between Sir Hector and 
his son Kay. A huge circular disc, 
decorated with signs of the zodiac, 
fills the stage, with woods, castle 
and cave in the offing. Russell 
Hunter's awesome Merlin sends 
shivers down the spine as he battles 
with the dangerous Morgana-le- 
Fey over the future king. Arthur’s 
friend Gwen helps. 

• GLASGOW 
The Jungle Book 

Citizens’ Theatre. Gorbals, 
Glasgow (04 1-429 0022). 

Until Jan 23. 

Kaa the python sheds her skin 
onstage in a production by Giles 
Havergal creating marvellous visu- 
al effects. The movements of 
Bagheera, Shere Khan and the 
other animals have been choreo- 
graphed by Frank McConnell to be 
sinuous, lumbering or whatever, in 
Kenny Miller's exotic settings of 
palms, rocks, bundles of bananas 
and tree house. A striking ensem- 
ble piece with a couple of songs (not 


Disney’s), tracing Mowgli's life 
from man-cub to manhood. Myles 
Rudge adapted the Kipling stories. 

• HULL 

Gargling with Jelly 
Spring Street Theatre, Spring 
Street. Hull (0482 23638). 

Until Jan 16. 

Jimmy is ihe last bey in the country 
who hasn’t taken Dr Sensible’s 
medicine. Everyone else has been 
persuaded how much nicer it is not 
to have birthdays or Christmas or 
airy fun and certainly not to write 
poetry, which is what Jimmy likes 
doing. The audience is urged to 
warn him when his food has been 
dosed or whenever Louise Ken's 
sensibly-dressed and cackling Doc- 
tor is dosing in. Will Mis 
Scattybags (Nicky Goldie) remem- 
ber the antidote in time? Brian 
Patten’s jolly show uses many 
props, ana the title alone is going to 
suggests way of brightening up the 
dinner table. 

• LEEDS 

Granny and the Gorilla 
Courtyard Theatre. West 
Yorkshire Playhouse. Quarry Hill 
Mount, Leeds (0532 442111). 
Until Jan 9. 

Lots of noise, flashing lights, plenty 
of dancing and S hind a, a magical 
mountain gorilla in Sruarr Pater- 
son’s “hairy fairy story". Tilly 
Vosburgh looks like an evil Mae 
West in her amazing sequence of 
over-th e-top gowns, each of which 
manages to indude a scrap of some 
furry animal One of Granny's 
grandsons is lured over to the 
witch's side and must be rescued 
with the aid of the gorilla, whose 
reward, is to fly back io Africa in a 
biplane. Packed with special effects. 
The children end up dancing on 
the stage to African music. 

• OXFORD 
Fooling About 
Playhouse, Beaumont Street, 
Oxford (OS6S 798600). 

Until Jan 3. 

Two separate tales with an interval 
between. The first is a touching 
romantic tale of Princess Foolina 
(Polly Kemp) searching for a cure 
to heal her side dad and hoping for 
a prince too, if pass. Part 2 follows 
the raucous, rushabout adventures 
of scapegrace Tom Fool (Graham 
Sullivan), who is far from being as 
useless as his parents think he is. 
Staged by the same team — writer 
Renata Allen, director John 
Retail ack — whose Magic Story- 
book last year won the 
Martini/TMA Children’s Theatre 
Award. 


Best of the rest 


LONDON 

□The Tales of Beatrix fwten 
Hunca Munca. Peter Rabbit and 
Squirrel Nutidn from Frederick 
Ashton’s 1 91 1 ballet film adapted for 
live performance, presented on a 
double-bill with Ashton's delightful 
The Dream. 

Raya l Opera House. Cavern 
Garden. WC2 i 071-240 1066). 

Wed. ThursJan 2. 5. 6, 9, 13. 

1 9. 730pm: mat Jan 2, 230pm. 

□ Pinchy Kobi and the Seven 
Duppied The tight actors of The 
Fosse in a marvellously inventive 
variation on the Scrooge sinry. 
Recommended. 

Tricvde. 269 Kilbum High 
Road. NU'tf (071-32S 1000). Eras 
Spm. mats Sat. 4pm. Runs until 
end of Jan. 

D Puppetry and verse: The Puppet 
Theatre Barge celebrates its tenth 
anniversao' »iih a new show. A 
Shipful of Verse, combining the 
words of 'Robert Louis Stevenson. 
William Roscoe and George Mac- 
Donald (for adults and over fives). 
Linle Venice. Blomficld Road. 

W9 (07 1-249 6S76). Continues 
daily to Jan 6. 3pm: £4. £4.50. 

□ Aladdin: Enjoyable panto with 
strong characters" and fooi-tapping 
songs. 

Theatre Royal Stratford East. 

Gem' Raffles Square. London E IS 
(OS 1-534 03 10). Daily. 2. 1 5pm 
and 7. 1 5pm. From Jan 1. Tues-Sat. 
£4-£JO. 

□ Cinderella in boots: A modernised 
version of the festive favourite by the 
London Bubble, performed in the 
round. Young Chinese actress Pui 
Fan Lee plays Cinders (complete with 
transparent Doc Martens). 

Albany Empire. Douglas Wav. 

SE8 (071-237 J6o3). Continues 
daily to Jan 2 (except this Thun), 
variously at 330pm, Spm and 
7.15pm. 

□ The Lion. The Winch and The 
Wardrobe. This year's excursion to 
Narnia, by courtesy of Vanessa Ford 
Productions. Somewhat belter than 
others in the collection. 

Royahv. Portugal Street. 

Kiugsway. M T2 #271494 500(1). 
Today-Wed. 250pm and 
6.30pm: Thurs. 2.30pm : then 
continues at various rimes until 
Jan 16; some performances include 
workshops. E9-£14. 

□ Angekr. Charming red-puppet 
show based on Quentin Blake's book 
The Linle Angel Marioncne 
Theatre. 14 Dagmar Passage. N! 
(071-226 1787). Daily. Ham 

and 3pm. until Feb 6; £5. £6. 

□ Concerts at the Barbican: Howard 
Blake conducts the Wren Orchestra 
in a performance of his classic The 
Snowman, narrated by Aled Jones, 
and featuring boy soprano Anthony 
MeQor (tomorrow. 3pm). Fraser 
Goulding conducts the London Con- 
cert Orchestra in a Teddy Beats 
concert featuring all the children's 
favourites, with prizes for the biggest 


and best bear, as wdl as an appear- 
ance by Father Christmas (Mon, 
3pm). 

Barbican Hall. Silk Street. EC 2 
(071-63888911 

OUT OF TOWN 

P Armagh: The Planetarium's after- 
Christmas show. “Captives of the 
Sun", uses the latest images from 
Nasa to guide you through the solar 
system, narraicd by Peter Jones. 

The Planetarium. College Hill. 
Armagh, Northern Ireland (0S6 1 
523689). Wed-Jan « f except Jan 
21, daily at 2pm and 3pm. 

□ Bristol: Young NAD FAS. the 
national organisation which encour- 
ages an interest in the visual and 
performing arts, presents Dr 
Musikus. a comical opera for adults 
and children, composed by Antony 
Hopkins and performed by The 
London Opera Players. The Players 
will also be conducting workshops for 
NADFAS member? between eight 
and 13 years 10934 85224 Sl. 

Clifton College Preparatory 
School. Northanc Road. Clifton. 
Performance Dec 30, 4pm. 

□ Cambridge- Exhibition that looks 
ai how folk and taijy tales from 
different continents have been passed 
down ihreuch the generations. 
Cambridge and County Folk 
Museum. 2/3 Castle Street 10223 
355 159). Jan 2- 1 7. Tues-Sat. 
lOJOam-Spm, Sun, 2-5pm. SOp. £/- 

□ Leicester Julia Rardduy directs a 
cast of four adults and three children 
in Frankenstein, the Gothic talc that 
spawned a thousand movies. Some 
nudity in the show (not recommend- 
ed for under- (2sJ. 

Haymarkct Studio. Belgnne 
Gate (0533 53Q7971. Today. Wed. 
Spm and Spm. Mon. rues. 

Thurs. Fri. Spm: continues until Jan 
lt> at wrious times. £4-8. 

□ Southampton: Granville Saxton 
direeLs Sinhud's Arabian Nights wilh 
stunts, glitter and. apparently. a full 
40 thieves. 

Nuffield Theatre. UrmvrsiO' 

Road (0703 a 71771). Previews front 
Thurs. 730pm: opens Dec 15. 
730pm ; then at various times until 
Jan 16. 

D Stratford-upon-Avon: A special 
show of Winnie the Pooh memorabil- 
ia joins Ihe Teddy Bear Museum's 
collection of bears from 1903 to 
present day. 

The Teddy Bear Museum. i9 
Green hill Street fU789 293 1 oUfVcc 
27-Jan 6, daily 930am-6pm. 

95p. £1.90 and £5 ( family l 

D Warwick.- Christmas Cat and the 
Pudding Pirates, billed as a rollick- 
ing. fun-filled Christmas fantasy for 
over-fours. 

Arts Centre. University of 
Warwick. Coventry (0203 524524). 
Today. Mon-Wed . 230pm and 
7pm; ThursJan 2, 9. 1030am and 
230pm, Jan 8. 7pm. ES-E8. 

Kari Knight 



CONCERTS 


VICTOR HOCHHAliSER ' iV 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

SIX NEW YEAR 
SPECTACULARS 


TOMORROW at 7 JO 

MOSCOW CHY BALLET 

Exciting company of 80 danern with guest star 
WZfffl of the Bolshoi Baflel SVETLANA FILDTOVA 
in a dazzling full-length production of 

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY 

BANK HOLIDAY MOND AY at 7 JO 

CUMBRE FLAMENCA 

"A heart-pounding evening of 

An dalu cian dance and music. 

EXHILARATING’ ’ . Standard 



NEXT TUESDAY 29 DECEMBER at 7.30 

TCHAIKOVSKY GALA 
OF MUSIC & DANCE 

NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Buul of the Honourable Artfflwry C o mp a n y 

Cond: CtEM MANSUR Plnno: NICHOLAS WALKER 
Principals of the 

BIRMINGHAM ROYAL BALLET* 
Suite, SWAN LAKE*, MARCHE SLATE 
, PIANO CONCERTO So.I 

fCAPRICCIO ITAUEN, Suite, THE NUTCRAC KER* 
‘ qN *1»Ur willi CAHWWt & KQglABt EFFECTS A ElOMfi IASSBS 
NEXT WEDNESDAY 30 DEC at 7.36 

GRAND CLASSICAL GALA 

-- ■ NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Cond: DAVID COLEMAN 
MALCOLM SARGENT FESTIVAL CHOIR 
_ fariRrellrungwtani of tbc Coldstream Goard* 

Ttenor: BONAVElSfTURA BOTTONE 




JSSKwfctlW WUW. l-tRUI 

HANDEL M«*k: lor the Royal 
ritriTi?6CfI8EWtmS ft SPECTACTLAB LASEK OWIAT 




NEXT THURSDA Y 31 D EC at 

GRAND OPERA GALA 

1 FOUR GREAT OPERA STAR S 

National Symphony Ortlttoti* 

Cond: DAVID COLEMAN 
MALCOLM SARGENT FESTTVAL CHO IK 

fcntrtv Trumpeters of the Grenadier Guards 

sap.suS&mJLLOck 

I Term :AN1HONYMEE BanlonttgOWLO MAXWELL 
Ov. MAfiPIE Dud LAKME. Chorus ofHebre^ 

SCVELIA Duel 

■■aMSKrM3KtfnSgLJ 

r.^aiwi March AlDA'Hcssna donna TBaaMwaJ 


NEXT FRIDAY 1 J ANUA RY at 7.30 

VIENNESE NEW YEAR 
GALA OF MKSC& DANCE 

- — m association with NSO 

NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Cond: DAVID COLEMAN 
THE STRAUSS BALLET CO MPANY* 
JQflAW STRAUSS: Overtake, Pte neto uw 


Tgt - i w -n i,IImL. 

WALDTELTEL Ecpum YfcHi*, Sfcrf***’ Wbltx 
LEHAftGoMA.®” — “*** 


Box Office: inc CC 07! 5S9 S212 S23 999S 
Tichctmaster: CC (24 hrs 7dajs) 071 344 4444 




RAYMOND GUBBAY presents 
at the BARBICAN 

Box Offlce/CC 071-638 8891 


TONIGHT at 8 pm 

ROYAL PHILHARMOIWC 
ORCHESTRA 


MENDELSSOHN. 
HANDEL 


-Hebrides Ov. Fi 


RACHMAN9VOY. 


-Music for the 
-Plano 


'a Care 
ire works 

. , , Na2 

DVORAK Symphony No2) from the New World 

JAMES BLAIR conductor 
SIMON MULLIGAN piano 

S9J50, SI 350, SI 750, S1950, S2250 


MM w VBMI 

© 


TOMORROW art 3 pm 

THE SNOWMAN 

Narrated and presented by AJLED JONES 
Hen* aid Blake, composer and creator ol The Snowman, conducts ihe 
traditional Christmas performance o l the enchanting childrens 
classic with Sainl-Saens delightful •Carnival ol the Animals'. 
Seasonal songs lor hoy soprano and the Nursery Rhyme Overture, 
a musical guessing game lor all Ihe family with some new twists 
i his year, complete the programme. 

WREN ORCHESTRA HOWARD BLAKE cond 
ANTHONY MEUjOR boy soprano 
REBECCA HOLT piano 
S850, S1150. S15.5G 

Children under 16S7-50. 5&50.S950 



TOMORROW at 7.30 pm 



m 

Don Giovanni Overture Eine ltleine Nachtmuslk 
Plano Concerto No.21, K467 Clarinet Concerto 
Symphony No.40 

The MOZART FESTIVAL. OSCHESTRA brings an eh-gap] touch ol 
seasonal cheer performing In authentic lBUvCennny costume, 
-—the players were compeienl and stylis h* T he Times 
IAN WATSON cond/piano JACK BRYMER clarinet 

SD.SO. SI 3-50. £17.50. 51950. SZ2.50 



MONDAY NEXT 28 DECEM BER a t 7 JO pm 

GLENN MILLER 
ORCHESTRA 

“The Legend Lives On” 

A Christmas concert featuring original arrangements cJthe 
great Gleam Miller. In The Mood. -Roedo JimcUomURle 
Brown Jog, Chattanooga Choo Chocs Sl Lost* I Sh>«* 

I MkwmBgM Serenade & special Christmas hits with JInjde Beilis 
HaveYonraeU a Me»Ty LhUe Christmas, White Chrhtma 8 . 
Sleigh RW^ K Happened Ln Sun VMley & Winter Wooderiand 


i, THE UPTOWN HALL GANG 
S9.SU.SIJ50.515.S1&W 


TUESDAY NEXT 29 DECEMBER a* 3 pm 

THE FOUR SEASONS 



BACH Brandenburg Concerto NoJ3 
PACHELBEL Canon ALBINONI Adagio 
BATON Trumpet Concerto 
VIVALDI The Four Seasons 

CITY OF LONDON StNFONIA IAN WATSON cond 
ANDREW- W ATKINSON violln/director 
MAURICE MURPHY trumpet 

S9.5A. S1350. S1750. 519.50. 522.50 


TUESDAY NEXT 23.DECEMBER at 7.30 pm 

Oh OPERA GALA NIGHT 

US' with DENNIS O’NEILL 

nudle trine mortW^hTtwTneKO, TUnttutoi Nessun 

Dorma.-PoDcieUIIrrGwrcindrQelotniar 

SUZANNE MURPHY s oprano 

FAJW'ABETRUMP^^rtttW^ffiBAlW OFTTffi WOgt 

LONDON CC HCEET OROlLSTSA GARETH JONS cond 
SIQ50.5l450.5JaS24.g7 



WEDNESDAY NEXT 30 DECEMBER at 7.30 pm 

© TCHAIKOVSKY 
GALAIVIGHT 

A eekbmUoa rftlK great composer oa the mot I& cemeaaryyear 

Polonaise & Waltz from Eugene Onegin 
Piano Cone. No.l • Fantasy Ov., Romeo & Juliet 
Andante Can labile * Capriccio ltalien 

ROYAL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

JOSE SEREBRIER cond LUCY PARHAM piano 
5950. S)3J50. 517.50. 51950. 52250 


SUNDAY 3 JANUARY at 7 JO pm 


Overture. Coriolan 
Piano Concerto No.5, Emperor 
Symphony No.G, Pastoral 

ROYAL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

ADRIAN LEAPER conductor PIERS LANE piano 
S95U, 513.50.51750. S195U, 52250 



at the ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 

Box Offlce/CC 071-028 8800 



SUNDAY 27 DECEMBER at 3.15 & 7 M 

JOHANN 
STRAUSS GALA 

The traditional Viennese wetcomc to the New Year with Rlorious 
music of the Strauss family. Inc. Talcs from the Vienna Woods. 
Armen Polka. Roses from the South. Champagne Potto. Pesther 
Czardas. Sport Galop. Radetaky March. Wue Danube Waltz, 
Tritsch-Traisch Polka. ETjen 8 Magyar. Aquarellen Waltz, Jockey- 
Polka. Wiener GUnt Waltz. Moullnei Polka. Thunder & Lightning 
Polka. Pizzicato Polka. Wiener Blur Waltz & many more. 
JOHANN STRAUSS ORCHESTRA 
JOHN BRADBURY direct or/ytolln ANN MACKAY sop 
JOHANN STRAUSS DANCERS In period costume 
GERALDINE STEPHENSON choreographer 
5750. £350. £1350. 5 1850. 51850(3.15 
5850. S 1 1 50. 5 1550. S 1850. £21 (750 ] 


a 


SOUTH BANK 

Tel/CC 071-928 8300 10am to 9 pm daily 


; ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL I 


Until THE NUTCRACKER - ENGLISH MATK3HAL SALLET 

18 Jen Ben SUmnmm acorn 

2J0a IlHM 26.38-31 Dec I -2.9. «6 Jan Moped W 
750 Spacal nflent analtaWe gJB/39c 


Sun JOHANN STRAUSS OAtA Jotann SWc> Omtmttn. John 

- nl Tiadtanai Viennese wkwrvo lo 

"iO.CTW. 

Raymond GUAay 


T5q 730pm £ 21 .0050X15.50.0 iSDSSJSO Raymond! 

OUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 


26. 27 
29.30 
Dec 
7AS 


TRAVCLLMQ OMM Polar Knapp (Breclia) 

PuceW La Bo»me PosMJtv ihe atoWno —MevMnaM o) opera 
comas afluc eaensi ttu, bocuiop 1930a Pai™. ___ 

C1750.CW.tMO.ce Tiaveang Opera 


25. 31 -nuwcujvta OPCRA Knapp Ufceeton 

Dae nanbamOonPaaquale. . 

7 AS A new Erfllnh varum M* A Tuacany m mooant taros 

C17J0. CW. £10. EE Tiavdhop OttBB 


QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL SUN 17 JAN 3 pm & 7.45 pm 

OWJ TWO UKFBUmMAXCES - BOOKNOW 70 i TOffl DtSiPPOtKIWHT 

IVAN REBROFF 

LIVE IN CONCERT 




i ‘i n i'i r ai iff Tj fr im iri n g traffitjoagl Bnm b m 
fidfcrmigs and snetuey film (be bdovedi 

Fid&raiuKBMf MyitB 

Ben OfficefCC 071-429 8800 COKHTIWUEHffttT 


‘.".’igiTior-.r £t:ce' 
noon V.'lh 9DF 


Ttodq 
29 Dk 
720 pm 



iQd^itaMORE 

I HALL 

ua. JS Bade Cornua < bkton*). Cartas 81 ; cwtonat 
i Pm 5 . Butomde Jasa mane Fnus uni Uat Tihratitr: 

beats boLdiwm~ 





Ttou*szBi£hvm<*m ubjsioiwotab-— . 

r-h-— uuate Sanaa. Uandetaaohm Senaffl hi finroC «l 
Su Senaio m rC Op30 m2. Stbebem Fawatah^ 



jSUER setos to i in Q wnnoor. Mas n c 
»to5 m C ti*** wnnoti . ftwofhro eoncartt. 
ttg.an.E8E6 _ 


ART GALLERIES 


dllly, Wl. Recorded mfo 071 

43 9 *996/7 SICKERT 
PalntinB*. OPEN 27 DEC 
Book TIckMa on 071-579 
4444/071 -840 7200 /UXO fe«l» 

CINEMAS 

CURZON MAYFAIR Curran 

SL 071 «66 B866 Exclusive pre 

icntatfan In 7CMun. Anthony 

HOWARDS END (PG) a 

ami to triumph- O.Td. 

Progs at 2.00. a 30. 8.30 

Law Waak FYom Fri TOUS 
LES MATINS DU 

MONDE (121 



OPERA & BALLET 


ENGLISH NATIONAL BALLET 
Royal Festival HaB 

THE NUTCRACKER 

Tdy 2-30 Sewed 

ManueL Pataric 

A 7.30 Oaks, 
tdur. del Real 

Casting / Booking 

OTI 928 8800 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 071 240 
1066/191 1 SJandtW lido 836 
6903. S OC 66 are phi attic 

avail on uw day. 

THE ROYAL BALLET 

Today. Mon 2.30 dr 7.30 
Cksdaeito 

SADLER'S WELLS 071 -278 8916 
Flrfl Can 24 hr* 7 day, 240 7200 
From 28 Dec LONDON CITY 
BALLET Bomao 0 JriBat Even 

7 JO. Wed 6 Sol Mats 2.30. 

No pert 31 Dec 


THEATRES 

AOELPHI 071 836 761 1 CC 071 
344 4444/379 9901 First Call 

24 nr cc 071 497 9977 ino likg 
feel Croupe 071 930 6123 
MUST EMI 18 JAN 1983 

ME AND MY GIRL 

THE LAMBETH WALK 
MUSICAL 

NfcMly at 7-50 Mom Wod 
al 2-30 6 SM 4JO * 8.00 
-THE HAPPIEST SHOW IN 
TOWN” Sunday Express 

pl 

ALDWVCH BO/OC 071 836 6404 

OC 497 9977 i24hr/no ht« fsoci 
MAGGIE SMITH 

THE IMPORTANCE 

OF B0MG EARNEST 

From 22 Fata for a Limited Sraaon 

ALOWYCH B/O t* 836 6404 into 
ee 7 dav swnr No h*i 497 9977 

Best Comedy Of The Year 

E Standard Award Ev 8 Mai Sal 4 
(No Performance December 24j 

aueon jane 

STEADMAN HORS OCKS in 
TIM Rtaa 6 Pad Of 

LITTLE VOICE 

by -Em CarcwrWn 

Otoetad by San Mndn 

M 


THEATRES 


AMUfl Slants' Avc. Bo a Off , cc 
Mto/7 days 071 AM 5070 CC 
mu real 071 344 4444/497 *977 
Man to Fri 0.15. Sat 6 A 8.«Ersn 

PETER O’TOOLE 
OUR SONG 

by Kmttb Watarbousa 
Directed Iw Nad Sliatrtn 
-EOIGS WITH SUCCESS** O. Mall 


APOLLO VICTORIA SS CC 630 
636a Croup* 8ZS 6108 cc 24 hr 
071 344 4444/4*7 *977 
071 379 *901 Croups 930 6123 
THE NEW 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

A RCTUmtSHED CLASSIC FROM 
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 

TJw Timm 

-A REBORN THEATRICAL 
DELIGHT- Daily Man 
While knuckle rum 1946 daily 

Tuc A S at 16 00 ■ 

Tickets from £9.00 ■ 08.00 


ARTS. Oil S36 2132 re 413 
1466/497 9977 I24HH 
REDUCED SHAKESPEARE CO. 

In THE COMPUTE WORKS 

OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

Abridged -AH 37 play* b> 2 hra 

-BUdXtBTinLE-' tnd on Sun 
Mon - Fri S sal S 4S & B30 


ARTSTb' 071 IH 3334 For Xmaa 
Unicom Ttootra'a Now Mualeal 
PTNOCCHIO 

For over 4*a Sola 11am A 2.30PUI 
Sun A Hola ajQpm. How-24 Jan 


CAMBRtDae 071-379 32*9 CC 
07! 344 4444 r24hr/no bka feet 
Q7I 497 9977124 hr/to# fee) 
“Go In and Ro«*^“ Tl>e Ttmaa 
‘AwaMM' What'S On 
1S90-. OUVHR AWARD 
WmBSa BEST MUSICAL 
RETURN TO THE 

FORBIDDEN PLANET 

Mon-Thu 8 Fri & Sat 6 A 8 JO 

All £9.60 r« 6r«n only 

LAST 3 WKS. SEE NATIONAL & 

LOCAL PRESS FOR TOUR INTO 

MON 4.30 * a JO 


COMEDY 071 067 1003 CC B67 

till 344 4444 Ino Bku local 

/497 9977 ibKO facl 

MICHAEL HORDERN 
HELENA BONHAM 
CARTER 

JASON CONNERY 
& SARAH BRIGHTMAN =» 
TRELAWNY 
OF THE WELLS 


nroaM By Tab* Rabamon 
Eves 7.30 Mat* Wed A Sot 2.30 
MUST END JANUARY 30Ui 


DOMINION cc HOTLINE 071 4 13 
1411 izonrsl Information 07 1 
680 8845/9362 

PAUL NICHOLAS m 
BARNUM 

“ Rad Up For But Shaw 
an Earth ” D. Exp 
Until Fen 27. Ew tjo 
M ala wm» a SaN apppm 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
cc raka fool 94hr 7 etan 071 494 
3001/344 4444/340 7200/379 
9901 dm 831 8625/494 5464 

MISS SAIGON 

THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
or OUR TIME*- 

NOW IN ITS 

ATM SENSATIONAL YEAR 
Evee 743 Mala Wed A Sal Spm 

Good aaaia aval for Wad Mu 

8 aoma parfa apply ELO, 
MOW SOOKBVG UNTIL OCT 93 
FOR TnEPHQftt POSTAL 
BOOKmGS/PBIBONAL CALLERS 
071 494 5030 8XG FEE 


DUCHESS ec 071 494 SOTO ee 

544 4444 (no t>Wg fM-1/836 2428 
(W>8 In) Qroum 071-413 3321 
Em ami. Wed rmu 3nm. 
Sat Sun A 8-30^4lh Dec 3pm 
NOW IN ITS 2ND YEAR 
"A SAUCY COMEDY*’ E. Sid 

DON'T DRESS 
FOR DINNER 

“Gfctttoufy Pi Rw ane m M" T.Ota 


FORTUNE BO/CC 071 836 2S38 
HOORAY FOR HORROR 
AT XMAS 
Suaon HU1» 

THE WOMAN IN BUCK 

Adapt Ml to) BUvtim Maliatraii 

-A BRILUANTLY EFFECTIVE 

SPINE CHILLER* Guardian 

"A REAL THRILL" S. Times 

Talto B m q nWir* 1 ’ T OM 
Mon Sal tom Mrts Tup 3 sal 4 
NOW BOOKING TO MARCH 
CC 497 9977/344 4444 

(S4 nr/bUB few 379 9901 Ibfcgfce) 
TOMORROW at 7pm 


GARRICK BO/CC 494 SOSS line) 

/OTI 344 4444/497 9977 

BEST PLAY 

AU 4 MAJOR AWARDS 1391 

"UNMISSABLE" Inacpcndenl 

■me MOST CELEBRATED PLAY 
IN THE WORLD 

-Brian Hitt... A*|enMil»«* D.EXB 

DANCING at LUGHNASA 


otiaw h* Ngfcrt " NV Tlmea 
Manual 8 Mais Tltur 3 Sal 4 


' %7 


CLASSICAL CONCERTS 



BARBICAN HALL 

071 -63B 8691 9/<m-8pm daily 

C-MC JAO At.: .aUHF.ilD f r»i| C.1 LCNCCh 


to«pitaaatNi t aiaMi»Bia»*9ioaraa, 


BEACON EUROPE DAY, NEW YEAR'S EVE IBM 
A pnvainmB of youth ovetfc tram al owai Eiaopo 
10 mart the conwig ot Stogie Eiaocwan Martel 
P co Concert Nhct Veaf 5 Pany m Bjrtxan fovtnr. iart iraSagm 


ST. GRJES CHURCH. CWPPUBGATEacWL tom BamteanB oa ORce 

Thu EUROPEAN COMMUNITY BAROQUE ORCHESTRA 
31 Dec Hoy Goodiwi (S. Mart BamaB inanpei Programme n&ato 
300pm HanWAnMoftfiaQiMndSlebflBariiBranlintMqQxoenx 
Noa.g&3 Eio^cnncstei Pan of me European Arts Factual 


Thu EUROPEAN COMMUNITY YOUTH ORCHESTRA 
31 Dee Vtadbolr Auhtonazy cond.. Frederick Kempt piano l BBC 

todSiartmwRWNWC^walSTOof togaiwJftKTwStt 
Il.l5pml Ravel La Vote C25t20IM5nCU3 Bartucan Conto 

SPONSORED OV UOTAL EO USPUE m CORPORanOtj 
THE EUROPEAN ARTS FESTIVALS THE FO RBQN 

«COia*ONWEAtTHOfFCF 


Fiff LSO SOn/tCCTEC NEW YEAR FAMILY CONCERTS 
Jan 3pm London Symphony O ic ha atra , John GaoraladM cond A 
Thu3l - programme c/wattafi. marches and pdkafiOyZlehref. Eduard 
Sal 2 Jan Stnusi.JStiw>safAUandJoiafSKauss 
730pm C5-f1950 SPQMSOHED By SBWICETEC IMTEHWJTIOBIdL 


Thu/Son 

7nO Jan 

750pm 


Rtehard Hctan cond.. Jaidca Watson. Mkhoal Chance, 

Donald MaxmU «aowa London Symphony Ctorw, 

Southend Boys Choir. Pmg. also Inc. i7Jfan> Vaughan Wntams 

Ov The WaspeWWtam AlwynSymphoiyNoa uan lai Elgar 

Alasso to The SouV WHam Maryn Sjnyrow No5 HvttotrofXia 
aE93prt3tt5£a)Esa tsom 


tot 
9 Jan 
750pm 


POPULAR 


todonal Symphony Ofchesna. 


Uardn Yates cond, Allan StandMd pkano. Uendatorahn Ov. 

The Hatartw Grieg Plano Cdncwto Bizet Carman 5u9) 

SIbeBua FHanria Gnag Pew Gynt Sraie No 1 Revel Botoo 

C2lCia50Cia50Cl2-S0ttLS0 Wrior UncWoieef LM 


BEACON EUROPE DAY, NEW STAR'S EVE 1992 
ST.GILES CHURCH, CRIPPLEGATE AT 100PM 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 

BAROQUE ORCHESTRA 

BOV GOODMAN director 
MARK BENNETT (rum pel 

Programme includes 
HANDEL Arrival of the Queen of Sheba 
BACH Brandenburg Concerto Nos.- k 3 
SPONSORED BY PANASONIC EUROPE LTD. 

This even e forms part of the Emttpean An* Festival 
TkhclsClO tconcesaioag£61 

BARBICAN HAUL AT 9.45PM 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

VLADIMIR ASHKENAZY conductor 
FREDERICK KEMPF piano 

l BBC Yount: Musician of the Year) 

WAGNER Overture io Die Meiaersmger 
RACHMANINOV Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini 
BAX Tiniagd RAVEL La VaJse 
SPONSORED BY DIGITAL EQUIPMENT CORPORA TION. 
THE EUROPEAN ARTS FESTIVAL AND THE FOREIGN AND 
COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 

Ticton £20 £1$ £10 £5 only (Performance ends approv. !l.!5pm) 

A New Years Eve party wiU cO mimic 
in tbe Foyers until midnight 

Box Office 071 638 8891 (9-8 Daily) 


THEATRES 


CLOWE BO/CC 071 494 6067 

take iccioti 344 4444/497 9977 


Ha 


E Std 


Anno Cuierti Michael Denton 
Hannah Gordon Dulcie Gray 
Martin Shaw David YclLuvJ 
OSCAR WILDE'S 

AN IDEAL HUSBAND 


A triumph— 

advised w beat • path te 
thm GMm~ S. Ttmos 
Ewi 74S Mats Thu 3.0 Sal 4Jt) 
PCYBA XMAS MAT DEC 29 AT 3 


HAYMAMCrr THEATRE ROYAL 

071 930 8800 fine rc no Ug foci 

07 1 344 4444 IwtUi 3kg Iccl 

ROBERT LINDSAY 

"SUP6KB-D Era 
-A ftMNIM ETAR ,, ltidp 

CYRANO 
DE BERGERAC 

“"SPECTACULAR, 

BWAHttUCKUNO-. 


_ - by JOHN WELLS 

Ohvctad by EUJAH MOSHINSKY 

Ewa 7jo ww i Sal Maw 2-SO 


Hill MAJESTVS 24 hr 4 <M BOBO 
(tLg rm oc 344 4444/497 9977 
■ bLa Imi Group Sain 930 6128 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 
AWARD WINNING MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

Dlrccfod tty HAROLD prince 
Eves 7 45 Man. Wed £ Sal 3 

APPLY DAILY FOR RETUBlK 


LOR. PALLADIUM 94nr Bo « r, 
i*r tu SAre chq 071 494 &Q 20 
071 344 4444/836 3464 
CroutM 494 5466 
Andrew Uoyd Webber* 
tawfcarant nj-f predu cti a W SM 
ol -Tan Rlea 

& Andrew Uoyd Wabbre'a 
WW™ BhMdcbtMW Gdn 

JOSEPH A THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR 

Dir by STSVEM PIMLOTT 
Kvn 7.30 Hdh Wed A SH 3 An 

NOW BOOKING TO MAY l 
OUBIE DAILY FOK^ BraJg 




•ari b r*4" 






SATURDAY TELEVISION AND RADIO satosday DECEMBER 26 


si f ' 


1TV LONDON 


7.00 Follow that GotoOn. Cartoon (rj (38341) 7.30 Barney's Christmas 
Stsprise (4159249) 7-35 Animal World. Nature series nanaled 

by Derek Griffiths. This morning, a profile of the robin (s) (7991997) 
7-45 Quick Draw McGraw. Cartoon western (r) (4147404) 7J50 
P«t*r Pan and the Pirates. Animated verson of J.M. Bone's 
classic tale. (Ceefax) ($) (7662220} 8.15 Chucfdevtelon. Paul and 
Barry cause chaos in a deserted house (s) (2980442) 8.35 
Chipmunks. Festive cartoon (1785423) 

9JJ0 Gore Lhre! Sarah Greene and Phillip Schofield Introduce a special 
edition featuring a celebrity Run the Risk with the Sfoe Peterteam 
taking an Brookside and a Children's BBC’s trio; plus the star- 
studded Christmas shew Shew Green end the Seven toots (s) 
(63084) 

104)0 The Chronicles of Narnia. Based on the newels at C.S. Lewis (r). 
(Ceefax) (s) ( 86862 ) 

11.00 FHm: Annie (1981). Musical set during the Depression in New York 
starring Adean Quinn as Uttte Orphan Ann ie, whose luck appears to 
be charging when she is temporarily adopted by a Mlionaire (Albert 
Finney}. Directed by John Huston. (Ceefax) (90713) 

14)0 Cartoon Double Bin (92524369) 1.20 News and weather 
(39451794) 

1.25 ’Aflo 'ABol Last year’s Cfmstmas eefition. Yvette confides that she is 
pregnant and threatens to reveal the father's name (r). (Ceefax) 
(5639133) 

2.10 Fflnn Escape to Victory (1981) starring Michael Caine and 
Sylvester Slaflone. A former England football star, imprisoned in a 
preoner of war camp during the second vrorld war. and his German 
captor, also a former international player, decide to stage a match 
However, escape is more important than victory. With Pete, Bobby 
Moore and OsvaJdo Ardifes. Directed by John Huston. (Ceefax) 
(503065) 

44)5 Simply the Best. Highlights of Jayne Torvill and Christopher 
Dean's ice show, which recently toured the United Kingdom (s) 
(4302930) 

4.55 Final Score (3853355) 

54)5 News with Jennie Bond. (Ceefax) Weather (2133862) 

5.15 Dad's Army. Extended episode of the Home Guard comedy, 
starring Arthur Lowe, John Le Mesurier and Clive Dunn. The 
Wafrrtngton-on-Sea platoon takes on its rivals from Eastgate in an 
initiative test (r). (Ceefax] (6474684) 

6.10 Kg Break Christmas Celebrity Special. Jim Davidson and 
referee John Wrgo are joined by Ruth Madoc, Patrick Moore, Anthea 
Turner, Dennis Taylor, Allison Fisher and Wfflte Thome. (Ceetax) (s) 
(635861) 

SJjONoers Chri sti n as House Party. Noel Edmonds presents a 
“Gotcha Oscari' to Tony Blackburn (s) (156959) 

7-45 Last of tbs Summer Wine. Bif Owen, Peter SaJBs and Brian WBde 
star in Roy Clarke's kxig-running comedy, in this last of the series 
the geriatric trio are put in charge- of the annual gala parade 
(Ceefax) (s) (803864) 

8.15 Lovejoy. Ian McShane stars in this Christmas episode in which a 
savage attack on a second world war flier from Czechoslovakia 
leads Love joy to Prague. (Ceefax) (s) (32931688) 

9.50 News with Jennie Bond. (Ceefax) Sport and weather (100355) 


&50 Flfcn; Pocketful of Ifirades (1961) starring Bette Davis and Glenn 
Fbrd. Kindly gangsters he*) an old apple seller to convince her long 
lost daughter that she is a lady of means. Directed by Frank Capra 
(20057510) 

94)0 FOm: The Magic of Lassie (1978) starring James Stewart and 
Mickey Rooney. Stolen from her owner by a dishonest 
businessman, Lassie escapes and makes her the arduous Journey 

home across the nigged west Directed by Don Chaffey (W 18591) 

1035 FHm: My Unde (1956) directed by and starring Jaojues Tatastoe 
bunbflng Monsieur Hiiot, in this comedy at odds with the ragh-tecn 
life of his brother -irHaw (72574539) 

12L35 Looks LBib a Chair, Actually Hfaa Lavatory. Alan Bennett selects 
his favourite dips from almost 40 years of television (r) (17190®) 

1.15 Film: Tire Water (1978) starring Jones Mason and Brffie 

Whltdaw in an enchanting version of Charles Kingsley’s classic t^e. ■ 
When a young chimney sweep is unjustly accused of stealing he 
flees to Dead Man's Pool where he enters an animated undemater 
world. Directed by Lionel Jeffries (549997) 

2.45 Elizabeth R. A film portrait of the Queen (r). (Ceefax) (s) 
(52073688) 

4.35 rann Jean de Ronette (1986) starring Gdrard Depardieu. Yves 
Montand and DsfieJ Auteui After the first world war, a young 
soldier returns home and dreams of starting Ns own business but is 
no match for the wily Provencal peasants. Directed by Claude Bsrri 
(s) (34601355) 

&30Life With Eliza Pari seven of the Edwardian comedy drama 
starring John Sessions. (Ceefax) (157959) 

6410 Arena: Linda McCartney, Behind the Lens. 

• CHOICE: Linda McCartney tells us that she was inspired to 
become a photographer by the work of Dorothea Lang and Wafter 
Evans, who recorded the poignant misery of the American 
Depression. McCartney's career took a different path, as she 
trained her lens on the rich and famous of the 1960s rock scene. 
She began with the Roifing Stones, wait on to Jimi Hendrix and Jm 
Morrison and eventuafly reached die Beatles, one of whom became 
her second husband. More recently she has forsaken rock idols for 
soda! comment and uses her camera to campaign against the 
slaughter of animals and the destruction of the English countryside. 
MaCartney is likable, modest and undeniably talented, but this is a 
bland film, much more chronicle then critique (167065) 

7.30 The MBcado. To mark the 150th annfvereaiy of the birth of Sir Arthur 
Sulivan, the D'Oyty Carte Opera Company perform their new 
production of the Gilbert and Sullvan operetta at the Buxton Opera 
House (S) (37732249) 




Portrait of a writer: Maureen Lipman with Noddy (9.50pm) 


Playing hard to get: B9y Crystal and Meg Ryan (104)5pm) 


104)5 Film: When Harry Met Sally (1989). Billy Crystal and Meg Ryan 
star in this romantic comedy about a man anti a woman who befieve 
that members of the opposite sex can never be just good friends. 
When they meet again, by chance, after a five year break they begin 
to change their minds. Directed by Rob Reiner. (Ceefax) (s) 
(345220) 

11 .40 Him: Hud , i963, b/w) starring Paul Newman as the tearaway son of 
a Texas cattleman (Mefvyn Douglas). When the ranch faces a crisis 
Hud shew his true colours. Also starring Patricia Neal, who, as with 
Douglas, won an Oscar for her performance. Directed by Martin Ffitt 
(133607). Ends at 1-30am 


9.50 Bookmark: Sunny Stories. 

• CHOICE: One of the best offerings of the hofiday period uses an 
Imagfnativs mixture of documentary, dramatisation and animation 
to chart the brtfflant career and troubled personal life of Enid Btytoa 
She may have been the world's most successful chfldren's writer, 
with 700 books and safes of 85 million copies. But her own world 
was far removed from that of her cheerful, wholesome stories. It is 
plausibly suggested that her books became a means of shutting 
out the pain of a broken home, a failed manage and inabiHy to 
relate to her own children. When a beloved puppy died she refused 
to accept the fact and continued towrite about the animal as if it was 
stflf afive. Ken Howard's portrait features Maureen Lipman as Enid 
and indudes revealing contributions from Biyton's famfly and 
acquaintances. (Ceefax) (9099794) 

114)0 A Ghost Story for Christmas: A Warning to the Curious by 
M R. James. A stranger arrives in a seaside town searching tor an 
ancient crown he believes to be buried nearby. Starring Peter 
Vaughan (r) (s) (910607) 

11 .50 FHm: Mamie (1964). The Alfred Hitchcock season continues with 
this story of a compulsive thief (Tippi Hedren) who is forced into 
marriage by her wealthy boss (Sean Connery). (Ceefax) 
(50997220). Ends at 24)0am 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


&00am Danger Bay (75828] &30 Etaphoi 
Boy (B36B8) 74» Fi n Fact ory (3252065) 
124® Bamaby Jones (67688) UOOpmRhn: 
Say Qr» For Me (1359) starring Brno Ctoaby 
and Oebtte Reynolds (88133) 34X3 Cartoons 
(79958) 4JXI The Dikes of Hazzard (81794} 
54)0 WWF Wresting (2274) 64X1 The 
Addams Family (8065) MO The Royals: A 
Year in Crisis (57958) 84X1 Unsolved 
Mysteries (17607) 94)0 Cops I (B797BJ 9-30 
Cops H (68317) 1000 Saturday Nfcrt Uve 
(90930) 11410 HH Street Blues (25775) 
124® Pages from Skyfed 

SKY NEWS 


TwertjHour hoir news sewtoe 

SKY MOVIES+ 


64Xtam Shoacsaa (67046) 


8-00 Ttw Waltons' Crista fl990); Home- 
spun tales from me nxxoteln (56779) 

104)0 The Beat at Benny HO (1974): 
Comedy sketches (B2997) 

124» St* Wars (1977); Ldte Skywaker 
rescues Princess Leb (24029317) 

24Bpm Kies Shot (1989): Whoopi Gold- 
berg wins at pod (945152) 

44)0 King Ralph (1991): John Goadmai 
becomes King d Enffend (5628) 

6J» Joe Versus the Volcano (1800): Tom 
Harks agrees Id sacrifice his lie (37688) 
84M Look Who* Tafldng Too (1990): 
Klrstie Aflsy gives bath to a baby stater for 
(odder Mfaay (87161) 

104» The Stance of tha Lontfae (1991): 
Anthony Hopkins stars as serial Her 
Hambal Lector (96626) 

12.00 WBd Orchid (1989): Erotic dama 
staring Cane Otis (609602) 

1 £Oam Betsy's Woddng (1 990): Alan Alda 
ts the lather of the bnde (77374027) 

44» The RfldolaM Hou- (198S) : Comedy in 
which teenagers invoke an ancient curse al a 
HaftMc'en party (B9485). Ends at 04» 


SKY MOVIES GOLD 


430pm Dr Who and the Deletes (1966): 
Stani® Rater Cushing (3331 7) 

64X1 The Dresser (1983): Tom Courtenay 
looks alter Albert fancy (98510) 

84W iwaght Zona — The Movie (1983): A 
quartet at eerie tales by .kxr cfractorc, 
incteng Stephen Spfefcerg (68163442) 
10U05 Blood Brothen (1978): Drama about 
an aBTenAmericdi tamiy of construction 
workas (B42510). Ends at124» 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 


(71S78) 12410 Football Barcelona v 
Sampdoria Genoa (24572) 2410pm Balnxjm 


Sampdoria Genoa (24572) 2410pm Batioom 
Dancing (54152) 44X1 Figure Scting (2930) 
tun 1992 Ofynoics (20317) 7M Ice 
Hockey (615317) 1030 Euroscores 

(377464) 11.00-124® Bcoang (B5171) 
eM 

SCREENSPORT 


JVC 




HIGH ENERGY 




6410m Dot and the Koala (3397B3CQ 7M 
Dot aund the Kangaroo (1976) (9233539): 
AustraSan talas mbong five action and 
arwnation about a girl and her arimaffriands 
9.10 Treasure tatand (1972): Adulation of 
R.L Stevenson's Casfflc (14389336) 

114te Duel of Heorts (1990): Barbara 
Cartiand romance otantig Alban Doody and 
Benedct Taylor (23085) 

14XJpm WRhout a Ctee (1989): Comedy 
wdh Mchaei Caine and Ben Kingsley as 
Sherlock Holmes and Wistsan (14171) 

34® On Bw Buses (1971): Women driers 
cause troiibie at the depot (45161) 

54® Mutiny on ttw Buses (1973): Reg 
Varney teaches his brother-irvtaw to drive In 
Windsor safari park (33133) 

74® HoBday on the Buses (1973): The bus 
craw vtaits a hofeday camp ( 12201 ) 

94® Motmtafaa of the Moan (1990); BJopic 
of tha Victorian explorer Sr Richard Butcn 
and his search lor the source of the Mte. 
Starring Pare* Bargtn (95118888) 

11 JO Murder 101 ( 1991): Professor Perce 
8rosnan b framed (4997751 
12^5am Gu9ty by Suqdcian (1990): Ftim 
drecnr Robert De Mm is accused of m- 
American activates P5BQ27) 

2JB0 Buried AHva (1890) Jenifer Jason 
Leigh poisons Tm Matheson (443849111 
54X1 Acme FN» Aprfts (1990): American 
end war drama (13973). Ends a 74® 

SKY SPORTS 


BJOam Six-Oay Cycfing (92404) 7.30 Water 
Sta Tow (68404) 84® Show Jumping 
(12341) 9410 Motorspon (34510) 104» Pro 
Nek (54688) 114X1 Sports Special (29978) 
11-30 Micfeay Thompeon OH Rood Rachg 
(20007) 1200 NBA Action (80152) 12430pm 
NFL— The Week in Review (74125) 14® 
Global Aduerture Sport (88268) 1.30 Pro 
Box (33539) 330 Drag Racing (7355) 44® 
Water SW Tour (6862) 4J0 Men s Pro Beach 
Vbileybal (81249) 5J0 Mcksy Thompaon 
Oil Road Racing (6628) 64® Drag Racing 
(3539) BJOPOwvsports (51084) 74® Raris- 
Majctw-Boiiing Raid (59084) BJBO Pro 
SupeTOto (4152) 94® Pro Box (58978) 
114® Dreg Racing (11858) 1130 Mckey 
Thompson 0« Road Racing (46794) 1200 
POwertxat World (55058) 1.00am Pro Nek 
(90114) 200 Bowing (13114) 3.00 Show 
Jumping (58350) 44® Motorspcrt (84283) 
SXW Thai Kick Box (84027) 


LIFESTYLE 


124® Rambo (75220) 1230pm Spaa! Zone 
(27171) 14® White Shadow (730BB662) 1.55 
The Oeomchasers (45088859) 2^5 The 
Green Hornet (45984713) 250 Spate Spain 
Hofday (7885152) aos The Adventues ol 
Jim Bowk (1450012) &30 Johnny Rtego 
(2423) 44® Room for Daddy (1930) 
4*30 Gameshows (43715) 64® 

(6967094) 104® Jukebox Muse Videos 
(B337338) 20IKUWem Top Five (75832) 

UK GOLD 


630am Fiahteg the West (36688) 74® Tha 
Faldo GcS Ovsiange (87539) 94® Vintage 
Car Raly (79046) SJOWbrid Sports Spactal 
(74107) 104® The Boat Room (68046) 
11.00 Soccer weekend (79510) 124® WWF 
WTOsttng (20268) 14npm Sports Saturday 
(4G46442) 4J30 Super Sunday Extra: Oldham 
Athletic v Liverpool (4638423) 84® WWP 
WTOartng (93210) 9-30 European League 
Rouxl-Up (11539) 1030 Rtegside (13336) 
124KF44nam Super Sunday Extra: Okteam 
Athletic V Lhrarpool (B993331) 

EUROSPORT 


600am Step Aerobics (74591) 600 Ski 
Report (77046) 000 Motorspon (64355) 
1030 Step Aerobes (93626) 114® Baring 


S4Mam Rainbow (10378133) 6.15 Chariton 
e the loe World (8300317) 6X5 

Dangermouse (52049628) 74® Lassie 
(2487249) 7.30 OH TV (2439084) 84® 
Chock/s ChaBenge (2305501) 8J0 Renta- 
ghost (2304882) 04® Visionaries (2328442) 
930 Rude Dog end the Dweebs (1741779) 
104® Jem (20022201 104» Dmgeons end 
Dragons (2324626) 114® Wn: A Christmas 
Carol (1338. Ww) earring Regnaid Owen 
(3571 £046) 12.15pm Film: ITs a WondertJ 
Lite {1946. Ww) stanng James Stewart 
(58920672) 2X8 EastEriders (75330355) 
5J30 Five CMdien and II (3WS201) 64® 
Flm The Wizard of Oz (1930) starring Judy 
Garland (9138423) 64® Mss Maple: 450 
from Radtfngton (9141268) 104® To Catch 
e Knar Ftrsl of a two-pen drama (2669713) 
1 1X5 7he Young Ones (8449688) 12.15an 
Three ot -a Kind (3827006) 12X5-1X5 In 
Concert: MC hammer (3472195) 


vy_$ 




raiStweo and MW. 44®mn Neale James (FM 
only unlf 64X1) 74® Bruno Brookes 1114® 
Dare Lee Trane 1.00pm Ataian Juste 2L00 
Marc Bcten: 20th-Century Boy (r) 34® Johrrto Water 64® The Saturday Rock Show &30 
Victor Lewis-anirh 94® Andy Kershaw 114® Paul Oatentokfs Essantm Dance (HM orty 
from 12.00) 24»X4X)an NWcy Home (FM arty 

FN Stereo. 4410am » Renreto: The Early 
Show 74® Roger Royte 94® Terry Wogan 
124® Sax and Gnaavae'e Christmas Special 
14Wpm From Sudolt to Sarajevo., .a® Badd wuh Martin Bel 24® Howertfs WSy: The 
career ol Frartoe Howard 34® DavW Jacobs 4J0 Jofn Betjeman: A Celebration 64® Tte 
Ligrt Enterttanmen i Show 7J0 George Shearing and Ihe BBC Bq Band In America 9410 Easy 
Does ft 104® Matin Ketner UXMdOOmi John Terett vritti NtfftRxte 


THERE'S STILL TIME TO STOCK UP WITH 
JVC’s LATEST VIDEOTAPE * WITH UP TO 
20% MORE MAGNETIC ENERGY THAN 
STANDARD MATERIAL, YOU’LL CAPTURE 
ALL THE BEST FEATURES THIS CHRISTMAS! 


News end sport on the how irtfl 7JX)pSL 
64)0am World Service.' Wbrid News; 64» 
New® About Bntan: 8.15 The World Today 
&3Q Weekend Edban 9 JO Qet Set ... 10 l 30 Tates of the Taras Rangers 114® Gol 11J0 
Sport on Ftea. ptB6anted by John tawnfete Footer* Sheffield Wednesday vM n nch e aarUid. 
Ara^ialv Ipswich, Covontiy vAsmri Vila aid OWam vLfwrpool: Racing ton Kampfaiftyk: 
2a0pm King Gaorea VI States 5J» Sports Report74® Spoiling Atoms: NeBWhbb (r)84» 
Le Top 94® Afnroop Worldwide: Cheb Khaled Lne 104® Sport 10.15 On me Lam ted 1 14® 
Sport l24XM24Xtam News; Sport 


WORLD SERVICE 



JVC 


1(7) wfr 


Afl times to GUT. 4J0am Christmas Music 
4X4 Weather 4X5 Prog u irne s in German 
3J0 Europe's People 5JS8WVather 64® News 

6.15 Tha world Today &3G Programmes n French 659 Wtiaffiar 74® Newsdesk 750 
People end Potties 84® News 84® Words of FaHh 8.1 6 A Joky Good Show 94® NnveSJS 
Writers in a Nutshd 615 Short Stety: A Lion tor Ihe Kng 630 Peraona) View 9X5 Spots 
Round® 10X0 Jazz New and ThenlO.15 Letter from America 1630 Waveguide 10X0 Book 
Oiofce 10X5 From the Weeklies 11 4® Nawsdesk 1150 BBC English 1 1X6 Programmes in 
German Mdday Naurs 12.09pm Words of Path 12.16 MuUtiack 3 12X5 Sports Roundup 

1 4® Newshour 24)0 Letterbox 2.15 Perconaf View 2^0 Sports Renew of toe Yev 34)0 News 

3.15 Spartsvmrid 44® News 4.15 BBC Engfcdi 429 News n French 450 Programmes n 
Goman 54® Sportsarorid 639 Programmes In French 64® Newsdssk 630 Prograrunes In 
Qermai 84® New 609 Personal View 625 Worrteof Fetal 630 Europe This VMuriend 8JJ5 
European Sjports News 94® Newstour 104® News 10.15 Mendan 10X5 Saoite Rcxrxlup 
71 4® News 114K WOrds of Fath 11.10 Book Choice 11.1 E A Jolly Good Show MJdolgW 
Nawsdesk 12J0«ro The Ken auee Show 1X0 Play of toe waetc As You Like B 200 
Neuadesfc 230 Biope dt the Time 34® News 21 5 Sports Rtxudup 330 An Kalan Dream 
250 Wrta On 44® News 4.15 Under TTveat 

64)0am Sarah Lucas 94® Petroc TreJawry 
124® Ffau) CaOan's Celebrity Choice Selection 
200pm Concert 44)0 AOiiJs(jBistmas64» 
Chrfamas Past 74® The Chorus and Orchestra of the Bayreuth Festival inter WoUamer 
Netsson pvform Ffchard Wagner's The Ffyng Dutchman Wth Maul SaMBnea Lrsbeth 
Baku*/ tted Robert Scfetek 10JM Mcheef Mappte^ l4XV64J0an> Andrri Loon 


CLASSIC FM 


GLOOTYmm (5199356) 

9^5 Film: Tire Care Bears Movie (1985). Chftfren's animated 
adventure in the land of Care-a-Lot where the Cara Beats live. 
Directed by Ama Setock 

1045 Cartoon Time. Disney animation (8473864) 

11 .00 Movtes, Movies, Movies. Dan Akroyd talks about his new fihi 
Chaplin, anti fectofes reviews of The Moppets Christmas C&al, 
Hone Atone ff and Staler Act (91 794) 

1SL00TTV Chart Show. Special edition featuring Snap, Ugly Kid Joe, 
Right Said Fred and Shakespeare Sister (8) (21862) 

1JJ0 Newswffii Nicholas Owen. Weather (40872572) 

1.10 FHnc Winnie the Pooh said a Day for Eeyore-f19Q3). Disney 
cartoon. Everyone has forgotten Eeyore's birthday. Narrated by 
Laiafe Man. Directed by Rick Reinert (8168143) 

1.45 FOm: Robin Hood (1973). Disney cartoon version with animals 
Itetfeg the rotes of the heroes of Sherwood Forest Indudes the 
voices of Teny-Thomas and Peter Ustinov. Directed by Wolfgang 
ReAhoman (535794) 

3.15 Fan: The Sword in the Stone (1963). Disney animated version of 
the legend of Kng Arthur, based on the book by T.H. White, A 
young boy dreams of becomfog the next tong of Erigiand. Directed 
by WDflgang Reithennan. (Oracle) (523959) 

4X5 News with fticholas Owen. Sports results and weather (9659256) 
5415 New Raywatoh Preview. David Hasseflioff presents a behind-the- 
acenes look at the television adventure series (7590808) 

&Q0 Beadle’S About Jeremy Beadle plays tricks on more unsuspecting 
members of the pubfic ( 881 ) 

6.30 You Bet Matthew Kelly presents this Christmas special which 
* features teams from the Army, the Royal Navy, the Royal Marines 
aid the RAF. With guests An nabel Gfles. Andrew O’Connor. Judl 
Spiers aid Kris Akabusi (s) (66978) 


and features ^4461510! mu (19210) 

taire on fflgei Mansell and San Torrance 1/95 J 
11 JOO American Football (r) (9404) 

11,30 ISS 

T S F STg^ SStSf- 

3.15 BroofcsWe Omntous (r). (TetetotfHs) (5023256) 

preacher find friendship ttirougrtift^ed f^By tragedies Diroctadt^ 
7nlTnn Korda. fTeletext) (53912539) 








r 1.^ 


preaenur ikiu — 

Zottan Korda (Tetetext) t 5391 ^^--, 
5 30 Nkwg summary and weather (1 75355) 


>4,11*0 


'•vr-* ^ 
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Toasting theft- win: David Jason and Pam Ferris (7J3Qpm) 


VARIATIONS 


ANGLIA 

As London except 935-IOEORtet Jufes 
Vane's Strange Ho&tey (b 758572) 

BORDER 

As London arrotipb uoairijsiin F3m: 
A Boy Named Chafe Brown (252911) 

GRAMPIAN 

As London aoroopb 430am-655am Flm: 
A Boy Named Chafe Brown (25291 1 ) 

GRANADA 

As London aomopt fl-25 Snow Witte 
Christmas Specid (7349681) 1020-124® 
BMX Barxits (384780*6) 420-6-5Sam Film 
A Boy Galled Chafe Bnwn (252911) 

SCOTTISH 

As London aoetipl: 4.10aro-5^am The 
m Man and Her (979178) 

TSW 

As London except 430an»&55am Him: 
A Boy Named Chtefa Brown (252911) 

ULSTER 

As London except 43Qam-5£5Bn> Rim: 
A Boy Named Chart® Brown (25291 1) 

S4C 

Starts; 65S Ktdeo (14517751 735 Hgh 5 


RTE 1 

Starts: BAS Rm: WB/ Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory (Gene WSder. Jack 
Atoertson. Hoy Khnea) (44406317) 1130 
Fire Anbugs (8/885/75) 12X5 The 
Campbells (7661248) 1.15 Nows 
(26320539) 1J® Utile Match GM (99828220) 
1-50 Flm: A ffigM a the Opera (The Max 
Brothers, Alan Jonas. Margaret DumonQ 
(17931733) 335 FDm: Ptaocchto (54561355) 
54® Fossetfa arcus (1864317) 64® Ihe 
Angelus (8188881) 64)1 News (1087888) 
6.15 Play the Game Christmas Srow 
(6769048) 74® The Secret Scrooge Parto 
(1389510) 64® Fftrc Dirty Rotten Scouv 
dreta (1376046) 104® News (13001715) 
12X0 Late News (2491089) 1250 Ck»e 


635am Open Urtvwsfty: Child 
Abuse and the Children Act 

&55 Weather 

7.00 Record Review, with Paul 
Gitinery. Cart Stamitz (Trio for 
flute, violin and continue, Op 
14 No 3): Haydn (Piano 
Sonata m G minor, H XV) 44: 
Alfred Btendei, piano); Mahler 
(Lieder eines Fahraiden 
Geseflen: NYPO wxter Kurt 
Masur): Vieuxtemps (Viola 
Sonata in B flat, Op 36: 

Nobuko Imai, viola. Roger 
Vgnotes. piano). Handel (Anas 
from Flondame: The Hanover 
Band under Rot Goodman); 
Watton (CeBo Concerto: Lynn 
Harrefi: CBSO under Simon 
Rattle) 

94)0 News 

94)5 Record Review continues 
with Critics' Choice 1992: 
Richard Osborne chairs a 
discussion on the year's 
releases; 10^5 Record 
Release: Graupner (Aus der 
Tiefen rufen win Cape! la Sancti 
Michaels: Ricetear Consort 
under Erik Van Novel, with 

Greta De Reyghere. soprano, 
James Bowman, counter- 
tenor. Guy De Mey, tenor. Max 
Van Egmond, bass); Massenet 


(Ch&ubin, Act 3: Bavarian 
State Opera Chorus and 


State Opera Chorus and 
Munich Radio Orchestra under 
Pinchas Steinberg, wtth June 
Anderson and Dawn Upshaw, 
sopranos. Frederica von 
Slade, mezzo, and Samuel 


Ramey, bass); Schubert (VfoBn 
Sonata in A 0574: Gidon 
Kramer, violin. Valery 
Afenassiev, piano); Lambert 
(The Rio Grande: Chorus of 
Opera North; Engiteh Northern 
Sinforsa under Cfevid Ltoyd- 
Jones, with SaBy Burgess, 
mezzo, and Jack Gibbons, 
plmol; Goredd (Symphony No 
3; London Strifonietla under 
David Ztoman: Down Upshaw. 

soprano) 

1.00pm News 

1JQ5 Mozarfs Violin Sonatas; 
Gyorgy Pauk. violia aid P^er 
Frenkf. piano, piOT Sonata in 
C, K2a&\ Sonata vi D. K306; 
Sonata in G, K301, Sanaa In 
B ffet, K454. Including af 150 
interval Rearing (t) 

2X0 Aire de Cour sung by Rogers 
Covey-Crump, tenor, wilh Raul 
O'Dette.tute * 


3.00 SoHL- The London Orchestras. 
Natafie Wheen presents tha 
fouth of seven programmes 
on the conductor Sfr Goorg 
Softf. Featuring extracts from 
Elgar (Pomp and Oumstence 
Marches); Haydn (Symphony 
No 103 in E rat Drum Roll); 
Mendelssohn (Symphony No 3 
in A minor, Scottish); Hoist 

(RornShaus); Mozart (Piano 
Concerto No 25 m C, K503: 
Andres Schiff. piano); Boar 
(Symphony No 1 inAflte) 

54)0 Jazz R o co r d Requests, with 
Geoffrey Smith 

5X5 Chri stma s Quiz: Jeremy 
Beadle arbitrates as four 
contestants pit their musical 
wits against each other 

6X5 Salome: tn a performance 
from this years Salzburg 
Festival, the Vienna 
Philharmonic Chorus and 
Orchestra under Christoph wn 
DohnSnyi perform Strauss's 
one-act opera, to a text by 
Hedwio Lachmam. Based on 
Oscar Wilde's stage-poem, it 
fete tfw story of Hood's step- 
daughter Salome and her 
fascination wilh the prophet 
Jofcanaan (John the Baptist). 
Satarre demands hte head on 
a platter as a reward for 
dancing the “Dance of the 
Seven Veils”. Catherine 
MaBitano sings Salome, with 

Hsnrra Schwarz as her mother 
Herodes, Kenneth Riaget as 
Herod, Bryn Terfel as 
Jokanaan and Peter Seiffert as 
Narraboth. Sung in German 

8J5 Mon Runyon Rogues: The 
Snatching of Book® Bob. 

Ksny Shale reads the firs! of 
four stories by Damon Runyon 

Rjrced (Three Fanlazias: No 6 
to F; No 10 to E minon No 11 
in G): Tppett (String Cfeartet 
No S); Beetiicwen (Quartet to A 
minor. Op 132) (t) 

10-35 Granados and Ravel: 

Joaquin Achucarro. piano, 
pteys Graiadoa (S amor y la 
nrwerte; Epilogo, Serenala del 
Mpectra, Goyescas); Ravel 
(Prefude in A minor, Gaspard 
de la rut) (r] 

11 J 0 Impressfons: Brian Morton 
presents reissues of compact 
(foes of jazz classics 

12L3Q-1SL35amNewa 




* 


Fantasy: Granpa takes a trip down memory lane (6.40pm) 


7^0 The Darling Buds of May. in this Christmas edition of the hit 
comedy-drama based on the novels of H.E Bates, Ma and Pop 
Larton win a trip to Paris. Starring David Jason and Pam Ferris. 
(Oracle) (S) (53862) 

8^0 FHm: Arthur 2 — On the Rocks (1988) staring Dudley Moore as 
the drunken muffi-miflionaire. When his jtted fiancee's father takes 
over his company, Arthur has to choose between his new wife and 
his fortune. With Liza Minnelli. Directed by Bud Yorton. (Oracle) 
(71711046) 

1040 The New Statesman. The last programme in the satirical comedy 
series starring R3< MayaJL Alan B'Stard believes k is time for the 
British people to choose a new leader. With Marsha Ftealan. 
(Oracle) (455404) 

11.10 News with hficholas Owen. Weather (948065) 

11 JZO Fiftn:^ The Godfather (1 971).^ The first part erf the epic tale of a mafia 
famfly starring Marlon Brando and Al Pacino. The war is over and 
Don Corteone intends to take control of the inderworid. Directed by 
Francis Ford Coppola (972423) 

1 JDOam FOm: The Latter (1961) starring Lee Rerrack as the wife of a 
plantation owner who is accused of murdering a famfly friend she 
claims tried to rape he/. Directed by John Erman (606176) 

2X5 Film: A Night fn Heaven (1983) starring Christopher Atkins and 
Lesley Ann Warren. A college teacher becomes obsessed with one 
of her students when she sees him performing as a male stripper. 
Directed by John G. Avidsen (s) (770176) 

4.15 Get Stuffed Christmas Special. Tasty festive treats for the 
budget-condous (78981) 

4X5 Stuntmasters Death defying feats from HoOywoorfs stuntmen 
(4956992) 

5X0 Cartoon (4855669) 

5^5 ITN Morning News (5422805). Ends at 6J10 


6X0 Granpa. Charming animation based on John 

Rttfe gill enjoys h» grandfather’s adventurous tales With the voice 
of Peter Ustinov (s) (844713) 

7.10 God on the Box , „ . u ._. 

• CHOICE; From the Blue Peter jollity of Pam Rhodes to Hanv 
Secombe miming in his anorak, rebgious broa^restshaw ottm 

assumed an afr of the unreal, not to say comic. They 1 r-vere fevwma . 

to «1 the so-called toddlers' truce, a tBfevisfon-free zone in^ me early 
evening designed to allow parents to get 
The inventor of the “God slot" was Lew Grade wto, 
appropriately, was bom on Christmas day- The churches feared 
that the worship of God on television would empty tte pewsaid 
dflute the message. This mildly irreverent film looks back on nearly 
40 years of programmes, good, bad, treacly and Marions, and 
recalls the sad case of the avuncular Jess Yates, whose career as 
anchorman tor Stars on Sunday was abruptly terminated when the 
press discovered his romaice wtih a showgirl (s) (295572) 

8.10 Salome. Sir Peter Hall's acclaimed Royal Opera production frwn 

Covent Garden of Strauss's musical drama. Starring Maria Ewing 
and Michael Devlin and conducted by Sir Edward Downes (s) 
(47394323) . . ' 

104)0 Americana: Rich. Last of Jonathan Ross's documentaries ui wrah 
he explores the odd comers of American Bfe. He takes a took at 
business, from the Exotic Dancer's Han of Fame in CaMomtab 
Mojave Desert to dressing up as a chicken for the corporate Mascot 
Training School (s) (5340266) _ 

11.05 The AF1 Salutes Sidney Pettier Harry Belafbnte hosts the 
American Rim Institute's presentation of a Lifetime Achfevemart 
Award to the actor whose career spans 40 years. Includes 
contributions from Bffl Cosby, Denzel Washington, Tony Curtis and 
Danny Gtover. (Teletext) (s) (923012) 

1225am Him: Destroy AO Monsters (1968). The GoctoSa season 
. continues with this tale in which all of Earth's monsters rampaging 
towards Tokyo. Directed by tehiro Honda. Japanese film with 
Engfish dialogue (435089). Ends at 2J0S 





VkteoPhiM- and the Vldoa PhuGottas 

The numbers next to each TV programme listing are Video PtusCode™ numbers, 
which aflow you to programme your video recorder mswnSy with a VideoPto*™ 
handset VideoRus* taribe used wrth mosrwdeas. Tap in the S/idea PhoCade for (tie 
pcogrammewi wteh to record. For more delate cafl Vi(feoftoon0839 T ^t2Q4fc jfc 

5 Ivory HousiLFIantatKxi Wharf! London 5 W 1 1 3TN. Vkieoplus+ («\.’Nustade ( r **l 
and Video Programmer are trademarks of Gemstar Marketing Ltd. 


(2983404) 7X5 Trans World Sport 
(44615119 94W Racing: The Mcmng Une 
(19210) 9X0 Rosey and Buddy (39681) 
104® JfliGn (52734) 10X0 Flm: Sand of 
Monte Christo (Robert Montgomery. WSSam 
Conrad, Paia Corday) (S3065) 124® 
American FootbaL Play Action (98046} 
12X0 Charnel 4 Racing tram Kempton Parte 
(49043065) 3.15 Camega Hal Cfnstmas 
Concert (62800539) 4^5 Dennis (3848065) 
54)5 Brootaide (3378317) 6X0 Newt and 
Sport (184978) 645 Blodeumdd —YPanto 
(41622(9 8.15 Bacha H O'Mb (123442) A4» 
Gwynfyd (3387) 1630 Patas (474536) 1655 
Another Audience wdh Dame Edna (593794) 
11 JO Americana R7BB97) 12J0 Brarasl of 
Wood Green (5350824) 1.20 Cloao 




I to becoow prime mtoisiaR rak Maytoi wMh Marsha FHzolan (1TV, 1040pm) 


(s) Stereo on FM 


5^5am Shfopmg Forecast 
6X0 News Brie ling, incl 64)3 
Weather 6.1 0 The Farming 
Week 650 Prayer for the Day 
6-55 Wetaher 7X0 Today, ind 
7.00, 7 JO, 8.00. 8J30 News 
7J20 Listeners' Letters 725, 
a25 Sports News 7X5 
TTm^ht for the Day 7^, 8.58 

9X0 News 

9-05 Sport on 4. with Cfiff Morgan 
9J® Breakaway expiates the 
wedding business (s) 

10- 00 News; Loose Ends: Ned 

Sherrin selects the year's 
lesser worst moments (s) 

11.00 Out of Order Christmas 
Special Patrick Harman 
chairs the poflticaf quiz with 
captains. MPs Julian Crilchley 
and Austin Mitchell (s) 

11- 30 Europhtie celebrates the 

traditions, songs and 
meanings ol Christinas across 
Europe 

12- 0° f*m Sony I Haven't a due 

Christinas Special: 

Humphrey Lyttelton presides 

raur Dnmi n a . 


6.00 News and Sports Round-Up 

6425 Year Ending (si irj 

6-50 Yes, Just a Wit Minister 

• CHOICE. This is the story of 
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Oyer, Graeme 
Garden, Willie Rushton and 
Txn Brooke-Tayfor (s) 
l 2 - 25 pm The News Qtdz or the 

wMi Bany Took, Richard 

tograms, Alan Cferen and 
guests (s) 1Z£5 Weather 
l oo News 

1.10 Our Next Question Please? 

Jonalhan Dimbteby looks baztr. 

OT the events of 1992 1.55 
Forecast 

iOO The Rabhffs Tale; Neil 
Wafea- tete the story of how 
me wfld rabbet was introduced 
_ 5 1 * 0 centuries ago (s) 

2M PtaytiouseAi 

UrauitabteJofiforaWoman 
p.d. James's first novel to 
feature her detective Cordetra 
8ow te f ) (s) (r) 

Cflff MrcheftnorB goes in 
of the folklore of the 
hofly tree and its Christmas 
e m W 30(1 raratleioe (s) 

m SSSl® 5 ?* PtoMure: It s lie 
ApPfe T _n»- S*r Wrfham 

Gofoing and Peter Orr present 
poetiy and prose reflecting 
progress from the 
cradte to tne grave (gj 


damp cxnvn on excessive 
drfeking during the first wortl - 
w ar an d began a form of state 
control of pubs and breweries 
that was to last half a centuiy. 
Pubs were painted battleship 
grey, round buying was 

ttscauraged arid landlords 
were civil servants vrtxj had to 
sign the Official Secrete Act . 
Seeing what some pubs are 
Rke today, compiler Enc 
Robson concludes Ihal for a3 . 
its faults there was a lotto be 

said for what drinkers called " ■ 

"the state conlrof Mine's a ' 
pint, please landtord (si 

7- 30 Kaleidoscope. Byan 

Robertson talks lo the scuktidr' ' 
Efl3abeth Fnnk (si 
7^0 Christmas Spirits After 
Supper Ghost Stories, by 
Jerome K. Jerome (s) ..r; 

8- 35 Fighting for Father 

Chrfebnas: Tim Bcwier hnds . 
out where Father Christmas . 
realty lives (s) 

8-50 Conversation Piece Sue - 
MacGregor tofts to 
Christopher Gable, artistic • 
director of the Northern BaBot 
Theatre (s) (r) 

9450 Music in Mind- More favourite 
o«?S^.' f 5 MhbvBrtaKa y(s) 

10,00 S 2 w Sempar ls> 9 - 59 VteMta ' - 

10.15 MasteTOram A special - ’ - 
invitation chaflonx match wtffi 
™ hxirnrs-in trf =• 

mol 99? Bmm rtBni-vnan 0 

10.45 Worlds Apart Hardnep KflUf - 
fo Rav Brown about her 
childhood in Amrii-yr to - = v ; - 
northefri Punub • ' ■: ._*• 

T0J» Richard Baker Compares - 
Notes wilh Dowd HJl. orodmar 
at Winehcstor atihodral. “ 
choir memtwa Francis PM : '.i 
‘femes Good? run (s) W : .? 
1130 Dear Dliuy Simon Broil 
nresents vxtracts from - 


COMPILED BY PETER DEAR AND GILLIAN MAXEY 

TV CHOICE PETER WAYMARK/RADIO CHOICE KENNETH GOSLING 


Radio 3 - F?«W,6-90J. - ;Z V (S 

S^vlce; MW 648^46^. 
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w nw low uanyon 1952) starring Wilfem 

9 , a r:sr&r * Ms^r 

9.15 JKi 1 ^ ^ W* 1 "**?"?* s P ectal - Music and worship from Rov 
S fefKST BUCWnQhamShire - P***^ Graffi 

10.00 Christmjwln Europe. The true meaning of Christmas as 
celebrated by people all over Europe {702746a unnsim3s 88 
10.45TTW M»urel o^rmilan. Andrew Sachs is the narrator for this 
cetejxatonof steminQ, speed and strength in humans and animals 

(S) [55083/3) 

11.40 55 K o The lt S { f 1 o Job ( i 969) starrin 9 Michael Caine, NoSI Coward 
and Benny HiH. Comedy caper movie with Caine as a recently 
released lag who Implements an audacious plan to stealSd 

^ by super-oookCbward who t &*£ 

Son .nSfi? ^ sentenca ® 

IJtO Weather (39428466) IJtS News (394277371 

, ecfition W- (Ceefax) (a) (37244) 

3.00 FUm; Omrtote of Fkv (1981) starring Ben Cross and Ian Charison 
* arT «- written by Colin Welland and 
directed In a debut tnumph by Hugh Hudson, based on the true 
story of two men devout Scottish missionary Eric bddefl and 
Jewish Cambridge undergraduate Harold Abrahams — aimlna for 
goW at the 1924 Paris Olympics. Uddetl runs foe his refiSon. 
Abrahams runs to fight prejudice. (Ceefax) (88669) 

5- 00 Disney Time. Sarah Greene introduces dips from Disney 

favourites. (Ceefax) (3155060) y 

5.40 Antiques Roadshow - the Next Generation. A spedal 
Christmas «bhon for chfidren introduced by Hugh ScuSy from the 
Netional Railway Museum. York, featuring toys, trains and teddy 
bears. (Ceefax) (s) (645350) 

6- 25 News with Chris Lowe. (Ceefax) Weather (692737) 

6.40 Songs Of Praise For Christmas from Chester Cathedral, 
introduced by Martin Bashrr. (Ceefax) (s) (836060) 

7.15 More Auntie’s Bloomers. Terry Wogan with a selection of out- 
takes that the victims would prefer to have been left on the cuffino- 
room floor, (Ceefax) (s) (259909) 



Solving her last murder mystery: Joan Hickson (845pm) 

B.05 Miss Marpie: The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side. 

• CHOICE: This is positively the last BSC visit to St Maty Mead, 
unless and until someone can find a Miss Marpie as credible as 
Joan Hickson and start filming the stories ail over again. One of the 
great pleasures of the series has been Hickson’s self-effacing 
performance as the gentle old sleuth, who seems to spend 90 per 
cent of the plot exchanging pleasantries and sipping tea only lo 
unmask the villain in the final minutes. As detective stories the 
Marptes are thin, which is why the series has sensibly built up the 
period detail of a vaguely fifties rural England and stiffened the 
cardboard characters with fust-rale casts. Claire Bloom, Gwen 
Watford and Bany Newman star in tonight's tale which has the sure- 
fire Ingredients of a film star trying to make a comeback, a 
mysterious blonde and. of course, murder. (Ceefax) (s) (79044534) 

10.00 The Good Life. The Christmas 1977 edition of John Esmonde and 
Bob Lathy’s suburban comedy starring Felicity Kendall, Richard 
Bners, Penelope Keith and Paul Eddington (33850) 

1030 News with Michael Buerk. (Ceefax) Weather (5791 76) 

10.45 Everyman: Songs of Longing. A portrait of Canon Angus 
MacQueen, parish priest In one of the remotest parts of Britan, 
1 Bomtsh on the Hebridean island of tes chifcfoood, South Utet (r). 
(Ceefax) (319535) 

11 35 Flint: ExcaUbur (1981) starring Nigel Terry and Helen Mfrren. 
Visually compelling but dramatically muddled version of the King 
Arthur legend, directed by John Boorman. (Ceefax) (48575008) 

1 30am Weather (7048886) 


7.00 Children's BBC begins with Champion the Wonder Horse (b/w) 
(t) (2955621 ) 735 Paddington Pees (r) (7266669) 730 Felix the 
Cat (7941992) 745 Playdays (r) (9246089) 8.10 Smoggies (ri 
(2947737) 835 Telling Tates. The story of St Francis and the wolf 
of Gubbto. (Ceefax) (s) (9629027) 830 Orville and Cuddles (r) 
(4113973) 835 Gentle Ben. Outdoor adventures starring Dennis 
Weaver (r). (Ceefax) (2128388) 9-25 BKsa (0 (s) (1205621) 9.40 
The Wetter the Bett er! W ater game show presented by Ross King 
and Gin ny Buckley (1572282) 7005 Plngu. Adventures of a young 
penguin (r) (3206553) 10.10 Edd the Duck's Megastar Trek (r) (s) 
(3294718) 7030 The Juggler Drama set In 19th century Quebec 
about a blind boy who befriends a juggler he meets in the market 
place in (5646060) 10-45 Thundercats (r) (2081282) 11.10 The 
Prom. Drama aboul a girl and her eventful school's prom night 
(1776176) 

12.00 Thundertjfrds. Science fiction puppet series (r). (Ceefax) 
(8120147) 1230 The Invaders: The Possessed, vintage soft 
series starring Roy Thrrmes (0 (1830992) 

1^0 Him: To Catch a Thief (1955) starring Cary Grant and Grace Kelly. 
The Alfred Hitchcock season continues with a lighthearted minor 
thriller set on the French Riviera. Grant, a reformed jewel thief, 
becomes the chief suspect after a new wave of robberies breaks 
out and decides to discover the real culprit Kelly lends glamorous 
support and there was an Oscar for Robert Burks's scenic 
photography (Ceefax) (25688350) 

3-25 The Maestro and ttie Diva. A concert performance of Richard 
Strauss's "The Four Last Songs" with Sir Georg Sow conducting 
the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, The sototet is Dame Kiri Te 
' Kanawa (s) (3256843) 

4.25 Film: Manons dee Sources (1986) starring Yves Montand and 
Daniel Auteuil. A polished but protracted sequel to Jean de FloreOe 
In which Mancn, Jean’s daughter, fakes revenge on those 
responsible for her father's death by starving their land of water. 
Directed by Claude Bent English subtitles (s) (37040485) 

6.15 Life With EDza. Comedy series starring John Sessions as a stuffy 
Victorian clerk, here overwhelmed try the rhubarb in his garden. 
(Ceefax) (573253) 

635 La Cenerentnta. Rossini’s opera version of Cinderella, recorded at 
the Saitzhtirg Festival with Fticcardo Chainy conducting the Vienna 
State Opera Chorus and the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. Ann 
Murray sings the title rote (s) ( 46030331 ) 



It’s In the gag: Leslie Nielsen makes ’em laugh (9.05pm) 

9-05 Fimny Business: A Ford’s Guide to Movie Comedy. 

• CHOICE; The last in a generally diverting series visits Hollywood 
to discover the formula for a hit comedy. Of couse there isn’t one, 
otherwise every film would be a hit and none would miss. But that 
does not stop Leslie Nielsen and David Zucter from offering a set of 
golden rules, based on their experiences as star and director of 
Airplane and Naked Gun. One of their golden rules is that there are 
no rules. We hear, too, from directors Penny Marshall and Penelope 
Spheeris, Mite Myers of Wayne's World and the writing team of 
Lowed Ganz and Babaloo Mandal, who were responsible for Ciy 
Stickers and Parenthood. Perhaps surprising is the extent to which 
many of these film-makers are prepared to accept the verdict of 
sneak previews and edit out jokes which do not catch fire. The 
customers, It seems, know best (s) (963195) 

935 New Season On 2. Preview (507621) 

10.00 Hint: The Fabulous Baker Boys (1969) starring Jeff Bridges, 
Beau Bridges and Mlchefle Pfeiffer. Comedy drarna about a piano 
playing duo now playing the cocktail bar circuit who try to revive 
their fortunes by hiring a talented female singer, a decision that 
soon poses problems. Directed by Steve KJoves. (Ceefax) (s) 
(61717 6) 

11.50 FUm: Notorious (1946, b/w) starring Cary Grant and Ingrid 
Bergman. Alfred Hitchcock's spy drama about the daughter of a 
Nazi agent who to prove her loyalty to America becomes a double 
agent and agrees to many a Nazi collaborator. (566398). Ends at 
135am 


JTV LONDON 


&00TV-am. Includes at 8.00 Frost on Sunday. David Frost chare a 
general discussion between Esther Rantzen, Kenneth Baker, Roy 
Hattersley. Mark Sleyn and Eve Poftgrd (1494008) 

935 Disney Club. Richard Orford. Andrea Boardman and Paul Hendy 
are joined by magician Paul Zenon and arumal expert Michael 
Bassett (2444718) 

10.45 Link: Sister and Her Brother. A prize-winning fton from Finland 
about a disabled man on a date arranged by a computer agency. 
(Oracle) (2778076) 

11 .00 Morning Worship from the Holy Family Church, Dunblane (98824) 

12.00 Encounter Living Together. A portrait of the almost 300-strong 
Hutterian community, a self-supporting group ol 60 families living in 
Robertsbridge, East Sussex (B3319) 

1230 News and weather (11036282) 1235 LWT Weather (1 1035553) 

1240 FUm: The Secret of NIMH (1982). An animated adventure about a 
widowed mouse, forced out of her field home with her srek son 
Directed by Don Bluth (4968621) 

2.05 Film: The Night They Saved Christmas (1984) starring Jaclyn 
Smith and Art Camey. Children's Fantasy about a mother and her 
three children who try to save Santa Claus's toy factory that is being 
threatened by oil drilling. Directed by Jackie Cooper (284806) 

3.45 Bullseye Christmas Special hosted by Jim Bwuen (4547282) 

430 WWi You Wars Here Reports from the Holy Land. Poland and 

an expensive ski resort in Wyoming (r). (Oracle) (s) (6768783) 

4.50 Animal Country Christinas Special presented by Desmond 
Morris and Sarah Kennedy (8042447) 

5.45 News and weather (621973) 535 LWT News and weather 
(952621) &00 Telethon 92 Update (608398) 

6.15 Highway Chri s t ma s Spedal. Sir Harry Secombe visits 
Northumbria (Oracle) (432379) 

7.15 The Ruth Rendell Mystery Movie: Talking to Strange Men. 

• CHOICE Having worked their way through the Inspector Wexford 
canon the same team is now turning to Ruth Rendeil's non-Wexford 
psychological thrillers. Rendell is known to prefer them and viewers 
may too. Certainly they are less conventional. Talking to Strange 
Men is a stowish burner at first but this is deceptive as seemingly 
unconnected strands start coming together to produce a gripping 
finale. John Duttine plays the victim allhe centre of the tale, who has 
tost his sister to a murderer and his wife ( Mel Martin) to another 
man. At the same time he gets unwittingly involved in a mock spy 
ring ran by schoolboys. As often vrith RendeH a clever but 
improbable plot is combined with a realistic delving mto the dark 
comers of the human soul, ft is a very long way from the avuncular 
Wexford. Do not expect a comfortable nde (Oracle) (333089) 

9.15 Newts and weather (200073) 935 LWT Weather (988447) 



A bitter feud over land rights: Hurt, Harris, Bean (930pm) 

930 Him: The Field (1990) starring Richard Harris. Sean Bean and Tom 
Berenger. Dour and disappointing drama from the My Left foot 
team, set in 1930s Ireland and charting the struggle between a local 
and an American over a field. To the local it is part of fas We. white 
the American has commercial plans for the property. Directed by 
Jim Sheridan. (Oracle) (41319) 

1130 Rim: The Godfather (1971). Concluding part of Francis Ford 
Coppola's masterly Mafia drama that began yesterday at 1 1 30pm. 
Following the death of Don Codec ne. Michael Corieone becomes 
head of the '‘family" (811350) 

136am FUm: House (1986) starring William Katt. Lighthearted horror 
about a novelist suffering from a broken marriage, the 
disappearance of his son and Vietnam memories, who moves into 
the Victorian home where his aunt hanged herself. Directed by 
Steve Miner (392119) 

245 Film: Kansas City Massacre (1975) starring Dale Robertson and 
Scott Brady. Competent TV movie aboul the FBI's efforts in 1933 to 
smash a bootlegging racket. Directed by Dan Curtis (749428) 

430 Get Stuffed Christinas Special. Seasonal fare on a shoestring 
(75480) 

530 Frank Sinatra — The Voice. A musical tribute to the enduring 
singer (1202374) 535 ITN Morning News (5499577). Ends at 630 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00 Trans World Sport (15176) 730 Tate 5. For thej vey yog 
191911) 730 Little Wizards (87718) 830 Sandotan. Animated 
adventures (96244) 830 Wish KW (1746534) 835TTie BoyWhO 
Dreamed Christmas (r) ( 2113466) 935 Laurel and Hardy (f) 

930 Den^ Animated adventures of a mischievous boy and Ms Wends 
(8472089) 9.45 Flipper. The friendly dolphin fights an alligator 
(130114) 

10.15 Pro Celebrity Golf presented by Tony JacWm. SamTorcance and 
Hate frwin are joined by Bobby Chariton and Bruce Forsyth 
(1 5^331 1 

11.15 The Lona Ranger (b/w). Vintage western series (1283791 
11 j 45 Little House on the Prairie. The trials and tribulations of a close- 

k nit Kansas plains family Starring Michael Landon (192114) 

12.45 FUm: The Defiant Ones (1958, b/w). The Sidney Poitter season 
continues with this powerful drama about two members cn a prison 
chain gang — one a whne bigot, the other a coloured man who 
escape shackled together As they flee they try to come to terms 
with their hatred for one another. With Tony Curtis. Directed by 
Stanley Kramer (14514398) , . , , 

230 The Emperor’s New Ctolhas. Animated version of the Hans 
Christian Andersen tale (843) 

330 Ode on St Cacffia’s Day. Roger Nomngton conducts a 
performance of Purcell's “Ode to St Caaba" at the Stationers Hall. 
London, the venue when it was first performed 300 years ago. with 
soloists Pamzia Kwefla. Paul Esswood, the London Baroque Players 
and the Schultz Choir ol London (s) (7494398) 

330 Film: The Bedford Incident (1965, b/w). Another entry m the 
Sidney Poirier season. He plays a pholojoumatist accompanying a 
USN destroyer captained by Richard VWdmark, which is pursuing 
Russian submarines in the Atlantic. An exciting and powerfully 
acted fonder, directed by James B. Hams (3S8350) 

5.45 Tales of the Night Animation about a computer boffin who helps 
to bring foe fantasies ol two children to the screen of a deserted 
cinema (s) (471008) 



Welcome to the labyrinth: Richard O’Brien, centre (6.15pm) 

6.1 5 Crystal Maze Kids' Special presented by Richard O'Brien 
(423621) 

7.15 News summary and weather (892195) followed by Hard News. An 
end-ol-the-year review ot how the press has performed during the 
past 12 months (429805) 

8.15 A Little Vicious. A documentary look at man's ill-treatment of 
animals and at his prejudices (r) (742008) 

8.45 American Football. Grid-iron action presented by Mick Luckhurst 
and Gary lmlach (648263) 

10.15 Film: The Blackboard Jungle (1955. b/w). The third of today's 
tour films starring Sidney Pokier Is a dated drama in which he plays 
a troubled high school youth in conflict with his war veteran teacher 
(Glenn Ford!. Bill Haley performs “Rock Around the Clock" 
Directed by Richard Brooks. (Teletext) (332973) 

12.10am Him: A Patch of Blue (1965). Sentimental drama in which 
Sidney Poirier plays a young newspaper reporter who falls lor a 
blind girl. They meet when she ventures outside for the first time 
since she lost her sight and he helps her escape her hie in a slum. 
With Elizabeth Hartman, SheOey Winters and Wallace Ford. Directed 
by Guy Green (524799) 

235 The Twilight Zone: The Self Improvement of Salvador® Ross 
(b/w). A vintage tale of the supernatural (1447157) Ends at 230 


VhfcoMus* and the Video PlisCbdes 

The nunbers new. to each TV p rog ra mme feting are Video PliaCode’" numbers. 
which alow you to pnxyamme your video recorder instantly vwtfi a VJdeoP)us+™ 
hadset VKJeoPtus+ on be used wdh most indeos. T«> in the Video PliaCode forthe 
programme you vvish 10 record. For more details can VideoPkc on 0B39 121204 (cafe 


charged al48p per minute peak 36p off-peak) or writ* to VideoHus*. Acomex lid. 
5 Ivory House, Plantation Whirl. London Wirt 1 3TN. 
and Video 


House,' Plantation Wharf. London $W1 1 3TN. Vkteoplus+ (™), Pluscode P**) 
Programmer are trademarks of Gemstar Marketing Ud. 



VARIATIONS 


ANGLIA 

As London -except 1245 Ofene/a Mickey 
end Dqnrid Ktftoo Ararat (8333466) 1 XS 
FBm. Assam the GeJ (1095621) Z55»n: 
The NlghlThey Saved Christmas (W3673B8) 
4 M Gufeeje (S205584) 5L15-&45 Animal 
Cotrtry (474196) 4X0anHL55 F*n: Char- 
lev Hamah (7377312? 

BORDER 

As London except: 12.40 Rim: Salutes 
Amigos (1847282) 1JS5 Flm The Seen* ol 
NMH (3696553) 253 Rto. The Night They 
Saved Christmas (84367388) *A0 BU&eye 
Chretrnas Specs* (B205534I ilM-W 
Animal Country J474195) 4.30 

OneRvUroctions (75460/ SMbSJS Ftov 
Las Mteerattra (1202374) 

CENTRAL 

As London except 1240 Fftn. SakXtos 
Amigos (1847283) 135 Film The Secret ot 
NIMH (3686553] 235 Rim- The Mtfit They 
Saved Christmas (84367398) 4.40 BuSseve 
(9205534) 5-16-5.45 .test tor Laughs 
(474 1 95) 2A5 Rtm. And Nwr me Screammg 
Starts' (623506) <25 OwnABiactions 
(60107683) 4SSSJSS Trig I7V Chan Show 
(4707386) 

GRANADA 

A a London except: 1240 Ffrn Same and 


tfW Three 8083^(9287060) 155 The Kt tfn 
They Saved Chnstmes (2S670331) 240 
Wi Tou ^tertf flere . ."? (3125805) 4.10 
Btdteeye Christmas Spedal (6643379) 445- 
545 CoKSWion Street (444114) 4£0 
Cteemaaraatons (75460) 5-00-5-55 Lbs 
MseraHtt (1202374) 

HTV WEST 

As London except 1240 Ffrr Saiuctoe 
Amlgoe (1847282) 125 Flm: The Secret ol 
MMH (3898553? 255 FIrn: The Nlg« They 
Saved Christmas (84367388) 440 Bulseye 
(8205534) 5.15-545 The Mato® e» Heart- 
beat (474195) 

SCOTTISH 

As London except 1240 Flm: Sahidos 
Amigos (184726?) 1.25 FUrre The Secret of 
NtWH (36865531 248 FUm: The WgW They 
Saved Christmas (84367398) 440 Mseye 
(9205534) 5.15-545 Take Your Pick 
(474195) 1jQ5 FftTL- Sweet WRam (392119) 
245 Rkw Black Sundty (99315409) 4*55- 
sss The Christmas Martian 

TSW 

As London sxeapfc 1240 Film: Saludos 
Am*0CJS (I847282J 125 Fam: The Secret of 
NiMH (3696553) 155 FRm: The Night They 
Sated Christmas (84357390) 4.10 Bufeeye 
(9205534) 5.15-545 Animal Country 
(474195? ‘&30ao>&00 CwemAnractior® 
(75480) 54XK5J6 Film: U» Mfioabtos 

(1202374) 


TVS 

As London except- 1240 Flm: Salutes 
Amigos (1847282) 1.26 Rim: The Secret of 
NIMH (3896553) 2J5S F*n: The NUX They 
Saved CWstmes (B43873881 440 Buitoeye 
(9205634) 5.15545 Animal Couwy 
(474195) 

TYNE TEES 

As London sxcsp f 1240 Flm. Saiudos 
Amigos (1847282) 1-25 Him. 7he Secret o» 
NMH (3606553) 255 Film: The Night They 
Saved Christmas (84367396) 440 BUbeye 
(8205534) 5.15545 Landmar k (4741 95) 
A30-&55 Ftin: Charley Hannah (7877312) 

ULSTER 

As London exce pt 124 0 Flm: Santa end 
the Three Beers (9287080) 1 SS Flm: Th e 
N^t They Saved Christmas (2*70331) 
340 Bugs Buvr/s WSd World of Sport 
(3125805) 4.10 Bufeeye (8643379) <45- 
545 Coronation Street (444114) 4-30 
CtaemAnractiona (75480) &00555 Fin: 
Lot Mtaerables (1202374) 

YORKSHIRE 

As London except: 12.40 Fftn: Sautes 
Arragos (1847282) 1.25 Fltov The Secret ot 
NIMH 13666553) Z5S Flm: The NI0V They 
Saved Christmas (Jetfyn SmCt) (84367398) 
440 Butane (8205534) 5.15545 Catandar 
(47419 5) 4J5546 Flm: Chartey Hamah 
(7877312) 


S4C 

Starts: 7X0 Take 5 (91911) 730 Mile 
Wfzarcfc (87718) 6X0 Sandotan (96244) 
&30 Wish Kid (1 746534) 8X5 The Boy Who 
Dreamed Christmas (908(027) 9-30 Derate 
(8472088) 945 Miraculous MeUops 
(730114) 10-15 Grange (1227 SS] 1045 
voyage id the Bctom ofihe See (163602) 
1145 Little Hoot® on the Prairie (182114) 
1245 film: The Defers Ones (14514338) 
230 Crater of the Sain God (73485) MO 
Ora Cherts (73379) 4X0 Desmond's (379) 
5X0 Dedvau Canu Oechrau Canmai (8756) 
3X0 Potto Y Cent (21808843) 7.10 Hoi 
Hvei A Hofi Ltafl (30487B) 6X0 Prls Y 
Ferchnad (8737) 9X0 Ma (2060) BJO 
Newydrton (5132B2) 235 Pates (277B43) 
10X0 American Football (57640) 11X0 
Opera: Salome (848060) 1 J20 CJcae 

HTE1 

Starts; 10A5Tha 1982 World Musk: Awards 
(89060244) 11J5 A Setvtoe of Reedkigs and 
Carols tor Christmas (3482553) 12.10 The 
Composite (791186691 1240 News 
04569069) 1245 F9 w Doctor DoUtie 
(32477176) 3X0 F*n: Guys and Dote 
(31528669) 6X0 The Angeius (8155553) 
6X1 S»One Sunday (8834396) 6X0 Mitoc 
and Mtoh In Tpperaty (9816350) 7X0 The 
Wonder Years (1832718) 7X0 School 
Arouid the Comer (0614534) 8X0 Mm to 
the World DB4146® 8X0 Glenron (1820873) 
9X0 Kin— La Belle (12409396) 10.15 Not® 


RADIO 3 


6L55am Weather 

7JOO Sunday Morning Concert: 
Rossini (Overture. La 
Cenerertota: BBC SO under 
Rozhdestvensky); Coales 

y. The Three Bears: 

J Concert Orchestra under 

Groves); Bax (Three Songs: 
BBC Concert Orchestra under 
Lawrence, with Sarah Leonard, 

Boprano): Saint-Sagns 

ICarrwal of the Animate; BBC 
Concert Orchestra under 
Wordsworth, with Howard 
Shelley and H toy McNamara, 
pianos); Dukas (The Sorcerer's 
Apprentice: BBC PO under 
Casadesus); Prokofiev (Suite, 
The Low tot Three Oranges: 
BBC Concert Orchestra under 
Wordsworth): Britten (SoirSes 
Musicates: BBC SO under 
Rozhdestvensky): Ravg (Suite. 
Ma mere rove: BBC PO under 
Downes) 9.00 Neva 
9.06 Brian Kay’s Sunday 
Morning: Humperdinck 
USE. " 

0 Dai 

your Pes); 

week Amadeus Quarter 
performs Mozart (Adagio and 
Fugue hi C minor. K54B): 
Composer ollhe Week 
preview. Offenbach (Ballet des 
Hocons de Netoe, Le’ 

dans la lune 

, Prosae 
jvanovsl., 

Finn (t 

Natrtis). Grainger (Rustic 
Dance. Eastern Intermezzo, 
Youthful Smfe); Haydn (String 
Ouartef m B mnor. Qp 64 No 
2): Poulenc (Concerto for two 
piants and orchestra}; Betiroz 
(The Shepherds' Farewell 
L'Enfance du Chnst): QuMer 
ere the Rainbow Ends); 
_,.J (Luflaby;. Bridge (Sir 
Rooer de Covertey): Messiaen 
(Dfeu parmi Nous, La NaWwte 
du Seigneur); Nicolai 
(Christmas Overture) 

12x0 Gerald Gifford, harpsichord/- 
organ, performs Michel 
Conette (Basse de Trompette; 
Tno: Offertoire rEdaBrte); 
John Loefflet (Slate No 1 m G 
mnor); J.G. WatUwr (Concerto 
del Sgr TaghetO): Jacques 
Duphty [La Forqueray. La de 
Vatre; La de Betombre); 

Cbude Ba&astre (Noelbonte 

grand tbeu: La Lugeac) (i) 

1.00pm Maws 

1.05 Table Talk’s History Ot the 
World: Aten Brown recocts on 
foe invention of foe \ 


1.20 Hodle: Vaughan WHfiams's 
Christmas cantata, recorded in 
StDavkfa Hall. Cardiff. 
Soloists: Boy Choristers of 
Winchester Cathedral, BBC 
Welsh Chorus; BBC Welsh SO 
under Barry Wordsworth 
2J30 Britannfa Tritonphans: Parley 
of instruments under Peter 
Holman and Mark Caudle, and 
the Hilliard Ensemble under 
Paul Hlllier. perform dances 
from the 1607 and 1009 
cotections ot foe Hamburg 
pubtehars Zacharias Fulteack 
and Christian Hildebrand, with 
music by Johann Sommer. 
Dowland and Lassus (r) 

3-00 Peter Donotwe, piano. 

performs Brahms (Sbc Races, 
Op 1181: Beethoven (Sonata In 
G. Op 31 No 1); Rachmaninov 
(13Preiudes. Op32)(r) 

4.45 Berg: BBC SO under Andrew 
Davis with UH Hoetscher, 
vioiln, Yvonne Kenny, soprano, 
performs the VoSn Concerto; 
Three Fragments from 
Wozzeck and Three Pieces for 
Orchestra, Op 6(0 
(LOO New Wood from Ofd Timber. 
Jonathan Dobson introduces 
r unheard recoitfings 


minor. 

Regina) 

7.30 Hamlet, 


So- Henry Wood, inc/uding his 
first wife, foe soprano Olga 
■ Wood, with Wood or the 
piano; accompanymg his «vn 

sfogirtg; and in rehearsal with 
theoueen’a Hall Orchestra 
&30 Handel In Rome: landon 
Baroque, with Emma Kiriaw, 
soprano, performs Ooraffi (Trio 
Sonala in G minor, Op 3 No 
11); Handel (Tufedel?Tu 
constarte? Trio Sonata m G 
. Op 2 No 5; Sahre 

2, Prince of Denmaric 

«,«™jspeere's ptey in aO- 
pioduction between Radio 3 
aid foe Renaissance Theatre 
Company. Kenneth Branagh 
as HarrteL Derek Jacobi as 
Claudius, Jud Dench as 
Gertrude. Rfchaitf Bners as 
Polonius, Mtehaei wflltems as 

Horatio and Sophie Thompson 

as Ophelia (r) 

11^0 Music fn Our Time: Tom 

Morgan introduces a portrait or 
Klaus Huber. The Ensemble 
Recherche, with Maflah 
Schwartz, mezzo, performs Auf 
die ruhige Nachtzeit; 

Ascensus; Fragmenie aus 

Fnihlmg; Schettenbte^", 

Ptanta; Dee Ochtera Plwg 
12JD>1£35am New* 


R ADIO 4 


(s) Stereo on FM 
5.53am Shipping Fcxecast&OO 
News Bnerng, ind 6JJ3 
Weather 6.10 Prelude (s) 6^0 
Nws: Morning Has Broten. 
ind Balls on Sunday: handbeH 
ringers of Biacon High School, 
Chester (s) 6JSS Weather 7.00 
News 7.10 Sunday Papers 

7.15 On Your Farm: George 
MacPherson fafles to James 
Crowden, who combines 
poetry with farming 740 
Sunday 8-00 News 8.10 
Sunday Papers 
8£0 The Rt Rev James 

Thompson, Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, speaks for the 
Week's Good Cause about the 
work of Char, a charity for 
homeless single peopte 8JS 
Weather 

9X0 News 9.10 Sunday Papers 

9.15 Letter from America (r) 

9.30 Momfrtg Service from 

Ftosemary Presbyterian Church 
in Belfast 

10.15 The Archers: OmnfbuS (s) 

11.15 The Year of the Ratpatric 
Sheens McDonald examines 
whether the media went too far 
in 1992 

12JM Desert f stand Discs; Stephen 
Hawksig, author ol A Brier 
History of Tkm (s) (r) 12^ 
Weather 

1.00pm The World TTris 
Weekend: Former prime 
mine tore Lord Callaghan end 
Sir Edward Heath present a 
jortf review of British politics 
during 1&2 

3 LOO Gardeners’ Question Time: 

Members of the Diss and 
District Horticultural Soaeiy in 

Norfolk put their questions to 
foe experts (e) 

230 Sunday Playhouse: Brave 
New Worid. Gary Cady stars in 
a dramatisation by Stephan 
Mu tone ol AWous Huxley's 
novel, In which he foresaw a 
world oi test-tifoe babies and 
dmg-cortrofled emotions 600 
years in the futue (s) (r) 

4J0 The Icy Grave; To mark the 
eightieth anniversary ot the 
sinking of the Tkartc, Peter 

Robert Ballard describes his 
discovery ol the wreck (s) (r) 


Strings. Squeaks aid 
Jangles: The organ (r) 


5.00 Coastline: Cflff MIchefmore in 
north Devon (s) (i) 

5J3o Poetry Pteasel Shxm Rae 
presents a selection of poetry 
and music for foe raw year 

6X0 Stic O’clock News 

6.15 Strii 

6-30 Europhlte (r) 

7M 33 ypm: Tfa history of foe 
past 2.000 years squeezed 
into on» hour as time ties by 
at 33 years per minute 

8.00 Punters (r) 

B3) Reading Aloud: The Smell of 
Burning, adapted and read by 
EGzabeft Morgan. The diary of 
lnna Froug, a 17-year-otd 
Russian ^rf who. to December 
1942. joined an airfield 
maintenance battalion in the 
Lenin^ad region 

9.00 Ride Into Puehkar A group 
of tourists travel tv Maiwari 
hose to the annual Pushkar 
camel fair in northern India (s) 

9-30 Here Come the Books (s) Or) 

10.00 News 

10.15 WWi Great Pleasure: The 
playwright Wally K. Daly 
presents fits choce of poetry, 
prose and drarna (s) 

11.00 The London Smog of 1952 
• CHOICE: It was a steafihy 
idler, a deadly blanket of 
poisons, that settled over the 
capital for five ' 
ago. it caused 4,< 
fores times higher than 
normal, end more than 
perished to (he cholera 
epidemic of 1568. The great 
smog, which was to recur to 
lesser form ten years later, led 
to the totroduction of tha Clean 
Air Act which created 
smokeless zones. And it Is stffl 
fresh in many people’s 
memories. Red Pearce talcs 
to eye witnesses. Including 
one woman, recalling wtfo a 
shiver "It didn't move, it dktot 
swirl. It tot hung" (s) 

11 JO Seeds of Faith ; 

Fragmentation and Renewal. 
The Vey Rev John Arnold, 
Dean Of Durham, reflects on 
the gospel themes of unity and 
hope (s) 

12.00-124380) News, nd 12J0 
Weather 1333 Shipping 12.43 
Worid Service (LW orw 


FREQUENCIES: Radio 1: 1053W-l2/285m;1089kHz/275m; FM-97.&-99-8- 
Radio 3: FDM02-a2.4. Radio 4: 1flf*Hz/1515m; FM- 
924-946 Ra2o5: fiM<W433m; 90flkHz/330m. LBC: n52kHz/2Blm; FM 
wj/adtet: 1545kHz/1Mm; FM-85A GLR: 145»^iz/206m; FM 9*3; Worid 
ServtoMW646kHz/463m. Classic FM: FM-1CO-1Q2. 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


axon Hotr of fix*er (71756) 7X6 Fun 
Factory (7686737) 11X0 The Work) Tomor- 
row @7078) 12X0 Lost « Space (85640) 
1X0 pm Combat (61060) 2X0 Trapper John 
(95263) XXO Etfl * Erioutf) (70244) 4X0 
Hotel (96379) 5X0 All American Wresting 
P1 14) 6X0 Gcwtog Pains (5447) 6X0 The 
Smpsons (12396) 7X0 21 Jimp Street 
(11005) 6X0 The Thom Brds: first at a few- 
pan mnl settes (596060) 11X0 Fastten TV 
(9071 B) 12X0 Pages from SXytew 

SKY NEWS 


Twenty-tour hour news service 

SKY MOVIES+ 


630am Showcase (59244) 

6X0 Stent Movie (1fo6): Comedy with Mel 
Brooks asa Sm producer (19843J 
10X0 Tom Brown’s SrtooUtays (1940, 
bfe): Classic late ol Me a Rugby sientog 
Cednc HardmcSf (77621) 

12X0 The Gods Must Be Crazy D (1990): 
An African's chdefren ere Wdnapped (99486) 
2X0pm Earth Angte (1991). Romantic 
comedy stanlng Cmdy WBtrams (290081 
4X0 Oh, Heavenly Dost (1980): Crevy 
Chase « remcamated as a dog (S7t8) 

6X0 Buddyte Song (19601: Roger DaOrey 
helps Chesrey HtwAe s's bend (51234) 

8X0 Defancfing Your Ufa (1991): Atien 
3 mote des to a car aeddsnt end finds 
himse# to Judgrenl City (11068) 

10X0 Monkey Shfoes (19S£?. Jason 
Bejtoa'slite b to danger (991840) 

11X6 Loose Camons (1990): Gene 
Hectanan and Dan A ykroyd star as mte- 
meiched exes (339331) 

1 XOm TTre Adventuras ol Ford FaMene 
(1990): Detacfrte spool (885683) 

4X0 Under the Boardwalk ftocnen- 

te drams to CeMomte (333225). Ends at 5^40 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 


9X0 The Fantastic World ot D.C. CdBra 
(1984): CMdren's spy adventure (978Z1) 
11X0 Trapeze (1956). Circus crams with 
Tony CUtts and But Lancaster (39843) 
IXOpra lira Lambert Remember* Love 
(1991). Stefi a/s tyn str uggles to team 
custody of her grandson (49927) 

3X0 Babes In Toytenrf (198 6) Dre w 
Barrymore fights an evi toymater (27689) 
5X0 )t Nearly Wasn’t Christmas (199(9: A 
tttfe gkl coaxes a (SsBustonad SsrtB Cbus 
out ol retirement (45534) 

7X0 Mbs F**cmckar (1989): Holly Hunter 
ertera a beauty contest (44027) 

9X0 Dmices with Wotves (1990): Kevn 
Costner befriends Stout Indere (2B08H95) 
-12.115am Cry-Baby (1509): Rock to 1 rod 
comedy starmg Jotriny Depp (5068480) 
1X6 Track 29 0988) Theresa Russell has 
an Bflairvfith Gary Otdman. who dams to be 
her son (625648) 

a. 10 Cm Dancing as Fvstasl Can (1982) 
True sary ol Barbara Gordon , a ca nqufcer 
addfcL Etaning Jll daybutgh (775003) 

5X0 Never Steel Anything Small (1968) 
Muskad comedy staring Jones Cagney as a 
union racketeer (77751) Ends a) 8X0 

SKY SPOUTS 


Thompson OK Road Racing (36824 ) 12X0 
Suzuki Worid Aerobic Champs (27388) 
iXOpm GnncSg Global Adventure Sport 
(61718) 1X0 ftp Box (32027) 3X0 lW« 
Drag Ractog (7447) 4X0 Bud Waseraki Tour 
@232) 430 Men's Pro Beach VWteyttel 
(88379) 5X0 MKkay Thompson Oft Road 
Ractog (B71B) 6X0 BaskafoeO BmdeeSga 
(B9640) BXO WRA Drag Rating (8447) 8X0 
1932 Pro Sup*b§® [6422) 9X0 Snooker — 
Worid Tnck Shot final (476447) 11X0 
Mickey Thompson ON Road Raring (29244) 
12X0-1 -00am PBA Bowing (33954) 

LIFESTYLE 

12X0 femto (8100S) 12XOpmSpnuZone 
(93331) 1X0 Wh4B Shadow (7375534) 1XS 
Paris (1870668) 2 SO Spain Span interne- 
Donai Curine [7B52B24] 3X5 Festivals d the 
Worn (575522-1) 3X0 Johnny ftngo 15843) 
4X0 Make Room lor Daddy (4350) 4X0 
American Gameshows (16843) 6X0 The 
Seta-Vision Shopping Programme 
(6834756) 10.00 JiAabot Musk: Videos 


(8304008) 2X0-3X0nm Top Five (99190) 

UK GPU) 

BXOam Rarbow (1030805) 6.15 Chortfon 
and the Wheefiee (103310601 6X0 

Dangermouse (2088640) 7X0 Lassie 
(2447621) 7X0 Owl TV (2466756) 6X0 
Chockys Challenge (2372263) BXO Fterta- 
^ost (2371534) 9X0 Dr Who (2096668) 
11X0 Flm. Miatie on Mato Street (1938. 
hfe) stoning Waller Abel (3605485) 
i2X0pm film. Angel Square (1990) starring 
Jeremy Radck (9015195) 2X0 To the Manor 
Bom (36414851 3X0 The 04/ (1478621) 5X0 
Johann’s Oft to Christinas (3612973) 6X0 
Film. FUghr ol the Navistar (1986) sremng 
Joey Cramer (3874390) 7X0 To the Manor 
Bom (3S2S350) 6X0 Perry Mason: The Case 
ol the Desperate Deception (5102481 1) 9AS 
To Catch a Kf*ar concluding me too-parr 
tfrema stantog Bran Damehy (9441973) 
11X6 AJaei Sayte's Stuff (8409060) 
12.15am Alas Smith and Janes 13887480) 
12X5-1X5 In Concert- EMF (3449667) 


SXOam fishing the West (41486) 7X0 The 
me league (50089) 9Xt» jack hfigh (26718) 
10X0 Goals on Staday (72624) 11X0 The 
Club Sw (37563; 11X0 Gcal — fite Cu» 
(36282) 12X0 Survival ot the Fittest (98398) 
IZJOprn rtgh five (67391) 1X0 WWF A»- 
Amencai Wresthng (17896) 2X0 Dog 
Otempks (334471 3X0 the Big League. St 
Helen's v W>gant85843) BXO C Iff Rtehartfs 
Cesebflty Tannte C3756) 6X0 Cnckal Worid 
CLp Special (78308) 8X0 Rrgaoa Review 
ot thB Yew (73&43J 10X0 The Bp League 
(as apmj (40669) 12X0 Goals on 5bnday 
(35312) IXOXXOam Cncka Wcrid Dp 
Soedal (5B3721 

EUROSPORT 


AXOpm Seven Brides tor Savan Brotbara 
(i954).weetem musica) (66528805) 

6.15 And Then There Were None ((MS): 
Agatha Chhette vrfwdtfilt P09867O1) 

6X0 Ouriantf (199 1): Sea n Camay as a 
marehri on Jupiter's Wrd moon (B3S21) 
10X0 Haltoiraen M (1981). The masked 
filler corrinues to stalk Jamie Lee Curtis 
(55244) Ends at 11X0 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 


BXOant Step Aerobics (80379) 8X0 Trans 
World Sport. (741 76) 8X0 Euroscwss Maga- 
zine (91973) 10X0 Step Aerobics (50114) 
10X0 Boring (41485) 12X0 Football: 
Denmartr v Germany (30350) 2X0pm 1992 
Vtfraer CSympc Gomes — Opentop Ceremo- 
ny (43602) 4X0 Ice Hockey (8060) 6X0 
Bearing (38195) 7X0 Ice Hoctey: Munich v 
Fribirg (150262) 10X0 Ktck Bcsang (956©) 
11X0*12X0 Euroscores fitagasre (56398) 

SCREENSPORT 


7X0am The Hound of the BeskervOes 

(1938, tv*). Basl Rrihbone stars as 
Sherlock Homes (20447) 


6X0am Omega Grand Prtx Seltog (31640) 
6X0 Show Jvrpng (84602) 7X0 Bud 
Watered Tour (74282) 6X0 Australian Open 
Goff (20973) 10X0 Pro Kck (70466) 11X0 
Winter TriSWon (35195) 11X0 Mickey 


RADIO 1 


RADIO 2 


RADIO 5 


FM Stereo and MW. 4X0 ho Neale James (M 
only until SXOam) 7X0 Bruno Brookes 9X0 
Dave Lee Travis l2X0pm Pric of the Pops: 
Top 20 chans ol 1961. 1970 end 1982 2X0 FtocHtoe 4X0 The Complete UKTop 407X0 Pete 
Tong's Essential Selection 6X0 Anne Nightingale's Request Show 10X0 Gary Oaves (FM 
only trom 12X0) IXtMXOam Nfcky Home (HI onfr) 

FM Stereo. 4X08 m B a rbara Sturgeon 7.00 
Don Maclean 9X5 John Sachs 12X0-7X0pm 
The Vtotaga Veers: Desmond Camngton, 
2J3Qpm Benny Green; 6X0 Alan Deto «X0 Sir Gerant Evans: A Tribute (rt: 6-00 Charfe 
Cheeier |r) 7X0 Richeid Baker with MetoOss tor You 8X0 Simday Halt Hns bom fifegdalen 
Cofege, Orford 9.00 Aten Kstet ntfo Your Hundred Beet Tunes 10XD Lovworga; Shendan 
Morelay meets lyndst Charles Hart 11X0 Martin Ketoer ixoarn John Terrea 

New and eporr an the hour uraff IMttey. 
6.00WII Worid Serves. Wald News; 6X9 
News Aboul Brian; 6-15 Caribbean Magazine 
BXO Weafiend Edttan 9X0 Thtin 10X0 Chidren’s Christmas Carols (i) 11X8 Saving Grace- 
A foctteS comedy by Nek Wabunon 11X0 Fartasy FootbBB League i2X0pm Soiday 
Bnrcfi 1X0 News Update 2X0 Room 101 — Christmas Spew) 2X0 A Review ot the 
Sporting Year 4X0 PoipcaC Chnstmss Special (r) 4X0 Musicaj Crackers (rj 5X0 The War at 
the Worlds: Orson WeSee's itoenpuraeled ratio verem ot the newel by H.G. Write M BXO 
PhAp Schofield Reads Joseph (r) 7.15 Children c4 the Stare in 6.00 EuomfeSXO Stop the 
Rfcbng 9X0 Box 13 10.10 ACtora the Lne 12XO-12.10MI News; Sport 

Al times to GMT. 4X0 bo Wcrid Busrew 
Renew 4.40 Travel and Weather News 4X5 
Programmes to German SXo News Summary. 
Brope The Wbriond SX6 Euopgan Sports News 6.06 VWtifo Bnd British News 6.15 Letter 
from Anrerica BXO Programmes in French 7X0 Newsdeek 7X0 An ttaian Dream 7X0 Wtee 
On 8X0 Vtorid News 8X9 WtoTOs of Faith 8.15 Classics with Key 6X0 VWdNewsflXBWbhd 
Busress Review ol 1892 9.15 Short Story A Small 9X0 Fok to Britan 9-45 Sports 
ftxrdp 10X0 News Summary 10X1 Sating Srars Special IflXfl to Prose of God 11X0 
Nowsderii 11X9 Travel Nam 11X0 BBC Engfch 11X5 News and Brititii Press Ranew to 
German Midday News Sunmay 12X1 pm Ptey of rho Wbafc As You Lfce Ir 1X0 Newshour 
2X0 Nam Summary 2X1 The te You Sport 2X0 Anything Goes 3X0 World News 3.15 
Comal HW 4X0 mid News 4X9 News About Britan 4.15 SBC Engtsft 4X9 News 
Heaifnes n French OO Progam m as to Geiman 5X0 Wortq News and Busmess Review 
6L15 LcdertWK 5X0 ftogrsmmes in fianrir 6X0 Newdesk 6X0 Pnp^ammes In German 8x0 
News 6X9 Fofc si Britan 8XS Words of Faith 6X0 Europe's People 9X0 Newshnr 10.00 
Mtorid and SriCsh Ntivs 10.15 Mention 1045 Sports Fbnrip 11X0 Htotid Neus 11X5 
Wortd Business Review of 1962 11.15 Classics wtm Kay Mktrright Newsdesk l2X0em to 
Prose ol God 1X1 Christmas Utowappad 1X5 Jeromo Kam ArwtogFnends 2X0 Newsdesk 
2X0 Composer ol me Month: SS Mtchsd Tippett 3X0 News 3X9 News AboU Bifotn 3.15 
Sports Rnnfcp 3X0 AryiWng Goes 4X0 Worid Neao 4,15 On Screen 

BJOem Sarah Luces 9X0 ctasse Ftomance 
12X0 Keffy’e Una 2xopm Ctiebroy Once: 
Bany Hunphnes (r) 3X0 Robert Borah — 
Ctessfc Dberaenes 7X0 Authentic Pafat ma ncea 8X0 Ctettic FM Concert leaiunng the 
Hanover Band under Roy Goodman 1QX0 Contemporary ChsstiS MkMg^tAtan Mann 


WORLD SERVICE 


CLASSIC FM 



I'd like to help chose suffering the effects of drought and war in Africa. 
Name g ,w,l » 


Address. 


-Postcode. 


To Christian Atd, PO Sox 100. London 5EI 7RT ) enclose cheque/PO for 

□£I0 0£2S n£50 n«>00 Qq 00 ocher £ 

or pJeese debit my credit card. (Access/Vla/oiher, please spedfy) 

g mjjxpjxcDxm tp 


Chriscian Aid We believe in life before death 


REGBTERm CHAIUTY NO 2JBH) 





•or' 
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REAR VIEW 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 1 



Please answer 
the phone, ET 

Nigella Lawson, in search of intelligent communication, 
dials hopefully into outer space, and inner Albeit Square 


And lo, they saw a star in the East. 
And from Palo Alto did three wise 
men journey, and when they came 
upon the star they did speak thus, 
saying: “ Lo.for we an not cranks , 
nor truly are we sti-ji nuts but we 
are wise men and we an scientists." 
And the wise men did go forth into 
the desert, which was wilderness, 
and they did erect radio telescopes 
and infra-red receivers and they 
did send out messages into the void 
that they might learn whether 
elsewhere in the universe there are 
wise men who also have wandered 
out into the desert, and whether 
those wise men have two heads and 
know yet the cure for nettle rash. 
But no one answered. 

THE search for ex- 
tra-terrestrial life 
has. indeed, long 
been the province of 
cranks and sci-fi 
fantasists. Now it 
has gone legit- Last 
Sunday’s Equinox 
on Channel 4 ,ET— Please Phone 
Earth, showed that there are whole 
schools of scientists just waiting for 
otherworldly messages. True, it is 
sometimes difficult to distinguish 
among them, but the people with 
degrees and state grants to support 
their mission are in earnest Their 
aim. like the crew of the staiship 
Enterprise, is to boldly go where no 
man has gone before. But actually 
sending someone has its drawbacks. 
“Barney Oliver, who is part of the 
Nasa search for extra-terrestrial 
intelligence (Seti), articulated what 
these might be: “If we were 
travelling at present spaceship ve- 
locities;'' he told us. “it would take 
us in the region of 40.000 years to 
reach our nearest star. If we tried to 
accelerate the process so that we 
could 'get there and bade in a 



TV REVIEW 


human lifetime, the cost of energy 
required goes up astronomically-'’ 

A scientist’s little joke, there. “A 
trip to the nearest star would cost 
1,000 yeans of the world’s enerey 
production." Had we but world 
enough, and time: but we don’t, so 
die answer, the savants surmise, 
lies in sending radio messages, just 
to let “diem" up there know we ex- 
ist. and to find out whether they do. 

Where these fellows differ from 
the crackpots is in the appeal to rea- 
son. Look, they say. there are 
billions of other planets twirling 
away out there. For all we know, 
most are populated. It is almost im- 
possible to conceive that there could 
not be life on at least one of them. 
It’s not a dead cert they admit, but 
it is “a logical possibility". 

In The Golden Bowl, Henry 
James offered a definition of sci- 
ence as “the absence of prejudice 
backed by the presence of money]’. 
In this supersedence, the money is 
certainty there, but the experiment 
is tainted with monumental preju- 
dice. it is not the fact alone, die 
putative existence of ETs, that is 
pre-judgecL but the ways in which 
these are expected to manifest 
themselves. It is the scientists that 
fascinate, not the projected object of 
their scrutiny. 

Somewhere in the contemporary 
scientific imagination lie aliens 
frenziedly trying to send messages 
to us. That they already exist 
requires something of a leap of the 
imagination: that they should be 
busying themselves with our exis- 
tence requires a self-centredness of 
cosmic proportions. But for these 
wise men. there is a “they", and 
“they" belong to a more advanced 
technology, possibly willing to give 


us all the answers- These scientists 
may not be sure that these superior 
intdlipent beings will be like us, but 
even in envisaging them as “un- 
like" us they can view them only in 
comparison to humans. 

Even the scientists in the pro- 
gramme who warned against the 
search saw it in terms of human 
history. What if, just as we 
colonised America and Australia, 
the aliens would want to come and 
colonise us? These chaps — not so 
far removed from little green men 
in concept — could act as cosmic 
aggressors, hitting us with their 
better technological know-how. 

How we arrived at this point 
from the mere “logical possibility" 
that extra-terrestrial life fortes 
might exist, no one quite explained, 
save by way of assuring us that if 
aliens were able to send messages 
in the first place, or understand the 
billions we're sending them, they 
must be smart 

But it's the enthusiasts who have 
it worst The software used is so 
good that in one second, it can sift 
as much information as is in the 
Encyclopaedia Britaruiica. It wfll, 
we're told, pickup the one message, 
“a tell-tale blip of signal" detect- 
able within “the crackle of die univ- 
erse". which will convey to us such 
intelligence as, “Hi, we're the extra- 
terrestrial guys". One wonders how 
these hugely educated people could 
possibly imagine that the term “ex- 
tra-terrestrial" could have any 
meaning for anyone but us. 

Likewise, it isn’t so much that 
these putative aliens might not 
have the answers to the questions 
the Nasa team is ready to put to 
them — “Is there a better way to 
generate energy through nuclear 
fusion?" and so on — but that the 
questions may be meaningless. 

But, while they’re waiting for 


If they are there . . . “that aliens should be busying themselves with our existence requires a self-centredness of cosmic proportions" 


their extra-terrestrial responses, at 
least the scientists have found a way 
of keeping optimistic. They can es- 
cape the real world — Somalia and 
Bosnia, teenage girls being set 
alight. IRA bombs — and lose 
themselves in the possible glorious 
future in the heavens. That must in 
some sense, be their motivation, 
even if it is unacknowledged. 

Back on planet Earth, things are 
not so cheerful The Christmas 
editions of Casualty and East - 
Enders showed that you do not 
need to mount vast space projects to 
encounter communication prob- 
lems. A domestic stabbing (at the 


hands of Dorothy Turin, no less), 
an accident resulting from normal 
family aggro in Casualty. Pars 
drink-and-drive accident, Arthur's 
adultery and the on-going triangu- 
lar tension between Sharon. Grant 
and Phil in EastEnders provided 
just the note of seasonal cheer 
needed. Whatever your Christmas, 
it could hardly be as bad. 

This was Casualty’s first outing 
since Julian (Nigel Le Vain ant) 
walked out the week before last, 
and he’s a loss. With his weary 
manner and limp good looks, he 
was always such a convincing 
consultant that I wonder how many 


letters have been sent to Hoiby 
General asking him to reconsider 
his resignation. But the Christmas 
Eve edition did alarmingly well 
without him. Rob's character is 
being made slowly more sympa- 
thetic in order to fill the gap. and all 
the actors — particularly Derek 
Thompson as Charlie — make sure 
this remains watdiable. Since I 
once spent Christmas in Westmin- 
ster Children's Hospital, and loved 
it, I watched with wistful longing. 

. I couldn't quite wish myself in 
Albert Square; EastEnders has 
always taken die line that drama is 
conflict, and it has become an 


addiction. Christmas provided a. 
good fix. despite the fact that 
yesterday's special edition all but 
degenerated into a half-hour Don’t 
Drink and Drive advertisement 
Arthur’s betrayal of Pauline had to 
happen. I suppuse. but I'm not 
convinced by the scriptwriter's in- 
sistence that Arthur would be so 
relentlessly cheerful about it, as he's 
always struck me as something of a 
worrier, or that Pauline would be so . 
unsuspecting. However. I am pre- 
pared to suspend my disheliet 
Which is more than 1 can say for 
the Search for Extra-Terrestrial. 
Intelligence. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD No 2980 



ACROSS 

I Tobacco introducer (6.7) 

8 Promotion (3,2) 

9 Clumsily assembled (7) 

10 Singular (3) 

11 Fetters (5) 

12 Conscript (7) 

14 Recollection (6) 

16 Silky hound (6) 

20 Casual (7) 

23 Pins down (5) 

24 Killer whale (3) 

25 Spite (7) 

26 Unfastened (5) 

27 Timed Govt securities 
(8,5) 


DOWN 

1 Dickens gaoled debtor 
(7.6) 

2 Space to move (3,4) 

3 Uncoverer(7) 

4 Fall back (6) 

5 Tripoli state (5) 

6 Entrance (5) 

7 Spread risks (5.4.4) 

13 Pupil servant (3) 

15 Scots exclamation (3) 

17 Followers (7) 

18 Barber's preparation 
(4.3) 

19 Worshipper (6) 

21 Barrier (5) 

22 Tiny amounts (5) 


SOLUTIONS TO NO 2979 

ACROSS: I Fort Knox 5 Talc 9 Hammock 10 End up 
11 Yoga 12 Erratic 14 Unruly 16 Ferret 19 Lullaby 
21 Sill 24 Ovoid 25 Languor 26 Fate 27 Tweezers 
DOWN: I Fahd 2 Romeo 3 Know all 4 Orkney 6 Audi- 
tor 7 Capacity 8 Fear 13 Bully off 15 Rollout 17 Es- 
sence 18 Bye law 20 Aide 22 Louse 23 Arts 




This position is from the 
game Chandler — OLafsson, 
Foreign & Colonial Hastings 
Premier 1990/91. White to 
play. Can he do better than 
recapturing the rook on d8? 
This year's Hastings tourna- 
ment featues the Hungarian 
prodigy Judit Polgar. Further 
details from the British Chess > 
Federation on 0424 442500 1 
(Raymond Keene). 

Send your answer on a post- 
card with your name and 
address to: The Times, 1 
Pennington Street, London 
El 9XN. The fim three 
correct answers drawn on 
Thursday next week will win 
a Batsford chess book. The 


By PHILIP 

PANTOTHERMAL 

a. Winter woollies 

b. Imperviocs to temperature 

c. A stratospheric wind 
RITSU 

a. A kind of osteopathy 

b. A Bnddltfa sect . 

c. A garland of flowers 

Answers on page 2." ^ 


answer and the winners will 
be printed in The Times on 
the following Saturday. 

Solution to last Saturday's 
competition: I Rxe8+. The 
winners will be printed on 
Saturday, January 2. 



HOWARD 

SOBERANO 

a. A Spanish brandy 

b. A teetotaler 

c. A broad-brimmed M exican 
hat 

TUNDISH 
i A dfih with a hole 
b_ Agreeable to the ta&e 
c AiTAibanian governor 


The truth about Noddy 


• Bookmark: Sunny Stories 

(Today. BBC2, 930pm) 

Enid Btyton. the heroine of children for 
generations, is given die full treatment in 
this telebiog (Nigella Lawson writes). Her 
idyllic depictions of childhood, as one of 
her daughters chronicled in a book of her 
own, were a cover-up for her own 
imperfect family life and depressive 
tendencies. Maureen Lipman recreates 
and reveals the writer. The quirky, 
cartoony effects might irritate some 
viewers, but the story still grips. 

•The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side 
(Tomorrow. BBC1, 8.05pm) 

Joan Hickson has managed to take Miss 
Maiple away from the jolty, bumbling 
Margaret Rutherford interpretation of 
Agatha Christie’s heroine and make the 
character her own, slightly sinister cre- 
ation. This is, she says, her last Marple 
ever, in which, with Barry Newman and 
Claire Bloom, she brings her into the 
early 1960s. where the lethal potion is 
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found not in die sleeping draught of long 
tradition but in one of those new-fangled 
daiquiris. 

• The Vampyr — A Soap Opera 
( Tuesday . and daily until Saturday. 
BBC2. 9pm) 

Janet Street-Porter’s latest experiment in 
dashing cultures takes Heinich Mar- 
sdiner’s 19th-century romantic opera 
and. by adding all manner of melodra- 
matic ingredients plus gallons of blood 
and any number of special studio effects, 
turns it into a sung soap. The words are 
new (by Charles Hart of Aspects of Love 
and Phantom of the Opera infamy) and 
the locations, around the City of London, 
old. The plot — vampire released from 
tomb after centuries gets to live for 
another year if he can suck the blood of 
three women in three days — is older still- 
The final effect, however, is bold and new. 


• Film on Four. God on the Rocks 
(Tuesday. Channel 4. 10.05pm) 

Even in a week filled to bursting point 
with telly showings of Hollywood hit 
releases, this filmed version of Jane 
Gardam's novel demands to be squeezed 
in. Sinead Cusack and Bill Paterson star 
in this story of God. sex, love and the ways 
of adults in 1930s Yorkshire, seen 
through the eyes of the nine-year-old 
daughter of a fundamentalist “Primal 
Saint” minister. 

• Clive Janies on 1992 

(Thursday, BBC1. 1030pm) 

Clive James's buoyant cynicism is just 
what is needed to accompany us back 
through the year. He seems to enjoy 
doing his beauty-and-tbe-beast routine, as 
it has become an insistent part of the 
show, and this year his glamorous 
sidekick is Elle “The Body” McPherson. 
James remains the best at providing 
popular entertainment that doesn't insult 
audience intelligence. 


GUILTY SECRETS: Sir Michael Day f 



RACISM is no joke, 
and television has 
spared us none of its 
honors, such as those 
chilling reports of 
“ethnic deansing” in. 
eastern Europe. But 
there are programmes 
that show a lighter 
side. Race is a hazard- 
ous subject for hum- 
our, but Lenny Henry 
carries it off brilliant- 
ly. with material 
which from others 
might seem in poor 
taste I also warm to 
Desmond’s. It is affec- 
tionate comedy, and 
makes us feel that a 
multiracial society 
can mean a lot of fun. 

• Sir Michael Day is 
chairman of the Com i 
mission for Racial 
Equality. 


Suede polish off the honours 


From The Word 


to the Reading 
Festival, the best 


memories of the 


events of 1992 



NOW that no- 
thing is left of 
1992 but the 
metaphorical 
coffee creams, 
come along 
and trawl with 
me through the 
year past, bade to when there 
were still caramel kegs and 
those nice chewy o rangy choc- 
olate things left in the bottom 
of the tin — yes. we’re looking 
back at the events of 1 992. 

To all intents and purposes. 
Suede happened in 1992 and 
didn’t realty leave a lot of room 
for anyone else, what with 
their egos blocking up the 
hallway and half a dozen 
stupidly beautiful tunes pick- 
ing over a bowl ofTwiglets on 
the stairs. Brett pouted and 
spouted perfect quotes; shy 
girty guitarist Bernard wore a 
series of incredibly fine trou- 
sers. and they all brought a 
stomping ballet of the erotic to 
Top of the Pops, which made a 
nice change from The 
Shamen endlessly prunketing 
around and being dreadfully 
unsubde about drugs. Suede's 
third single, “Sleeping Pills”, 
is out on Nude records in 
February. I beseech you all on 
bended knee to purchase a feu- 
few copies of it and keep the 
Shamen out of my way and 
off my TV. 

The Reading Festival in 
August was a three-day endur- 
ance test of mud. vodka and 
American bands. The UK’s 
famously bad Eve. EMF. 
made sure some small part of 
that field will remain forever 



Sour sweet: the Lemonheads with Evan Dando (centre) 


England and showed off a 
sticky sweaty fistful of tunes 
from their Stigma LP 
(Pariophone) to much cheer- 
ing and drinking of over- 
priced. muddy lager. Cheers. 

For those who don't spend 
Friday nights down the pub. 
or in a dub, or in any way 
pursuing life of any land, that 
teenage postmodern hate. The 
Word, may be a mystery you 're 
happy to keep that way. Basi- 
cally, The Word tries to do 
something gloriously tacky ev- 
ery week — and usually the 
bands out-gross iL The all- 
female aural assault-course L7 
flashed their thinly-veiled 
everything, and Evan Dando 


of the blessedly perfect 
lemonheads was. uh. just 
great, actually. 

REM released Automatic 
For The People, an album of 
exquisite pain, and pointedly 
didn’t tour. Again. Still, it 
lends life a feeling of continu- 
ity. And Morrissey released 
the Your Arsenal LP and was a 
bit controversial about skin- 
heads — if in any way he's 
inspired racial hatred, he 
should be led outside by his 
pointy little quiff and shoL 
However, the album is lovely, 
and I and my sad withdrawn 
friends will be playing it a lot 

Sonic Youth strapped on 
their super-duper adult-killing 


guitars and whipped around 
die British Isles on their Huge 
Rode Star mopeds, powered 
only by their vast reservoirs of 
angst and disgust and Kim 
Gordon’s cute drawty way of 
singing “I don’t wanna/I 
don’t think so". There’s an 
album, too. Dirty , but no-one's 
sent me a copy yet Cough. 

Also trawling around stadi- 
ums were the very wonderful 
and shiny Core and the very 
magical and velvety Cranes. 
The Cranes will be releasing 
an album in 1993, and I’U be 
interviewing them then. 

And crying leads us oh-so- 
neatly on to Buffalo Tom. The 
Toms released a single called 
“Tail Lights Fade". Please go 
out and find this song. Stretch- 
ing, yearning, binning — all 
good words to use if you’re a 
music journalist The lead 
singer’s voice hits some kind of 
emotional burn as his voice 
frays and dissolves. “I’ve hit 
the wall. I’m about to fall." 

W hfle traversing the 
vale of tears and 
perfect untouched 
sadness. The Red House 
Painters, from some stripped 
and broken part of the US, put 
out Down Colourful Hill, the 
kind of album that breathes 
gently into your face and 
welcomes you fo a sweet drift 
through the dead part of the 
night and the numb pan of 
sleeping. I just thought I’d 
stick a plug in for it there, even 
though it doesn’t realty fit in or 
aid the flow of words or 
anything. 

And whar does 1993 hold’ 
Well, for me, lots of getting 
mto gigs free and hanging out 
with the bands in a really 
unselfoonscious way; and for 
Elvis Presley — remaining 
resolutely dead. Whatever’*; 
out there, we’ll take guns and 
we’U cope with it Good luck 
yalL 

Caitlin Moran 
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